Shans 


CPOE ea aL 2 


net datyt 


‘at 


r 


: a 

be iva 

what wrth pany 
wk te 


vq ‘ 
ay ee 
Ph nie? dante 


NERD OY AT ANT OARS FRY ED MPR" AY 2 
AU ANY RY PNY AR YAS AY 
VR. CS TARY £01 iP OS CFD GREY eer. 


ii 


ES 


s 
SAV ALTA TRE SO OO 
UU AA We A A 
' 
Sa 
Nt is 
NN 
ii | ‘ 
iH 
Hy 
NY 
At LEE 
+ Lee 
Ni 
Hi} 
ait 
eit 
iN 
Nt 
NY \ 
why SN 
AnKY \ 
WO nit \\ i 
SEIN ‘ 
> ‘ 
HITE 
inset 
2 a a a a 
7 A A «A 


A A AY AY 


~ SSS 


See Se = 
SSSSLPSSSSSSSSSVSSSSSSSSSS 


2a Gnw.w wean 
VAY ANF ANGE GAY MEY A A 
LAY AA AY AN 


WAU AWA WAV A VaMnY me ice 
Se Se. OY GS er ee. A me 
TAWA WARY GAY AR PO 
SO A AY A AY AY, |= 
VAY A NY AD YF AN AN = 
AA, 


tS |||! 
ROUEN —— 


ef tf? te. 


A New and AccurATE 


HISTORY Hd SURVEY 


O-F 


London, We efiminfier, Sherk: 


ANTI . 
PLACES ADJACE N T; 
‘Containing whatever is molt gonby of Notice 
In their ANCIENT and PRESENT STATE? 


In which are Deferibed 


Their Civil, Ecclefiaftical, and Military Government, 
Original Gye Aa ution. Antiquities, Manurac- 
TORIES, TRADE, CoMMERce, and Navicarion ; 

AND : 


The feveral Wards, Liberties, Precincts, Hittias, Parithes, 
Churches, Religious and Charitable Foundations, and 
other Public Fedifices: 

PARTICULARLY 


The Curtosi1Tiz£s of the Tower of London, St. Paul’s Cathedral: 
Weftminfter Abbey, the Royal Exchange, Sir Hans Sloan’s 
Mufeum, &c. and whatever acenmaneable for Elegance, 
Grandeur, Ufe, Entertainment or Curiolity. 


WITH 
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So: THE 
GUARDIANS 
OF THE 
: Rights and Liberties of their Fellow - Citizens, 

The Right HoNOURABLE 
Grorce Netsown, Efq; Lord Mayor, 
| pene THE 


Court ef ALDERMEN and CoMMoN-CouNCIL; 


GO FL? HE 


CITY or LONDON; 


This History and SuRVEY;, 


Defigned to perpetuate to the lateft Pofterity the ancient and prefent 
State of this Metropolis; whofe Grandeur, Elegance, and Opu- 
lence, are fo much owing to their Zeal and unwearied Endeavour 
for the public Good; their firm Attachment to the true Intereft 
of their Fellow-Citizens, and conftant Application to fuch 
Meafures, as fupport the Dignity of their Corporation, encou- 
raze Manufactories, Trade and Navigation, and make this. . 
great and ancient City not only commodious for the Enter- 
tainment, but a fafe and eafy Refidence, for all that frequent 
it, on account of Commerce, Intereft, Curiofity, or any other 
Motive ; nee 

Is moft humbly Infcribed, 
BY 


‘Their moft devoted, 


Humble Servant,. 
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London, W eftminfter, Southwark, 
: Fiat 
PLACES ADJACENT. 


Th INTRODUCTION. 


| fee dae S readers are expected to employ their Patel ay 
€ A it. time, either for amufement, or for” 
dat A ey information in matters, of which they 
qa are doubtful, or ignorant; it is the 


writer’s duty to conduét his pen in fuch manner, 
as to pleafe and to inftru@; to deliver his fenti« 
ments, and to defcribe his fubjeét fo clearly, 
plainly and juftly, that he may be underftood, 
relifhed and trufted, 

The fubject before us is of that kind, as to Nature of 
afford only amufement to fome, who may be pes aie 
contented to redd of the antiquities and curiofities 

Vou. I B of 
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IN TARO DUCT LOM 


of this metropolis: but others may, with more” 
folidity, enquire after the ancient and chartered 


‘rights and immunities of the corporation of the 
city of London. So that it fhall be the particular 
care of the author to give a juft, faithful andclear 
account of both, and not to mix them fo as to 
render them either obfcure, doubtful, or tedious. » 
It is grateful to trace a mighty people or city, 
fuch as London, back to its origin. . But where is 
the pleafure? what ts the knowledge to be attain- 
ed, by fearching beyond the limits of truth, and 
bewildering the mind in the labyrinth of fabulous 
hiftory? yet fuch is the cafe of thole, who take 
more pains to explain the uncertain etymologies 
of the name, and to find out the founder, of a 
city, the epocha of whofe foundation does no 
where appear with certainty, than to record the 
franchifes,. rights. and ..immunities,- laws—and | 
cuftoms, the times when they were granted, and 
“by whorh} and on what account, with the conduct 
of the citizens: in all doubtful and dangerous 
times. we bi oe fond 
Therefore the intention of the author is, to be- 
pin this hiftory at a time, he can be warranted by 
irrefragable authority : then to trace the means of 
its increafe, and of its prefent grandeur: te make it 
entertaining to thofe; who have leifure and cu- 
riofity to dip into pieces of this kind; and to ren- 
_ der it ufeful to every one, that may have. any con- 
cern or connection with London, the great metro- 
polis of the Briti/e dominions. | 
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Of the Name, Situation, Foundation, Diftref[es and 

: 

Profperity, of the City of London, down to the 
Saxon Revolution. 


F there can be any certainty in etymologies, Name of. 
that bids faireft. for our approbation, which b"¢" 
makes London a compound of the Britis word 
lhong, i. e. a foip, and dinas, i. €. a citys qu.d. 
a city, ot harbour for foips*, which, it appears 
from | 


2 Various are the names given by authors to this city, tho’ 
Londinium is the moft ancient. Ammianus Marcellinus writes 
it Lundinium. It was then changed into Augu/fa, fome fay in’ 
honour of Helena Augufia, mother to Conffantine the Great: 
but more probably it was fo called from the /econd Legion, 
whofe peculiar title was 4uguffa; the Emprefs Helena being 
dead fome years before that change of the city’sname. And 
there are others who imagine that the honourable appellation 
of Augufla was conferred upon this city by the Romans, as 
upon other principal cities of their empire, on account of its 
being grown up to be the capital of their Britih province. 
It does not appear how long this name of Agua prevailed. 
But at the time of the Saxon eftablifhment we hear no more of - 
Augufta, 2nd foon find mention made of Caer Lundoin, Lun- 
doun Byrig; and then of Lunden Ceafer, Lunden-~wye, Lundenne, 
Lunden-berh or Lunden-burg: and fince the conqueft, the re- _ 
cords call it Londonia, Lundonia, Londine, Londres, and for fe- 
veral paft ages London, a manifeft corruption, or derivation 
from Tacitus’s Londinium. But before we proceed, does not 
the Saxon appellation Lundoun Byrig, to which the Britons ran 
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from Tacitus, was become foon famous for a— 
number of merchants, and for traffic, by theen- 
couragement of the Romans, who pitched upom a, ; 
the Thames,'as the moft commodious and fafeft 
harbour in Britain, and on the fituation of this » 
city, as the moft proper and moft healthful part 
on its banks, to ix the feat of commerce, and 
communication with their ftations in every part of 
their conquefts upon the ifland. 
| Founda- This is certain, we have not the leaft ancient 
‘ge authority to affirm the exiftence of fuch a place as 
London, before the invafion by Fulius Cefar, nor 
till the conquerors began, after their ufual man- 
ner, to reduce this acquifition into the form of a 
province, to improve arts and commerce, to ct- 
vilize the people, and to build towns: amongft 
the firft of which we find London: not as a city 
or town, as fome have dreamt, fituated in S¢. 
George’s Fields, and Lambetb-marfb, on the fouth-_ 
fide of the river Thames, which lands were then, 
and for feveral ages after, laid under water by the 
tides, before the embanking of the river, and 
ftoppage the flux or flood meets with at London 
Bridge; which fpreading of the waters vaftly re- 
duced the depth of the river, and fupports the 
conjecture of a ford, at or about the prefent fitua- 
By the Ro- tion of London, and thereby -engaged the atten- 
ici tion of the Romans to build a ftrong town at this 
place, to fecure and to command the ford. And 


after their defeat by Hengif, at Crayford in Kent, imply that 
there was a bridge at that time at London, fo early as A. D. 
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there can be no doubt of its being carried into A.D. 
49- 


execution by Offorius Scapula, who is faid to have 


fettled divers colonies, (A. D. 49.) for the fecu- 
rity of the Roman allies, hitherto too much ex- 
pofed tothe frequent invafions of the Britons: 
and 1 am the more confirmed in this belief, by 
the defcription Cz/far in his commentaries gives 
of.a Briti/h town, at his arrival in this ifland. 
“< The Britons, fays he, call a thick wood, fur- 
** rounded with a ditch and fortified with a ram- 
<* pier, a town, which they retire to, when they 
“‘ ate apprehenfive of incurfions from their 
* neighbours :”’ and fuch was the town of Caff- 
vellanus, the fovereion of Britain. How then 
can it be maintained that London was built by 
Brute, after the plan of great Troy; and long be- 
fore the foundation of Rome by Romulus and 
Remus. This alfo is the opinion, of Dr. Stilling- 
fleet, and of Dr. Woodward, a learned antiquarian, 
who writes, ‘* That Geoffery of Monmouth cannot 
“© be credited, who wrote that London was a city 
*¢ in the Britib times, encompafied’ with walls, 
*< and fortified with innumerable towers; fince 
“* the Britons in thofe days were barbarous and 
« favage; and their towns no other than proves 
‘and thickets, invironed with an hedge and a 
ditch: nor was there a brick among them; 
“< nor, as far as the Romans, at their defcent here, 
“< could obferve, had they ever gone about to 
«* raife one ftone upon another.” 

However Sir Chriftopher H’ren * einfeee in opi- 
nion, and argues from a fuppofition, that the 
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® See Parentalia, page 264. 
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Britons traded ‘Ghicay with the Gauls. That ait 


principal emporium or town of trade, to which the 
Gallic thips reforted muft be London; though fitu- 


ated far up the country, yet moit commodioufly 


acceflible by a noble river, among the thickeft in- 


habitants ; taking its name (according to fome 


derivations) from the old Britih term of /bip-hill, 
or otherwife a harbour for ships. But the filence 
of Dio. Cafius in the hiftory. of the expedition 
of the Emperor Claudius, by his General Aulus 
Ploutius, who mentions a ford by which the van- 
quithed Britons efcaped over the Thames, without 
mentioning a word of London, near which fituation 
that ford certainly was, gives great reafon to be- 
lieve, thatthere was no fuch town at that time’. 
The reafon for the foundation of fuch an em- 
porium or trading town, is eafily to be difcovered 
in the practice of the citizens of Rome, who made 
a mighty improvement of their-eftates by fending 


their money into new provinces for the Peer of 


trade. | 

But it is not to be thought that this infant city, 
called by the authors of that time no more than 
opidum, a town, did bear any refemblance to its 
prefent condition and ftate, except in the want of 
walls and gates, and in that defencelefs ftate, in 
which London would now be expofed to the infult, 


© See Stillingfizer’s Dif. Ant. Lond. who obferves, ‘That 
when the feat of war was thus about the Thames, there was 
not the leaft intimation given of fuch a city as Londen; which 
could not have been avoided if fuch 2 place had then been 
built. 


plun- 


. 
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plunder, and ruin, of anenraged ye mercilefs ene- 
my, fhould ever any fuch rife up or invade us. 


This was the very cafe at the time above men- 


tioned. . Suetonius Paulinus, the Roman governor, 
or lieutenant of Britain, under the Emperor Nero, 
(being fore. pufhed by. the difcontented Britons, 


who, under the command and conduct of Queen 


Boadicea, were refolved to recover their native li- 
berty, and with that refolution marched in a vaft 
army to attack the Roman veterans and their co- 
lonies,) came firft to London ; but not finding it 
tenable, he thought it moft advifable to march 
and feck out for a more advantageous camp: and, 
paying no regard to the intreaties and tears of the 
Londoners, who were chiefly Romans and foreign- 
ers fettled in this new merchantile town“, he not 
not only left it uncovered, but took with-him the 
choiceft of the Londoners, able to bear arms, to 
affift him againft the enemy, in order to fave the 
province, (A. D. 64.) All who had fubmitted 
to the Romans revolted with one accord, except 
only the city of London, who continued quiet and 
faithful to her founders. 

Their fears were not groundlefs, Their riches 
were an enticement; their weaknefs was an invi- 


tation: and the Britons came upon and facked Sacked by 


London, deftroyed all the people found therein, ihe 


without regard to fex or age, and leaving the town 


@ Offorius Scapula the Roman governor under Claudius, re- 
duced all that part of Britain, which lies between the Thames 


and the feainto a province, and called it Britannia Prima. Ra-. 
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in flames by way of trophy, marched in queft of 
Suetonius, whom Boadicea overtook and defeated, 

with the lofs of 70,000 Romans and their confe- 
derates.. However, fortune favours the - bold, 
Suetonius would not give up all for loft; but col- 
le€ting what forces he could from Germany, he, 
with only 10,000 regulars and the furviving London- 
ers, attacked Boadicea’s army, of 230,000 men, with 
fuch advantage as to kill 80,000, and to defeat 
her whole army. And here is recorded the firft 
appearance of the Londoners in the field, and the 
firft opportunity they had. of fhewing their va~ 


jour, in revenging the deteftable cruelties com- 


(> Called Au- 
” gufta, be- 


comes 2 
great and 
rich city. 


ih of 


~ Diana. 


mitted upon their unfortunate fellow-citizens, 
His next,attention was fixt upon the réftoration 
of Lendon, under whofe favour, and the protec- 


tion of his fucceflors, in the command of Britain, 


- London increafed in a few years fo much in people, 
trade and buildings, that it is ftiled a great and 
wealthy city by Herodian, under the Emperor Se- 
yerus, and obtained the name of Augufla*, and 
was made.a Roman prefeCture, in imitation of Rome 
itfelf ; whofe prefeé was fent yearly to do juftice, 
and to aét in all public matters, fuch as taxes, 
tributes, impofts and military affairs, as directed 
by the Roman fenate, 

To this gra we are to refer for the building of 
the temple of Diaya, as guardian or prote¢torefs 
of the city againft the arms of her enemies, But. 
we have very imperfect authority for adopting the 

© See note *, page 3. . 
accounts 
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accounts of thofe, who pretend that Diana’s tem- 
ple ftood upon the very fcite of the prefent cathe- 
dral of St. Paul. Becaufe there muft have 
been found ox-fculls, horns of ftags and tufks of 
boars, ufed in facrifices to that goddefs, in the earth 
about her temple. But Sir Chriftopher Wren*, who 


had more opportunity than any other perfon to. 


difcover the bowels of the earth, in digeing the 
foundation of St. Paul’s cathedral as it now ftands, 
declares, that he found noindications to fupport fuch 
a tradition; but adds, that it was manifeft, the 
north fide of this ground had been very anciently 
a great burial place ; becaufe he found, under the 
graves of the latter ages, in a row below them, 
the burial places of the Saxon people, who 
were accuftomed to line their graves with chalk- 
{tones, or to be buried in coffins hewn out of the 
folid ftone: and in a row .below the Saxons, he 


met with Britifb graves; in which were found. 


ivory and wooden pins, madé of box or other 
hard wood, about fix inches long, and in abun- 
dance, ufed to pin up the corps ina woollen fhroud. 
And in the fame row, but deeper, were Roman urns 
intermixed : this burial place was eighteen feet deep 
and upwards, and belonged to the colony of London, 
when the Romansand Britons lived and died together. 
The furveyor’s curiofity then led him deeper, and 
fearching for the natural ‘ground below thefe 


9 
A. D, 
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graves, he difcovered that the foundation of 


the old church ftood, upon a layer of very 


f See Parentalia, page 266. 
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clofe and hard pot-earth. -Then he dug wells in» 
different places, ‘and found that this pot-earth on, 
the north fide of the church yard was about fix 
feet thick, or more, but. thinner and thinner to- 
wards the fouth,: till it decreafed to fcarce four-feet 
at the declining of the hill, under which he found. 
nothing but dry fand, mixed fometimes unequally, 
but loofe, fo that it would run through the fin- 
gers. Thence he dug down to the level of low- 
water-mark ; where he met with water and ifand, 
mixed with Periwinkles and other fea fhells: and 
he continued boring till he came firft.to a hard 
beach, and under that, to the natural hard clay i 

upon which the .city, country, and the river 
Thames, are founded: whence he drew this infer- 
ence, That the fea, or current , of the river had 
been where now the hill is, on which the cathedral 
of St. Paul ftands. For which Sir Corifopber 
accounted in this manner: ‘* The whole country, 
** between Cambcrwell-hill and the hills of Effex, 


 * fays he, might have been a great jirth or fiuus 


«¢ of the fea, and much wider near the mouth of 
*s the Thames, which made a large plain of fand 
‘* at low-water, through which the river found - 
*¢ its way: but at low-water in the fuimmer fea- 
«< fon, when the fun dried the furface of the 
“« fand, anda ftrong wind happened at. the fame 
** time, before the flood came on, the fands would 
“* dry with the wind, and raife heaps, which in 
** time increafed to large and lofty fand-hills; 


~« fach as thofe, raifed in the fame manner, on 


the coafts of France and Flanders, For fands 
! &« are 
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if 


«¢ are known, upon a conjuncture of fun-fhine i 


«¢ and wind, to drive into vifible clouds; and 
«* this might be the effect many ages before hi- 
‘© ftory, without having recourfe to the flood, 
‘© The fand-hill at St. Paul’s, in the time of the 
‘© Roman colony, was about twelve feet lower 
«¢ than the prefent furface thereof ; and the river 
“¢ fand, eafily driven with the wind, lay upper- 
«¢ moft; and the hard coat of the earth might be 


« thus made, For, pot-earth diffolved in water, . 


<< and viewed by a microfcope, is but eee 
*¢ fand, which with the fire will vitrify.” 


London remained yet without walls, having no- Howl 
vern= 
thing to fear from the Britons, whofe power was front, 


entirely broken, and their liberty given up to the 
Romans. But it had almoft fallen a prey to the 
traitorous meafures of Caius Aleéfus, who haying: 
aflafinated Caraufius, that had ufurped the reins of 
government of Britain, and held them feven years 
with great conduct and refolution, againft Diocle- 
fian and. Maximilian, and called in an army of 
mercenary Franks to fupport his own ufurpation s 
M. Aurelius Efclepiadatus was fent to depofe him, 
and to maintain the right of the Roman emperor: 
‘which was done effectually. The Pranks no foon- 


er faw their employer defeated, and flain in the — 


field of battle, by Efclepiadatus, than they de- 
termined to plunder and ravage London: and 
marched towards this city with that ruinous in- 
tent, and muft have carried their point, had not 
eeceiee interpofed to punifh their wickednels, 


cand | 
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and deliver the innocent and defencelefs from the 
power of their enemies. | . 

The barbarians were already entered the city, 
when a confiderable body of Roman foldiers, that had 
been fent by fea to fupport Efclepiadatus, being 
parted from the main fleet by a fog, were criven — 
up the Thames, arrived at London, fell upon , the 
franks in all parts of the city, as they were bufy 


in plundering, preferved London, and deftroyed 


the traitorous Franks. 
_ They that deal in abftrufe hiftory have con- 
ceived, that it was about this time, or perhaps in 
the {kirmith with the Franks within the city, that 
LL. Gallus was flain, near or in the brook, or rivu- 
let, called Nanigal, but from that incident, ever 
after known by the name of Wall-brook, or Gallo’s 


brook. But it is more probable that this brook, - 


Firlt walls. 


which now runs in a channel, and ferves for the ‘ 


common fewer down to Dowgate, and gives name 


to a ftreet and ward, took its prefent appellation 
from the courfe of its ftream, from the north 
fields through the City-wall, that was built foon 
after. , 
The great and providential efcape of London, as 

above mentioned, about the year 296, or as fome 
‘write in 298, from fuch-a deftru@tive defign; and 
the impoffibility ever to be provided to defeat, 
and to be fecure from a military force, or from 
the dark intrigues of fecret confpirators, againit 
her riches and dignity, did, at laft, open the ears 
of the Roman emperor to the petitions of the 
citizens for walls and bulwarks, In this they 

were 
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were highly favoured and fupported by the Em- 
prefs Helen, who prevailed with her fon Conftan- 
tine the Great, to erect a wall about London, with 
hewn ftone and Briti/b bricks, in compafs three 
miles and 165 feet, in a fquare form, but not 
equilateral ; being longer from eaft to weft, than 
from north to fouth, ‘the one of which are 
to be feen at this day. 
‘This wall, whether originally it does not ap- 
pear, but certainly it did in the Saxon times, ex- 
tend along the fide of the river, as in other fea-port 
towns, or great fortified cities, fituate upon great 


navigable rivers: and, if we are at a lofs to trace 


the ruins of fuch a wall along the river fide, ‘it is 
owing to the many and prodigious encroachments 
made by the wharfs, that are continually gaining 
upon the river; fo that they run now as far as the 
‘fourth pier of Londen bridge. Wad there been no 
wall to the city next the water, the Londoners 
could never have refifted the numerous, defperate 
and furious attacks of the Danes. And to form 
fome judgment of the fituation of this wall next 
the river, let it be obferved, That there was a tower 
Palatine, which is the {quare white tower of Lon- 
don, built at the fouth-eaft angle of the city wall; 
and that the weft was defended by two caftles, one 
called Baynard, and the other Mountfitchet, where the 
King’s Printing-Office now ftands, in Black-friars. ' 

Dr. Woodward, in his Roman Antiquities and 
Prefent State of London, informs us, that he had 
an opportunity to examine the fabrick and com- 


pofition, or materials of which thefe walls were 
builr, 
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built, occafioned by digging near the faid wall at 
Bifbopfgate, for the ba estate of certain. houfes 
to be erected in the year.1 707, and writes, “¢ That 
<“the faid wall, from the foundation, eight feet 
** below the prefent furface; quite upto the top, 
<¢ which was in all ten feet more, was compiled 
<¢ alternately of layers of broad-flate, bricks, and 
‘© of rag-ftones. ‘The bricks lay in double ranges, 
s¢ and each brick being but one inch and thtee 
s* tenths in thicknefs, the whole layer with the 
«* mortar interpofed, exceeded not three inches. 
“¢ The layers of ftone were not quite two feet 
“© thick, of our meafure. This was the height. of 
«* the Roman work, and thefe were the remains of 
*¢ the ancient Roman wall, fuppofed to be built, by 
“* Conjtantine the Great. It was here very obfery- 
** able, that the mortar was (as ufually in the 
*© Roman work) fo very firm and .hard, that the 
*¢ ftone itfelf as eafily broke, and gave way as 
“ic, It was thus far from the foundation up- 


n 


a” 


“6 wards, nine feet in thicknefs: the broad thin 


«* bricks were all of Roman make, and of the very 


' & fort, we learn from Piimy, that were in com- 


“© mon ufe among the Romans, being in lengtha 
footand half of their ftandard, and in breadth 
*© 4 foot. I found them 17 inches four tenths in 
«¢ lenoth, a1 inches fix tenths in breadth, and 
one inch three tenths in thicknefs, of our mea-~ 
*¢ fure.” The Doétor then proceeds with the re- 


_A 
nr 
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pairs and additions made to this wall, which are 


a farther confirmation of its great antiquity. 
4 | | The 


he 
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_ The city wall on the land fide was ftrengthened 
and embellifhed with ftately towers, fifteen of 
which, or. their remains, are ftill to be feen; the 
reft having become a prey to weather and times 
Dr. Witdrate difcoveredone built in the fame 
Roman manner and materials as the wall, 26 feet 
high, in three ftories, behind a houfe facing: 
Gravelzlane, in Houndfditch, but much decayed. 
Mr. Maitland. and mayfelf, in fearching for this 
tower found out another, about 80 yards nearer 
Aldgate, of the fame Roman conflruction, 21 feet 
high, perfectly found, and much more beautiful : 
the bricks were as found as when new laid; but 
the ftones in moft parts were decaying; having 
Jain, according to my computation, 1459 years. 
At the lower end of the vineyard, fouth of /d- 


gate, and adjoining to the Great Minories, I faw 


the remains or bafis of another Roman. tower, 
about eight feet high, on which is raifed a build- 
ing three ftories high, with this infcription cut on 


a ftone placed in the wall. 


«« Glory be to God on high, who was 


wv 


‘ cracioufly pleafed in a wonderful manner 
‘* to preferve the lives of all the people in 
“ this houfe, twelve in number, when the 
old wall of this bulwark fell down three 
“‘ ftories high, and fo broad as two carts 
*© might enter abreaft; and yet without any 
“ harm to their perfons. The Lord fanc- 
“‘ tify this his great providence unto them. 
«* Amen, and Amen. 
© It was Tuefday, the 23d of Sept. 1651.” 
The 
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The city walls were thought by the ancients oof 
fuch great confequence to Lilli, that they made’ 
an act, That no one fhould build nearer to then 
than fixteen feet. | 


This wall was finifhed about the year wail 


and it merits the credit of the reader, if we 


fhould prefume to fay, that this wall had gates at_ 
proper avenues, and towers of defence over, or 
near the gates, and at convenient diftances upon 
the wall; which are implied in the term bul- 
warks, and perfectly warrantable from the Roman 
manner of walling their towns®. So that not- 
withftanding the names of the city gates, which 
have peel been pulled down, muft be allowed 
to be of amuch more modern date, this circum- 
{tance does not conclude that the wall was buile 
by Conftantine without gates, or that there were no- 
gates to the walls of London, before Aldgate, 
Cripplegate, and Newgate were built : it being a 
common practice to give new names to buildings 


ic ee, > 


& Maitland thinks jt more reafonable to refer the building of 
the walls of London to the reign of Valentinian the Firft. In 
whole time London fuffered more than in Boadicea’s war, by © 
the joint attacks of the Scots, Picks, Artacots, Franks, and 
Saxons, who defeated the Romans in divers engagements, and 
plundered and deftroyed the city of Londom. A misfortune, 
he thinks, entirely owing to a want of walls; becaufe had 
London been walled by Conflantine the Great, about « 50 years 
before, it would have been in a ftate of defence, and held 
out againft fuch wild affailants, till relieved by the Romans. 
And afcribes the building of London wall, to Theodofius the 
Elder, fent to their relief, A. D. 368, and left every place 
upon fo good a footing, that peace was preferved ever after, 
4 the Romaas withdrew. in the ee of Honorias.. 


_ erected 
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Hetiedtipcn old foundations and ruins. But there A. D, 


-is more reafon to conclude, that the Romans at 
the building of London wall, ereéted gates over the 
feveral roads they had, made, and called Watling® 


firect and Ermine-ftreet : the former interfected the. 


Thames from Southwark, entered London at Dour 
gate, or Dowgate, proceeded to the millarium, or 
London-fione, in Cannon-ftreet, and pointed towards 
Newgate: the latter coming through Stroud-green, 
pointed to Cripplegate: and a vicinal way from 
Old Ford entered the city at Aldgate: fo that it is 
eafy to account for the antiquity and foundation 
of Newgate, Cripplegate, and Aldgate, and of a fourth 
called Dourgate, on the north fhore. The addi- 
tional gates were ereéted and found necefflary to 
accommodate the citizens, for the convenience of 
carriages, and repairing to their gardens and 
fields, &c. 

The greateft difficulty arifeth about the means 
of communication, between this great and opu- 
lent city with the fouthern bank of the J, hames, 
without which it is not conceivable, that the trade 
of fuch a city could be carried on to efe&. A 
mere ferry could never perform the fervice; and 
the river was too deep, and the tide too {trong to 
fuppofe a ford where, or near where London covers 
the north bank of the Tames. Befides, it is 
fcarce probable that London had fo long been 
without a bridge, when the South Britons were 
foftned in. their manners by the Romans, affected 
their politenefs, wore their drefs, fpoke their lan- 
Suage, and abounded in commerce, as all hifto- 

Vou, I, os ries 
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ties agree: much lefs can it be fuppofed, indie r 


there is no mention of a bridge in the annals of © 


Loudou, at this epocha, that a country, which had 


been formerly grotefque and wild, and now im- 
proved by conquerors, who adorned it with vene-_ 
rable cemples, folemn courts of juftice, ftately 


palaces and manfions, large and beautiful cities, 

regular forts and caftles, convenient bridges to 
accommodate travellers and to promote trade and 
commerce, in every other part of their conqueft, 


fhould only negleét or forget to build a bridge, 


from Loudon over the Thames, to communicate 
with the fouthern parts of the ifland. Therefore 


it is hichly probable, that there was a bridge * 


crofs the Thames, at London, before that erected 
of wood by the priefts of St. Mary Overey’s, and 
even as early as under the Roman, or Saxon govern- 
ment. Though we have no pofitive record of the 


fact, yet it can fcarce be controverted; (but it is _ 
_ ftrongly fupported by the lofs of the Danes, occa- 
fioned by the refiftance from London Bridge, in 


994.) efpecially if we confider the genius of the 


Saxons, and their many public buildings, from » 


the time London fell, with the reft of the maney 
under their dominion. 


We have, by the walls, the exact fituation and - 
extent of the ground, on which London was ori-— 


h The bridge mentioned by Dio Cz/ius, lib. 60. over — 
which, that author writes, the German foldiers under P/autius, 


in the reign of the Emperor Claudius, pafled the river 


Thames and furrounded the Britors, may be underftood to be 


a bridge near, or at the place where London now flands. 


-ginally 
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ginally built by the Romans, and this ought to 
fupprefs thofe vague conjectures, and fruitlefs en- 
quiries about any other fituation or extent of that 
city. The &derties which lie without the walls, 
are matter of another confideration, in a proper 
place. If London be confidered as it is now fitu- 
ated and extended, it is built on the gentle afcent 
of a hill, on the north fide of the Thames, about 
60 miles from the fea, which prevents fudden 
furprize from a foreign enemy, and the noxious 
vapours of the fea from doing it any injury. Be- 
fides, it is open to the fouth and weft, and co- 
vered from the cold north wind by Hampftead and 


Highgate, on a rich and plentiful foil, mixed with Soil. 
gravel and fand, and abounding with well wa- Springs, 


tered {prings, and plenty of all neceffaries of 


life; and in a temperate and wholefome air, and Air. 


center of trade and commerce, 


From the foundation of London by the Romans, Its govern 
it does not appear to have been under any fpecial ™™™ 


incorporated government hitherto. The governor 
was a propreetor, his power arbitrary, and the go- 


vernment chiefly military. However, there are Receives 
fome faint rays of the fun-fhine of the gofpel upon the gofpel. 


this city in its moft early exiftence. Ce/ar having 
opened a way into Britain before the sera of -chri- 


Jtianity, the gofpel was preached in Britain foon 


after the firft fettlement of the Romans, and by 
St. Paul himfelf, as may be colleéted with a great 
deal of probability from Theodoret, Clemens Ro- 
manus, 8c. And our countryman and faithful hi- 


ftorian Gildas, affures us, that the gofpel was 
Cz planted 
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planted in this ifland before Boadicea was defeated | 
by Suetonius Paulinus: and though it can’t be po- 


- fitively afcertained by whom, or at what particu- 


A bifhop- 
TIC. 


Jar place the ftandard of Chri/t was firft erected ; 
fome paying that honour to St. Peter, others to 
St. Paul, and others to Fofeph of Arimathea; the 
fame hiftorian informs us, “* That though the 
‘¢ chriftian religion was but coldly. entertained, 


(perhaps he means .confined to a narrow com- 


a“ 
ry 


pafs, and obnoxious to the Roman fuperftition) 
it held on in fome places without'the leaft dif- 
continuance, as far as Dioclefian’s perfecution.” 

Amoneft which places we have great reafon to 
admit London, at that time the moft flourifhing 
place in the whole ifland ; and moft frequented by 


OS 
ee 
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foreigners; who were the moft likely to bring the 


dogtrine of the gofpel along with them. Ac- 
cordingly we read of one Reflitutus, a bifhop.of 
London, who was prefent at the council of Arles, 
in the year of. Chrift 3143 though we have noau- 


thority to trace the out-lines of his diocefe, or | 


epifcopal jurifdiction. And no doubt but the 
eftablifhment of chriftianity throughout the Ro- 
man empire, by Conflantine the Great, did appear 
by its outward profeffion, church government, | 
and building of churches, in Britain, and particu- 
larly in London, as forward, and with as much 
dignity as any where; efpecially if we allow the 


( 
’ 
; 


antiquity of the church of St. Peter in Cornbill, . 


which is affirmed, by an infcription hung up 
therein, to bea royal foundation by King Lucius, 
who was converted to the chrifian faith in the 

“yy yea 


: 


‘ 
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year 167: and recollect that the patron of this ye 

happy change, from paganifm to chriftianity, was (?°"" 
Conftantine the Great, born in Britain, and of 
Queen Helena, a Britifo lady. 

The reputation of the Briti/b church fufficiently 

appears, from the fummons and attendance of her bi- 
fhops in the great councils of Nice and Sardica: and 
the provifion made for the fupportof its miniftersand _ 
bifhops, is to be learned not fingly from the tefti- 
mony of Geoffrey of Monmouth, who writes, “* That 
“ King Lucius not only granted all the lands be- 
“* longing to the heathen temples to the churches 
** built by him, but likewife made a great addi- 
*¢ tion from his own patrimonial revenue :”? but 
from the anfwer made to an Arian bifhop, at the 
council of Arimini in Italy, That the churches (of 
Britain) were able to defray the expences of their 
bifhops in going to councils, without applying 
for the allowance made out of the emperor’s ex- 
chequer to other bifhops, on thofé occafions. 

The ftate of religion being thus fettled about vifited by 
the time that London was fecured by walls and ; pe 
bulwarks from fudden invafion and affaule, this 
city continued very profperous and fafe, till the 
incurfions and ravages made throughout the Roman — 
province of Britain, by the Piffs, Scots, Attacots, 
and Franks. They over-ran and deftroyed almoft 
all Britain, killed Neéaridius, the count or admiral 
of the fea coaft, and furprized Buchobaudes, who had 
been created duke of Britain and general of the Ro- 
man torces, This brought over Theodofius the Elder, 
with a large body of veteran troops, who landed at 

Sie Riche 
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Richborowe, furprized the enemy as they ftraggled 


about the country and intent more upon plunder 
than military difcipline, defeated them, and march- 
ed triumphant into London‘, and there proclaim- 
eda, general pardon for thofe, who had deferted 
and would’ return to their allegiance : which had 
a good effect; though the enemy, combined out 
of feveral nations, continued very numerous, 
and diftreffed the country with feveral parties. 
This diftrefs did not greatly affect London, 
whofe dependance was upon trade and navigation, 
by which the citizens were fupplied both with mo- 
ney, provifion, and every other neceffary of life; 
but the part, which the Britons took in the ufurpa- 


tion and rebellion of Maximus againft the Emperor 


Gratian, fo exhaufted the nation of its ftrength, 


that the Scots and Piéfs returned and ravaged the 


London an 
archbi- 
fhoprick. 


country without any controul, for many years. 

In the year 420, we read of Faffidius, metroe 
politan of Loudon, or Britauniarum Epifcopus, which 
is interpreted archbifhop of London, thé metropo- 
lis of Britain, Ufber*and Berterius rather incline 
to the opinion, which made York the metropolis of 


emperor’s palace, But the learned Dr. Stillengfleet 
will not allow their arguments fufficient to dif- 


prove London being the chief metropolis under the _ 
Roman government; for, as he obferves, every — 


1 Theodofius, fays Rapin, obferving that this town had loft a 
great deal of its former {plendor, negleéted nothing to re 
eftablifh it. Hi lift, of Eng. vol. I. b. I. 


province © 


Britain at that time, becaufe it was a Roman co- — 
lony, and the feat of the Pretorium, and of the 
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-province had its metropolis, and the fuperiority 
of one metropolis above another, depended upon 
the refidence of the Roman governor, called Vica- 
rius Britanniarum: and that London was the ordi- 
nary feat of the emperor’s Lieutenant, he is of opi- 
nion, may be probably concluded from its con- 
venient fituation for trade, and for fences 2 and 
receiving difpatches from abroad. A Cae are 
well fupported by the name dugufa, by which it 
appears, that Loudon was dignified with the pre- 
eminence, and with the character of eh tale 
city of Britain; no other town in the eth hav- 
ing that honourable diftin&tion: which is con- 
firmed by Velferus, who is pofitive that all cities, 
that had the title of Augufla, were the capitals of 
their refpective countries. Confequently, as the 
ecclefiaftical government is generally allowed to 
have been eftablifhed or modelled: in conformity 
to the ftate, and the dignity of fees were regulated 
by the quality and diftin€tion of cities in the civil 
liff, we are warranted to fuppofe that Faflidius, 
bifhop of London, did, at that time, enjoy the 
dignity of an archbifhop, and chief metropolitan 
of the Briti/z churches*. Though we can’t al~ 
certain the extent of his Toa ion, 


k In the preamble to the London catalogue of bifhops, en- 
tered in the Loxdon regiftry, are thefe words: 


Grindal 59.] Temporibus Britonum in urbe Loudon raulti flo- 
ruere archiepifcopi; quorum nomina nondum reperire 
potui, excepto Guielmo London, metropolitano, qui circi- 


ter annum domini 393 floruit, et Cerne a fede Gloceftreni 


in archiepifcopum Lozdon tranflato, anno gratiz 553.—-~ 
C 4 Sed 
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The Romans being tired out at laft, with the 


perplexity and expence of men and treafure, to 
fupport the Britains again{t the Pié?s,, Scots, &c. 
and having great reafon to be difgufted with the 


frequent plots, confpiracies and rebellions con- 


trived, fet on foot, and agitated by the natives, 


in different parts of Britain; it was refolved to 


withdraw the whole Roman forces out of the 


ifland, to abdicate the government, and to yield - 


up the power of the nation into the hands of the 
Britons, about the year 426, almoft 500 years 
from the invafion by Fulius Ca/ar. 

‘The Britons once more having regained their 


liberty, and the reins of government being placed. 


in the hands of Vortigern, their new Gaps tho’ 


an ancient Briton,.was fo badly advifed, and fo 
weak in his underftanding, that he ‘invited and 


hired an army of Saxons, who had heretofore 


made feveral depredations upon, and attempts to 


invade the iland, to affift him againft the Piéts 
and Scots, and to over-awe the city of London, and 


the friends of liberty, who fhewed a diflike, fpoke 
againtt his mal-adminiftration, and leaned to the 
intereft of Ambrefius, fon of a monarch elected by 
the Britons after the departure of the Romans. 
The Saxons, after their arrival, feeing the coldnefs 
between the king and his fubjects, the floth and 


cowardice of the inhabitants, and the fertility and. 
richnefs of the ifland, increafed their numbers, — 


Sed Anglorum temporibus Auguftinus, qui primo fedit 
Londini, poftea ad Cantuariam metropoliticam tranftulit 
dignitatem, 

made 
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made peace with the Scots and Pids, and then 
picked a quarrel with their employers, to juftify 


the feizure they were determined to make of Vor-— 


figern’s dominions. Their pretence for turning 


their arms upon the Britons being, that they were 


injured intheir quarters and pay ; and that Vorsi- 
gern and his court had broke their articles of agree- 
ment with their mercenary auxiliaries. 


Co AP TE 


Of, the Misfortunes to which London was expofed, 
and of the Loyalty, Influence, Opulency, and 
Government of the Londoners, and of various 
Improvements, and particular Foundations, in 
London and Weftminfter, from the Saxon Re- 
volution to the Norman Conque/., 


Arious are the reafons given by different 
_¥ hiftorians for the rupture between the Bri- 
tons and their mercenary troops imported from 
Saxony, But whatever was the real occafion there- 
of, the confequence was very terrible to the Bri- 
tons. The victorious Saxens over-ran the whole 
country with fire and fword, and fet it a blazing 
from one end to another ; in fuch a manner, that 
it was looked upon as a judgment upon the 
wickednefs of the natives, and compared to the 
burning of erufalem by the Chaldeans. The Pa- 
§4m conquerors feemed determined not only to 
extirpate the name of Britain, but of chriftianity 
alfo; as far as their fwords would carry them, 
Public and private buildings, palaces and churches, 
were 


Saxon bar-_ 
barity. 
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A.D. were burnt down without diftinétion. The priefts 
457- were butchered upon the altars: clergy and laity, 
prince and people, fell under acommon flaughter, 
without any regard to quality or charaéter: and 
unlefs they Ra openee to be confumed in the fire, 
their bodies lay expofed to beafts and virmin. 
Thofe who fled to the mountains, were purfued 
and often cut in pieces: and fuch as found quar- 
ter, purchafed their lives with perpetual flavery : 
and thofe that efcaped, were obliged to fpend 
their days in a moft uncomfortable and perifhing 
- ftate. _ And religion flew every where before the 
Saxons, who left not the face of chriflianity where- 
ever they prevailed. 

Condu& § The Londoners, deftitute of protection from a 
Pane: wicked and weak adminiftration, and. as a mer- 
Cone cantile city unfurnifhed with the requifites of 
' men and arms, to defend their city againft fo 
powerful an enemy, in poffeffion of the whole 
country, and of the government; and being de- — 
ferted by Yheonus their archbifhop, who retired 
into Wales, had no alternative left for their own 
fecurity, but to liften to an accommodation, and 
to open their gates to the conquerors, on condition 
of being protected in their liberty and property. 
And now the abomination of defolation may: be 
faid to have invaded the holy place. ‘The Britons 
are expelled their country, Lowden once more fa- 
crifices to Diana, and Thorney, 1. e. Weftminfter, 
fpends her perfumes upon Apollo: the whole coun- 
try being loft as to their faith, and quite funk 
into the idolatry of their heathen conquerors. — 
Thee 
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Thefe conquerors, according to the account 
tranfmitted to pofterity by venerable Bede, who 
was a Saxon by extraction, and lived near the 
time of the Saxons coming hither, were a com- 
pofition of Saxons properly fo called, of Angles, 
and of Futes; three of the ftouteft clans in Ger- 
many: and then he informs us, that the Kentifb 
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why fo 
called. 


Divided 


amongtt 


men, the inhabitants of the ifle of Wight, pid iit ihe sink 


thofe parts of Britain over againft it, were the 
defcendants of the Futes. That the Eaf, South, 
and Weft Saxons, came from the country in Ger- 
many called Old Saxony: and that the Eaft Angles, 
the Midland Angles, the Mercians, all the people 
on the north of Humber, and the reft of the Eng- 
lifh properly fo called, are defcended from the 
Mngli, or Angles, the natives of a part of Ger- 
many called Angulus, fituate between the Saxons 
and the Fuses. So that according to the modern 
divifion of the counties, we are to underftand 
that the South Sawcns fettled in Surry: the Eaft Sax- 
ons poflefled Effex, Middlefex, and the fouth part 
of Hertfordfbire: the Weft Saxons feized the coun- 
ties of Suffen, Southampton, Berkfbire, Wiltfbire, 
Dorfetfrire, Somerfetfbire, Devonfbire, and that part 
of Cornwall not mentioned by the ancient Britons. 
The Eaft Angles erected a kingdom out of thofe 
parts we call Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgefbire, the 
ile of Ely, and part of Bedford/hire: the Middle 
Angles contented themfelves with a fmall jurifdic- 
tion, which is now called Leicefferfhire, under the 


fovereignty of the king of Mercia: the Mercians,. 


feated on the fouth of Zrent, occupied the counties 
I | of 


chiefs. 
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of ae Nurdbampiin: Rutland, Huntington, 
part of Bedfordfbire, north. part of Hertfordfbire, 
the counties of Buckingham, Oxford, Gloucefter, 
Warwick, Worcefter, Hereford, Stafford and Salop. 
And the Northern Mercians occupied Chefbire, Der- 
byfoire, and Nottinghamfbire. The Northumbrians, 
feated on the north of Humber, were divided into 


_ the Deiri and Bernicij : the Deiri reigned in Lan- 


 Flourith- 


ing ftate of 
London, 


¥ts chief 

magiftrate 
~ under the 
Saxons. | 


cafbire, Yorkfhive, Weftmoreland, and the fouth of 
Cumberland, on the fouth of the Derwent: the 
Berniciy in the north of Cumberland, with the ad- 


jacent parts of Weftmoreland, in the bifhopric of 
Durham, and in Northumberland, and as far as the 
Frith, between Edenburgh and sabes in Seat- | 


land. 

Britain thus divided amongtt its new es: 
London fell to the fhare of the Eaf Saxens, in the 
diftribution of their conquefts into feven king- 
doms, which they thought proper to ereé&t in fa- 
vour of their chief leaders ot captains. Andin 
a fhort time this metropolis of the Eaft Saxons, 
though it fuffered greatly during the war between 


the Saxons and Britons, recovered and flourifhed 


fo much, that Bede gives it the character of a 
princely mart-town, under the government of a 
chief magiftrate, whofe title of portgrave, or port- 
reve, (for we find him called by both names) con- 
veys a grand idea of the mercantile ftate of Lon- 
don in thofe early ages, that required a governor 
or guardian of the port. This being the firft 
mention of a chief magiftrate, or of any thing that 
alludes, or can lead us to any form of government 

or 
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or magiftracy in this city, we certainly muft look 
upon this magiftrate as an arbitrary impofition of 
the fovereign; and notin the light of thofe char- 


tered liberties and franchifes granted by fucceed- - 


ing kings to.the city of London. For, whatever 
boatts fome people make of their Saxon original ; 

it is very evident, that they eftablifhed themfelves 
in Britain by the bafeft means; that freedom and 
liberty are not the fruit of treachery and tyranny 5 
and that the rights and privileges, which an Eng- 
lifoman calls his birthright, were not imported with 
thofe mercenary foldiers from Germany, but were ori 
ginally Britifh, and by neceffity reftored to the peo- 
ple by the Saxon kings, in a fucceffion of time, to 


make them, who returned to the towns, fit eafy 


under ufurpation, and to provide againft the reft- 
lefs ambition of thofe, that thirfted after univerfal 
dominion: it being found by experience, that 
thofe fovereigns are moft beloved and beft fup- 
ported by the lives and fortunes of their fubjects, 
who rule over a free people, and entruft them 
with the greateft tokens of their confidence. 


29 
A.D. 
476. 


Though London flourifhed in trade and com- London a 


merce in the beginning of. the heptarchy; yet we 
cannot look upon it as a free city till Sedert king 
of this divifion, having embraced the faith of 

Chrift, and being convinced of the difference of 
the power between them who govern flaves, and 
them who-govern over a free people; and that 
he muft expect the refentment of his neighbour- 
ing Pagan princes, for departing from their ido- 
~ latry, followed the good example of Evhelbert his 


uncle, 


free city. 


A. D. 
6046 


’ Epifcopal 


fee, under 


theSaxons. 
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uncle, king of Kent, the firft chriftian Saxon 
king’, not only inthe faith, but in the policy’ 
of government ™, to conciliate the affe@tions of 
his people under fo great a change, and granted’ 
them franchifes and immunities, to convince them 
that they, who were one with him in Cbrif, fhould 
no longer continue under the yoke of bondage. 
Here we date the eftablifhment of an epi/copal 
fee, in the perfon of Mellitus, at London, and 
though we have not equal authority for the civil 
eftablifhment, it is very confiftent, that the Port- 
reve was then alfo conftituted the king’s Jocum- 
tenens, or lieutenant to govern the citizens and in- 
habitants of London in a civil and a corporate ca- 
pacity. Be this as it will; chriftianity was re- 
ftored by Sebert, king of the Eaft Angles, and 
Mellitus was confecrated bifhop of London. } 
Mellitus, abbot of a monaftery of monks at 
Rome, fent by Pope Gregory to affitt Auguftine, upon 
that miffion in Exgland (wherein he had the good 
fortune to convert Ethelbert, king of Kent, to the 
chriftian faith, and thereby became archbifhop of. 
Canterbury, at Ethelberi’s requeft) was confecrated 
bifhop of London, by the faid Auguftine, at the re-. 


1 Sebert was Ethelbert’s nephew, by his fifter Ricula, Ps 
under the jurifdiction of his uncle, who commanded as Lord 
Paramount, as far as the Humber: and Ethelbert was the 
third Enghj/b Saxon king whofe fovereignty reached to that 
river; Elli and Celin, or Ceaulin, being the two firtt. 

m King Ethelbert made many legal provifions and wife regu- 
lations with the advice of his council: and thofe regulations, 
fays Bede, were moftly extracted, ox copied, from Roman pre- | 


gueft 
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queft of king Sebert, in the year 604, who ex- » he 


tended his epifcopal jurifdiction over all his king- 
dom, as above defcribed; in which is included 
that part of Hertfordfbire, called the deanry of 
Braughinge, containing thirty parifhes, befides 


hamlets; and. fixt his epifcopal chair in the ca- Founda- 


thedral church of St. Paul, London, then building 


tion of St, 
Paul’s ca 


ina very magnificent manner ; finifhed in the year ‘hedral. 


610, and amply endowed. by King L¢belbert : 
Augufiine having before tranflated the metropolitical 
fee, in his own perfon, from London to Canter- 
bury, contrary to the exprefs orders of Pope Gre- 
gory, as Camden writes; neverthelefs, Bede in- 
forms us, that Pope Gregory in his letter to Au- 
guftine, having acquainted him that he had fent 
him the pal/, asa mark of his efteem for the 
great fervices he had done in. converting the Eng- 
lifh, proceeds to give him directions to erect 
twelve fees, within his province, with this referve, 
that the bifhop of London fhould receive the pall 
from the apoftolic (he meant, the Roman) fee. 


And he further directed, that after the death of _ 


Auguftine, the precedency of the bifhops of Lon- 
don and York was to be regulated by the priority 
of their confecrations. 


645 


In the fame year, 610, (fome date it in 605) Poundati 
Sebert built a minfter or church on the ifland of Weamin- 
Thorney, fituate at the weft end of the town, and “et abbey. 


On the {cite where there had anciently ftood a tem- 
ple dedicated’ to Apollo, which the king dedicated 
to St. Peter, and amply endowed, at the defire of 
Mellitus, bithop of London. But it was foon after 


ruined 


z 
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ruined and deftroyed by the Danes. It is alfo te= 


corded that the temple of Apel/o, which had been 


erected on the fame fpot by the Pagan Roman em- 


_~perors, had been demolifhed by an earthquake, | 
in the reign of Antonius Pius: and that King Lucius, 


the firft chriftian prince in Britain, built a finall 


chriftian church (A. D. 170.) out of or upon. its 
ruins; which’ was deftroyed in the perfecution, in | 
the reign of Dioclefan. After which this part of 
—Wefiminfier laid wafte along time, was overgrown | 


with thorns and bramble-bufhes, and being almoft 


encompafied with the Thames and Long-ditch, was 
called Thorney I/land. 


Such happy beginnings promifed fuccefs to the — 


chriftian miffion: but the arrogance, with which 
Auguftine and his -coadjutors treated the Britifh bi- 
fhops, in the meeting appointed and agreed by 
both parties, to fettle the keeping of Eaffer, gave 


fuch offence, as to retard the work of converfion ~ 


in the dominions of the other kings; and the 


death of Ethelbert and of Sebert, foon after made . 


way for idolatry and paganifin once more to over- 
throw the chriftian altars, and to extirpate chri- 


fiianity from their dominions. 

Eadbald, who was fon and fucceffor to Ethelbert, 
not only refufed the profeffion of chrifiianity, but 
was guilty of that inceftuous fornication of having 
his father’s wife; which libertine life and princi- 
ples had fuch a fatal influence upon his fubjects, 
that they revolted from the true God to the wor- 


fhip of idols, &c, This contagion fpread into 


é the 


F] 
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the dominions of King Sebert, and fo difpofed ae D. 
his country to receive the infection, that upon i 
his death, his three fons and fucceffors profeffed 
-themfelves pagans; gave their fubjects leave to 
become idolaters; and ordered Bifhop Méllitus to 
depart their dominions immediately. : 

Mellitus fled to France. But Sebert’s threé fons Londoners 
and fucceffors having foon after fell in battle, inadetitrys 
an expedition againft the Geviffi, or Weft Saxons ; 
and: Eadbald being convinced of his error, and 
difengaged from his unlawful marriage by the in- 
fluence of Lagrentius, fucceflor to Auguftine in the 
fee of Canterbury ; he became a chriftian, and re- 
called Mellitus, with expectation that the Londou- 
érs would reftore him to his fee. However, tho? 
he folicited with all the zeal and power he had, 
the king had the mortification to. be refufed, and 
to find that the Londoners were better pleafed with 
pagan worthip than chriffianity, and that they were 
too powerful to be forced by him to receive their 
bifhop. ‘Therefore, to exprefs his own zeal for 
| Mellitus, and opportunity ferving, he promoted 
him to the fee of Canterbury, upon the death of 
archbifhop Laurentius. 

A. D. 664. London was vifited with the plague, A plagues 
which alfo fpread and made great havock in the 
county of Hifex, at this time governed by two 
Kings, Sebda and Siger. Siger being induced to 
believe that this was a {courge from the Gods, fent 
to punifh the Ea/ Saxons for having abandoned the 
religion of their forefathers, returned again to 
idolatry, and by his example, drew away great 

MOL, 1; D part 
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part of his fubjects from chriftianity. Rapin, vol. 1. 
b. Il. he | He 
About this time was founded the parochial 


church of S¢. Martin, Ludgate, by Cadwallo, the x 


valiant Britifo king, who was buried there in the 
year 677, according to Robert of Glocefter, wh 
{peaking of this king’s memory, faith, | 
A church of St. Martyn living he let rere, 
In whyche yat men fhold Goddys ferayfe do, 
_ And fing for his foule and al chriftene alfo. 
"The fee of London had remained without a bithop 
till the year 653. when Sigderet, king of the Haft 
Saxons, embtacing the chriflian faith, Cedd, or 


Cedda, or Chad, was promoted and ordained to ~ 


the fee of London, He laboured greatly to bring 
the Londoners to a true fenfe of chriftianity, and 
was fucceeded by Wine, who had been driven out 


of the bifhopric of Winchefer, by Kerewaltho king. . 


of London till his death, which happened in the 


year 675, and made way tothat fee for Erkenwald, 


of the Weft Saxons, and fate in the.epifcopal chair _ 


on -a f 


or Ercenwald, who was fon of Offa, king of the Ea 
Angles, and had been educated by Mellitus, bifhop — 
of London. At this time Erkenwald was famous for — 


his holy life, and for feveral religious foundations, 


which he had built and endowed ; one for himfelf — 
at Chertefey, on the banks of the river Zbames, in 


Surrey; the other for his fifter Erbelburga, or Adle- 


burg, at Barking, in Effex. He was bifhop of | 
London about eleven years, in which time hecom- — 
pleted the converfion of the Londoners to the | 
ou 7 chriflian 
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chriftian faith ; and died at Barking, with fo great 
an odor of fanétity, that there arofe a {trong con- 
teft between the canons of St. Paul’s cathedral 
and the monks of Chertefey, which of them fhould 
be poffeffed of his body. In the mean time, the 
Londoners, efpoufing the option of the canons, took 
away the body, and caufed it to be honourably bu- 
ried in the nave of his own cathedral church, whofe 
buildings he had enlarged, and augmented its re- 
venues confiderably. He was afterwards numbered 
amongft the faints, and his reliques were then, re- 
moved, and at laft placed in a very fumptuous 
fhrine in the eaft part of St. Paul’s church, above 
the high altar. It is remarkable in this bifhop, That 
being feized with the gout a little time before his 
death, he would be carried in a horfe-litter about 
his diocefe, and preach to his people, 

He was fucceeded by Walter, or Waldber, or 
Waldbere, in the reign of king Sebdi, who weary 


35 
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675. 
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694. 


of the weight and pomp of a crown, went to this King Sebbi 


= n 
turns 


bifhop, told him his refolution to abdicate, and to monk. 


retire into a monaftery ; and haying paffed through 
the forms of a reclufe, and received the habit from 
the hands of Bifhop Waldhere, he gave him a 
large fum of money to be diftributed to the poor, 
Sebvi, notwithftanding his monaftic charaéter, ftill 
retained the fpirit of a prince. For, in his lat 


ficknefs, when he found death approaching, he 


grew fo folicitous about his behaviour, for fear 
the bitternefs of his agony might fink him be- 
neath his quality, and drive him into fome inde- 
cencies, either of pofture or expreffion, that he 
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requefted that none but the bifhop and two of 
his fervants might be witneffes of his laft breath. 


But this good prince perceived afterwards, that a 
virtuous and juft man has no reafon to be appre- 
henfive of any difcompofure in his laft moments ; 
for he expired without the leaft pain or ftruggle. 
About the year 700 Viéired, or Weal king 


of Kent, founded the collegiate church of St: — 


Martin le. Grand, within Aldgate. And fome 
writers carry this foundation higher, and afcribe 
the foundation of this college to King Cadwallem, 
or to fome ancient Britons in memory of that king. 

The Saxon princes had not long divided the 
land amongft them, before they were themfelves 
made a prey to treachery and ambition: he that 
had much was not contented with his fhare, and 
thirfted after more territory: and he that had lefs 


was continually undermining his neighbour, and 


practifing the worft of arts in fecret, to ufurp 
upon his dominions. For though they did allat 
laft embrace the chriffian faith, they grew very 


— Jicentious, and degenerated into all manner of wick- 


A great 
fire. 
A.D. 
764. 


A. D. 
798. 


ednefs. 


In 764 Londo fuffered very much vs fire. And : 


fome time after it was almoft totally burnt down, 


and many of the inhabitants perifhed in the flames — 
of their wooden houfes, in narrow ftreets, A, D. 


798, according to Simon Dunelmenfis. And it was 


{carce reared out of its afhes, before a great 


number of its new buildings ae ae the fame 
fate, 


oe 
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In a fhort time the whole heptarchy was engag- A. D. 
ed in ruinous meafures; and after continual wars ty 
and encroachments, from which the Londoners Condu& of 
had the addrefs and wifdom always to keep them- ee 
felves detathed, the feven Saxon kingdoms fell 


under the power of King Egbert, king of the Wef 


Saxons, who, by conqueft, became the firft fole 


monarch of England, by the flile and title of king 
of the Saxons, Futes, and Angles; .ordered the 
whole country to be called England, and dignified London, 
London with the feat of his royal prefence, (about ahi 
the year 819.) and amoneft the fortifications, engi as 
which he commanded to be made in the fea ports, 


it can fcarce be fuppofed that he neglected the 


chief port of London, where in all probability he 


either added to the number of towers on the 
walls, or built fome additional works, where the 
tower of London at the S. E. corner of the wall 
commands the river and bridge. 

The horrors of inteftine wars thus ceafed, Eg- King Ec. 
bert did all that a wife and good prince could do 24.8 
in his circumftances ‘to fettle the monarchy upon 
a foundation of juft and equitable laws, to the 
fatisfaction of his fubjeéts, to whom, in a cor- 
porated capacity, he granted charters of divers Grants 
immunities and privileges, judging it to be eafier ema 
for him to preferve public tranquility, and to 
eftablifh his authority by the fubordinate powers 


delegated to bodies politic, engaged to his intereft 


by his royal favours, than by any other means. 
In which plan of government there is great rea- 


fon to believe the Londoners could not be forgot : 


Dgars # but 
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but that their privileges and immunities were 
made adequate to their loyalty, and ready fube 
miffion to King Egbert, Whereas fuch had been the 
diffolution of manners, contracted during the 
civil wars by the Saxons, that they were grown 
particularly infamous for libertinifm in religion, 
and for treafon and rebellion againft the ftate : 
nothing but virtue and religion was uncreditable ; 
and it was fcarce fafe for an honeft man to live 
amongtt them, when Egderz diffolved the heptar- 
chy. This made it not only difficult for the new. 
monarch to reduce his conqueft to any decent con- 


- dition of fubordination and obedience; but, ac- 


cording to the hiftorians of thofe times, God, to 

unith them for their impieties, gave them up to 
the fury of the Danes, who, wherever they came, 
either murdered or made flaves of the inhabi- 
tants; rifled and burnt the monafteries and 
churches, and deftroyed all the monuments af 


- learning and religion. 


Danifh ine 
vafion. 


A.D. 
233. 


The Danes invaded England with five and thirty 
fhips at firft, and landed at Lindesfern, near the 
mouth of the Tweed, in the northern extremity 
of England: where they fought the Engh/h with — 
Egbert at their head, with fuch fuccefs, that he 
was routed, and himielf marrowly efcaped un- : 
der cover of the night: and in the year 834, 
the Danes dared. to approach the mouth of the. 
Thames, and to make a defcent on the ifle of Sep-. 
pey, which they plundered. Being encouraged 


with this fuccefs, and charmed with the wealth, a 


of the country, they next year returned with 35_ 
fait, and landed an army in the river Car, or at 
Char- 
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Charmouth, near Lime, in Dorfetfbire, where they “ D. 
835. 


were joined by the difaffected Cornifh Britons, and 
after an obftinate battle with King Agder’s forces, 
they kept the field and entrenched themfelves, 
to the great confternation and terror of the whole 


nation. ‘This produced a flate-convention at Lon- Great 


_ don, in the prefence of King Egbert, and of With- 
lafib his viceroy or lieutenant over the Mercians, 


to confult of meafures to preferve the country — 


from the ruin threatned by thofe invaders. 


Whatever might be the refolutions of that © 
convention, death cut off Egdert before they could . 


be properly carried into execution; who was fuc- 
ceeded, in the year 835, by his fon Erbelwulf. This 
king was fcarcely warm on his throne when the 
Danes, as if they had been ‘preparing for the utter 
fabverfion of the kingdom, began their hottilities 
with greater force and fury: for in his firft year, 
they landed at Hampton, Port/mouth, Cafbam, 
&c. depopulating and deftroying all before 
them: and tho’ they met with feveral defeats, 
_ they recruited their forces in the winter, and 
returned with frefh fupplies and an increafe of 
{trength in the fpring; infomuch that in the 
16th year of this king’s reign, they entered the 
Thames with 250 fhips, and furprized the city of 
Lendon, which they facked, plundered, and: burnt. 
However, thofe misfortunes did not make him 
forget his dependance upon God ; for he was a 
moft religious prince, and made the grant of the 
tithe of the whole kingdom to the church, 
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London. 
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In the year 851, the Danes re-entered thé 
Thames, with a refolution to put an end to that 
great and opulent city, which they looked upon - 
to be to the nation, as the heart is to the human 
body, for the fupport of trade and the cireulation 
of riches. They arrived. before the city with a 


fleet of 350 fail, and wrecked their vengeance. 
ppon the remains of their former’ expedition, 
‘But they paid dear for this barbarity, for they 


were met, entirely routed, and moft of ‘their 
troops were cut to pieces; by the king and his fon 


3 Athelbald, at a place called clea, But fuch was 


the deftruction made by thofe barbarians in Lon- 


don, that it fuffered more in this devaftation, than 


by any former invafion and change of matters. 
This king confented to a partition of the king- 
dom, and refigned the beft part of it to his rebel- 
lious fon, about a year before his death, which 
happened. in the year 857. In which partition 
London fell to the fhare of his unnatural fons 
However, this fon Ethelbald was cut off in the 


-midft of his days by death, in the year 860, and 


was fucceeded by his brother Ethelbert, who became 


the next fole monarch of all England; but was di- 


fturbed by the Dani/b invaders, who landed at Soutb- 
ampton, and plundered Winchefler.. And they con- 
tinued their depredations with more fury and ftreneth 


in the time of Erhelred his brother, and fucceffor 


to the throne. During the troubles of this 
prince’s reign, the kings nek Mercia and Northum- 
berland took the advantage of the’ opportunity, 
and renounced their allegiance and homage, and 

et 
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fet up for their former independency, while Erbel- A. D. 


ved their fovereion was engaged with the Dames. 

And they were fo blinded to the common in- 
tereft by their private ambition, that they took 
no care to flop the progrefs of the Danes, till the’ 
remedy was out of their power, and the mifchief 
erew irrefiftible; for the pagan Danes over-ran 
the kingdoms of Mercia, Northumberland, and 
the Laff Angles ; burnt York, and plundered Not- 
tingham, with a great number of other places; 

amoneft which was_ the tuined city of London, 

in which the darbarians took up their winter quar- 

ters, and made it a place of arms; this king and 
his fucceffor not being able to oppofe them. 
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In the midft of thefe troubles from foreign bar- King Al- 


barous invaders and pirates, King Alfred fucceed- sie 


ed his brother Ezheldert on the throne; where he 
found himfelf in a poft of great difficulty. For, 
he was obliged to be continually in the field: and 
fuch were their refources for men, that if the 
Danes happened to be routed in one quarter, they 
immediately appeared in another, leaving marks 
of ravage, flaughter and defolation, wherever 
they came. So thatthe king, not able to main- 
tain the war againft the Danes any longer, re- 
tired with his little army to the morafs of Arbel- 
inge, near Taunton in Somerfetfoire: and having 
fpied out the fituation and diforderly condition of 
the enemy’s army, in the difeuife of a fidler and 
buffoon, which gained his admiffion into every . 
quarter of their camp, he returned to his own 
people encamped in the morafs, and addrefied 
. them 
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them'in words to this effeé: “ He told them 
how thankful they ought to be to Almighty God, | 


for giving them patience and courage to ftrugele 
with fo great difficulties, and hold out after fo 


long trial: that they ought to look upon their. 


misfortune, as a punifhment for their mifbeha- 
viour: that it was their fins, that had given their 
enemies this advantage over them: that reforma- 


tion would undoubtedly turn the feale, and alter ° 


the face of affairs: that they ought to recollect 
the juftice of their caufe, and depend upon the 
protection of heaven: that they were to confider 
the advantages of their own fide, and the necef. 
fity of engaging: that chriftians were to encoun- 
ter heathens, and honeft men pirates and thieves; 
men, who without any provocation had deftroyed 
their country, feized their fortunes, and murder- 
ed vaft numbers of their friends and relations, 
without regard to age, fex, or condition. We 
are, faid he, to fight thofe, who have neither 


good faith nor juftice in them; that have broke | 


through the moft folemn engagements a hundred 
times over: that this was not a conteft of ambi- 
tion, nor a ftriving for an enlargement of domi- 
nion: that their fwords were drawn for no other 
reafon but to fecure themfelves, and to recover 
their own; that-it was to preferve their parents, 


‘wives and children, from hardfhips, flavery, and 


all manner of barbarous infults, of a haughty 


and licentious enemy ; and which was a ftronger _ 


motive than all this, that they fought for the 


honour of Gop, for the intereft of his church, 


‘and 
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and to prevent the extirpation of the chriflian re- A. i 
ligion.” yee 

After this fpeech, Alfred advanced with bie Defeats 
army in the moft filent manner towards the enemy, "* 99"** 
came upon them unexpectedly, cut moft of them 
in pieces, and gained a complete victory, (in 
878); which blaped the Danes to fuch low cir- 
cumftances, that their leader fued for peace, and 
promifed either to turn chriftian or quit the coun- 
try. fred infifted upon his turning chriftian ; 
which was performed almoft generally through the 
Danifo army, after the example of their leader 
and king, Gurmund, or Guthrum, and Alfred, ge- 
neroufly (but not very wifely) rewarded them 
with the kingdoms of the Haff Angles and Nor- 
thumberland. 

King A/fred being thus delivered from all ap- Rebuilds 
prehenfions of any more Danifh invafions, repair- os 6 
ed to London, his capital city and place of refi- bondon- 
dence, rebuilt its walls, towers and gates, burnt 
and ruined by the Danes: drove out the Danifh 
inhabitants, that had fettled there; reftored it to 
its former liberties and beauty, and committed A. D, 
the cultody of it to Erhelred, Duke of Mercia, neg: 
his fon in-law, by the marriage of his daughter 
Ethelfrida, (A. D. 889); in hopes that this might 
always be a place of fecure retreat within its ftrong 
walls, whatever might happen from a foreign or 
domeiticenemy. But its beauty was foontaken 4, p, 
away by a calamity of another nature in the year 893- 
893, when, as Ralph Higden relates, London, then A fire. 
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built with wood, fuffered a total eonBapration by 
accidental fire. 


But the walls efcaping this misfortune Sroved 
of great fervice to their lawful fovereign, when — 


afterwards attacked by the perfidious Danes, who 


had not dropt the thoughts of conquering Eng- 


land. The happy fituation of their countrymen, 


by the late treaty with A/fred, rather encouraged 


the Danes to pufh their fortune; fo that they 


continued perpetually hovering .over the/Engh/h 
coat, and feeking frefh means of advantage, in 


which they were too fuccefsful, when as to make 
good their landing. 

The Danes, as we read in the Sam chronicle, 
landed a little below Tilbury, and ereéted a fort 


or ftrong caftle at Beamfleote, now Southbemfleet, 


neat the ifle of Canvey; from which they made 


frequent-excurfions, committing great ravages in 
Effex: on which occafion Alfred difpatched the 


- governor of London, Ethelred, his fon-in-law, with 


fome regular troops and the city militia, or fele& 
body of citizens; who drove the Danes back to 
the caftle, laid fiege and took both it and a very 


rich booty, together with the wife and fons of the 


Danifh general; and brought them prifoners to 
London, whofe citizens had in this aétion figna- 

lized themfelves with the greateft bravery. — 
Speed informs us, that the Daves failing up the 
river Thames, entered the river Lea, at the place 
called: Bow Creek, a little eatt of Blackwall, and 
pafied with their light veffels 20 miles northward 
into the country, and buile a fortrefs. or {trong 
camp, 


: 
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camp, at the place called Weare, or Ware, fome a Dd, 
fay at Hertford, in Hertfordfbire. is 
They, in this fituation, gave the Londoners 
particular uneafinefs, who joined the king's forces 
early in the fpring, to diflodge that band of free- 
booters from their neighbourhood. But the king, 
in attacking their works, loft four of his chief 
officers, killed, and was repulfed with other confider- 
able lofs. He then fo difpofed his army as to cut 
off all fupplies of provifion from the enemy by = 
land, and diverted the river Led into three chan- — 
nels, to reduce the depth of the water, and fo to 
prevent the return of the enemy’s ficet to the 
river Thames. — 

The Danes finding themfelves deprived of all 
fubfiftence, and their navigation cut off, were 
obliged to break up their camp with the utmoft — 
precipitation, and to depart without their veffels 
or fhips. The Londoners immediately demolifhed 
the enemy’s works, reftored the navigation of the 
Lea, deftroyed part of the fhips, and carried the 
beft of them in triumph down that river to Lon- 
don. fe agen , 

Wherefore fred, convinced of the neceffity of A great 
a naval power to guard the fhore, applied himfelf "¢**- 
fo diligently to fit out a fleet, that he was foon 
-furnifhed with 150 fhips of war: which had the 
defired effect, to prevent the enemy’s landing, 
and to defeat their fhips often at fea. 

He, in his-regulations of the commonwealth, pivifion of 
divided the kingdom into counties, the counties ravane 
into bundreds, and the hundreds into éythings, that 
every 
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A.D. every man might be more under the notice and 
895: jurifdiction of the government, and more certain- © 
ly anfwerable to the law for any mifbehaviour, 
This regulation being of fo great utility to the 
ftate and government of the nation, we can fcarce 
doubt, but that this wife legiflator provided fome 
equivalent provifion to anfwer the fame purpofes in” 
the great and opulent metropolis of the kingdom. 
. And as we hitherto meet with no divifion of the 
London city of London, there is great reafon to think, 
divided in- 
towards. that fo large a body of people, not divided into 
hundreds and tythings, were then brought under 
the regulation of wards and precinéts, for the well 
ordering and governing the city. And as this 
Office of king alfo conftituted the office of /beriff, the na- 
fheriff cone aN hnt a 
ftituted. ture of the office made it neceffary to have it alfo 
in London. So that here we have the glimmer- 
ings of the order of magiftrates afterwards fettled 
in the city of London, in the perfon of the portreve, 
or portgrave, or governor of the city, as fupreme 
magiftrate; in the fheriff, and in the officer, or 
fubordinate magiftrate, by what name foever then 
diftinguifhed, which, being placed at the head of 
each ward and precinét, were analogous to the. 
more modern title of aldermen and common- 
council-men. 
Navigation  A/fred did not ponte his talent in fhip building: 
improved: +4 men of war only: he likewife improved his 
invention for mercantile fhipping, and con- 
trived merchantmen, that would both fail better, 
and carry larger burdens than in former times, to_ 
the great increafe.of foreign trade, and the benefit 
| of 


® 


ca 
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of the city of London, and his royal revenue; A. D. 
without which it had been impoffible for him to ay 
maintain his fleet, and to erect fo many monu- 

ments of piety and learning. 

This king, having fettled affairs of greater im- eke and 
portance after the moft prudent manner, thought poutes be- 
one thing, both neceffary in itfelf, and ornamental § Seolollt 
fo the city of London and to the whole nation, 
fhould not be neglected; which: was to fpirit up 
the Engli/h to an emulation in building their houfes, - 
for the future, in a ftronger manner than they had 


hitherto done. At that time their houfes were eet hy 


moftly of wood ; a houfe built with any other ma- 
terials, was looked upon as a fort of wonder. 
But Alfred having began to raife his palaces with 
ftone and brick, the opulent Londoners, and the 
refident nobility in and about London, copied the 
example: though it did not come into general 
ufe till fome ages after. r 

He died in the year 899 or goo, and was fuc- A.D. | 
ceeded by his fon Edward, who had great fuccefs ne 
in the field againft the Danes; but was plagued 4 p. 
with their invafions all his reign; as was his fon 925. 
and fucceffor Athelftan, A.D. 925. In whofe Great 
reign there was a convention of the church and oa oF 
ftate at London, in which many things were or- borden. 
dained for the well-governing of the common- 
wealth. | 
A. D. 938. was fought the terrible battle of Bravery of 
Brunanburgh, between Kine Athelfian and Conftan- Pane 
tine king of Scotland, who had invaded Northum- A.D. 
berland. The battle lafted from morning till 93° 

night ; 


A.D. 
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night; and ended with the defeat of the Scots, 
and the lofs of theirking. Of which victory the_ 
Londoners juttly, shallenged, and were allowed the 
chiefeft fhare, for their furprizing behaviour and 
moft undaunted courage, preferable to the beft 
of the regulars in the army: and foon after, the 
King, as a mark of his royal efteem, diftinguifh- 
ed London in the law then made concerning coin- 
age 3 by which it was ordained that no lefs than 
eight coiners fhould be allowed to Loudon; which 
aie confiderably more than was. allowed to any 
other town or city, except Canterbury. 

King Athelfian gave to the cathedral church of 
St. Paul, London, the manor and lordthip | of 


a Cadington- major, now called Affonbury in Bedford= 
Joire, together with the manor of Sandon in Hert=-— 


Founda- 
tion of 
All-hal- 
lows, 
Staining. 


Sordfpure. 


This king, Atheifan, or as <ibie have his name, 
Adleftdn, had his palace in Adleftreet, in Alderman- 


bury; which in ancient records is, from his living © 
there, called King-Adle-fireet. And he alfo found- — 
ed the church of St. Alban, in Wood-frreet, atthe 


eaft end of which ftood the royal palace. 


About the fame time when ftone buildings be- — 
ean to be encouraged, we may date the founda- — 


tion of the parochial church of Al-ballows, Stains 


ing, Otherwife Stane, or Stone-church, to diftinguith © 
it from other churches of the fame name in this 


n The prebendary of Pesshc Minor in St. Pashia 


whofe corps is in the parifh of Cadington, and bears the name 
of the manor or farm of Prowvender, in Bedfordfbire, was part 
of that donation of Cadington, given by King Athelfan, 

5 | city, 
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scity, which were built in thofe days of timber; i , 
Jtane in the Saxon tongue fignifying frones  » ae, 
_ Edmund facceeded his, brother Athelftan, A, D, Law con- 
040. and though much peftered by the Danes, airings 
and traitoroufly and barbaroufly murdered in the contract. 
fixth year of his reign, he has left fufficient proof 

of his attention to the well governing of his peo- 

ple; of which there is extant the convention held 

(in 945.) under him at London; wherein and A.D; 
whereby it was , ordained, 1. ** That after a wo- 945° 
<¢ man and her friends have given their confent 

to marry, the bridegroom is not only to make 

«© a folemn promife of the performance of arti- 

cles, but likewife to declare his entering into 

an engagement, according to the tenor of the 

“¢ gofpel. 2. That then the maintenance of the 

** bride is to be adjufted, and the bridegroom and 

“ his friends are to give fecurity upon this head, 

3- That after this, the bridegroom fhall make 

a declaration of his wife’s dowry, and mention 

‘* the particulars in which it is to confift. 4, 

“* That if fhe fhould happen to furvive her huf- 

band, fhe fhall be allowed the moiety of his 

“© goods and eftate: and in cafe of their having 

“* no iffue, that fhe fhall enjoy the whole fortune 

** till her fecond marriage: and that fecurities 

** fhall be given for the performance of the fore- 

_ going articles, by the man and his friends.” 

And it was further ordained, ‘* 5. That when the 

** conditions were agreed between the parties, the 

* woman’s relations fhall engage for her virtue 

® and good behaviour, and take fecurity for the 
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“© folemnity of ‘the marriage. 6. That if the 

‘ hufband fhould remove her out of the jurif — 
«© dition of the thane or baron, where fhe was 
‘© brought up, he was to enter into articles; that 
** no body fhould injure her. And on the other 
«* fide, That in cafe fhe fhould do her hufband 
«© any confiderable damage, her friends were € ob- 
¢¢ liged to make him fatisfaction.” 

The affaffination of King Edmund, A. D. 946. 
happened i in this manner, at a place called Puck/e- 
church, in Glocefferfbire ; where, at a grand enter- 
tainment, the king obferving one Leof, whom his 
majefty had banifhed for robbery on the highway, 
returned from tranfportation before the expiration 
of his fentence, and impudently intruding and — 


taking his feat at table next to a perfon of great 


quality, without being noticed by any other per- 
fon, was much difturbed at fuch unprecedented | 
infolence, and rifing haftily from the table, feized — 


 Leof by the hair.of his headvand threw him on — 
the. floor. The wretch drew his dagger and — 


- plunged it into the king’s breaft : upon which his — 


_ majefty immediately expired. The nobles and | 


gentlemen prefent, revenged this treafon and mur- — 
der by hewing Leof to pieces upon the fpot; but 


' he wounded {feveral of. them before he’ Poi gragl be 


difpatched. We e 
Edmund \eft two fons, minors, who’ were fet — 
afide by their uncle Edred, by the favour, in- — 


‘trigue, and intereft of Dunflan, common; called — 


St. Dunftan, his confeffor. But Edwy, eldeft fon — 


of Edmund, was advanced to the throne on the — 


death 
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death of his uncle Edred, which happened in the A. D. 
year 955, whofe irregular life, and quarrels with 7°" 
the monks, difoufted his fubjects, occafioned 
feveral commotions, and enabled the Northum- 
brians and Mercians to {eize his dominions, as far 

as the Thames. 

Edwy died in the year 959, and was fucceeded How Lon- 
by his brother Edgar, who had been fet up fome cesta 
time before by the monks, in oppofition to him. Linaie 
#dgar’s extraordinary abilities, the reputation of 
his wife adminiftration °, and fuccefs in all his 
undertakings, attracted the attention of all the 
neighbouring nations, and drew a great concourfe 
of foreigners to his court, at London; where many 
of them left their vices ? and ill cuftoms, as well 
as their money. 

The minfter built by. King Sebert at Thorney, 

and called Weftminfter, by way of diftin@ion to. 
St. Paul’s cathedral, which ftood towards the eaft 
of that ifland of Tborney, and was deftroyed in 
the Danifb wars, was reftored in the year 958, by 
King Edgar, and Dunjfian, bifhop of London, and 
had 12 monks placed in it; who were but badly 
provided for, till Edward the Confeffor’s reign. 


° Who took care that the laws were well executed: and 
fuffered no man’s quality to protect him in his mifbehaviour, 
See Malm/b. de Geft. Reg. Angl 1. 2. fol. 31. 

P One of which was drunkennefs, which becoming very 
exceffive, the king in order to reftrain that vice, ordained that 
there fhould be a fize made by’certain pins fet within every 
drinking cup, with a penalty to be inflicted upon fuch as. 
fhould prefume to drink deeper or beyond that pin or mark, 
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an The church of St. Paul was burnt in the year 

ee a 961, and rebuilt the fame year, when Athelfian | 

burnt. JET. was bifhop of London +: and a great number — 
of people died of a malignant fever. Ht 

In his reign the Z babi was adorned with a nu- — 

merous navy of 360 fhips of war, from whence the — 
king, every year, after Eaffer, ordered three fqua- 

drons to proceed and to cruifé off the three cardi- — 

nal points of the ifland. With the eaftern fqua- — 

dron, he cruifed as far as the We? of England s : 
and\then fending thefe back, he embarked in the — 

weftern and failed to the’ north; where, going | 

aboard the xorthern divifion, he failed round to the 

ealt. By which regulation the coafts were fecured : 

from invaders and pirates ; and fifhing and com- ' 

merce were protected and encouraged. ‘ 

Influence -Edgar’s death, in the year 975, created a endl : 

ot tne ere Gebate about the fucceffion. The queen, and 


Londoners 
in tate af- part of the nobility, fupported the title of herown — 
a.p, fon Ethelred, But the king had bequeathed the 
975» crown to Edward his ‘eldett fon, by a former 
lady; and-this nomination was fupporied by the 
monks and the city of London, who carried their 
point, with the affiftance of Dunjftan, archbifhop — 
of Canterbury, who entering the council met to - 


debate de jure, did de faite, fays Speed, prefent | 


a According to the le bata page 117. Ij 1s apd ’ 
prehended that the cathedral burnt down, was built of wood 5 
‘and that this built in a year, was wood alfo, and not of the | 
dimenfions of the magnificent old flone cathedral, begun by 
Bifhop Maurice, in. the reign of William Rufus, which flood 
till the dreadful firein 1666. - 

: & ee Prince. 
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Prince Edward for their lawful king : and he was A. D. 
thereupon immediately acknowledged and pro- ee 
claimed. However, Ethelred’s mother found an 
opportunity to have Edward ftabbed, by one of 
her fervants, as he. was drinking an eager draught 
on horfe back, at the gate of her palace: which 
made way for Ethelred to the throne. A.D. 979. 
Thefe practices to come at the crown, creating Danes ree 
great difgufts in the minds of the people, and the Pet 
incapacity of Erbelred to govern, encouraged the 
Danes to renew their hoftilities. They were no 
longer afraid of the ouarda-coftas, that were 
neglected and fuffered to rot in the Thames; and 
they were in expectation of a good countenance 
and aid from the difaftected part of the nation. 
Thus we read that not only the Danes, about 
two or three years after his acceffion to the throne, 
landed at Southampton, ravaged the country, de- 
ftroyed, and carried off moft of the inhabitants, © 
and over-ran the ifle of Thanet, threatning a vifit 
to London itfelf, but the Norwegians alfo made a Norweg- 
defcent at the fame time, and committed great i 
outrages in the city and county of Chefler, A.D. A.D. 
98t. This fomewhat awakened the king tohis 98" 
own danger; which increafed by the procraftina- 
tion of thofe means, and the natural ftrength 
and fituation of his kingdom pointed out to be 
~ -neceffary for his defence. : 
In the year 982, the city of London was again London. 
_ “miferably deftroyed and defaced by fire: whofe one 
N beauty then, fays Speed, extended chiefly from | 982. 
— Ludgate weltward: for, within the walls, and 
(Dal | p23 ~ where 
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where the heart of the city now is, there was then 
neither beauty nor order in the buildings. Be- 
fides, the city was otherwife afflicted and greatly 
diftrefled with a fcarcity of provifions, and with 
a mortal ficknefs; attended with a burning fever _ 
and bloody flux, in a manner hitherto not known 
in England. 

The Danes returned in the next feafon with 2 a 


_confiderable army, and harraffed the country in a 


terrible manner: and, inftead of exerting the 
power in his hands to difpute their landing, Ethel-— 
red gave the enemy 10,000]. to retire. Peace 
‘was Pehcdied on this condition. Neverthelefs, 
their preparations continued for another embarka- 
tion. He then made an appearance of a refolution — 
to meet them at fea: anda fleet was fitted out for — 
that purpofe. But H/fric, the admiral, volunta- 
rily deferted, with all the fhips under his com- 
mand, tothe Danes: who, in a triumphant man- 
ner, entered the Zbames with a fleet of 94 thips, 
befieged London, A. D. 993, and harraffed the 
saicen country at difcretion, till E¢helred, not 
in a Capacity to meet them in the field, or to raife 4 


the fiege by force, though the Londoners bravely 


defended their walls, had recourfe to his former 
firatagem to pay them a6qo0)., to ftop their ope- 

rations. : ¢ 
This was Kas 1 the party before Jide q 
But Denmark was always pouring in new adven- 1 


- turers and more forces. The fcene was only 


changed to Exeter and the adjacent country, A. D, — 
yoog. which was cruelly laid wafte by another — 
era 


/ 
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body of invaders. So that it was refolved to place . aly | 


the chief dependance upon the navy. Many fhips 
were built: fquadrons were fitted out: but 
treachery and tempeft difappointed their fervice. 
And what raifed him to be the greateft object of 
the Danes refentment and vengeance, was. his 
breach of faith with them under the higheft fe- 


curities of friendfhip, when he, by a fecret com- The Danes 


miffion into every city, &c. ordered all their 
throzts to be cut in one day; viz. the 13th of 
November, A. D. 1002. This brought over 
Swaine, the king of Denmark himfelf, who, af- 
‘ter many attempts in 1003 to 1012, did land at 
Sandwich, A.D. 1013. with a confiderable fleet 
and numerous army; from whence, after a few 
days, he coafted the country of the Eaf Angles, 
entered the Humber, and penetrated up the Trent, 
as far as Gain/borough: where he encamped and 
ftruck fuch a terror into the adjacent parts, that 
the Northumbrians and Lincolufhire men, and all 
the country north of Watling-ftreet, made their 


fubmiffion, and {wore allegiance unto him. Then _ 


giving the command of his fleet to his fon Canute, 
with orders to favour his future operations, he 


_ himfelf marched with a reinforcement of Engli/h 


againft the fouthern Mercians, crofied the Watling- 
fireet, and then ordered his troops: to deftroy 
whatever they found in the fields, to burn the 


towns and plunder the churches, to cut the, 


throats of all the male fex, without diftinction, 
and to abufe the women at their pleafure: in 


re ot E 4 _. fhort, 


throats cut. _ 
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A.D. fhort, to diftrefs the country to the utmoft, and to 
rOl3 do all the mifchief in their power, 
“Strength This barbarous manner of making war, ftruck ~ 


‘and power 


of London. 2 terror into the Englifb, and made them drop’ 
their fwords in moft places, at. the fight of the 
Danes. So that when Swaine appeared efor Ox- 
ford, the city furrendered to him immediately : 
Winchefter did the fame. But London refitted his 
utmoft efforts. | -Exhelred’s whole dependance was 
upon his ancient and loyal city of London. He 


had fhut ‘himfelf up there, with his queen’ and 
_ family, and being ftrenethened with a confiderable 
reinforcement to the garrifon, by Turkbill or 
Turkull, a Danifh count, he made fuch a vigorous’ 


defence, that Swaine was forced to raife the fiege, 
with a great lofs of his men. 
Peace with © Swaine, thus difappointed of the metropolis, 
the Danes. 
precipitation to Bath, where he made a halt and 
refrefhed his army: and during his ftay there, he 
was agreeably addrefled by Admen, Earl of De- 
vonfoire, who brought in the Weft Saxons, and 
-gave hoftages for their allegiance. An event, 
that put him in poffeflion of almoft ‘the whole _ 
Englifh nation, at a time, he would have been 
glad to retire with fafety to his own country: and 
Ethelred perceiving his affairs thus defperately 


funk, and that it was not poffible for London to 


defend him any longer under a kind of ainsi 
revolt of his fubjetts, he permitted his faithful 
citizens to enter into a negociation with Swaine, 
and to make the beft terms they could get from 


~ 


marched, ‘or rather, as Speed writes, retired et 


the. 7 
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the “conquering enemy. Accordingly the Lon- 
doners made their peace with the Danes upon ho- 
nourable terms. 
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Ethelred fent away his wife Emma, and her two | 


fons, toher brother Richard, Duke of Normandy. 
The bithop of London embarked with them, but 


the unfortunate king continued awhile longer in’ 


England, on board a fquadron of men of war, that 
lay at Greenwich *, and failed to the ifle of Wight, 


and thence to’ Normandy, and was honourably re- 


ceived at duke Richara’s court. 

Swaine, in poffeffion of London, where he was 
proclaimed King, wintered there with his whole 
army, atid exacted fuch contributions as he thought 
proper, and which they dared not refufe to pay, 
under the power of a victorious army of darba- 
vians. But, though they were oppreffed for 
awhile, their hearts’ remained in the intereft of 
their exiled prince, to whom they contributed all 
the relief in their power, as long as he lived. 
For, upon the death of Swaine, which happened 
in the fpring of the year ror4, as he was upon 
an expedition with his army to raife contributions 
at St. Edmund/bury, the Londoners and Englifb 
nobility, declared in favour of E¢helred, and fent 


commiffioners to recalt him from Normandy, on 


conditions of a more agreeable adminiftration. 
Etbelred having accepted the invitation, and 
agreed to the terms propofed, was received by 
the Londoners and the nobility there affembled, 


* This is the firft mention we find of Greeawich in hiftory. 
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_ with great welcome and refpect, A. D. 1015; 


and was prefently placed at the head of an army, 
that enabled him to march in queft of Canute, 
who had retreated into Lincolnfbire,; where he gave - 
him battle, and fuch a defeat, as obliged him to 
re-embark, to quit England, and to ie for Den- 
mark, | 

This was not ccifive. Ethelred ated to 
London, gave himfelf up to too much fecurity, 
and took too little care to preferve the affections 
of his nobles. Canute, who had fucceeded his. 
father Swaine to the crown of Denmark, made 
great preparations for another invafion, and re- 
turned, as foon as poffible, with a very ftrong re- 
inforcement of 200 fail of fhips and a numerous. 
army, to the coaft of England. He put into 
Sandwich: thence proceeded with his fhips to the. ~ 
river Thames, where he landed. He alfoplundered _ 
the counties of Dorfet, Somerfet and Wilts. Ethelred -: 
being fick at London, gave the command of his. 
army to his fon Edmund: but L£dric, count of : 
Mercia, who was admiral of the king’s fleet, hav- 
ing carried off 40 men of war to the enemy, de- 
prived the young general of thofe laurels, which. 
otherwife he might have gathered in the field by. 


encountering the Danes. Ethelred being fomewhat 


recovered of his ficknefs, and defirous to punith 
the treafon of Hdric, and at the fame time to uy 
his laft fortune in the field, fummoned all his. 
forces to a certain place, on a certain day: where. 


~ he was cautioned not to venture a battle ;. for that 


his own fubjects intended to betray him; The 
king, 
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king, ever unfortunate to find treafons amongft A. D. 
them, whom he ought to truft, withdrew himfelf i 
to London; where he knew he fhould be fafe from 
treachery and treafon, and defended within their 
‘walls. Prince Edmund, however, was command- 
ed to march into thofe parts, that had declared for 
Canute, and to lay them wafte,. Canute did the 
fame, in thofe counties, which preferved their fide- 
lity to their fovereign; whofe ftrength and power 
increafing greatly, by the defection of the Engl, 
Edmund alfo hafted to London. for a reinforcement s 
which brought Canute immediately after him, who 
failed up the Thames, and once more prepared to 
lay fiege to London. But while the country was 
jn a manner ruined by the war, and the capital 
invefted, and it being dubious on which fide 
victory might declare, Erhelred died at London, 
April 23, A.D. 1016, and was buried clofe by 
King Seddi, in the north wall of the chancel of 
the old church of St, Paul, in a cheft.of grey 
marble, ftanding upon four {mall pillars, covered 
with a ftone of the fame colour, » 

The Danifh army fo over-awed the open coun- eats of 
tries, that Canute prevailed with the greateft-part Py de iat 
of the bifhops and temporal nobtity to declare 
for him, and to crown him at Winchefter, But 
the faithful Londoners, though they had the great- 
eft property at ftake, though they faw the greateft 
part of the Engli/h, either through fear or favour 
of. the Danes, and a great part of the clergy fup~ 
porting Canute, did not hefitate a moment to de- 
clare for, and tg fupport the right and title of 

Prince 
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A. Bs: Prince Edmund Ironfide, King Etbelred’s eldeft.fon,; 


1010, 


by his firft wife, to the crown of England; and@ 
they prevailed with Levingus, archbifhop of Can- 


terbury, to crown him at King/ton upon Thames, in 


April, A. D. 1016. almoft at the fame time that 
Canute was crowned by his faction at Winchefter. 
Canute being greatly incenfed againft the Lon- 
doners for this aét of their loyalty to the heir of the 
Saxon royal family, refolved to carry on the fiege 
of London more vigoroufly.. This was the time 
when it is faid Canute, finding the bridge barri- 
caded, caufed a cut or canal to be made through 
the marfhes, on the fouth fide of the Thames, fo 
broad and deep, as to carry his fhips to the weft 
fide of London bridge, in order to’ block up the | 
city, and.to cut off all fupplies by land and water, — 


Concerning which cut there have been many con- 


jeCtures : but confidering the time and labour re- 
quired for fuch a work, I fhould adopt that, as the 
moft rational, which enters at Dockbead, Rother 
hithe, and by a femicircle trends to, and empties it 


: felf at St. Saviour’s Dock, clofe above bridge, as 
it now ftands. But the citizens encouraged by 
the fpirit of loyalty and the prefence of Edimuia 


their new king, made fuch a brave refiftance, that 
Canute thought fit to withdraw his army, leaving 
only his fhips to form a kind of blockade by wa- 


ter, that when he found a fair opportunity, he 


might return againft them with better fuccefs ; be- 
Hie he owed them a grudge, and above all 


things defired to conquer them. Edmund. then 
‘putting himfelf at the head of his army,, follow 


5 
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‘Canute into the weft, and fucceeded fo wellin the A. D, 
1010, 


feveral battles he had with the Dames in thofe 
parts, that Canute was obliged to raife the block- 
ade of London, and to order his fhips to fail, and 
cover his own army in cafe of need, being pur- 
{ued and driven from place to place by the victo- 
rious Exgli/b. - 


London, delivered from the enemy, Edmund 


made his entry into the city in tflumph,; and his 
affairs now bore a good afpect. He was in great 
hopes he fhould be able to drive the Danes out of 


the nation, and with that view took the field once 


more, defeated them at Brentford; purfued them 
to Oteford in Kent, with the fame advantage ; and 
was preparing to give them a final blow, when 
Edrik or Edric, his brother-in-law, who had fo 
often played the traitor, as related before, being 
in the intereft of Canute, perfuaded King Edmund 
‘to halt, or not to continue the purfuit for fear of 
an ambufh, and to give his wearied army an op- 
portunity to reft and'to refrefh themfelves. Thus 
Canute gained time to pafs the river Tames, with, 
his army, into Efex, and there recruited his force 
by fpoiling all that would not enlift under his ban- 
ner. This was a grofs overfight in Edmund, ‘yet 
he faw his error in good time, and, continuing the 
purfuit, came up with the Danes at Afodon, neat 
Wealden in Effex; and would have given them a 
total overthrow, had not the fame Edric, to com- 
pleat his unnatural treachery and treafon, revolted 
to the Danes in the time of action, with all his 

; men, 


ed 
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A. D. men, and carried the victory. with him, acainit 
his king and country, 
Admit Ca-_ Edmund, thus betrayed, retired to Glocefter : 
ie ity. but Canute took the rout of London, which, being 
"informed that it was no longer in the power of the 
friends of their king to withftand the Danifh 
army, were fibppaed into a furrender, to open 
their gates, to admit the enemy to winter quarters 
within the walls, and to purchafe their peace with 
a large fum of money. y 
Acompro- Canute, in poffeffion of the metropolis, was 
vacnsng not permitted to reft with his fuccefs. Edmund 
ce aeag _fome how collected a promifing army in Glocefer- 
nute.  _Jbire, and was preparing to march in queft of his 
j enemy. They drew fo near to each other, that. 
' only the Severn was between their camps: where 
it was agreed by the two kings, in order to avoid 
_ thedding of more blood, that they would them- 
felves decide the matter by fingle combat, in their 
own perfons. They pitched upon a little ifland in 
the Severn, and in fight of the refpective camps, 
for this duel: and at the firft onfet, or fhock, they 
tilted with their lances ; which being broken they 
drew their fwords, and with this decifive weapon 
they let drive at one another at a moft formidable 
rate, like heroes in romance; till Canute dreading 
the hazard of the combat, fell back a few paces, 
made figns for a paufe, and began to retreat: when 
addreffing himfelf to Edmund, he faid, “‘ I former- 
«* Jy was very ambitious to get your crown from 
“ you: but now I am fo charmed with your 


‘«« bravery, that I value your perfon much more 
“¢ than 


/ 
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-« than your dominions and therefore I give you A. D. 
sé an hearty invitation to be my friend.” Hn 

King Edmund, though invincible againft force, 
was eafily overcome by civility; and not only 
‘gave Canute his life, but agreed to divide the 
kingdom with him. In which partition, Mercia, esi 
“of which London was then the capital, falling to Canute. 
“the fhare of Canute, the city fubmitted to him, 
and acknowledged Canute for their fovereign. : 

Edmund did not long furvive this compromife. King Ed- 
For, the traitorous Eric, his brother-in-law, in dered. 
order to make his addrefs to Canute more power- 

‘ fully, engaged his own fon and others, to con- 
ceal themfelves alternately under the privy or 
houfe of office, and to ftab King Edmund up the 
body, while he fate upon the ftool ; which the fon 
effeéted by two mortal ftabs, with a knife left in 
his body. This murder put Canute into the fole 
-poffeffion of the whole kingdom. He was re- 
ceived honourably into London, and there he was 
crowned king, of all England, by archbifhop. 
Levingus, A.D. 1017. who had fo lately crowned 
King Edmund at Kington. Where note, this is 
the firft king we read of crowned at’ London. 
A.D. 1017, Canute began his reign with a ° 
piece of exemplary juftice, that ingratiated him 
‘much with his new fubjects. Some of the parties 
concerned in the murder of King Edmund, had 
the confidence to difcover themfelves to Canute, in 
hopes of a great reward: but they were dif- 
appointed in their expectations, and were publicly 
executed. Eric eicaped this execution ; but foon 
3 | : after, 
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after, prefuming too. much upon the merit of his 
treafons,.fo often. repeated againft his. family and 
fovereign, in favour of the Danes, reproached 
Canute with the neglect of his fervices. -He.told 
Canute in exprefs words, ** That he had. firft dee 
“* ferted, and then murdered, King Edmund, to 
“* ferve him.” Canute then replied, ** You fhall 
certainly die for your confeffion;, fince you 
have owned yourfelf guilty of high treafon, 
and have murdered your natural fovereign, and 
** a prince that was one of my allies. Tidy Blood 
“* be upon thy head, for thy mouth bath teftified 


.“ againft thee, faying, I have flain the Lord’s 
_“* anointed.” 2 Sam. 1.16. Having faid thefe words, 


he ordered Eric to be hanged immediately in 
the room, and his dead body. to be thrown out of 
the window jnto the Thames *. 

The 


° Speed relates this ftory thus: Edmund being thruft into his 
body under the draught, with a fpear, when he was retired 


toa place for nature’s neceflity ; the traitor Eric cut of his 
fovereign’s head, and prefented. it to Canute with this falutas 
tion, * All hail thou now fole monarch of England: for here 


* behold the head of thy co-partner, which for thy fake I 
“* have adventured to cut off.’ Canute, though ambitious 
enough of fovereignty, yet, of princely difpofition, abafhed, 


and fore grieved at fo unworthy and difloyal an attempt, re- 


plied and vowed, “* That in reward to that fetvice, the 
** bringer’s own head fhould be exalted above all the peers of 
“the kingdom.” And fome time after, the king ordered 
Eric’s head to be fevered from his fhoulders, and to be fixt 
upon the higheft gate to overlook London. Speed’s Chron. p. 


~ 401. And Rapin fays, That Canute ordered Eric’s head that 


inftant to be cut off, his body to be caft into the Thames, and 
his 
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His next ftep was to marry Emma; fifter of A.D; 
Richard Duke of Normandy, and widow of King td 
Ethelred. Then he endeavoured to conciliate the 
confidence arid affections of his fubjeéts; by fend- 
ing his vaft fleet and mercenary army back to 
Denmark, which had been; and continued an into- 

_lerable burden, and occafioned great difquiets and 

terror in the kingdom. However, Canute availed Riches of 
himfelf of this act of policy; by raifing 72,0001. abi 
on the nation, and 10,5001. upon the city of 
Loudon feparate; to enable him to pay his forces, 
and to fend them away.—~A_ ftrong proof of the 
wealth of London, which was taxed at the rate of 
a feventh part of the whole kingdom. 

Amongft other religious acts; King Canute, in 
the year 1023, took up with his own hands the 
body of St. Elpbeg, buried in St. Paul’s, Londony 
and caufed it to be removed to Canterbury: For 
which act, Capgrave affigns this reafon, ‘* That 
-*: it was done partly to repair the offences of hig: 
‘¢ anceftors, and partly to perform his own vow: 
‘© For, continues this author, having been io. 
*¢ often defeated in the fhort reign of King Eds 
$° mund Ironfide, and reduced almoft to a refolu- 
“¢ tion to furrender himfelf, he in this diftrefs 

- *© confulted fome wife men amongit the Engh; 
** and demanded what might be their opinion 
.% concerning the caufe of his calamities? To 


his headyto be fixt upon the higheft part of the Tower of Lor- 
don, vol. 1. book V. which dhews that there was a Tower of 
“ London in the Saxon times. 3 * ele 
eek. F which, 
: 4 ; 
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which, my author writes, they made this an{wer : 
“© The holy martyr. St. E/pheg, a little before he 
“« was murdered by your father and countrymen, ~ 
“© foretold that the Danes fhould not take root in 
* this kingdom, but fhould perifh worfe than 
‘© Sodom. Therefore, if you would pacify the 
 bleffed martyr, at leaft for your days, promife 
“’ that when a profperous change fhall happen in 
‘* your affairs, you will caufe his facred relicts ta _ 
« be tranflated with honour to his own fee.” Ca- 
nute, wpon this advice, made this promife or vow. 
Soon after he obtained peace, then half the king- — 


dom, and at laft the whole kingdom. 


Therefore, as foon as the kingdom was fettled, 
the king, mindful of his vow, repaired privately — 
with Zgelnoth, archbifhop of Canterbury, and two — 


-monks only; to the fhrine of St. Elpbeg, in St. 


Paul’s cathedral, and propofed to remove the 
Saint’s body. Thearchbifhop ftartled at the pro- 
pofal, and defired his majefty would well confider 
before he put it into execution: ‘‘ for, he added, 
«© the Londoners, it is to be flatts will raife a tu- 


-& mult; and rather hazard the lofing of their 


“< lives, than be deprived of fuch a treafure and 
“© patron: as we find it related in Harpsfield. 
But Canute took fo much precaution, by placing 
{trong guards in the ftreets, and on the banks of 
the river, that by the help of the two monks only, 


the body was taken up, conveyed to a boat, and . 


carried acrofs the Tames; and from thence put | 
into a chariot prepared for that purpote, andl 
hurried away to Canierbury. | 
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The difficulty was now what fide to takein A. D, 
éafe of a‘ claim to the crown from a fon of King ae 
Eithelred, who was then at the court of the Duke delvenyy 
of Normandy, in cafe of Canute’s death, who had ap si 
no other title than the {word. An event which came the fuccel-. 
to pafg A. D. 1036; 6n which occafion the Londons °°* 
ers gave manifeft proof of their intereft dnd influ- 
ence in the fupport of the crown. The Englifh, 
in general, declared for Edward, fon of King 
Ethelred, or if that could not be carried, for 
Hardicanute, fon of Canute,. by Queen Emma, and 
then abfent on a tour to Denmark. The city of © 
London efpouted the claim and intereft of Harald 
Harefoot, fon alfo of Canute by Queen Elgiva of 
Northampton. Edward’s party prefently declined : 
and the Londoners,- for the peace of the realm, 
confented that the two brothers ‘might divide the. 
kingdom between them: but Hardicanute not re- 
turning to England i in a proper time, a wittenage- London 
mote was held at Oxford, where Earl Leofric, nae 
and moft of the thanes on the north of Thames, enkes oe 
with the Li%ymen or pilots of London, chole Ha- 
rold their king. Where by pilots we are to under- 
ftand the dire€tors, magiftrates or leading men of 
the city: and it manifeftly fhews that London 
then was of fuch grandeur, power, and diftinc- 
tion, that no national affair of confequence was 
_tranfactéd without their affent: for the Saxon an- 
nals clearly reprefent, that none were admitted 
into this affembly of election, but the nobility 
and the Lraymen of London. Matters were fo 
managed, that Harold was fuffered. to take pof- 

Fi2 feffion 


: 
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feffion of the whole kingdom *: and he took up his 
refidence in the city bie London. : 
Harold however made way for his brother Har- 
dicanute, A.D. 1040. who was preparing to affert 
his right by a powerful fleet and army, when the 
commiffioners from the nobility and city of Loa- 


don waited on him at Bruges to felicitate his accef= 


fion to the throne, vacant by the death of Harold, 
and to invite him to accept the crown.. He came 
immediately ; and the Arft act of his power, after 
his coronation, was to fend proper perfons to Lon- 
don, with orders to dig up his brother Haro/d’s 
body, buried at Weftminfter, to cut his head off, 
and to throw the head and the body into the 
Thames*, Which aét of inhumanity, and his 


extreme partiality for the Danes, fo alienated the ° 


affections of the Engli/b, that they came to a 
refolution to reftore the Saxom line at his death: 


which happened in the year 1042, when they 


t This is otherwife related by Ingulphus, who lived in the 
fame age, and writes, that Hardicanute was arrived from Den- 


mark before the partition was made. But prefently after be- 
ing obliged to return into Denmark, Harold feized upon the 


whole, by the affiftance of Godwin, Earl of Kent. See Ingulf 


fol. 8gs. and William of Malmfbury de Reg. 1. z. c. 12. 


«The body was afterwards taken upin a net by fithermen, . 
who buried it in the church which ftands without Temp/e'Bar, 
at the very eaft entrance into the Strand; and is called to this 
day, St. Clement Danes. It being at that time the common — 
burial place for the chriflian Danes. And from the addition, — 
it is very probable, that there was a canonical church in Lon- 


don, as there is at this ¢ time fi yh to St. Clement, in rie 
cheap. 
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recalled Prince Edward from Normandy, and placed A; D- 
him upon the throne of his forefathers. howe Soe 
Edward, farnamed the Confeflor, brought in fo Bayahd the 
many Norman and Roman fafhions and cafton eek 
that his court began very {oon to divide 
into factions, and dangerous parties ; efpecially 
between the Norman favourites and Earl Goodwin, 
whom they accufed of arrogance towards the 
king, and of illegal practices. A convention of 
the nobles was fummoned to meet, firft at Glo- ee 
cefier, and then at London, to enquire into’ the 
matter complained of ; and the Earl not appearing 
to the fummons, was banifhed the kingdom by 
* proclamation. But Count Goodwin entered the Londoners 
Thames with a powerful fleet and army, as high as LM Gre 
Southwark, and prevailed with the Londoners to wp, 
efpoufe his caufe. Then he failed up the tide 148 
and landed on the north fhore above the city, and 
made a fhew of an intention to furround the royal 
navy, that laid upthe river, The. king marched 
to give him battle: but the, wiler fort on both 
fides, in order to fave: Englifh blood, propofed a 
compromife ; by which Goodwin was to difarm, and 
be reftored to all honours, pofts and eftates, and 
the king was to difmifs all ftrangers from places of 
truft or profit in church and ftate. Amongft thele 
was William, bifhop of London, a Norman. But 
_the Londoners foon after interceded for, and ob- 
tained his recall and reftoration to their fee, Which 
affection of his flock fo endeared him to the Lon- 
doners, that , when. William the Norman, a few 
"years after, peaquerse England, bifhop Wham, 
F 3 by 
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MAD. by his power and favour at court, obtained a 
"°53° confirmation of all their ancient privileges. 
Founda- The parochial church of All-ballows in Lom- 
Age Fal bard-fireet, at its foundation in the year 1053, by 
des one Brithmerus, a citizen of London, was named 
All-hallows, Grafcherch, i.e. in the Grafs Market, 


near the north eaft- corner of Lombard-ftreet, and 


was given by the founder to the church of Canter- 


bury. 
Reftora- The king having in the days of his exile made 


tion of ‘ 
Ge aein: a vow to vifit the fepulchre at Ferujalem, or 


fter abbey. St. Peter’s at Rome, in cafe of his reftoration to 


the kingdom of his fathers, and declaring his in- 
tention to perform that vow, was prevailed upon 
to apply to the bifhop of Rome for a difpentation, 
-on condition of doing fome religious aét in his 
ownrealm, by way of commutation. ‘The Pape, 
amongft other things, enjoined him to build or 
repair {ome monaftery to the honour of St. Peter, 
and to endow it fufficiently. And upon the mo-. 
tion and recommendation of one Wulin, a reli- 
gious hermit who pretended to bring his meflage 
from God himfelf, the king pitched upon the ruins 
of the minfter or monaftery on the ifland of Thorney, 
where he deftroyed the old building; and laid a 
new foundation for a moft magnificent edifice, 

Bull and The king not only endewed this church and — 


Charter for 
eftmin- 


1065. 


~The king alfo thought proper tq infert that bull 


monaftery of monks, dedicated to St. Peter, ac 
fer abbey. Weftminfter, but favoured the fame with high pri- _ 

Minh sit yileges, and had them confirmed by a bull from ? 
Pope Nicholas, who then fat in the papal chair, — 
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of confirmation in the charter granted by himfelf 4: D. 
to this monaftery. In which charter and bull there *° 3” 
is a remarkable claufe, fetting forth, ‘¢ That the 

é place where the faid church and monaftery were 

_& built, was anciently the feat of kings: there- 
«fore, fays the pope, by the authority of God. 

« and his holy apoftles, and this’ Roman fee and - 

<< our own, We grant, permit, and moft folidly 

“© confirm, that hereafter for ever, it be the place 

<< of the king’s conftitution, or coronation, and 

“ confecration; the repofitory of the royal crown . 

ss and enfigns of majefty; and a perpetual habi- — 

© tation of monks, who fhall be fubject to no 

“© other perfon at all, but only to the king him- 

$6 fe] f.?—» . 

Having fettled the revenue, and confirmed all Its confe- 
his donations and privileges” to this chutch and 7” 
monaftery by three charters, the king proceeded 
to the confecration, and, after the example of 
Conftantine the Great, he fummoned a general 
affembly of the clergy and nobility to meet him at 
his palace, near Weftminfter, and to attend him at 
a folemn dedication of the magnificent church he 
had there built, to the honour of St. Peter. A 
church, fays Spelman, which that age could net 
parallel, either for the auguft majefty, or excellent 


w By virtue of the king’s charter, confirmed by the pope, 
the abbey of Wefiminffer had all the advantages of tenure, 
privilege and jurifdiction imaginable. ‘The Benedi ting 
monks, pofleffled of this abbey, had power to try caufes with- 
in themfelves ; were exempt from epifcopal authority; had 
their houfe made a fanétuary ; and no jurifdidtion, ecclefiaftical 
er civil, was allowed to break in upon them. 


F 4 con- 
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A.D, contrivance of the building: for, that church 
Hae tranfmitted to pofterity a plan for psiten 
churches in the form of a crofs. 

In the fouth ifle of the old abbey or minfter, - 
there was an altar or chauntry dedicated to St, 
Margaret, which ferved the neighbouring inhabi- 
tants by way of parifh church, and was accord- 
ingly endowed with tithes, &c. But that having 
its inconveniences, both in regard to the people 
and to the monks, the king removed it, and 
erected a parifh church diftin& from the abbey, 
and on the place where St, Margaret's apa: now 
ftands. 

Deathof — The king, who had been feized with a fever on 
Ae ta Chriftmas-eve, or only four days before this grand 
feffor, folemnity of the dedication, and ftrove apainit 
his infirmity; grew fo bad with the hurry and the 
coldnefs of the feafon, that he was forced to take 
to his bed as foon as the ceremony was over, and 
he died on the nones of Fanuary, 1066 ; and was 
buried, according to his own order, in the new 
church of S¢. Pezer, which he had fo i ball 
at Wefiminfter. 
College of . While this royal Sala was carrying on, 
poe Ingilricus, and his brother Kdewardus, or Gelassta | 
founded, A. D. 1056, a large and beautiful col- 
lege in St. Martin’ S- lane, within Alderfgate, and 
endowed | it for a dean and fecular canons, or priefts, rd 
by the name of St. Martin’s fe Grand. It does a 
. not appear to have met with any encouragement 
" from Edward the Confeflor, but was diftinguifhed | 
highly a 
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a _T —_* 


9 


: 
Lonpon, WESTMINSTER, Ge. 


highly by the privileges granted in the charter of 
William 1. and feveral of his fucceffors. 

The condition of the city of London in this 
reign is defcribed very concifely and fufficiently 


jn a ftatute, or in the 46th chapter of the laws of 


this king, wherein King Edward grants and ap- 
points the time for holding the bu/fings, in thefe 
words : — ‘* Debet in London que caput regni eft 
ét legum et femper curia domini regis fingulis 
feptimanis die lunze Huflyngs federe et tenere : fon- 
data enim erat olim et edificata adinftar magne 
Troje. Et ad modum et in memoria in fe continet 
in qua fuper fuit ardua compota et ambigua 
plecta corone et coram Domini regis totius regni 
predi&ti quia ufus et confuetudines fuas una fem- 
pet inviolabilitate confervat ubique ubicunque ipfe 
rex fuerit five in expeditione five alibi propter fa; 
tigationes gencium et populorum regni juxta ve- 
teres confuetudines bonorum principum et prede- 
ceflorum et omnium principum et procerum et 
fapientum feniorum tocius regni predicti, &c. 

In which King Edward acknowledges the pre- 


-eminence of Lozdoz over all his cities : compares 


it to ancient Zroy: confirms to it all its ancient 
cuftoms and ufages; fo as not to be violated by 
his fucceffors : and particularly grants his citizens 
of London the privilege of holding and keeping 
the buflyngs once a week, onevery Monday. 

The death of the Cozfefor, without taking any 
care for the fettlement of the throne, left the 
kingdom expofed to faction and ambition, and to 
become a prey to the ftrongeft hand. Harold, 

at fon 
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10 


credit of his family with the public, and efpecially 
with the Londoners, flretched out his hand to the 


A.D. fon of Earl Goodwin, trufting to the influence and — 


‘crown, and placed it upon his own head, the 
His compe- fecond day after the king’s death. But he had ~ 


ttors* to maintain his poffeffion by force, againtt Swaine 


king of Denmark and William Duke of Normandy : 
the former laying claim to Hygland, in right of 
fucceffion from Canute: and the latter, by and 
under the laft will and teftament 0 Edward the 
‘Confeffor# the king deceafed. The Dames afferted 
their right by a fleet and army, that entered the 
Danes re- Humber and laid fiege to York. But Harold en- 
| pulled. ‘tirely routed them, calid forced them to return, 
with great lofs, to Denmark. It was otherwife 
with the Duke of Normandy: for Harold, in op- 
pofing him, fell amongft the flain in the field of 
battle, and in the midft of the London and Mid- 
dlefew militia, which had the honour of being 
commanded by himfelf in perfon, and his bro- 


Battle withther, and received the Normans with fuch refolue 


the Nor- 
mans. On and courage, that they were at the point to 


retreat, had not Duke William, whofe crown now 
Jay at ftake, both performed the part of a leader 
bravely, and reftrained them with his prefence 
Harold and authority: and, at Jaft, an unfortunate dart 
fain. . {hot through Harold’s left eye into his brain, by 
which he fell off his horfe, and was flain under 
his own ftandard, together with 67,974 Englifo 
foldiers, upon a Saturday, the 14th of Ofober, 
1066, about feven milesfrom Haftings, in Suffex. 


Morcar 


¢ 
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Morcar and Edwin, the queen’s brothers, RAE 
efcaped from the battle by night, and came with °° Br: 
all fpeed to London ; where, affembling the peers, ernay 
they began to lay the foundation of hase frefh Sade 
hopes. They refolved to defend the nation againft if 
the Norman invader, and the prefident of the 
aflembly, //red, archbithop of York, wifely and 
refolutely advifed them to confecrate, and to 
crown Edgar Aibeling, (the true heir) for their 
king: in which the archbifhop was feconded by 
the Londoners, and the fea officers of the royal 
navy. But this wholefome advice was fet afide 
by the oppofition of Morcar and Edwin, whole 
ambition was to ufurp the ‘crown, or to tranflate 
it toone of their own family. And this bad po- 
licy kept the nation inaétive,-and gave the Nor- 
man invader time to cary. his plan into execu- 


tion®, , | 
C HAP, 


x Thus moft of the writers on thofe times. But Rapix re- 
prefents this revolution in quite a different light : ¢ All-the 
“< conqueror’s endeavours, fays he, had probably been vain, 
s if the clergy had not broken all the meafures Morcar and 
‘* Edwin would have taken, effectually to oppofe the execu- 
‘ tion of hisdefign. The aim of thefe lords, and of fome 
<¢ others zealous for the liberty of thei? country, was to place 
‘© Edgar Atheling on the throne.—The greateft part of the 
** people approved the propolition made by the two earls, but 
** the clergy openly oppofed it, not thinking it prudent to ex- 
 pofe their eafe and eftates to the chance of war: befides, 
« the Duke of Normandy affected to appear religious, to ie 
“ mote the intereft of the church, and his enterprize had re- 
** ceived the pope’s approbation. — Wherefore the two earls 
t* withdrew ; and the two archbifhops and Prince Edgar went 

rine 
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London fubmits to William Duke of Normandy, 
Tower of London enlarged. King William the 
Conqueror grants the City a Charter; a fecond 
Charter. Reign of King William Rufus. And 
of King Henry I. King Henry I’s. Charter. 
Religious Foundations. Influence of the Londoners 
againft Queen Maud. Her Majefty’s Resentment, 
King Henry II's Charter. Chief Magiftrate’s 
Claim of chief Butler at the King’s Coronation. 
Fitz-Alwine fit Mayor of London. Orders of 
the Court of Aldermen to prevent Fires. King 
Richard’s Charter for the Confervacy of the Thames. 
Water-bailif appcinted. Standard of Weights 
and Meafures at London. Fires, Hurricanes, 
_ Profits, and many other Incidents, from the Acceffion 
of William the Conqueror, to the Death of King 
Richard I, 


ALD, T was, at laft, refolved by a majority of the 
9 nobility and citizens to recognize and to pro- 
William claim Edgar Atheling for their king. But the 


Duke of é : 
na Conqueror. being’ advifed of thefe tranfaétions, 


marches to had marched with fo much expedition, that he 
London. , 
Was 


<* to the duke’s camp and fubmitted to him. Thus London 
“« bereft of the fuccour of thofe, on whom they could rely 
«* in defence of their city, and threatned with a ftorm by the - 
** Norman army, drawing near their walls, the magiftrates 
*‘ met Duke Wiliam, and tendered him the keys of their 
«© gates.” Vol.I. book VI. A.D. 1066. Yet this account is 
very inconfiflent with the following authentic relation, ‘“ Af- | 
ter the battle of Ha/fings, archbifhop Stigand, and Egelfinus, 

, “abbot 


wa! 


wit 


London, WestTMiINSTER, &e: 


was advanced as far as Southwark, before they 
could carry their refolutions into execution. Where 
he met with fuch a rough reception from the 
Londoners, who fallied out upon him, that he was 
convinced of the neceffity to ufe other means to 
bring them under his fubjetion; though he repulfed 


them with only 500 Norman horte. 


Southwark in afhes, William marched to reduce 
the weftern counties, and engaged the clergy to 
promote his intereft in London ; who, at laft, pre- 
vailed with the citizens to fubmit to the Normaz 


abbot of St. Augu/tine’s, fummoned a general meeting of 
the county of Kent, and brought them to a refolution, ra- 
ther to lofe their lives than their liberties ; and marched at 
their head, to oppofe the progrefs of the Norman invader, 
with boughs in their hats, that gave them the appearance 


-of a moving wood. Which fo furprized Duke Wiliam, 


that he defired a parley ; at which the archbifhop and abbot 
delivered themfelves to this purpofe: 

«« Sir, the Kenti/> men are your friends, and are willing to 
be your fubjects too, provided your highnefs will be pleafed 
to allow them reafonable terms: for, to deal clearly, they 
are people born to liberty, and therefore are refolved to 
preferve the laws and cuftoms of their country. Slavery 
isa thing, they are perfect firangers unto: neither are they 
willing to fubmit to any abatements of privilege. For; 
though they can relifh kingly government well enough, 
yet, abfolute and arbitrary rule is a thing they never can 
digeft| The Kentj/> men are, therefore, ready to, fubmit 
to your highnefs, if you pleafe to receive them on the foot 
of the conftitution, But they had rather run the ritk of a 
battle, and lofe their lives in the field, than give up their 
liberties, and live under the oppreflion of an arbitrary go- 
vernment. For, though the reft of the Exg/i> fhould ftoop 
to fervitude: yet liberty will always be the choice of Kent.” 


See Antiquitates Britan. and Thorn, Chron. p. 1786. | 
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invader, rather than to the ufurpation of Morcar 


or Edwin: and accordingly they invited him to 
their city: and the magiftrates and principal citi- 


zens received him in a moft folemn manner; de- 
livered to him the keys of their city gates; ac- 


knowledged him for their fovereign ; and, incon-— 


junction with the nobility and gentry, defired 


him to accept the crown: on condition that they 


fhould enjoy their ancient laws and cuftoms. The 
Duke immediately prepared for his coronation, 
which was folemnized in Wefminfter abbey, upon 
Chrifimas-day, 1066, by Aldred, archbifhop of 
York : the Conqueror not being fufficiently re- 


conciled to Stzgand, archbifhop of Canterbury, for 


the noble ftand he made at the head of the Kentifh 
men, as mentioned in the preceding note on page 
76; and for his attachment to Edgar Atheling. 


By thisexample of the capital, the reft of the 


kingdom fubmitted alfo to the Norman invader. 


However, he was always doubtful of the fteadinefs — 


and fidelity of a people, that fo precipitately defert- 


ed the rightful heir to the crown, and placed the. 
diadem upon hisown head; and having particular — 


reafons, in the courfe of time, to fafpect: the loyalty 
of the Londoners, he provided againft the worft ; 


and built a fortrefs, or rather. eniasand and ftrength- © 
ened the Tower of London, and garrifoned i it with © 


the beft of his Norman troops; in order to defend 
himfelf, and to over-awe the citizens. 


Having fettled his power and government, and — 


_ vificed his Norman dominions, King William made — 
a thew of his intention to rule his Engli/h fubjects, ) 
according to the eee of liberty ; and fo to” 

manage " 


! 


LONDON, WESTMINSTER, &e. 


manage the people, as to gain their affections by 
aéts of favour and goodhefs; rather than to rule 
them by mere acts of power and feverity.. With 
this view the Conqueror granted a charter of pri- 
vileges to the citizens of London, in the Saxon 
tongue, which in Exglifh runs thus : 


** William the king, falutes William the bifhop, 
“© and Godfrey the portreve, and all the bur- 
“ geffes within London, both French and 
“ Englifo, And I declare that I grant you 
“© to be all law worthy, as you were in the 

‘ days of King Edward: and I grant that 


A 


a 


‘his father’s days: and I will not fuffer 


“* any Besar to do you wrong. God keep 


ceé you.” 

By which charter it is evident, That the ZLon- 
doners had certain rights and privileges granted to 
them in King Edward’s days; and that they had 
obtained feveral liberties and immunities during 
the Saxon reigns: amonett which, one was to be 
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ter. 


© every child fhall be his father’s heir, after | 


Remarks 
thereon. 


Jaw worthy, or fo far Geb as not to be i” dominio, . 


or fo obnoxious to any lord, but that by reafon of 
their {tate and condition, as freemen of London, 
they might have the free benefit of the law: an- 


Other was, that their children foould be their heirs, 


and protected from the injury and violence of im- 
perious lords: and laftly, he grants them his pro- 
tection, That no perfon fhould do them wrong. 
But what is moft remarkable in the form of this 
charter, is its direction to the 2i/hop of the diocefe, 
as well as to the portreve and burgefles :’ which 
no way fupports the opinion that this charter was 

eranted 


1066.. 


Second 
Charter. 
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granted at Bifhop William’s requeft: but it manis 
_ feftly makes the bifhop of London, a chief ma- 
giltrate or officer thereof, by charter. ~ . 

This being the moft ancient charter preferved 
in the archieves of London, and referring to the 
rights and privileges enjoyed by the city, under 
King Edward, we muft reafonably conclude, that — 
athe city of London can produce no records older — 
than the conqueft, (except the ftatute for holding 
huftings, granted by Edward the Confeffor, as re- 
cited before on page 73,) they muft have been loft, 
deftroyed and confumed, by the plunder, rapine, and 
deftruction made by the Danes; and by thofe fires, 
which fo often laid great part of this city in afhes ; 
and were frequently fo furious, that the inhabi« 
tants, with difficulty, efcaped with their lives. 

In the fame box with the charter above recited +f, 
is preferved another charter, granted by the faid 
King Wiilam, in the Samon tongue, on a very 
narrow flip of parchment, about Thc fourths of 
aninch broad, which is thus tranflated : 

‘© William the king, friendly greets William ® 

** the bifhop, and Swegm the fheriff, and all — 
‘6 mine thanes in Laft Saxony; whom I do : 
“* hereby acquaint, that, purfuant to an — 
*“* agreement, I have granted to the. people 
** my fervants, the hide of land at. Gydde/- 
“ dune. And alfo that I will not fuffer either 
“* the French or the Engli/h to hurt them i I 
any thing.” oe 

x By mentioning Bifhop William in both thefe ona it 
_ dire&ts us to place them their dates, though not fet down in 
either charter, before the year 107 75 + ; in which year that yee 
died. WuarTon, 


| .* 
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Where, by the people, we are to underftand the A.D. : 
Londoners, his fervants, who keep this deed, and *°75"_ | 
got pofleffion of the land at, Gyddefdune, or Godf- ae 


den, in. Hertfordfhire, by virtue thereof: though 


itis a moft notorious example of the inadvertency 
of thofe .days, toymake a grant to’ any people, 
without a particular {pecification of their capacity 
and name: or fo muchas the date of the year, 
or of the king’s reign, .in either of thefe charters, 
In the year of our Lord 1075, there was’a na- Council at 
; : : London. 
tional council of bifhops and abbots, convened at 
London: there were many other of the clergy 
prefent. (In which was regulated the precedency | 
of epifcopal fees: and it was ordained, that every 
prelate fhould rank according to the priority of | 
his confecration, excepting’ thofe, who by ancient | ‘ 
cuftom had particular privileges annexed to their 
fees: and that the archbifhop of York thould be 
feated at ‘the right hand of the archbifhop of 
Canterbury 5 the bithop of London at his left; and 
the bifhop of /inchefter next to the archbifhop of 
York.” Yt was further ordained, that no bifhop’s 
fees fhould for the future be placed in villages or 
fmall towns. And accordingly Herman, bifhop 
of Shereburn, was ordered to remove his chair to 
Salifbury , Stigand to remove from Seleey’ to’ Chi- 
cheers and Peter of Litchfield to Cheer. And 
it was ‘further ordained; ‘That no perfon under 
the dignity’ of ‘a bifhop and abbot, fhould {peak 
in the council, without leave fromthe metropo- 
litan, AY, pVAaMyOV], gil 
Veni i; RoereK In 
A sagt 
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In the fame year, the king promoted Hugo de 
Orivalle to the fee of London, who had the repu- 
tation of a perfon of great abilities. For which 
reafon, the Conqueror joined him in commifiion 
with Aldred, archbifhop of York; who, with the 
affiftance of twelve of the moft fufficient and beft 
qualified in each county, were ordered to make 
fearch for a body of the old laws of England: 
called the Jaws of St. Edward the Confefor. Thefé 
two were appointed to receive the report of the 
twelve men in each county, and to fet down in 
writing, what they fhould deliver upon oath. | 
The Londoners held their deceafed bifhop, 
William, in fuch efteem, for the favours he did 
for them with the king, amongft which was their 
charter, procured by his ‘intereft at court, that 
they inftituted an anniverfary folemnity to his 
memory. For, being fumptuoufly entombed in 
ot. Pauls cathedral, the magiftrates of London 
ufed to go in proceffion to his tomb once a year. 
The Conqueror brought over a great many 
Fews, from Roan: a large number of whom 
fettled in Loudon, and in that quarter, which from 
them is, to this day, called she Old Fewry, in 
Coleman-fireet ward, | 
Every thing feemed to promife snd thle ‘es 
fecurity under gre new government; and the city 
of London flourifhed moré and more, with the 
great conflux of foreigners to the refidence of the 
Conqueror, -and by the new channels of trade 
opened by the Normans; when the citizens were 
almoft totally ruined by a fudden cafual fire, the 
greateft 
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preateft that ever had happened within their walls, AS D. 
which deftroyed the greateft part of the city, in eit 
1077%: and had this farther bad effect, to create 

and {pirit up fuch a jealoufy between the Engi 

and the French, whom the Englifo look’d upon to 

be the incendiaries; that it was with thuch difi- 

culty, and not till King William built the ftone | 
iquare tower, commonly called the White Tower 

of London, he was able to keep them in fubjection, 

and from dangerous riots and infurrections; which 

about this time appeared in many parts of the 
nation: or to defend the city on that fide, where 

the walls and the towers, originally built for de- 

fence on the fouth eaft, had been fubverted by the 

flux and reflux of the tides; and the city laid 

moft expofed by land and water: and for a place 

of fafety and retreat of the royal family, in cafe 

of need. And this fquare tower ftands upon the 

fpot where the fecond bulwark once fteod, in the 

eaft part of the wall from the Thames. 

- That white ftone fquare tower was built A. D. white 
1079, onthe {cite of the wooden fort, mentioned twe?>uilts. 
before; under the infpection and. dire@tion of 
Angulphus, bifhop of Rochefer, the greateft archi- 

tect of hisage. And London was not quite reco-.A great 
vered and rifen from the afhes of this fire, when *'* 
the weftern parts of the city were again, A.D. A.D. 
1086, vifited with a moft raging fire; which began 108% 
at Ludgate, and ravaged through the preateft and 


moft opulent part of the city: in which conflagra- St. Paul's 
burnt. 


Y A council was held at London, in 1076, in which was 
again regulated the precedency of the bifhops. | 
G2 . tion 
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A.D. tion S#. Paul’s cathedral was burnt down. - How- 
oe ever, fuch was the vigilance, activity, and piety 
magni. Of Maurice, then bifhop of London; his intereft at 
cently. courts and fuch was the devotion of the people 

to the apoftle St. Paul, that. there arofe out of 
thofe afhes, a, more magnificent ftructure. than 

ever had been applied tothe purpofes of devotion, 

in any part of. England before..,. For, \Maurice.ob- 

tained a grant of the materials found in the.ruins 

of the great Palatine Tower, near Fleet. Ditch, 

burnt down at the fame time, to help forward the 
building of S¢. Paul’s. , But the good bifhop.had 

planned this cathedral fo extenfively, that he) was 
obliged to leave the finifhing thereof to/pofterity; — 

though he profecuted the work .with’ aneoMMOA 

diligence, for twenty years.» |.) ittooxs Seen 

. In the, reign of William the Conqueronawas 

bia, the, parity church, of ,St., Mary le Bowy.tak- 

‘ing the addition of dow, from its being the firfk 

church inthis city built on arches of ftonew ce %» 

King The Conqueror. diedsin.1087, the year follow- 

Witham ing this great fire; and hisfon William, farnamed 
the throne. Ryfys,: fo improved the abfence, of his eldeft bro- 

ther, Robert; that he. prevailed, with archbifhop 
.  Lanfranck and the Londoners, to. place:the crown ~ 
‘upon his head at his father’s demife,, underia Clainy 
fet up. by eliony founded si hey wilh wigs his 
father. M3 ,O8or 
Violent In. the»year!) 10903) or “poor, : ther ie ~ of the 
Tay new. church; of St. Maryile Bow, in» Cheapfides was 
A. sis “blown off by a violent November hurricane, which 
ei its fall killed feveral peilons and four of the 

| Bag ae Oy Baa . rafters, 


: 
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rafters, 26 feet long, feparating’ from the reft, “A.D. 

pitched with ftich’ violence into’ Cheap/ide, thar *°9% 

fcarcely four feet of them remained above ground; _ 

the city not being yet paved, and the ground of 

the moorifh- kind. Six hundred houfes were 

blown down in the city, and the white fquare 

tower built by Wiliam I. was'much fhaken; with Additions 
‘ b ge ‘ » to the 

whofe repairs, a new foundation was laid for Bare 

caftle, under the fouth fide of the faid towef, Londo 

which was caftellated round about ata creat ex- 

pence; but not finifhed till the reigm of Kine 

Henry 1. And this hurricane was attended with 

‘heavy rains, that caufed a flood fttong enough’ to 

carry away London Bridge. | 

In the year 1093, great part of the city” Was - peda 

again deftroyed by fire. This was followed by a 
great fcarcity of corn and provifions. And thefe Dearth 
calamities were increafed by grievous taxes, im- 
‘pofed by the king to rebuild London Bridze with 
wood, to encompafs the tower of Lindon with a 
ftrong wall, and to build We Riminfter Hall, as it 
‘now ftands, Yet he put on an air of devotion, 
by exempting all veffels entering’ the river Fleet 
with ftone and other materials ath the building of 
“St. Paul's, from toll and cuftom, 

The Thames, in the year 1099, was fo aficAed Great 
by a very extraordinary fwelling of the fea, that oe D 
it overflowed its banks in many places, near the 1099. 
mouth of the river: and the: fpacious. eftate.be- Caufe of 


; Goodwin's 
longing to Earl Goodwin was fo fubmerged, that ade: 


@ Six hundred honfes were burnt. 
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it could never after be drained, but became a fand- 

bank; and is, to this day, known by the name of | 

Goodwin-fands ; and become the terror of failors. 
Rufus was fucceeded on the throne of England 


the throne. by his brother Henry, and was crowned, at Londen, 


by Bifhop Maurice, in defeifance of his eldeft 
brother Rodert’s claim, who was till living : 
which put him upon meafures to gain the affections 
of the people, as his beft defence and fecurity. 
Amongft other things he granted a charter to the 
city of London, with great privileges; whereby 
his majefty confirmed to them all their ancient 
cuftoms and immunities ; and granted them vari- 


_ ous other privileges; as do more fully appear in 


K. Henry 
J’s.charter. 


the form following : 

“¢ Henry, by the grace of God, king of ite , 
** Jand, &c, greeting. Know ye, that I. have 
** granted to my citizens of London, to hold 
‘¢ Middlefex to farm for 3001. upon account, to 
<¢ them and their heirs: fo that the faid citizens 
“¢ fhall place, as fheriff, whom they will of them- 
** felves; and fhall place whomfoever, or fuch a 


*© one, as they will of themfelves, for keepin 


“* of the pleas of the crown *, and of the plead- 

“‘ ing of the fame; and none other fhall be 
* juftice over the fame men of London ; and the 
citizens of London fhall not plead without the 
walls of London for any plea®; and be they 


‘a 
as n 


a All fuits in the king’s name for offences committed againft 
his crown anddignity. 

» Suit or allegation of plaintiff or defendant for himfelf in 
court, 
: free 
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<* free from {cot and lot‘, and daneguilt *, and A. D. 


«¢ of all murders‘: and none of them fhall wage 
<¢ battle‘: and if any of the citizens fhall be 
«¢ impleaded concerning the pleas of the crown, 


* the man of London fhall difcharge himfelf by 


«¢ his oath; which fhall be adjudged within the 
‘© city: and none fhall lodge within the walls, 
‘© neither of my houfehold, nor any other: nor 
** lodging delivered by force *. Andall the men 
“¢ of London fhall be quit and free, and all their 
“© soods throughout Exg/and and the ports of the 
*< fea, of and from all toll® and pafflage*, and 
‘© Jeftage*, and all other cuftoms: and the chur- 
-*¢ ches‘, barons *, and citizens, fhall and may 
peace- 
© Scot and lot, i. e. contributions or taxes laid upon the 
fabject. 
4 A tax paid by the Saxons to defend themfelves from the 
Danes. . 
« Viz. from the fine paid fermerly for the efcape of a mur- 


derer. . 
f In the Saxon times, a perfon accufed of acrime, of which 


he could not acquit himfelf by evidence, was obliged to chal- 
lenge the ,accufer, and decide the fame by duel: this was 
called to wage battle: from which the citizens are here ex- 
empted. 

g By this the citizens were delivered from an arbitrary 
power in the portreve, who was wont to quarter the king’s 
dometftics, and others, upon the citizens at difcretion. 
4h Toll, i.e. tribute.—paffage, i. e. for liberty to pafs or 
carry any thing through a town or into a fair.—Leftage, i. e. 
a toll paid by travelling dealers for carrying goods to marts, 
markets and fairs. 

1 The incumbent of achurch or parith fhall peaceably en- 
joy his glebe and lands belonging to his cure. 

k Barons, i, e. the freemen of London, as may be collected 
from the fecond charter of King Henry II. and from the 

G 4 teftimony 
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*¢ peaceably and quietly: have and hold their — 
*¢ fokes', with all their cuftoms; fo that the 
‘© ftrangers, that fhall be lodged in the fokes, 
6© fhall give cuftom-to none but to him to whom 
* the fod appertains, or to ‘his officer, whom he 
“¢-fhall there put. Anda man of London thall 
*¢ not be adjudged in amerciaments of money, 
** but of roos. (I {peak of the pleas that apper- 
** tain to money.) And further, there fhall be no 
“© more mifkenning ™in the huftings *, nor in the’ 
** folkmote °, nor in any other pleas within the’ 
** city : and the huftings may fit once in a week ?, 
“* that is to fay, on Monday. And 1 will*caufe 
“* my citizens to have their lands, promifes, bonds - 
“and debts, within the city and without; and I 
** will do them right by the law of the city, of. 
*« the lands of which they fhall complain to mé. 


“« And if any fhall take toll or cuftom of any 


“© citizen. of London, the citizens of London in the 
‘© city, fhall take of the borough or town where 
* toll or cuftom was fo taken, fo much as the 


teftimony of Matthew Paris, fab anno. 1253, who is clear, 
‘© That the citizens or men of London, in refpe& of the dig- 
«« nity of the city and ancient. liberties of thé citizens, were’ 
“called darous: and again he affirms it in the year 1258. 

1 Soke is a’ liberty or privilege of jorifdi@ion within a cer= 
tain place or precin®&: alfo the court there held. | 

‘m je. nobody fhall unjuftly profecute another i in any of the 
city courts, by deferting his firft plea and affuming another. 
“2 Compound of houfe and thing. So that ple ‘is ae 
place where caufes are tried. 

o j-e. Affembly of the people. ' 

p As granted and directed: by King. Edward the Confer, 


See Page 73: 
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“© man of London gave for toll, and.as he received A. D. 
« damage thereby »°and all debtors, which’ ‘do 
« owe debts to thé citizens of ‘London, thall pay 
them in London; or elfe difcharge themfelves 
“in London that they owe none: but if they will 
s not pay the fame, neither come to clear them- 
© felves that they owe none, the citizens of Lox- 
“* Jon, to whom the debts fhall. be due, may take 
“their goods in the city of London’, of the 
* borough or town, or of the county, wherein 
«© he remains who fhall owe the debt. And the 
<¢ citizens of London may have’ their chaces -to 
hunt, as well and fully as their anceftors ever 
“ had, that is® to fays in the Chiiret, and in 
© Middlefex and Surry. Witnefs, &c.” HOR 

This charter gave new life to the trade of the Remarks 
citizens of London, and thofe arts and myfteries, biog 
which hitherto had been kept up only by prefcrip- 
tion, were now eftablifhed in guilds and“fraterni- 
‘ties, under certain regulations and franchifes, 
committed to writing. But the king ftill referved 
to himfelf the appointment of a portreve, or the 
chief city magiftrate.’ However, thefe immuni- 
ties fecured to .the king the affections of the Lon-. 
doners ; and may be faid to have maintained: hint 
upon the throne againft all oppofition, 

This was not the only bleffing the. citizens en- 
joyed under this reign: for there was a great: 


“4 By this a citizen is empowered to attach the effects in 
London, of all country debtors, for default of payment. 
r A diftrit about Sz. A/bans in Hertfordbine. 7 al 


abun- 
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A:D. abundance of all things: as much corn was fold © 
*'%* for a fhilling or twelve pence, as would ferve and 
fuffice. a hundred people for a day : four pence © 
would purchafe as much hay and corn, as would 
maintain twenty horfes for a day: and a ihgep 

was fold for a groat. 
Reed A. D. 1102, Archbifhop Anfeln held a national 
Weftmin. fynod at St. Peter’s, Weftminfter, by and with the 
“sy king’s confent, and in the prefence of the tem- 
sival peers: in which were paffed divers canons 
for the regulation and better government of the 
clergy. Simony was condemned; and _feveral 
abbots, who had purchafed their dignities with 
Com- | Money, were depofed: and this council took 
ois upon them to enjoin celebacy to the clergy ; and 
to deprive married priefts of the privilege to per- 
form the funétions of their order. | It was further 
decreed, that the fons of priefts fhould not fucceed, 
by way of inheritance, to their father’s churches ; 
and that clergymen fhould have the ¢onfure, or 
their crown fhaved: and that new chapels fhould 
not be erected without the bifhop’s confent, 

resem ae 

However, the clergy could not be bimuaht fo 
effectually into fuch an abiolute fubmiffion to the 
injunétion of celebacy, as to defert their wives 
altogether. They that had not the hardinefs and 
refolution to cohabit with them at home, continued: . 
to meet them at convenient places, and to provide — 
Enforced for them. This occafioned another council or 
by atLon. fynod at London, in the Wbit/un holidays, in the — 
don. year 1108, wherein it was further decreed, 
“© That 


Lonpon, WESTMINSTER, &e. 


** That thofe priefts, deacons, or fubdeacons, 
«‘ who had cohabited with their wives, or married 
‘ fince the late fynod at London, fhould immedi- 
‘ ately put them away ; not fuffer them to vifit 
*¢ their houfes, nor meet them elfewhere; nor 
‘“« fuffer them to refide upon any of the demefnes 
* of the church.” So late is the celebacy of the 
clergy in this land; though the advocates for it 
endeavour to perfuade, that it is an effential of 
church government, founded upon an apoftolical 
injunction. 


La 


wn 


gt 
A. D. 
1108, 


The licentioufnefs of the Normans, under the Licenti- 


oufnefs of 


favour of the two Williams, had carried them into the Nor- 
fuch barbarous practices, that they, who followed ™*"* 


the late king in his progrefs, harrafled and plun- 
dered the country at difcretion ; and many of them 
were fo extravagant in their barbarity, that what 
they could not eat or drink in their quarters, they 
either obliged the people to carry to market and 
fell for their ufe, or elfe they would throw it into 
the fire: and, at their going off, they frequently 
wathed their horfes heels with the drink, and 


ftaved the remainder. King Henry refolving to How ftopt, 


put a ftop to thefe excefles and favage cuftoms, 
publifhed a proclamation at London, commanding, 
‘© That from thence forward, all perfons who 


«¢ fhould be convicted of any of the faid barba- 


** rities, fhould have their eyes pulled out, or 
‘¢ their hands, or feet, or fome other member cut 
6* off, as the minifters of juftice fhould think fit 


* Eadmer, line 4. p. 94. 


. which 


- mew’s ho- 
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A.D. which proved an effectual check to the infolencies 
1108. 
of the Normans. 
Religious © The fpirit of religion began to‘ matifen itfelf 
2b ag alfo in religious foundations, in and about London. 
A. D. 1081, Ahwin Child, “citizen of London, 
founded a monaftery for'cluniack monks, at Bor- 
mondfey, dedicated to St. Saviour. Alfune, who 


was afterwards the firft hofpitaller, or proctor of ~ 


St. Bartholomews hofpital, built a parifh church 
~ near that gate of the city now called Cripplegate, 
in the year 1090, and dedicated the fame to St. 
' Giles: A. Di r102z, Rabere, a pleafant, witty 
“gentleman, called the king’s minftrel, founded the 


ptiory of St, Bartholomew, on the eaft fide’ of 


Weft Smithfield’ and Duck-lane, for canons ‘of St. 


Auguftine; of whom he himfelf became the firft 


‘St. Bar- prior. To which the founder annexed an hofpital 
tholo- 


and immunities: amongft which is mentioned 
Bartholomew fair for three days. Before this time, 
_ Smithfield was a kind of layftall, for ordure and 
filth, and the place for public executions; 


forthe relief of fick and infirin perfons : and ob- 
pal. + tained for both foundations many. great privileges 


The priory of Clerkenwell was alfo founded 


about this time, by ordan Blifet, (who is ftiled 
Baro and Miles) in a field near’ unto Clerk’s well, 
on the north fide of London. It ftood upon ‘and 
encompafied 14 acres of land, and was dedicated 


to the honour of God and the affumption ‘of our lady, 


for denediffine nuns: and alfo eave his houfe and 


another piece of ground, for building a mill for — 


the ule of this priory. And it was foon after 


* amply 
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amply endowed by feveral.benefactions: particu- 4. D. 
larly with certain lands at Mujfmel-bill, near Highs *''"" 
gate, given by Richard Beauveyes, bifhop of Lan- 


don, in 1112, and confirmed by King Stephen. 


This fame Jordan Bhfet, alias Brifet, founded 
another houfe near adjoining to. thefe nuns, by 


the name of the priory of St. Fobm at Ferufalem, 


for the kuights templars, for which purpofe the 

founder took 10 acres of land from the nuns, and 

gave them 10 acres in. exchange at Parespal 

in the county Ae Kent. | 
Queen Maud, confort to Henry J. who di mA in A.D. 

the year 1118, built a hofpital for lepers in Sr, 1118: 

Giles’s', and another for poor, maimed people 

near the north gate of the city, which from this 

foundation and benefaction, has always fince that 

time been diftinguifhed by the name of Cripple- Cripple 

gate. Both thefe hofpitals. were endowed with.a >" i 

{ufficiency to. maintain. the poor objects received 

into them, with diet and clothes. She alfo was Holy Tri- 

the foundrefs of a priory near Aldgate, for canons Mie 

regular. This priory, dedicated by the name. of 

Holy Trinity, Cbrifl’s Church, was built. on. the 

place where Suredas, or Siredus, had fome time 

before, begun: to erect,. or had erected-a church in’ - 

honour of the /Zely Cro/s and Sz. Mary Magdalen, 


t With.a fraternity or. brotherhood of our bleffed lady, Cor~ 
pus Chrifli and St, Giles. And at this hofpital it became a 
cuftom, to prefent the malefaftors carried to exccution at 
Tyburn, with a great bowl of ale, to drink of it as they pleaf- 
ed for their laft refrefhment in this life. 

« From which dedication, we find that the: diftrit chinese 
unto belonging was called Ho/y Cro/s, or Holy Rood, parilh. | 

and 


94 
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Portfoken 


ward. 


History and Survey, of 


and obtained a charter of confirmation from the 
king ; by which this church of Chrif, within the 


walls of London, where now ftands Duke’s Place, - 


was made free and acquitted from fubjection to 
any other perfon or church, except the bifhop of 
London, or church of St. Paul, Her majefty ap- 
pointed one Norman the firft prior of this religious 
houfe, and gave to him and the canons the eaft 
gate of the city, called Aldgate, and the foke, 
(i. e. jurifdi@ion, diftrié, or ward) thereunto 
belonging, with all the cuftoms, as fhe held the 
fame: and two parts of the revenues and rents of 
the city of Exeter, then valued at 261. per ann. 
And in the year 1115 certain burgefles of London, 
defcended from the thirteen knights to whom 
King Edgar gave this foken, gave the fame to the 
church and canons of the Holy Trinity, or Trinity 
Chrifi Ghurch, within Aldgate, then newly founded 
by Queen Maud, wife to King Henry I. taking 
upon them the brotherhood and participation of 


the benefits of that houfe, by the hands of Norman — 


the prior; and did put the faid prior in feifin 
thereof by the church of St. Botolpb, which was 
built thereon: and was the head of that foke or 
land antiently called Kwighten Guild, but now 
known by the name of Portfoken ward. So that 


the church of St, Botolph, without Aldgate, was - 


united and appropriated to the priory of the Holy 
vinity, within Aldgate. Which was confirmed 
not only by royal charter, but by Pope Jumocent IJ. 
in the fourth year of his pontificate : who by his. 
bull confirmed the uniting and annexing St. Bo- 
tolph’s 
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tolph’s church and the chapels of S¢. Catharine, m8 ee 
(now St. Catharine Cree Church) alias Cbrifi’s 
Church, and St. Michaels’, (which ftood, and whofe 

ruins may ftill be feen in the cellars, between the | 

eaft extremities of Leadenhall ftreet and Fenchurch- 

fireet, but then) fituate in the church-yard of the > 
faid monaftery of the Holy Trinity, to the faid 
canons. The poffeffions of this priory became 

fo great, that it furpafied all other priories in 
London and Middlefex for riches. 

Soon after this foundation, Queen Maud re- Founda- 
folved upon another religious foundation, by the Wiad te 
name of the church and hofpital of St. Catharine, rine’s ho- 
near the tower of London. For which purpofe, i 
Ralph the prior, with the canons of the Holy 
Trinity, within Aldgate, did grant to her a certain 
parcel of land, to build on, and the mill in the 
fhambles, in lieu of fix yard land in the manor 
of Bracching, inthe county of Hertford. 

To Queen Maud pofterity are alfo indebted for Bow- _ 
the foundation of Bow-bridge, then called Strat- ner 
ford, and afterwards Stratford Bow; and Channel, or 
Channelfea-bridge ; who alfo paved the way between 
thofe two bridges with gravel: and, as Sir Ri- 
chard Baker records, gave certain manors and a 
mill, called Wyggon Mill, for to keep the faid way 
and bridges in due repair. 

In the year 1125, there was a nation council A Council 
at St. Peter’s, Wefiminfter, confifting of two arch- pss 
bifhops, twenty fuffragans, forty abbots, and a 
great number of the undignified clergy, In Decrees, 
which 3 it was decreed, ** That no money fhould 

I _ be 
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A.D. “be: demanded by, the clergy.for chry{m, baptifim, 
RPL Sg » penance, | vifiting the fick, burying the dead, 
“or adminiftring a Lord’s {upper : and thata 
«plurality of. ecclefiaftical titles or dignities, were 
** not to be bettowed upon afingle perfon.” 
Story of _ This council, befides the deceen thereof, had 
as ene a particular circumftance that, happened during 
le its fitting, which will ever preferve its memory, 
The Pope had :fent ‘fobn de Crema, prieft and-car- 
dinal, with a legantine power, to endeavour by his 
prefence: and authority, to put a final ftop to the 
marriage of clergymen in, England. This legate 
_declaimed in the council againft the marriage. of 
the clergy with a great. deal of fatyr and intem- 
perate language, faying, amongft many other 
things, That it. was a wickednefs of the higheft 
nature to, confecrate the body of our Saviour, 
when. a man had juft taken leave of a trumpet, 
with which name he ftigmatized the wives of 
clergymen. But behold, in the evening of the 
very. fame day this chafte legate had made this in. 
| vettive, and confecrated hat holy eucharifts he was | 
detected with a wench in his embraces 3. and in 
fuch an open and, public manner, that he never. 
after appeared in public, and flunk away in great 
confufion : as we are well. informed by Hunting - 
ton’s hiftory, who lived at the very time this fact 
a was done. i tig 
TheEm- In the fame year King Henry 1. having married, 
prefsMaud 
recognized a, fecond time, and in no profpect of having any, 
reir tothe iffue by this fecond venter, convenéd the lords 
fpiritual and temporal. at, London, and prevailed 
with 


Von 
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wich them to recognize his widow- daughter Mand; 
who had married the Emperor lately deceafed, 
his lawful heir and fucceffor to the crown of Eing- 
land, and to {wear allegiance to the emprefs-dow- 
ager, in cafe he: fhould die without male-iftue, 


Amongft whom was David, Kine of Scots, the. 
emprefs’s uncles Stephen, Earl of Bologné, her 


coufin-german; and the archbithop and fuffragans; 
who all and every one fwore their allegiance as 
propofed, Yet, fuch is the infecurity of oaths, 
where intereft or ambition gets power over the 
heart, that Stephen, upon the firlt advice ‘of King 
Heury’s Death, pofted into Exgland, laid claim to 
the crown as male-heir to his uncle, and, having 
fecured the Londoners and 100,0001. he found in 
the exchequer, and gained fome of the nobility; 
he found it no difficult matter to prevail with the 
archbifhop of Canterbury to place the crown upon 
his head, in the year 1135. 

The conduét of the citizens on this occafion, 
who opened their gates and received Stepben, when 
_he had been fhut out of Canterbury, 8c. and their 
conftant attachment to him afterwards, intitled 
them to expect more than commion attention in 
the difpenfation of his majefty’s favours, But 
there is not to be found the leaft mark of his 
efteem. He rather fought opportunity to feize 
upon their immunities granted by his predeceffor, 
as will further appear in the fequel. 

The year after is remarkable for a dreadful fire, 
which began at London bridge, and burnt both 


the bridge and deftroyed all the way weftward to’ 


Vou. I. H Sh, 
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Stephen 
claims the 
crownia 


is crowned, 


Ingrati= \ 
tude to 
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“A.D. St, Clement danes, according to Matthew of Weft» 

139° minfer. And King Stephen, paying no regard to 
the fidelity ofthe Londoners, exacted of them 100, 
‘marks of filver, in the year 1139, for his con- 
firmation of the right granted them, by the char- 
ter of Henry I. to chufe their own theriffs, 


_The King being made prifoner by the Em-. 


prefs Maud, a great council was held at Win- 
chefter to fupport her claim and title to the crown; 
in which the legate, who was bifhop of Winchefler 
and the King’s brother, and prefided in that coun- 
cil, propofed to recognize her as queen of Eng- 
land, and was feemingly fupported in his propofal 
by the whole council: but the legate poftponed 


their coming to a final refolution till the Londoners - 


fhould arrive, who, he faid, were expected in a 
few days, under a fafe conduct fent them for that 
Influence purpofe. Of fo great confequence was the city 
a citi: OF London, that the great council of the nation 
would not proceed to fettle the right of fucceffion 
to the crown without their concurrence. 


The London commiffioners, or reprefentatives, 
Their loy- arrived on the fecond day. But they, contrary to . 


Ity to KR. é ied 
Sisphen, the fentiments of the emprefs’s party, petitioned, 


or moved the council for King Stephen’s liberty ; 
urging that all the barons, who had entered into 
an affociation with their city, earneftly defired 
that the legate, the archbifhop,’ and all the clergy, 
would ufe their intereft for that purpofe. ‘To 
which the legate replied, with many arguments to 
prove Maud’s right.to the crown, and. Stephen's 
ufurpation and mal-adminiftration; and concluded 

sowith 
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with faying, ‘* That it was by no means reputa- A. D. 
** ble for the Londoners, who made fo confiderable 
** a figure in the commonwealth, to follicit for 
“* that party, which had deferted their general, 
“© and advifed his mal-adminiftration; and who 
“© pretended a regard to the Londoners for no other 
*¢ reafon than to get into their pockets.” After 
which Maud was recognized by the council; and 
all the kingdom, except Kent, fabmitted to. her 
government, A.D. 1141. and foon after, in con- Submit te 
fequence of a folemn treaty with Maud’s com- ™*%4 
miffioners at St. Alban’s, the city of London alfo 
furrendered, and fhe was received by the citizens 
with great folemnity and tokens of rejoicing, 

The Londoners foon felt the weight of the I treated 
emprefs’s refentment for their attachment to the Man = 
intereft of the captive king. She refolved to re- 

_ Venge herfelf upon them; and granted unto Geof 

fry, earl of Effex, all the pofleffions which his 
grandfather, father, or himfelf, had held of the 
crown, in Jands, tenements, caftles, and baili- 
wicks, amoneft which were the tower of London 
and the theriffwicks of London and Middlefex, ata 
fee-farm-rent of 3001]. per annum, as had been 
held by his grandfather: and further, her majefty 
granted to the faid Geoffry the office of jufticiary 
of London and of the county of Middlefes; fo that 
ho one could hold pleas, either in the city or 
county, without his fpecial permiffion; contrary 
to the exprefs letter of King Heury’s charter. 

And the Londoners further felt the bad effects of 
H 2 being 


100 History and SURVEY of, 


tes being thereby divefted of fome of their moft va- 
I if y ay Ps Pi 


J 


luable privileges. | . 
“Refent and This prevarication and breach of the treaty with . 
“wevenge lt. she Londoners, by which all their privileges were 
confirmed, and the infupportable haughtinefs with 
which. the emprefs ruled, (who with an arbitrary 
and tyrannical air told them, complaining of the 
infringement of their rights and privileges, and 
intolerable exactions, that they, who had affifted 
».° her enemy with all their might, were to expect 
no favour from her) made them ripe for revolt, 
and to liften to the firft overtures to dethrone 
Queen Maud, and to reftore King Stephen. An op- 
portunity foon prefented itfelf. And this impolitic 
behaviour in the queen was the caufe of all her 
future misfortunes. sett Ve | 
A mifunderftanding between the legate and 
Queen Maud happening foon after, the legate 
changed fides, and matters were brought to that. 
pafs, that the queen befieged him in, his palace, 
Their or caftle, at Winchefler; but the Londoners, and 
military : ‘ ; : 
power. the barons their affociates, marching to his affift-. 
ance, obliged her to raife the fiege with confider- 
able lofs. Amongft the prifoners was Rodert Earl 
of Gloucefier, the general, and the queen’s natural 
brother, with whom the Londoners purchafed the 
freedom of King Stephen in the year 1143 
K.Stephen In the firft week of Advent:that fame year, the 
ie hie legate, in a council fummoned at Weftminfter, 
undertook to reftore King Svephew: and he was 
accordingly replaced on the throne, and took up 
bis refidence amongft his faithful Lexdoners. But 
, Robert 
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Robert De Sigillo, their bifhop, who had been pre- 
ferred to that fee by Queen Maud, could not be 
prevailed upon to take the oath of allegiance to 
this revolution in favour of King Stephen. 

The caftle of Farringdon in Berkfhire diftinguith- 
ed itfelf alfo in the intereft of Queen Maud; but 
the Londoners, headed’ by the king in perfon, 


loi 


A. D. 
1143. 


marched again{ft it, and took it by a coup de 


enain. | 

Nothing material happened in the ftate, where- 
in the city of London was afterwards engaged 
during this reign; but we have an account thar, 
in the year 1150, the land fuffered a very great 
dearth by an exceeding wet fummer; and the 
river 7 2ames was frozen over fo flrong, that carts, 
&c. might pafs upon the ice from the ninth of 
December to the beginning of March. | 

A.D. t151. a council was convened at London 
in the time of Lent, in which King Stephen pro- 
poied the coronation of his fon Euftachius, or 
Lufiace. This council confifted of the bifhops 
apd barons of the realm; who agreed to the mo- 
tion: buat Theobald, archbifhop of Canterbury, to 
whom the crowning of kings does of right belong, 
refufed. Neither could the king work upon any 
of the bifhops to perform the folemnity. Stephen 
refented this fo highly, that he ordered all the 
bifhops to be locked up in a room, and endea- 
voured to bring them by threats to a compliance. 
But they continued refolute in their refufal, and 
Yather forfeited their temporalities than comply. 


i 


ie 2 oe Ae Hitherte 


Great froft, 
A D. 
1150, 


Council at 

London. 
A. D. 
st dae a 


102 History and Survey of 


A.D. Hitherto the mation was diftracted with civil 
115% svar by the two rivals for the crown. But Svepben 
having loft all hopes of a fucceffor in the death 

of his fon Euftace, which happened in the year” 

1152, matters were brought about by Maua’s 
pattizans to yield the crown to Stephen for his life, 

and to fettle the fucceffion upon her fon Henry; 

Power of it being in vain to attempt to wreft the fcepter 
heen) out of Stephen’s hand, while the Londoners con- 
tinued their fidelity to him, which they had thewn 

on the moft arduous occafions. This compromife 

took place in the year 1153. The tranquility of 

the nation was fettled, and death, in the year 

1154, removed Stephen, and placed the crown 

upon the head of Henry II. the fon of the Emprefs 

Maud. es 
KingHen- Henry, having no competitor, was proclaimed 
ty I's ac- with great demonftrations of joy by the Londoners, 
A.D. as well as by the other parts of the nation, and 
"154" with univerfal hopes that the time was come to 
confirm a joyous tranquility, and their laws and 

His fecret franchifes. But Lendon had ftuck too clofe to the’ 
ie intereft of Stephen, the king deceafed, ever to be 
doners» —_fincerely forgiven by his competitor advanced to 
the throne. Accordingly we find that Henry fought 

for opportunities to make the Londoners feel the 
refentment of his family: for, though he did not 

lay any new burden upon them, he made ufe of 

his mother’s grant to Geoffry earl of Effex, to ob- 

lige them to purchafe thofe franchifes, to which 

. they were intitled by ancient cuftom and the char- 
ter of King Henry 1. Thus we find that he de- 

Jnanded 
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manded a free cift of the citizens of London of A.D. 
10431. in the year 1158; and next year they paid 
him another free gift of tooo marks; at which 
time it is moft probable we are to date his charter A. D. 


. ; ° . ; 1120. 
to the city of Lozdon, eranted in this form: +39 
*« Know ye that I have granted to my citizens ae Hee 
S 
a4 


of London, that none of them plead without the charter. 
walls of London upon any pleas, except only 
pleas of foreign tenure (my moniers and officers 
«© excepted). Ale I grant to them acquittal of 
*¢ murder within the city and in portfoken; and 
‘that none of them fhall wage battle. And of 
“the pleas of the crown they may difcharge 
themfelves according to ancient ufage of the 
*¢ city. Noman fhall take lodging by force, or 
‘© by delivery of the marfhal. And alfo I have 
**eranted to them, That all the citizens of Lon- 
*« don fhall be quit from toll and Jeftage, through- 
“out all England and the ports of the feds; and 
that none fhall be adjudged for amerciaments 
of money, but according to the law of the city, 
which they had in the time of King Henry my 
“¢ orandfather: and that there fhall be no mif- 
kenning in any plea within this city: and that 
the huftings fhall be kept once a week; and 
they juftly have all their lands and tenures, and 
“< premifes, and all their debts, whofoever do owe 
them; and that richt be done to them, accord- 
ing to the cuftom of the city, of all their lands 
and tenures, which be in the city, and of all 
their debts, which were lent at London, and of 
premifes there made pleas to be holden in 
. H 4 ~ London, 


J 


TO4 | 


A.D, 
1159. 


Remarks 
thereon. 
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*¢ London, Al\fo.1 do grant to them, that they 
** may have huntings, wherefoever they had the 
‘¢ fame in the time of King Henry my grandfather, 


«© And if any in all England thall take any cuftom 


** or toll of, or from, the men of London, after he 
** fhall fail of right, the fheriff of London may take 
** goods thereof at London, 

** Furthermore alfo, far the advancement of 
** the faid city, I have granted to them, That 


** they fhall be free and quit of bridtol, childwite, 


“* yerefgive, and /cotale, fo as the fheriff of Lon 
*S don, ot any other bailiff, may take no Scotale. 
** Thefe aforefaid cuftoms I do grant unto them, 
** and all their liberties and free cuftams, which 
** they had in the time of King Henry my grand- 
** father, whenfoever they had them better, or 


“© more free: wherefore I will and {tedfaftly com. 


*© mand, that they and their heirs may have and 
‘ hold all thefe things aforefaid, by inheritance, 
“© of me and my heirs. Wictnefs, &c,” 

This charter not only confirms that granted by 
King Henry I. and reftores the citizens to the 
{tate in which they were before the grant made 
by Queen Maud to Geoffry earl of Effex; but it 


Ta! 
Cay 


alfo grants acquittal of murder (or the old Saxon’ 


fine impofed upon the hundred, &c. where mur- 


der had been committed) to the liberty of the city, 
which js underftood by the term port/oken, and not 


any particular ward in the city: for port/cken fig- 
nifies an extent of jurifdiction, or liberty, from 


without the gates of the city.. And it further ré- - 
lieved them from paying dridto/, or toll for paffing : 
bridges, 


it 
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bridges, of which many great men in thofe days” A.D. 
made a confiderable property; and from a fine, °°?” 
paid for getting a bondwoman with child, called 
childwite, and from jere/give, or a fine or bribe 
extorted on feveral occafions by the king’s officers; 

and from /cot-ale, or the obligation of frequent- 

ing the houtes of king’s officers, who fold ale at 
an exorbitant price, to keep clear of their dif- 
pleafure; or to prevent informations againft them 

for imaginary crimes, by which large fums of 
money were extorted by them in power. 

Thefe franchifes relieved the citizens of London Licentiou® 
from many oppreffions; but they fell into fuch a a 
licentious way of life, and fuch a remiffhefs of . 
duty in the governing part of the city, that their 
_ liberty feemed rather a curfe, than a prefent bleff- 
ing. A deliverance from tolls and oppreffions of 
the king’s officers was immediately fucceeded by 
a confederacy of the fons of the moft eminent 
and wealthy citizens, to commit burglaries, and 
to rob and murder all that fell in their way by 
night. 

The king made ufe of this licentioufnefs to fill Gave the 
his own coffers;- demanded feveral loans or free gb Td 
gifts; and the Londoners, to prevent further en- Set hae: 
quire into their exceffés and mal-adminiftration, 
paid into the exchequer, in three years, 49991. 
37s. But at laft the execution of ‘Fohn Senexs John Senex 
a reputable and very rich citizen, who offered “°° 
five hundred pounds of filver for‘his pardon, a 
prodigious fum at that time! and was hanged for 
burglary, broke the knot of thieves: and the 
threats 
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A.D. threats of his majefty againft the murderers of a 
1163. | ony : ; | re 
young noblemen, in the houfe of his brother the 
earl of Ferrers, on the fpot where George-Yard 
now ftands, put a ftop to that height of villainy; 


and found the citizens bufinefs, or employment, ’ 


and turned their minds to matters of tien con- 
cern, 


Opprefiive - ‘The court could not punifh the citizens fo 

meafures of 

the court. Much as by fleecing them of their money: and, 
having well drained them by free-gifts, the fine 
amerced every feparate guild, fraternity, or com- 
pany, that had prefumed to act as bodies corpo- 
rate, without the royal letters patent. 

Refolution » What confiderably augmented the weight | of 


build z 
forebridge thofe money-affairs, was the refolution of the citi+ 


” 


at London. zens to build London-Bridge of ftone, to-eafe them- 


felves of the continual heavy expence they were at 
to repair a wooden bridge, hable to fire, as well 
as other accidents, and to get clear of thofe in- 
conveniences, which were confequent to every ob- 


ftruction of that great national thoroughfare acrois 


the Thames. 
-‘Thebuild- The bridge had been deftroyed by fire no solitees 


ing com- ago than in the year 1136; and in 1163 it was 


Peterof become fo ruinous, that it became neceflary to 


Colechurch 
~ build another. Therefore Peter, the curate or 


« minifter of St. Mary Colechurch, who was in great 
reputation for his fkill in architecture, was.em- 
ployed by the city of London to carry their refolu- 
tions for a ftone bridge into execution, 


This bridge of ftone was ordered to be built a ! 


little to the weftward of the wooden bridge, which 
: abutted 
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abutted upon Botolph’s wharff. And the city had 
the addrefs to obtain from parliament a tax upon 
wool, towards its conftruction; which in courfe 
of time has been improved into the vulgar error 
of its being built upon woolpacks. 

The manner of laying the foundation of this 
ftone bridge, has alfo been varioufly reprefented. 
Stowe, in his Survey, gives it as his opinion, that 
on this occafion, the river, in this part, was left 
entirely dry, by turning the current of the Thames, 
in a channel cut from Rotherhithe to Battersea. 
But this conjecture is fo vague, and liable to fo 
‘many and extraordinary objections, both as to 
the expence of fuch a work, and the difficulties 
in point of the many properties it would break in 
upon, that we muft difmifs it, and thew from 
the conftruction itfelf, that there was no neceflity 
for fuch a channel. | 

By the late alterations, and efpecially the tak- 
ing away the pier to widen the center arch, as it 
now appears, it was found that the ftone piers 
or pillars, are founded upon mighty frames of 
piles: whofe exterior parts confift of huge piles, 
drove as clofe as art can effect: onthe top of thefe 
are Jaid long planks or beams of timber, ten 
inches thick, {trongly bolted. .Upon this plat- 
form is laid the bafe of the ftone pier, nine feet 
above the bed of the river, and three below the 
fterlings: and for the prefervation of the whole 
bottom, there are drove on the outfide of this 
wooden foundation, other piles called the fterlings. 
And it further appears, that the foundation {tones 

I on 


rf O7 
A.D. 
1163. 

Tax for 


the ex- 
pence, 


Its founda- 
tion. 


Undergone 
many alter- 
trons. 


Deerces of 
a fynod at 
W eftmin- 


fier. 


‘ 


History and Survey of 


| 


on the wooden work, and all the outfide ftones as 
high as the fterlings, were laid in pitch inftead of 
mortar, to prevent the water damaging the work: 
which could not be gone upon, but only at tide 
of ebb, till raifed above high water mark. » Bue 
we are not to look upon the prefent, to be the 
identical bridge built or begun by Peter of Cole- 
Church. thas undergone many alterations, and. 
improvements, as fhall be fhewn. in their proper 
places. However it contained the prefent dimen? 
fions, in length 915 feet, 43 feet feven inches 
high, and 73 feet wide: and it confifted of 20 
unequilateral arches, capacious enough to permit 
veffels of confiderable burden to HP: under them, 
But the number of arches is reduced by the late 
alteration, as fhall be more Parga fhewn in 
its proper place. 

This bridge was fo juftly accounted a public 
good, that the king encouraged it greatly, and 
the archbifhop of Canterbury gave 1000 marks 
towards it. 

In the year 1175, inthe month of May, there 
was held a fynod of the province of Canterbury, 
at W efiminfler, in which, amongft many other re- 
gulations, it was decreed, ‘* That no clergyman 
fhould marry: that a clergyman found at drink- 
ing entertainments, or in taverns, or publi¢ 
houfes, except upon a journey, fhall be degraded: 
that no one in holy orders fhall fit upon trials of 
life and. death, nor pafs nor execute fentence for 
the lofs of limbs; nor to ferve the office of, high 
fheriff; that clerks with long hair fhall be cropt 

ies 
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by the archdeacon: that neither, monks nor clerks sd 
fhall turn merchants, nor foldiers, nor appear in il 
a military garb: that the bread {hall not be dipt 
in the euchariftical wine ; becaufe, as Fe/us gave a 
fop only to Fudas, this would point a communi- 
cant out to be a traitor, and not a worthy re- 
- ceiver: that no marriage fhall be valid, but fuch 
as are performed in the face of the-church: and 
under pain of fufpenfion of the prieft officiating 
for three years. 

The chief magiftrate. of this metropolis was, Lord- 
at the demife hy: Henry Ml. ftiled bailiff of the Me's 
city of London; who, in the. year 1189, at the of Engiand 
coronation of King Richard 1. claimed and acted 
in the office of chief butler of the kingdom: om Jews maf- 
which day there happened a horrid maffacre of“ 
the Fews. Thefe people, contrary to orders iffued 
the day before, attempting to get into Weftminfter 
Abbey, with prefents in their hands for the king, 
were repulfed by the royal domeftics: this was 
immediately improved, by the malicious and bi. 
gotted, to fienify an order from the king for the 
intire deftruction of that people. Accordingly 
the mob fell upon them immediately, and de- 
ftroyed all that fell in their way: and this phrenzy 
communicating itfelf to the city, all the Ferws 
that could be found were murdered, and their 
houfes burnt. The monks applauded the ac- 
tion: but his majefty, to fhew his abhorrence of 
fuch unparelleled barbarities, ordered an enquiry 
to be made next day after, the ringleaders, and 
hanged them immediately, 


a 


Richard, 


a 


oe 
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A.D, — Richard, poffefied with a refolution to perform 7 
cant a treaty made by his father, to join with the king 
fupplies Of France in the holy war, directed his precepts 
K- Richard to. Henry de Cornbill, theriff of London, to provide 
See a certain number of helmets, fteel caps, fhields, 

fpears, pavilions, and’ other military accoutre- 
ments, together with fiiken habits, mitres, caps, 
dalmatiques, coats, and wine for the king’s ufe. 
Firttmayor. About the fame time, his majefty permitted 
ofLondon. the bailiff of London, who was Henry Fitz- Alwine, 
to afflume the title of mayor. For in the year 
following, we find certain orders of the mayor” 
and aldermen to prevent fires: whereby it was 
“Orders to ordained, ** That all houfes, thereafter to be 
cain “‘ erected in London and the liberties thereof, 
‘< fhould be built of ftone, with party walls of 
“the fame; and covered with either flates or 
“* tiles, to prevent thofe dreadful calamities by 
*¢ fire; which were frequently and chiefly occa- 
<* fioned by houfes built of wood, and thatched 
‘© with ftraw or reeds.” And for this purpofe it 
was alfo provided by the difcreeter men of the 
city, ‘* That twelve aldermen of the city fhould 
** be chofen in full huftings, and there fworn to 
.* affift the mayor to appeafe contentions, that 
** might arife among neighbours in the city, upon — 
** inclofure between land and land: and to regu- 


© But Arnold’s. Chronicle dates this dignity of title in the 
year 1207, under King obz, and fays, that Hery/on Alwine, 
or Henry Fitz-Alwine, took the title of mayer or mayor, in 
the year 1207, inftead of cuffos and bailiff; under which ~ 
name he had held that dignity for 20 years fucceflively. tas 
. : ate 
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* Jate the dimenfions of party walls; which were 
‘ tobe of ftone, fixteen feet high, and three feet 
‘ thick: and to give directions about girders, 
© windows, gutters, and wells.” 

This was in the year 1191, and in the fame 
year the earl of “Moreton, afterwards Kine Fobn, 
convened the nobility and citizens of London in 
St. Paul’s church-yard: who came to the unani- 
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mous refolution to degrade the chancellor, William 


Longchamp, bifhop of Ej and one of the regents 

of the kingdom in the king’s abfence, from all 
his Offices, for his tyrannical government and 
contumacious deportment. One reafon of dif 
out, which the Londoners took at lord chancellor 
Longchamp, was, the encroachments he had made 
on their limits, in his works at the tower of Londo. 
For, in encompaffing the premifes of that fort- 
refs with a wall and a ditch, he broke in and de- 
prived both the church of the Holy Trinity, the 
hofpital of Ss. Catharine, and the city of London 
- of their properties, in an arbitrary manner. Hav- 
ing enclofed the fquare tower and the caftle with 
an outward wall of ftone embattled, he caufed a 
deep ditch to be dug round, from the fouth eaft 
point by the north fide, to the fouth weft corner 
of the faid wall, in order to environ it with the 
river Thames. In which work, the mill belonging 
to the hofpital of S?. Cctbharine, and ftanding on 
the place now called Frovgate, was removed, ‘and 
part of a garden, which they had-Tet to the king 
at fix marks per ann, was. laid. wafte. Anda 
piece of ground next Swithjield, belonging to the 
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priory of the Holy Trinity, without A/deate, worth 
half a mark per ann. was taken from it. And 
the city was deprived of all the ground from the 
White Tower tothe poftern gate. - 

The behaviour of the Londoners ‘in icauatne 
Longchamp, was fo highly fatisfaétory, that the 
earl and the other juftices or commiffioners of 
the regency confirmed to them their ancient pri- 
vileges; and, in conjunction with moft of the 
nobility, {wore to uphold and maintain the fame. 
during the king’s pleafure. And in return, the 
citizens {wore to be true and faithful to their fove- 
relon King Richard and his heirs; and that, he 
dying without iffue, they would receive his bro-~ 
ther Fobn as king; fwearing fealty to him, againft 
all others, faving that due to their \oweseian 
Lord King Richard. Such was the confiderariod 
of the pee that in the removal of that 


wicked prime minifter, it appears that nothing of 


confequence relating to the ftate was then under- 
taken without their confent*. And this proof of 
their 


* Earl Yobn, the king’s brother, taking the advantage of 


King Richard’s imprifonment, attempted to {eize the crown, 


by perfuading the lords juftices, &c. that the king his brother 
wasdead. And he alfo difpatched one Adam St. Edmonds into 
England to fortify his caftles againft the king. ‘The lords j ju 
ftices would not hearken to Fobn’s fuggeftion, and put the 
kingdom into a pofture of defence. Edmonds coming to Lon- 
don and dining with Hubert, archbifhop of Canterbury, talked. 
fo openly of Yohn’s intentions, and of his own commiffions 
from him, that Hubert would not fuffer him to execute what 
he boaited of; but not willing to apprehend him upon a yifit, 
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their loyalty was fo well underftood by King Ri- A.D. 


chard, that, after his return from Paleftine, and his 
unjuft imprifonment by the Emperor Henry VI. 
he granted them a full confirmation of all their 


ancient rights and immunities; on the 23d of - 


April, 1195: in which charter of confirmation he 
recited at large the charters of King Henry II. 
his father, and of King Henry I. Then the citizens 
of London paid 1500 marks towards the King’s 
ranfom. 


1195. 


Such was the good underftanding between the Long- 


court and the city-magiftracy, when the peace and 
fafety of the citizens, and the tranquility of the 
fate, was difturbed by one William Fitz-Ofbert, 
alias Longbeard, a ringleader of fedition; who 
affecting the gravity of a long beard, and well 
furnifhed with a deceitful tongue, fet up for an 
advocate of the populace, or meaner fort of peo- 
ple, and ingratiated himfelf intirely into their fa- 
vour, by crying out againft the oppreffions of the 
rich; and pleading their cafe frequently before 
the magiftrates; and having made himfelf fo 
popular, as to find himfelf ‘bts to command and 
lead them at his pleafure, he raifed fuch a com- 


in his own houfe, his grace fo contrived, that the mayor of 
London did way lay him, and arrefted him going to his inn; 
feized all his papers and commiffions from Earl ohn, and de- 
livered them to the archbifhop. In confequence of which, 
the archbifhop convened the bifhops, earls and. barons, who 
reading the faid papers and commiflions, "twas unanimoufly 
refolved that Earl Yon thould be diffeifed of all his eftates in 
England, and that fiege fhould be laid to his caftles. 

Voi. I, I motion 


3 


beard’s 
riot. 


1195. 


‘Taken. 
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motion at S¢. Paul’s church, on pretence of a 


certain aid or tallage, which he falfely alledged 


was thrown almoft entirely upon the poor, that 
many citizen’s lives were loft. For which Long- 
beard was fummoned to appear before Hubert, 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and the king’s jufticiary. 
But this fellow made his appearance with fuch a 


guard of mob, that Hubert faw it moft prudent to 


difmifs him with a gentle admonition, not to ap- 
pear in any unlawful affembly for the future. 
However, the better fort of citizens being ter- 
rified with thefe dangerous proceedings, it was 
refolved to lay in wait, and to feize him by fur- 
prize. An opportunity foon offered. But he 
and the fmall party attending his perfon, made 
fuch a defperate defence, that they gained 


Bow church in Cheapfide; fortified the fteeple ; and 
fhewed a refolution to defend themfelves till fur- 
ther affiftance cames The mob accordingly af- - 
fembled, from all parts of London, to refcue theit — 


captain: but the magiftrates prevailed with the 
populace to return to their habitations; and then 
fetting fire to the lower part of the fteeple, the 
rioters were obliged to the alternative, either to 
be burnt alive, or to make a defperate fally and 
fight their way. ‘The latter being their determi- 
nation, they met with fuch a mss oer refiftance, 


that Longbeard and eight of his accomplices. 
were taken, and fecured in the tower of London: 
next day they were tried andcondemned: and the: 


day following they were drawn by the feet through 


the city, to nee elins in Smithfield, there executed, 


and 
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and afterwards hung in chains.’ However this did A. D. 
not put a total ftop to the diftutbance, For gn 
Longbeara’s body being ftolen ‘away, a certain or ieet ais 
prieft, his relation, inftilled into the populace a #™ 
belief that miracles were wrought at the place of 
this traitor’s execution ; which again raifed a pro- 
digious concourfe of people, to pay their devo- 
tions to the imaginary faint,.and martyr in their 
caufe ; till they were difperfed by a military force, 
fent by the government; and afterwards unde- Deteéed, 
ceived by an authentic account, publifhed by au- 
thority, of his villainies, frauds, and impoftures. 
Which effectually put an end to thefe riots, and 
teftored peace and quiet to the city, Neverthe- 
lefs, the monks of Chrift Church, in the year 
1197, complaining againft their archbifhop Az- 
bert, they charged him before the pope with a 
breach of fanctuary; becaufe it was by his order 
that Longbeard was forced out of Bow church and 
executed. And the pope wrote immediately to 
the king, to difmifs the archbifhop from the ad 
miniftration, 
In the year 1197, King Richard increafed the 
jurifdiction of his loyal city of London, by a char- 
ter, which impowered the citizens of London to 
remove all wears out of the river Thames; and 
refigned all his rights and preterifions to the an- 
nual duties arifing thereby, and ufually paid to 
his officers of the tower of London, in thefe 
words: ) 
“ Richard, by the grace of God, king of King Ri. 
“ England, &c. to all his faithful fubjects, ac. 472s 
Iz ** greeting. 
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greeting :—Know ye all, that we for the health 
of our foul, and for the foul’s health of our 
father, and all our anceftor’s fouls; and alfo 
for the commonweal of our city of London, 
and of all our realm, have granted and fted- 
faftly commanded, that all wears that are in 
the Thames be removed, wherefoever they fhalk 
be within the Thames: and that no wears be put 
any where within the Thames: alfo we have 
quit-claimed all that which the keeper of our 
tower of London was wont yearly to receive of 
the faid wears. Wherefore we will and fted- 
faftly command, that no keeper of the faid 
tower, at any time hereafter, fhall exact any 
thing of any one, neither moleft or burden, 
or any demand make of any perfon, by reafon 
of the faid wears. For it is manifeft to 
us, and by our right reverend father, Hubert 
archbifhop of Canterbury, and other our faithful 
fubjeéts, it is fufficiently given. us to under- 
ftand, that great detriment and difcommodity 
hath grown to our faid city of London, and 
alfo to the whole realm, by occafion of the 
faid wears. . Which thing, to the intent it may 
continue for ever firm and ftable, we do fortify | 
by the infcription of this prefent page, and the 
putting toof our feal: thefe being witnefles, 
| | & Fobn of Worcefter, 8c.” 
By this charter of jurifdiction and confervacy of 


the river Thames, the city of London has power to 
remove and deftroy all obftruétions to the naviga- 
tion of the Téames, and to the flux and reflux of 


the 
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the tide, or ftream, in that river; particularly ftanks ey D. 
1197- 


or great dams, made for taking of fifh, and deftroying 
sheie fpawn, or for conveying a ftream to a mill, 


which is the proper fignification of wears. And. 


as this charter does not defcribe any limitation, 
or bounds of the city’s jurifdiction and confervacy 
of the faid river, but transfers to this city the ju- 
rifdiction and right, claimed theretofore by his 
-majefty’s officers of the tower of London; it 
fhould appear that the city of London has, by this 
charter, a jurifdiction upon the river Thames, as 
far weftward as this river is known by that fpecific 
name, and as far eaftward as it difembogues into 
the fea: or fo far as the jurifdiction of the tower 
of London extended each way. But, however 
neceffary this grant to the city of London feemed 
to his majefty, and however well intended and 
conveyed, the city of London met with great op- 
pofition in its execution; both in regard to the 
limits of their jurifdiction, and to the object of 
their power: which made it neceffary to explain 
and amend this charter by feveral others, in the 
courfe of time. So that for fome generations the 
extent of the city jurif{diGion upon the river 
Thames, is fixed at Colne Ditch, a little weftward 
of Staine’s-bridge, above London; and to Yendal, 
or Yenland, or Yenleet, eaft of, or below London- 


bridge, including part of the rivers Medway and 
Lea: and the object of their jurifdiction is claim- 


ed, not only to remove wears, but to remove all 
obitructions to the navigation of the river Tames, 
within thofe limits aforefaid ; to prevent encroach- 

ie ments, 


1197. 


Water 
bailiff, 
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ments, by buildings or wharfs, on the fhores of 
the faid river’; to preferve the fithery; to feize 
unlawful nets; and to punifh fifhermen, that 
offended againft the ordinances of the city of 
London. | 

For the due execution of this jurifdiction, or 
the orders enacted by this authority, there is an 
officer by the name of water-bailiff, who is the 
lord mayor’s deputy, or fubftitute, to fearch, 
overfee, and bring to punifhment, ail that dare, 


_incontempt of this authority, offend againft the 


faid ordinances. Andthe lord mayor for the time 
being, does annually and in perfon hold eight 
courts of confervacy for the faid river, within the 
counties of Middlefem, Surry, Kent, and Effex, for 


the better maintaining of the rights and privileges | 


of the faid river; and doth charge four juries by 
oath to make inquifition after all offences. com- 
mitted on the faid river, within their re{pective 
counties, in order to proceed to judgment againft 
thofe, who fhall be found guilty ; paying the great- 
eft regard tothe profperity of the river, fafety of 


¥ The following tranfcript was found among the MSS. 
of Lord Peealee Burleigh, in Queen Elizabeth's reign, 
«« Alfo for proof of the prince’s intereft in rivers flowing 
«© from the fea, the Thames and confervation thereof, was 
¢* notonly given to the city of London; but by their fpeciay 
¢* fuit, the king gave therewithal the ground and foil under 
Uh the fame. Whereupon, if any that hath a houfe or land 
i Song, do make a ftrand, ftairs, or fuch like, they pay 


a 


« forthwith a rent to the city of London, how high foever 


f* they be above law w ater mark.” See Stow’s Survey. 
paflengers, 
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paffengers, and the general good of the common- 


wealth. 

‘Such confidence did Richard 1. place in the 
faithfulnefs and wifdom of his citizens of London, 
that when it was refolved to fix a ftandard for 
weights and meafures for the whole realm, his 


‘majefty committed the execution thereof to the 


fheriffs of London: and Middlefex; whom he com- 
manded to provide meafures, gallons, iron rods, 
and weights for ftandards, to be fent to the feve- 
ral counties of England; at which time, A. D. 
1198, corn was rifen to 18s. 4d. per quarter, | 


GHAR TVs 


Four Charters granted by King John. Dareétions and 
Regulations for the Clergy in reading divine Service. 
The Londoners Affection for King John. Gifts, 
Loans and Taxes. Firft Mayor of London, 

King John’s Recommendation of an Architect to 
finifh London-bridge. Parliament held at Bride- 
well. Ditch made about London Wall. Bay- 
nard-Cajile defiroyed. Great Fires. Jews allow- 
eda High Prieft. King John fubmits bis Crown 
to the Pope. Londoners join with the Barons, 
and to call in Lewis from France. Their Faith- 
fulnefs to the Caufe, and their Importance and 
Courage. Their particular Intereft in Magna 
Charta. Lift of Mayors, to the Death of King 
John. King Henry III. di/pleafed with London. 
Conftantine’s Riot. London. punifbed for it. 
Parliament  interpofes. London pays 5000 

T4 Marks: 


11g 


Ae Ds 
1198. 


Standard | 
of weights 
and mea- 
fures com- 
mitted to 
the citizens 


of London, 
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Marks: and many other Sums. Wenry grants 
jive Charters. Manner of Admiffion of Sheriffs. 
King’s folemu Entry. Additions to the Tower of 
London. St. Paul’s mew Cathedral confecrated. 
Thames overflows its Banks fix Miles. Extor- 
- tions. Liberties feized. Queenhithe purchafed, 
Tothill Fair. Ufurers Profecuted. Plot to crufo 
the Londoners. Folkmote. Tallage.. City Walls 
repaired. Great Famine. Londoners fide with 
the Barons. Punifhment. Pardon. And various 
other Occurrences, to the Demife of King Henry III. 


A.D. ING Richard’s death, in 1199, without 
“ogahad .. iffue, left the throne to his brother Jobm, 
K. John’s 


ers: Earl of Moreton, the darling of the Londoners ; to 

Chartersto Whom he, foon after his acceffion, granted three 

London.’ charters. The firft? was a recital and confirma- 
tion of the charters granted to the city of London, 
by King Heriry 1. and King Henry Il. with the ad- 
dition and further privilege to de quit from toll or” 
laftage, and every other cuftom, throughout all bis 
lands beyond the feas, as well as on this fide. By 
which claufe, they were exempt from all toll, du- 
ties and cuftoms in his majefty’s foreign domi- 
nions. For which they paid the fum of 3000 
marks. The fecond* charter was a recital and 
confirmation of King Richard’s charter, granting 


2 Granted on the 17th of June, 1 Fobannis. 

-2 Bearing the fame date. And Calfborp in his Trak of the 
City Liberties, page 15, remarks, ‘That this is the firft charter 
of London, to which he had feen, .or ever heard of a king’s 
hand, as well as his feal being fet. . 


5 the 
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the jurifdiction and confervacy of the river Thames A.D. 
to the citizens of London; with a claufe toextend *'?” 
that jurifdiction, and the powers therewith grant- 
ed, to the river Medway; and with another claufe 
—toenable the faid city, as confervators of the rivers 
Thames and Medway, to inflict a penalty of 101. 
upon any perfon, that fhould prefume to erect a 
wear in either of the faid rivers. The third char- 
ter, which was granted a few days after °, carries 
in it particular tokens of his majefty’s goodnets 
and benevolence towards his city of London. For 
therein he grants to them the fee-farm-rent of the 
fheriffwicks of London and Middle/ex at the ancient 
- rent, before they were deprived thereof by Queen 
Maud; and alfo grants them the additional power 
of chufing their own fheriffs, as will more fully 
appear in his own, words and form: 

“© Fobn, by the grace of God, king, &c. tO xg, yonug 
€¢ all his loving fubjects, &c. Know ye that we third 
“ have granted, and by this prefent writing con- one 
<¢ frm to our citizens of London, the fheriffwick the thant, 
“6 of London and Middlefex, with all the cuftoms Ms 
«© and things to the fheriffwick belonging, within 
“* the city rand without, by land and by water, 
“¢ to have and to hold to them and their heirs, 
<¢ of us and our heirs, paying therefor 300]. of 
«¢ blank fterling money, at two terms in the year, 
<¢ viz. at Eaffer and Michaelmas, faving to the 
“6 citizens of London all their liberties and free 
* cuftoms. And further we have granted to the 
® citizens of London, all their liberties and free 


> Viz, on the fifth day of Jus Ag in the firft year of King 
pe 


«¢ cyftoms, 


‘ : ae 
f . ‘ae 
- iy ax { Ve 
; 


ae 
NY 


yo2 ts | Historyveand Survey of 


A.D. * cuftoms. And further we have granted to the 
se “© citizens of London, that they, amoneft them-— 
chufe the. ** felves, may make fheriffs whom they will, and 
oe “* may remove them when they will; and thofe 

*¢ whom they make fheriffs, they fhall prefent to 
** our juftices of exchequer, of thofe things which 
* to the faid fheriffwick appertain, whereof they 
“< ought to anfwer us; and unlefs they fhall fuf- 
«© ficiently anfwer and fatisfy, the citizens may 
*¢ anfwer and fatisfy us the amerciaments and 
«« fum, faving to the faid citizens their liberties, 
*¢ as-is aforefaid ; and faving to the faid fheriffs 
*¢ the fame liberties, which other citizens have: | 
Sheriffs in- ** fo that if they, which. fhall be appointed fheriffs 
folvente ¢* for the time being, fhall commit any offence, 
- whereby they ought to incur any amerciament 
of money, they fhall not, be condemned for any 
*¢ more than the amerciament of 201. and that 
<¢ without the damage of other citizens, if the 
‘¢ fheriffs be not fufficient for the payment of their 
*Tobetried ** amerciaments: but if they do any offence, 
Py citizens. ¢¢ whereby they ought to incur the lofs of their 
*¢ lives or members, they fhall be adjudged, as 
‘* they ought to be, according to the law of the 
city: and of thofe things, which to the faid 
‘* fheriffs belong, the fheriffs fhall anfwer before 
“© our juftices at our exchequer: faving to the faid 
fheriffs the liberties which other citizens of 
«© Tondon have. Alfo this grant and confirmation 
¢* we have made to the citizens of London for the 
amendment of the faid city, and becaufe it was 
in ancient times farmed for 300]. Wherefore 
é we will and ftedfaftly command, That the 
$* Citie 
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“¢ citizens of London, and their heirs, may have A. D. 
«< and hold the theriffwick of London and Middle- Aah 
«© fx, with all things to the faid fheriffwick be- 

«© longing, of us and our heirs to poffeis and en- 

“¢ joy hereditarily, freely and quietly, honoura- 

¢ bly and wholly, by fee-farm of 3ool. And 5 Rem | 
& we forbid that none prefume to do any damage, ee 
#6 impediment or diminifhment to the citizens of 

6¢ Zondon of thefe things, which to the faid fheriff- 

© wick do, or were accuftomed to appertain, 

« Alfo we will and command, that if we or our 

s¢ heirs, or any of our juftices, fhall give or grant 

*© to any perfon any of thofe things, which to the 

6 farm of the fheriffwick appertain, the fame 

‘© fhall be accounted to the citizens of London, 

s* in the acquittal of the faid farm, at our exche- 

© quer. Witnefs, &c. 

Where we obferve, that this charter is by way Remake 
of covenant or conveyance from the crown to the ee 
citizens of London for a valuable confideration ; 
whereby the faid theriffwick became their free- 
hold: and that this is the firft covenant or convey- 
ance we find on record with the legal terms of to 
have and to bold, which are at this time accounted 
an effential part in all conveyances pf property. 

A.D. 1200, there was a national fynod held Canon _ 
at Weftminfter, in which the firft canon regulates readin Ok | 
the pronunciation of divine fervice, and forbids Se fens 
either huddling the prayers, or drawing them out A.D. 
fo a fleepy negligence. ont Mee 

Several regulations were made after this for the Weavers 
better government of the city. -Upon application erry 

. Fe 
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A.D. to his majefty, an order was made by King John, 
"20° in the third year of his reign, and dated 20th of 
March, for the disfranchifing the company of 
weavers“ Know ye, fays the King, that we, 

** at the requeft of our mayor and citizens of 

** London, have granted, and by this our prefer 

** writing confirmed, that the guild of weav- 

“* ers fhall not henceforth be in the city of Lon- 

** don, neither fhall be at all maintained”—— 

oh condition of the city’s paying twenty marks 
annually into the exchequer, in lieu of eighteen 

‘that had been ufually paid by the weaver’s com- 

ey 

About this time Peter of Colechurch, the archi- 

tect entrufted with the building of London bridge, 

either fuperannuated and rendered incapable of 
continuing that great work, or dead, the city 
committed the care of the faid work to Serle Mer- 

cer, William Almaine, and Benedi& Botewrite, mer- 
chants of London, to get it completed; and, it is 
probable, they employed one J/enbert, the builder 

of the bridges at Xainéfes and Rochelle, by the re- 
commendation of King Fobn himfelf, with a fcheme 

to build houfes on Fpvilon bridge, to be appro- 
priated to repair, maintain, and uphold the fame; 

which recommendation is recorded in the tower 

of London, and thus made Englih: | 

K. John’s ‘© fobn, by the grace of God, king, &c. greet- 
rendation “© ing.——-Confidering how the Lord in a thort 
Data ‘* time has wrought in regard to the bridges of 
** Xatmtes and Rochelle, by the great care and pains 

* of our faithful, learned, and worthy clerk Jew- 

S$ bert, 
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< Jert, mafter of the fchools of Xainétes, we A. D. 
< therefore, by the advice of our reverend father reve 
<© in Chrift, Hudert archbifhop of Canterbury, and 
<¢ that of others, have defired, directed, and en- 
«© joined him to ufe his beft endeavours in build- 
« ing your bridge, for your benefit and that of 
“ the public: for we truft in the Lord that this 
«¢ bridge, fo neceffary for you, and all who fhall 
<¢ pafs the fame, will, through his induftry and 
<* the divine bleffing, foon be finifhed. Where- 
<< fore, without prejudice to our right, or that 
“© of the city of London, we will and grant, that 
** the rents and profits of the feveral houfes, that 
«¢ the faid mafter of the fchools fhall caufe to be 
«* ereéted upon the bridge aforefaid, be for ever 
<‘ appropriated to repair, maintain, and uphold 
<< the fame. And feeing the neceffary work of 
«¢ the faid bridge cannot be accomplifhed without 
<< your aid and that of others; we charge and 
«¢ exhort you kindly to receive and honour the 
<< above-named Jfendert, and thofe employed by 
<¢ him, who will perform every thing to your ad- 
“© vantage and credit, according to his directions, 
<‘ you affording him your joint advice and affitt- 
<¢ ance in the premifes. For whatever good office 
<< or honour you fhall do to him, you ought to 
<¢ efteem the fame as done to us. But fhould any 
«‘ injury be offered to the faid Jjenbert, or the 
<< perfons employed by him (which we do not 
<¢ believe there will) fee that the fame be re- 
<< dreffed, as foon as it comes to your knowledge. 


“ Witnefs myfelf, &c. 18 April.” 


326 
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It is probable that the city did not honour this 


recommendation in the manner that the mafter 
Lenbert expected, or agreeable to his majefty’s 


defires; for we find no mention of this architeé& 


Chamber- 


fain’s office 


valuable. 


1205, 


in the city or bridge records: and the king, in 
the feventh year of his reign (three years before 
the finifhing of the ftone bridge) took the cuftody 
of London-Bridge from the mayor, and granted it 
to one friar Wef, and obliged the city to appoint 
certain void fpaces within their walls for buildings : 
to be applied for the fupport thereof. 

The chamberlain’s office of this city, which ftill 
remained in the gift of the crown, appears to have 
been a place of great profit, even in thefe early 
times: for in the year 1204 it was rented by 
William de §t. Michael for 100 marks per annntt, 
and a fine of i001, 

In the year 1205 the city of Toni had art 
opportunity, to diftinguith their affection for the 
king, on the arrival of his nephew Otho the empe- 
ror, whom they entertained in a moft magnificent 


Prefents to and princely manner. And when they found him 


the king. 
A. De 
1207. 


Difpute 
with the 
king’s pur 


e veyor ry 


pinched for money, they, in 1207, made the king 
a prefent of 3001. and paid him 200 marks to be 
excufed the 15th impofed upon merchants, and 
10001. towards his expedition againft the Scots. 
Some accounts date the commencement of the. 
mayoralty of the city of London in this fame year. 
But Sir Richard Baker places it in the tenth yeat 
of King Fobn’s reign. | 
There having been a great fearcity of corn, — 
and bread very dear, the fheriffs would not per- 
mut 
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mit the king’s purveyors to carry off a quantity 4. D. 
of corn they had bought in London, which fo en- or 
_raged the king, that he fent a pofitive command 

to the thirty-five members, of which the city coun- 

cil was then compofed, to degrade and imprifon 

the faid fheriffs. They yielded to the king’s 
command: but, upon the faid council’s effectu- 

ally convincing the king, by a deputation, that 

the fheriffs thus aéted purely to prevent an infur- 
‘rection, which might have proved dangerous to 

the ftate, his majefty gave orders for their dif- 
charge. 

The king’s necefiities increafing by the intrigues Parliament 
of the church of Rome with his ecclefiaftical fub- 5 Sa 
jects, his majefty called a parliament at his palace 
at St. Brides, in the fpot where Bridewell now 
ftands, in which he exacted 100,000]. from the 
clergy and religious houfes, and 40,000]. in par- 
ticular from the white friars or monks: and foon 
after the city of London and the reft of the realm 
were laid under an interdict by the bifhops of 
London, Ely, and Worcefter, the rebellious inftru- 
ments of pope Innocent. 

Thus the city of London continued their attach- The Lon- 
ment to their lawful fovereign with their ufual roi nag: 
fidelity, and with arefolution to fupport him with "s- 
their lives and fortunes, in all juft and conftitu- 
tional meafures, againft foreign power. But the 
weaknefs of the king put him upon fuch meafures 
‘that foon alienated the affections of his faithful 
fubjects ; and.obliged his loyal Londoners to join 


with 


\ 
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A.D. with the barons in the defence of the national in- 
1207+ are(h 
Exchequer The fir agt of his difpleafure. was to remove 
removed the exchequer from, London to Northampton. And 
a the public fafety growing every day more dubious, | 
the citizens thought it incumbent upon them to— 
put their city ima better pofture of defence. For 
A.D. which purpofe, in the year 1211, they began to 
Roe ftrengthen their walls with a deep ditch, 200 feet 
round the Wide, which was _finifhed: in two years; being 
walls-  fomewhat retarded by an extraordinary accident 
Great fre. Of fire on London- Bridge, about four years after | 
the bridge had. been finifhed, on the roth of 
ap. j#y, A.D. 1212. in the night, which began in 
1212. Southwark; where taking hold of St. Mary Overy’s, 
then called Our Lady. of the Canons, communicated 
the ames, by a ftrong fouth wind, to the north 
end of the bridge, which interrupted the paflage, 
and ftopt the return of the multitude that had run 
from London to extinguifh the fire in Southwark: 
and while the confufed multitude were attempting 
to force a pafflage thraugh the flames at the north 
_end of the bridge, the fire broke out at the fouth 
Three end alfo. Thus they were enclofed between two 
: eis raging fires; and above 3000 people perifhed 
either in the flames, or were drowned by over- 
loading the boats.that ventured to their affiftance. 
Bridge da- The bridge was greatly damaged, and a great 
meee «Bate of the city was confumed, 
Baynard’s The next token of his difpleafure was his com- 
hae mand to deftroy Baynard’s Cafile, at the fouth 
sie end of i hames- Street; and the ftately palace of 


; Robert 


ie * 
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Robert Fitzwater, caftellain and ftandard-bearer A.D. 
of the city, who, having taken part with the male- | *7**° 
content barons, and refufed to give fecurity for 
his fidelity to the king, had fled into France. - | 

His majefty then, A. D, 1213, fummoned a Conve. 
convention of the ftates of the kingdomiat S#, Paul’s pep oh 
cathedral, where he made, or rather rénewed, Paul’s. 
before Nicholas the pope’s legate, his infamous roe fe 
fubjection of his crown, which he had before made. 

_ tg the pope, before his legate Pandulph; and agreed 
to pay an extraordinary fum of money to the pope 
for taking off the national interdid. | 

To raife that money his majefty had recourfe Two thon. 
to various expedients*; amongft which his faith- aa ty 
ful Londoners were to feel their fhare, which a- king. 
mounted to the fum of 2000 marks. But, to allay 
the murmurs of the citizens, he granted them a 
confirmation of their ancient rights and immuni- 
ties, and the privilege of chufing their chief ma- 
giltrate from among themfelves, referving to him- 
felf the nomination of a chamberlain only, in the 
_ following charter: a 
‘© Fobn, by the grace of God, king &c. ereet= K. John’s 
* ing Know ye, that we have granted, and ue 
*¢ by this our prefent writing we do confirm, to our 
*“ barons of our city of London, That they may 
** chufe to themfelves every year a Mayor; who 
** to us may be faithful, difcreet, and fit for the 


* He, for a large fam of money, granted the Jews liberty 
to have a kind of high-prie#; which patent was made to one 
Rabbi Facod of Loudon, durante witd, for his life, and conveyed 
to him a fuperintendency over all the Few. in England. 
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<< government of the city; fo as, when he fhall 


<¢ be chofen, to be prefented unto us, or our. 


eS juftice (if we fhall not be prefent) and he fhall 


‘“¢ {wear to be faithful to us: and that it fhall be 


‘<¢ lawful to them, at the end of the year, to 
“ amove him, and to fubftitute another, if they 


«¢ will; or the fame to retain, fo as he be prefent- . 


<* ed unto us, or our juftice, if we thall not be pre- 


 & fent. We have granted.to the fame our barons, | 


and by this our a ae charter confirmed, that 
they well and in peace, freely, quietly, and 
<< wholly, have all their liberties, which hitherto. 
«< they have. ufed, as well in the city of London 
‘© as without, and as well by water as by land, . 


<< and in all other places; faving to us our chamber- : 


ee lainfbip. ‘Wherefore we will and ftreightly com-. 
& mand, That our aforefaid barons, of our afore-, 
‘f faid city of London, may chufe unto themfelves , 
“a mayor of themfelves, in manner and. form. 


‘ aforefaid: and that they may have all the afore. 


“¢ faid liberties well and in peace, wholly and fully,.. 
‘with all things ie the faid liberties appertaining, . 
Fas js ator eit Witnefs &c. dated 19th May, 


“in the 16th’ year ot our reign.’ 


But this not ee ee with the reft of his. 
aétions, the barons and chief men of the kingdom, ’ 
having raifed a potent army, repaired. to Londons. 


‘and in the New Temple (where now are the inns of _ 


court of that name) peremptorily demanded of the 


king the re-eftablifhment of King Edward’s laws, 4 
and all the rights and privileges contained in the” 


charter of King Henry. which, after time allowed 
| for 
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for confideration, ohn rejected with indignation: A. D. 
and the barons repaired to their army, refolved ck 
to obtain that juftice and right by force, which | 

_ was not to be otherwife expected. 

Their army was encamped at Bedford. But the Gain the 
barons thought it neceffary to gain the Londoners sea 
into their party. A negociation was ‘fet on foot 
for that purpofe; and fucceeded. The barons 
marched with that diligence and fecrecy, that they 
entered Aldgate in the morning of the \24th of 
May, before the king, who was lodged in the 
tower of London, heard of their approach: from 
their Jaft encampment at Ware. Thesarmy im- 
mediately fecured the city gates, plundered the 
houfes of the royalifts and Jews, the latter of 
which they demolifhed: and with the ftones of thefe 
ruins they repaired the city walls: they alfo got 
ready their military engines, and laid fiege to the 
tower. | 
Nothing now could anfwer the king’s end but King’s dit. 
diffimulation, Which he managed fo artfully, Re nc 
that an accommodation was propofed and accept- 
ed, Commiffioners were appointed by both par- 
ties: and they agreed upon that fundamental Magna 
charter of our prefent happy conftitution, called ho of 
Macna Cuarra, and the charter of forefts, £o7do"- 
In the former of which it was exprefly ftipulated, 4: - 
“¢ That the city of London thall have all its an- ae 
“cient privileges and free cuftoms, as well by 
“* land as by water.” And both 'thofe charters 
were folemnly ratified at’ Runnemead, near Staines, 
in Middlefex, } 

: K 2 However, 
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However, this was fo far from being a fecurity to. 


the people, that it .will.be,an everlafting example, 

that princes are not always fincere, nor to be bound, 
by a roll of parchment. Loudon, and the whole 
nation, were contented, and sefolved to, obey 
their king under the conditions.of thefe charters.’ 
But Zebu fought an opportunity andmeans_.to op-| 
prefs and to punifh his. fubjeéts ; who had forced: 
thofe conceflions from -him, ‘which they |infifted. 


Pe 


upon as their dirtbright. He applied to the pope, 


for an abfolution from his oath given to his fubjeéts;, 
and by promifing to reward his adherents with 
the eftates of rich barons, he foon found’ himfelf, 


at the head of a vaft army of foldiers of fortune, 


Barons exe 
communi- 
cated. 


Spirit of 
the Lon- 
daners. 


who flocked to his ftandard from Flanders, Braz 
bant,: Normandy, Poitou, and Gafcony.) yo.) 9 0% 


The barons, not able to keep, the field,againft; 


fo great a power, retreated. within the, walls of, 
London. And now the Londoners, who fo lately: 
had been excommunicated by the pope for adher- 


ing to their fovereign, in defence of their national, 


conftitution and the dignity, of the-crown,) were: 
again interdicted, together with the barons, for op-» 
pofing arbitrary power and ja foreignarmy.«. 

But the Londoners treated this-cenfure withcon-. 
tempi: they rung the bells, faith Mast) Paris, all’ 


over.the city; and they faid,' the bull of excom-: 
- munication had been procured upon a falfedug-"— 
geftion, which made it void: and befides, that” 
the pope had nothing to do in fecular: matters 3 | 
for our Saviour conveyed: nothing but. fpiricual 
jurifdiction to St. Peter, and his fucceffors.—And 
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afterwards they added, ‘* Thefe people, who un- 
«¢ derftand griping and fimony, much better than 
“the grounds of ‘war, will needs make them: 
é* felves abfolute by. their fpiritual authority, and 
<‘ domineer over the world with their excommu- 
© nications.” 


13 
A.D. 


V21r5. 


The king was mafter of all the open country; K. John 


and ravaged and deftroyed the lands of all his caters | 


London. 


opponents: and at laft marched with an intention 
to ftorm the city of London, and deliver it up to 
his foreign adventurers to be facked and {poiled. 


my 
4 


Tn this fituation, where nothing bur plunder, Londoners 


deftruction, and flavery, was to be expected from 
King Fobn, the Londoners not only agreed to the 
propofal of the barons, to offer the crown to 
Lewis, the French king’s eldeft fon, in cafehe 
‘would bring fufficient force to preferve them from 
ruin, and wie to maintain them in their ancient 
Jaws, rights and privileges: but when the kine’s 
forces approached, they opened their gates to fight 
him, chufing to die in the field, pice than perifh 
“within etieii= walls. Of which King Yobn was 


foon convinced by the rough treatment of his-ad-, 


vanced party, who were entirely routed, with num- 
bers killed and wounded, amongft whom was 
their general; and his majefty thought it more 
his intereft to march off, than to rifque a general 
engagement with the brave and refolute Londoners. 
So powerful was London at this time, that they 
were able not only thus to defend themfelves 
againft the king in poffefficn -of all other parts of 
the kingdom ; but to'fit ovit a fleet to proteat the 

| Ky yg trade 


seall an 


Lewis, 


Lewis ar- 

rives at 

London. 
A. D, 
31216. 


 Firmnefs 


of the Lon- 
doners. 


Their cou- 


yage. 
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trade and navigation of the mouth of the Thames, 


that deftroyed or took 65 fhips that belonged to 


a numerous fleet of pirates; who, taking advan- 
tage of the weaknefs of the government, ar the | 
civil war, infefted the coaft. 

Lewis accepted the invitation: and hee of | 


‘the bravery of the Londoners, he fent a meffenger 


with congratulations, promifes, and encourage- 


ments; and foon after followed with an army, on 


board 600 fhips. Lewis difembarked with his 
forces at Sandwich; in his march reduced the ca- 


| {tle of Rocheffer; and, being fafely arrived at Lon- 


don, he received the homage and fealties of the 
barons and citizens: and he {wore to reftore good — 
laws, and their loft eftates, 

' The Londoners never departed from this engage- 


ment. But upon the demife of King Fobn, 


William, Earl of Pembroke, who took the part of — 


Henry his fon, and had him crowned, prevailed 


with 40 of the barons to defert their prote€tor 


Lewis, and to fubmit to the young king. This 
defection, with the decreafe of the French army, 


and returned with frefh fupplies to London.. 

‘The king’s troops had already taken thé field, 
and fat.down before the caftle of Mount Sorel, 
in Leicefrerfoire. For whofe relief he detached 
20,000 regular troops, and 600 knights, who 


obliged the Earl of Chefler to raife the fiege, 


They marched then to Lincoln; where they were 


defeated °Y the king’s forces, Which, with the 


‘. 


in a long courfe of hard fervice, obliged Lewis to ' 
agree toa truce. Jn which time he went to France, | 


i 


y 
; 


y 


lofs 
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lofs of a powerful fupply cut off at fea by. a fleet Heh 
from the cinque ports, obliged Lewzs to fhut him- 
felf up in London. And though he was’ there 
blocked up both by land and water, he would not 
treat of peace without fuch conditions, as were — 
confiftent with his honour, and the fafety of thofe, 
who invited him over; and in particular, he took Genero- 
care that the ancient rights and privileges ‘of the 
city fhould be confirmed. The Londoners,. on 
their part, gratefully acknowledged this generofity 
by lending him 5000 marks, to difcharge his 
debts, before he departed for France, 

In which affair it plainly appears, That the 
Londoners were looked upon to carry the balance ° 
of power in this kingdom; that they did not 
throw off their allegiance, but were compelled by 
the iniquitous and ruinous meafures’of the king 
to defend their liberty and property; that felf-pre- 
fervation juftified their joining with the chief 
men of the nation to call in a powerful foreign 
prince to their affiftance; and. that they acted 
confiftent with juftice and honour, and the laws 
of nations, by their conftant fealty and generofity 
towards him to the Jaft. : 

According to Sir R. Baker, the lift of mayors Lif of 
and fheriffs, from their commencement in this’ ” 
reign, ftands thus: 


roth Fobn. Henry Fitz-Alwin, firft mayor. 
Peter Duke, Thomas Neal, fheriffs. 
rith. Henry Fitz-Alwin, mayor. | 
Peter le Fofue, Will. Blounde, theriffs. 
K 4 Tath 


¥. yore 
; ’ . ‘ 


“ 
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A.D, rath Fobu. Henry Fitz-Alwin, mayor. 7 
gas Adam Whitley, Stephen le Grafs, fherifis 
r3th. Henry Fitz-Alwin, mayor, 
: _ Fobu Fitz-P eter, Fobn Garland, fheriffs, 
T4th. Henry Fitz-Alwin, mayor. , 
Randolph Eyland, Conflantine Teats 
vs» Sheriffs, 
t5th. Roger Fitz-Alwin, mayor. 
Martin Fitz-Alice, Peter Bate, therifts; 
16th. | Roger Fitz-Alwin, mayor. 
| Sclomon Bafing, Hugh Bafing, theriffs, 
17th. William Haydel, mayor. 
John Travers, Andre ew Newland, fheriffs, 


Boney Peace thus happily eftablifhed, A. D. 1214, 

intothe the Londoners received the young king inte their 

vied city with all public dbiionttiekiite of joy. But 
this was not fufficient to wipe off the difike the 
court had conceived againft them. 


Purchafe = In the year 1248, King Henry III. nel a 


of rights, 
oe fine of 409 marks for felling a fort of cloth, not 
A.D. two yards within the lifts ; and a fifteenth of 


1218. . the citizens perfonal  eftates, for the enjoyment 
| of their ancient rights and privileges.» - 
Foret of From this year we may date the right which 
parcatied the city enjoys to thofe lands, which they pur- 
chafed out of the foreft of Middlefex, and built 
Newg:te partly thereon, it being then disforefted. And-at 
Be ene the fame time, the king wrote to the fheriffs of — 
| ne London to repair the prifon of Newgate; ordering, 
uns: | Tare money difburfed by them fhould be allow- 
bik in their accounts, By which it fhould appear, _ 
* Thar 
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That the gaol of Newgate was not then under the 
direction of the city. 

The next token of sifeslea Gare was, a proclama- 
tion for foreign merchants to depart the city. by 
Michaelmas-day, 1220; which drew 30 marks 
from the Anfeatic company of the Steelyard, to 
have feifin of their guild or hall, in Thames- 
fireet. 

But it was the wreftling match at §¢, Giles iw the 
Fields, that brought on their greateft burden. In 
the year 1221, on St. Fames’s day, the citizens of 
_ London having carried off the victory from the 
people of Wejiminfier, and other neighbouring 
villages 5 ; the fteward of the abbot of Wefminfter, 


‘meditating revenge againft the Londoners, pro- 


137 


A.D. . 
1220. 


‘Tokens of* 
the king's 
difplea- 
fure, ~ 


A.D. 


I2Zi. 


pofed another wrettling match with them on the. 


itt of Auguf next enfuing, and gave a ram for the 
prize. The citizens reforted to the fame place at 
the time appointed, in great numbers, defence- 
lefs, and without fufpicion of any perfidious deal- 
ings. But they were fet upon by a great number’ 
of armed men, wounded, cruelly handled, and 
put to flight. This threw the city into a great 
commotion, |The. populace breathed revenge, 
_and by the inftigation of Conjftantine Fitz- Arnuiph, 
a great favourer of Lewis’s party during the late 
troubles, they proceeded to Wefiminjter, and pull- 
ed down the houles both of the fteward and the 
abbot: And hearing that the abbot was come 
into the city with his complaint to Péilip Dacod- 
wey, the king’s ‘council, they purfued him, beat 
bis fervants cruelly, took away twelve uF his 


Riot in 
Weftmin- 
fier. 


hor fes, ; 
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A.D. horfes, and would have murdered him alfo, had 
"2" not the abbot efcaped by the backdoor, through a 
fhower of ftones, to the water fide. 
Londoners  Flubert de Bury, then chief jufticiary, fummon- 
yom’ ed the mayor and many principal citizens to attend 
him in the tower of London, when the ftorm was 
- abated; and enquiring of them for the authors 
of the late riot, Conftantine, the ring-leader, bold- 
ly anfwered, ‘* That he was one; that they had 
‘* done no more than what they ought; and that 
** they were refolved to ftand by what they had 
“* done, let the confequence be what it would.” 
In which he was feconded by his nephew and one 
Geofery. And the jufticiary, having difmiffed all 
the reft, detained thofe three, and ordered them 
to be hanged next morning; though Confantine 
offered 15000 marks for his pardon. Then re-- 
pairing into the city with a ftrong guard, Hubert 
caufed the hands and feet of moft of the principal 
rioters, he could feize, to be cut off. All which 
was executed without any legal proceedings or 
form of trial, After thefe arbitrary and inhu- 
man feverities, he degraded the mayor and all 
the magiftrates, alcal a cuftos over the city, and 
obliged 30 perfons of his own chufing eg, (and in 
cafe of mortality to be filled up with other per- 
fons of worth) to become fecurities for the cood 
behaviour of the whole city. And they were be- 
fides obliged to pay the king - feveral thoufand: 
marks, is they could shige a reconciliation. 
Parliament * ‘Thefe arbitrary proceedings againft London be- 
interpofes , 
ing canvafied by the repeofentactves of the nation, 
which 
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which affembled in parliament in 1224, they be- 
gan to be uneafy for themfelves, and addreffed 
his majefty, that he would. pleafe to confirm the 
charter of liberties, which he had fworn to ob- 
ferve. And the court not being in a condition to 
quarrel with the whole nation, we find that King 
Henry Ill. confirmed Macna Cuarva in fall 
parliament, A. D. 1225, at Weflminfter. Inthe 


239 
A. D. 
1225. 


in favour 
of London. 


Magna 
Charta 
confirmed. 


ninth article of which, all the ancient rights and . 


privileges of the city of London are ratified. His 
majefty alio exempted the Londoners from _ profe- 
cutions for burels, i. e. lifted cloth; and granted 
the commonalty of the city a right to have a 
common feal. 

But as foon as King Henry IIT. affumed the 
reins of government, he extorted from the citi- 
zens of Lovdon 5000 marks; becaufe they had 
lent Lewis that fum. And under the pretence or 
colour of granting them five charters, he ob- 
liged them to pay a fifteenth of their poeta! 
eftates. 

The firft (dated 18 Feb. anno reo. IT.) of thet 
charters, is no more than a sociated exemplifica- 
tion of King ohn’s charter, granting and con- 
firming unto thecitizens of London the theriffwick 
of London and Middlefen*. The fecond, (dated 
18 fed. anno reg. II.) is a recital or exemplifica- 
tion of King Fobn’s charter, granting and con- 
firming to the citizens of London the election of a 
mayor®. ‘The third, (dated 18 Fed. atin. reg. II.) 


¢ See this charter on page 121. 
® See this charter on page 129. 


London 
pays the 
king so0e 
marks. 
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A.D. js a recital or exemplification of King Fobn’s char- 
ee granting and confirming unto the citizens of 
London the confervacy of the rivers Thames and 
Medway’, ‘The fourth, (dated 16 March, anno 
reg. Il.) is a recital of the charters of King 
Flenry 1. and King Henry Il. concerning acquittal — 
of murder, pleadings, toll, recovery of debts, 
tight of hunting, and releafement from dridfol, 
ebildwite, peree and fcotale®; But the fifth 
was a grant to the citizens of London and others, 
who had lately purchafed lands in the disforefted 
warren of Staines, in Middlefex, in thefe words: 
“* Henry, by the grace of God, &c. Know ye, 
** that we have granted, and by this prefent char- 
** ter confirm, for us and our heirs, unto, &c. free- 
** holders, and toall the county of Middlefex, that 
© all the warren of Staines, with the appurtenan- 
** ces, be unwarrened and disforefted for ever; 
“* fo that all the aforefaid,:and their heirs and 
'  $* fucceffors, may have all liberties and benefit of. 
** warren and foreft, in the aforefaid warren; 
' wherein they may till or plough all their lands, 
and cut all their woods and difpote of the fame 
at their will, without the view or contradi@tion - 
“* of our warreners or forefters, and all their mi- _ 
nifters: and within the which, no warrener or 
** forefter, or juftice of our foreft, fhall or emit 
“* any thing meddle. with their lands or woods ; 
‘© neither with. their herbage, hunting, orcorm; - 
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*° neither by any fummons or diftrefs, (hall caufe’ A+ Ds 


<¢ them, their heirs or fucceffors, to come before 
“ our juftices of the foreft or warreners, .by oc- 


“¢ cafion of the lands and tenements fituate in» 


“¢ thofe parts where the faid warreners were wont 
“ to be; but that they, and their heirs and fuc- 


“ ceffors, and their lands and tenements contained. 


“* inthe parts, be quit and free from all exactions, 


“ occafions, demands. and, attachments, and of. 
«¢ all things which belong. to. warrens er forefts. 


«© Wherefore we will and. ftedfaftly command, 
< that all the aforefaid, holding lands and tene- 


<‘ ments within the faid parts, and their heirs and. 


“ fucceffors for ever, have. the aforefaid liberties 
“6 and freedoms; and that their Jands and tene- 


<¢ ments aforefaid be unwarrened and disforefted 


“¢ for ever, and quit from all things, which either 
<¢ to warren or foreft, warreners, or forefters, . per- 
* tain, Witnefs, &c. 18 Avg. annoreg, II.” 


At the fame time, S/owe affirms that the king » 
granted, that each fheriff fhould have two clerks 


and two ferjeants.. But upon what authority, or 
for what reafon, does not appear for certainly, as 
the right of chufing fheriffs was now:and had been 
long a chartered privilege of the city, the king 
had no right to interfere with the management 
of the fheriffs office; and the fheriffs had the fole 
Tight to appoint fuch officers or, minifters, as they 
Ebbuch: neceflary and expedient to, execute that 
truft, with which they were charged by their fellow 
citizens, and for which they) were accountable, 
Deny '. There- 


12255, 
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A.D. Therefore, I rather am of opinion, that chef” 
*°5* officers were appointed by the fheriffs themfelves. 
City much “The great fums paid by the city for thefe pre- 
ea tended favours, which were their natural chartered 
and covenanted rights, did not fatisfy him. For, 
before two years were fully elapfed, he demanded’ 
a very large fum by way. of ranfom, i.e. to re-" 
deem the iba’ s favour, which was called'a tallage, 
collected partly by poll-tax; and partly by a difere- 
tionary rate upon every. ward. It never perfpired | 
what the identical fum amounted unto; but con-- 
fidering the populoufhefs of the city,’ and’ that’ 
fome of the principal citizens were rated at ten’ 
and twelve marks'a head, and others at forty, and’ 
one William Fitz-Adams at 100 $." it ‘mutt have’ 
been immenfe. Yet this did not fatiate’ the ven-’ 
geance of the. court. For the Londoners, ‘two. 
years after, were compelled to purchafe the king’s s 
A great favour with'20,6001. and this in the midft of’ 


ane their diftrels by a fire that confuimed the preset 
part of the city. 2 
-Com- “Tt was generally thought that all thefe oppretive” ” 
plaints: a- 


gaint the Meéafures againft the city of London, were advifed ° 
cnet jo- or ‘prompted by Hubert de Bury, their cruel and | 
implacable enemy. But by an extraordinary turn 
of affairs, this Hudert was diferaced, and fled to’ 
the priory of Merton for ittuary, to fkreen him-” 
felf from juftice ; whén the kine demanded an 
account of his receipts and difvurtethenis relating 
to the public. This fo exafperated King Henry, | 
that he commanded proclamation to be made in. 
London, that all perfons who had any complaint 
againft 
2 


LonDON, WESTMINSTER, Se, 143 


againft the faid Hubert, fhould immediately apply 4- D- 
to him for juftice; which gave them an opportu- Bi 8 
nity to accufe him of his arbitrary and illegal 
proceedings in the cafe of Conjlantine Fitz-Ar- 

nulpb. - 

The year 1235 is memorable for the origin of sheriffs 
the payment or tender of fix horfe thoes, with the fount. 
nails thereunto belonging, by the fheriffs of Loz- 
don and AMiddlefex, at the time of their {wearing 
into their office before the chief baron of the ex- 
chequer ; and this cuftom arifeth from the poffeffion 
of apiece of ground in the Strand, within the parifh | 
of St. Clement Danes, to which they have a right 
by a grant from Valter de Bruin, a farrier, who,- 
in this year, purchafed the fame of the crown for: 
erecting a forge, on condition of paying the faid 
number of fhoes and nails annually into the ex- 
chequer. 

King Henry, after the folemnization of his mar- King’s f- 
riage with Eleanor, at Canterbury, made their fo- ee, 
lemnventrance into London, A.D. 1236, and were don. 
met On their way by the mayor, aldermen, and. A. D. 
citizens, to the number of 360, on horfeback, tah 
rovded in filk richly embroidered, each carrying 
a gold or filver cup in his hand, in token of the 
office of chief butler. The ftreets, through. 
which they pafled, were adorned in the moft ele- 
gant manner, with rich filks, pageants, and a 
variety of pompous fhews; and at night the city 
was illuminated in a very grand manner. But 
‘neither thefe, or others at the birth of a prince, 
in 1239, which rejoicings were no lefs extraordi- 

| nary, 
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A.D. naty; for mufic and dancings filled the ftreets by 
ica day ; and their illuminations were very brilliant: 

by night; could engage the king’s affections. ; 

. Cardinal In the year 1237, about the end of Fune, Car-) 

Orho’s de- 

cree, inal Otho, fent legate by the pope into Englands. 
at the king’s inftance, arrived at London, which 
ereatly difeutted the barons; who: charged; his* 
majefty with inconftancy in his counfels, with a=: 
ing by the advice of a cabal; with revoking his» 
grants, a and with a breach of faith. Osho held a‘ 
council on the oétave of St. Martin, in St. Pauls? 

cathedral, London. At the meeting of which,” 
the legate obtained a guard of 200 men, planted’ 
ist about the church, to defend him againft- 

-thofe: clergy who were pluralifts, or illegitimate ; | 

: ftom whom he was’ made’ to expect rough treat=* 
ment, in cafe he fhould proceed againft them with’ 

feverity. In this council, amongft other decrees’ 

about ecclefiaftical. matters, ic was ordained, That 

all candidates for orders fhould pafs a proper tefts: 

and none enter into the facerdotal funétion, who’ 

lie under any blemifh or defect with refpect to’ 

their birth, learning or morals. The 22d canon ~ 
‘ puts bifhops in mind of their duty and character 5 
: and in particular exhorts them to refidence at their 
cathedrals, and to preach, &c. 10 

Difgrace The citizens of London next year were witnefles” 

oF ne ic, Of a great indignity fhewn towards the Ononians; 
A.p, whowere obliged to walk in a body from Cheap- 

. 1238. fideto Durbam-boufe, in the Strand; and there in 

bal ‘a fubimiffive manner, barefoot, difrobed of their 
upper habit, and uncovered, to afk the pope’s 
legate’s 
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Iepate’s pardon, for a fray i in their univerfity ; in me z, 
which the legate’s brother, the clerk of his or 
kitchen, Hah pendd to be killed, by an ‘arrow fhot 
by a welch clergyman. 

The king’s diflike to the city appeated now King dif- 
thore and more: for he granted a mandamus to an 
chufe Symond Fitz-Mary a fheriff; and not only 
degraded William Foyner, the new mayor, for not 
obeying that mandamus, but commarided the citi- 
zens to proceed to a new election of a chief ria- 
giftrate. They obeyed, and chofe Gerard Ratt; 
in whofe mayoralty Henry pretended to be recon- 
ciléd to the city, in order to get them to fwear 
fealty to his new born fon Edward, in the year 
1240. And at the fame time his majefty expend- Tower of 
ed 12,000 marks in additional fortifications to the ad Bel 
tower of London. This was done to over-awe 
the citizens, and to make them more readily fub- 
mit to his exactions; ahd confifted of a ftone 
gate, bulwark, &c. at the weft entrance or fide. 

He commanded many other things to be done to 
preferve the old works, efpecially gutters to con- 
vey off the rain water, and good and deep alures, 
of good and ftrong timber, and to be well leaded 
all over; to whiten the chapel of Sv. Fobn in the 
faid tower; and to whiten the outfide of the old 
wall of the fquare tower: from which time it was — 
called the White Tower. He alfo began a ditch 
round the bulwark called the Lion’s Tower, built 
by King Henry I. to lodge foreign animals, which 
had been prefented to him by the Emperor Fre- 

Vor.-1. L derics 
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ola deric, in the year 123g. But this ditch was not — 
424° Enithed till the reign of King Edwardl 
aes This fame year is alfo remarkable for the con- 
~ fecration of Sf. Paul’s cathedral, in Odfober, by 
Roger bifhop of London, which had been rebuild- — 
ing from the time of bithop Mauricius, who began 
this work under William the Conqueror. 

Batchofin In the year 1241, Bait being thought a fa- 
jested by Vourite of the king, was rechofen mayor. But 
tacking when prefented to him at Woodftock for accept- | 
1241. ance, Batt was rejected, on an information that — 

he had extorted money from bakers, brewers, 
victuallers, &c. So that the citizens were ob- 
liged to proceed to a new election of a mayor oat 

| when their choice fell upon Roger de Bargay, or 

ube of, fhe Raynold Bongay, as in fome records. But they 
down, had the fatisfaction this year, to fee the new 
apartments in the tower fall down; which, it had © 
been: faid, were intended as fo many prifons, for \ 

thofe Lendoners as dared to repine at their ill treat- 

ment by the court, and contend for their juft 

rights and liberties. | | | 
Greatfood The Thames, in’ the year 1242, overflowed its 
) ae: banks at Lambeth, and laid the land under-water | 
for fix miles, and did great damage. — 3 

King de. | The king paying a vifit to his foreign domini- 
reat Ioan; O88 demanded -a very large loan of the city, | 
which was exaéted upon the citizens at the difcre- 

tion of his officers. Yet, as if they grew more 

affectionate by oppreffion, the Londoners at his 

return received him ina moft pompous manner, 

and prefented him with gifts of great value. 

Peieas ¥' 


* 


Lonpon, WESTMINSTER, &e. 147 


The fame regard was fhewn to Beatrix the queen’s 4. D. 
mother, and her daughter Ciacia, bride to Richard me 
the king’s brother; at whofe wedding-dinner, {ays 
Matthew Paris, were 30000 difhes. 

Walter Buckerel, who had been banifhed twenty pi iting 
years, and received the King’s pardon long before 
his return, having been permitted to refide in Lon- 

_ don, the king made a handle of it to fqueeze out 
of the citizens 1500 marks; pretending that the 
pardon, being granted in his minority, was not 
valid. And though his majefty, before his next 
vifit abroad, came to St. Paul’s, and gracioufly bid 
the citizens adieu, he made them pay dear for 
this condefcenfion at his return next year, A. D. 
41245, when he made a frefh demand of 1000 f D.. 
marks; and foon after feized upon the city liber~ 50.43, 


rooomarks 


ties, and degraded the magiftrates for giving falfe City tbe 
jadgment againft Margaret Veil, a poor widow. ties feized. 
On which occafion his majefty appointed William 
Haverel and Edward of Wefminfter, cuftodes. «In 
this fame year is dated the purchafe of Qucenbithe Queenhithe 
from the king’s brother, Richard earl of Cornwall, * Nea 
by the mayor and commonalty of London, on con-~ 
dition of paying to the faid earl, his heirs and 
fucceffors for ever, a quit-rent of sol. per annum: 
which purchafe was confirmed by a charter from : 
King Henry Il. which, having recited the faid 
covenant, concludes, ‘* We therefore, allowing 
** and approving the faid covenant, do, for us 
“and our heirs, grant and confirm the fame. 
** Witnels, &c,” Dated 26 Feb. an. reg. 21. 

| Pa Sv) for 
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A.D. for which record | the citizens paid fifteen cafks of 
1745° wine. 


Parlia- | The pope alfo continued his xiao till the’ ; 


ment’s let- 


ters tothe Parliament, which met in 1247, took them into 


pope, du confideration, and fent letters, fealed with the feal 


ed wit 


city feal. Of the city of London, on that occafion, to the pope 


2) and his ‘conclave. fe 
The fame year, on the 13th of ebay: Luonilen | 
Earth. 20d parts adjacent were tp peer ke hp a 


quake. __ terrible earthquake. 


Henry’s continual extravagancies detained this 4 
parliament to grant no more aid-for fuch purpofes. 
He then diffolved them, and was mean enough 


to think of felling or pawning the crown jewels, 


&c. and being told that he might difpofe of them 


Riches of in London, bin majefty replied, ‘* That the clown- 
London. «eth Londoners, who call themfelves barons, and 


- abound in all things, are an immenfe treafure 


cas 


“* opinion, if the treafure of duguftus Cafar were 


: a] 


However he took another method with them? 
Toth He granted an annual fair to be held at Tothill, 
ms Weftminfter, with an injunétion to the citizens ‘of 
London to carry on no commerce, during the time 


of that fair, either within or without doors. To 


fupprefs or recall which grant, he brought the 
Londoners to pay him a large fam without any 


Extortions Value for it. _ And his tyranny towards them in 
particular came to fuch a pitch, that in Chrifimas, 


A.D, 1249, his majefty came and lived upon them, 
1249. begged large new-year’s-gifts of them, and, after 
his 


© to be fold, the city of London could purchafe it.” 


“of themfelves; and further, that it was his 
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his removal from thence, he compelled them to A. D. 
pay 20001. and encouraged his fervants to take ‘749° 
goods out of the citizens fhops by force. 

When it grew fo evident that there was no end Citizens 
of Henry’s tyranny; and that neither honour, juf- “4@"- 
tice, confcience, religion, nor their dear-bought 
liberties, confirmed and {worn to, were able to 
prevent their being treated as the worft of flaves, 
many of the moft eminent citizens withdrew from 
_ bufinefs into the country. But the city being the King’s dir 
- hopes of all his aid in the time of dives tig marae 
king, alarmed at a refolution, which might at 


‘length depopulate that refource, had recourfe to 


diffimulation, A.D. 1250. ordered the city ma- a. 
giftrates to attend him at Weftminfter, and there, 125° 
in the prefence of his nobility, promifed never more 
to opprefs the citizens. 

This appeafed the fears of the citizens, and kept tralian ufu- 
them in the city. But the king only fought an ‘es Pro! 


cuted. 
opportunity to ftrike a more intolerable.blow, and 


to fpoil them more. He began, in 1251, with A.D. 


the /talian ufurers, who, under the name of being 175" 
the pope’s merchants, had carried on a long lucra- 

tive and illicit trade of ufury with impunity. Henry — 
ordered profecutions againft them: fome were 


imprifoned; others took fanctuary. But they were 


at laft permitted to'refume their deftructive com- 
merce, upon paying a confiderable fum to the 


_ king. 


* 


His majefty then, having fummoned the citi- Extortions 
zens by proclamation to Weftminfter, propofed to 
them the undertaking of the boly war, and then 
L 3 fined 
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A.D. fined them in twenty marks of gold, or 200 in 
Na filver, becaufe they all, but three, declined ig] 
4.d. per day And, as a further mortification, he obliged them. : 
for the 
King’s to keep all the fhops in the city fhut, to g0 to the 
bear. fair at Tothill in the dead of winter; and to pay 
4d. a day for the maintenance of his white bear 
and its keeper in the tower of London, 4 
City pays Next year his majefty fecretly ordered his dome- 
Teoomarks Picks to breed a quarrel with the young citizens 
in their diverfions at the Quintin; and compelled 
the city to make fatisfaction with a purfe of 1000 
marks, And then ordered the fheriffs to diftrain | 
the citizens by a writ of exchequer for the ee ay" 
gold. | : 
Sherifs to The king’s precepts defcended fo low as a 
pay for « command the fheriffs of London to provide a muz-— 
aN he zie, an iron chain, and a cord, for the king’s | 
“white bear; and to build a ftall, and to provide’ 
-neceffaries for the elephant and his pad in the 
tower of London. 
‘About the fame time a difference arifing between 
Richard the king’s brother and the Londoners con- 
cerning the exchange of certain lands, Richard, 
to be revenged, accufed the mayor of collufive | 
dealings with bakers in the weight of bread, 
City liber- For which the king feized upon the city liberties, 
ties feiaed, depofed the mayor, and appointed a cuftos, who 
Pays r100 continued till the city had paid 600 marks to 
inarks. Richard, and 509 marks t to the king, for the 
following charter. 
ad charteras uc Pies DY the grace of God, ‘Sc. greeting. 
Dh Know ye, that we have granted, for us and our — 
€¢ heirs, 


Co 
wn 


Cal 
an 


a 
Lal 


ce 
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heirs, and confirmed it by this our prefent Pet D. 
charter, That our mayor and citizens of London 1 inerties 
may have and hold all their liberties anc free confirmed, 


-cuftoms, which they had in the time of King 


Henry our grandfather, and which they had by 
charters of our anceftors kings of England, as 

they more freely and better had the fame, and 

they moft freely and fully have and ufe the fame 

for éver. Alfo we have granted to the faid Mayor, 
citizens, that every mayor whom they fhall aaa 
chufe in our city of London (we being not at 


Weftminfier) they may yearly prefent to the 


barons of Our exchequer, that he may be ad- 

mitted by them as mayor; fo notwithfltanding, 

at the next coming of us or our heirs to We?- 

minfter or London, he be prefented to us or 6ur 

heirs, and fo admitted mayor. And we will 71. for the 
and command, for us and our heirs, that out a. eee 
of the farm of our city of London there be al- 

lowed to our fheriff of the faid city yearly, in 

his faid account, 71. at our exchequer, for the 

liberty of St. Paul's, London. And that our Londoners 
faid citizens, throughout all our dominions, elie aie 
as well on this fide the fea as beyond, be quit 

of all toll and cuftom for ever, as in the char- - 

ters of the aforefaid kings is granted. And we 

forbid, upon our forfeiture, that none prefume 
henceforth to vex or difquiet the faid citizens, 
contrary to this liberty and our grant. Wit- 

hefs, &c.” 

A.D. 1254, the mayor and fheriffs were com- Mayor 


mitted to the Mar/balfea, for the arrears of the aid On - 


tothe Mar- 


L A . eranted fhalfeas 
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A.D. granted towards the king’s voyage into Cafes, 
ae till they were paid. 


Perfo to Notwithftanding thefe enprefiona He the 
ete king, next year, returned from Ga/coigny, the 
Londoners congratulated him upon his fafe arrival, — 


and prefented him with rool. as ufual on fuch 
occafions, But his majefty {aid that was his right, 
and if they would merit his thanks, they muft 


- Another give him fomething of ereater value; which {peech ‘ 
produced a prefent of a valyable piece of Bae 


extorted. 


of curious workmanfhip. 


About this time the bifhop of Lone having 


leave from the fheriffs to fecure one Yohn Gale, 


or Offrem, clerk, committed for the murder of a 


prior, a relation of the queen’s, provided the bifhop 
would order a proper guard to take charge of him, 
which guard having fuffered the prifoner to efcape; 
the king, notwithftanding the city magiftrates 


and fheriffs proved their innocence, ordered the — 


fheriffs to be imprifoned a month in the towers 


gooomaiks and demanded 3000 marks of the city to expiate 
their pretended crime; degraded the fheriffs, and 


extor ted, 


“imprifoned feveral principal citizens, becaufe they 


A.D, did not pay the fine down, And in 1256 he des 
1250. manded and obliged the city to ae a wees of 


O0O , 
hots, ne 3000 marks more, 


City liber- In this fame year he again feized He city libens i 


ties feized. 


_ a tax called the gueen’s gold, and made them pay 


Pays4oo 400 marks for their redemption: and further the 
marks, 


a 


ties, becaufe fome of the citizens refufed to pay — 


king ordered, that neither the mayor nor fheriffs | 
elect fhoyl ld be admitted to their offices, till the 


<t 
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city had difcharged a debt of 5001. due to Luke A. p- | 
1256. 
de Luca and Co. and then there was a tallage of Gaotichs 
00 marks exacted from the citizens. more. 
In the year. following, A.D. 1257, we meet A. D. 
with an extraordinary narrative of a faét, that p27’ 


gave the court a great handle to exercife their ovlh the 
P onaoners. 
power upon the city; but it is related with very 
wide difference by divers authors. It was the 
affair of a roll of accufations, againft certain city 
“magiftrates, found at Windfor, during the king’s 
refidence in that caftle. Fabian relates this to be 
a roll of fictitious crimes, and an unjuftifiable arti- 
fice to opprefs the Londoners, and that by means 
hereof the king fqueezed large {ums from the par- 
ties accufed. But Maywood and others reprefent 
that roll, which they fay was found in the king’s 
wardrobe at Windfar, fealed with green wax, to 
have been fecretly dropt there by fome difcontented 
citizens, oppreffed by their magiftrates: in which 
were. contained many articles againft the mayor 
and his counfellors, who had oppreffed their fel- 
low-citizens with tallages and other ways. Where- 
_ upon the king, to come at the truth, commanded 
Fobn Manfel, one of his chief juftices, to fummon 
a folkmote at St. Paul’s Crofs.. Before whom the 
faid Manjel read the faid roll; adding, that his. 
majefty would not fuffer his city to be aggrieved, 
and that he defired to know, who thofe rich men 
were, that had been favoured in collecting the 
tallaze; and who, among the poor, that had been 
_opprefied ; and whether the mayor and his coun- 
- fellars had applied any part of the tallages to their 
own 


ee . ies 
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“757 their wardmotes, and that there the men of every 
ward fhould, in the abfence of the aldermen, ele 
thirty-fix men before that time talliated; and that 
all thefe fhould on fuch a day appear about oné 
of the clock at St, Paul's, before him and others 
of the king’s council. They were chofen and ap- 
peared accordingly. But when Man/el commanded 
them to make enquiry, and certify upon oath, 
concerning the faid articles of complaint, they re- 
fufed ; alledpitg that, according to the laws of the 
city, they ought not to be compelled to inquire 
any thing upon oath, except in cafes where life 
and wehibels and title of land, were concerned. 
Neither could the king’s council by any argument 
prevail with them to make the inquifition, = 

However the court determined to try an expe- 
dient to prevail with the citizens to affent to the 
oath propofed againft their liberties. The king 
fent Michael Tony and Adam de Pafinger to fammon 
the citizens at Gai/dball, and in his name to affure 
the mayor and the people there affembled, that 
he did promife to preferve all their liberties entire: 
but that, for the amendment of the city, it was” 
his royal will, that an enquiry fhould be made 
upon oath concerning the complaints aforefaid, F 
fo that none might fall under his royal difpleafure, | 
and the punifiment of the laws, but the guilty on- 
ly; and that they might fuffer without any damage 
to the public or commonalty. And thefe orators 
were feconded fo effectually by Man/el and others, 
that the people, not confidering the aa 

; “Ore 


A.D. own ufe. He then ordered the aldermen to 7 
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of fach a confent, cried out yea, yea. Upon 
which Man/el immediately feized the city into the 

king’s hands; removed the mayor and chamber- + 

lain from their offices, before conviction; delivered 

the cuftody of the city to the conftable of the 

‘tower ; appointed new fheriffs; and, having fealed 

up the tallage rolls, left them in the hands of the 

chamberlain, to be forth-coming upon his majefty’s 

command, ete | 
Now the inguifition began by the thirty- fx Inquifition ~ 

jurats of each ward; who, having finifhed their "°°" 
interrogatories . and anfwers, together with the 
mayor, sheriffs, and aldermen, attend his majefty 
at Wefiminfter; where all the aldermen .were called 
by name, and four men of every ward appeared 
before the barons of the exchequer and’ other com-_ 
miffioners; and Manfel informed Nicholas Batt, 
then mayor, and feveral others, that the king had 
refolved to profecute them for the oppreffions and 
injuries done by them to the men of his city. 
And, having caufed a part of the faid inquifition 
to be read, Man/el concluded, ‘* that the city Accufation 
é* was opprefied and deftroyed by them and their 
“ councils,” efpecially in changing the mamner 
of making the tallage; becaufe the laft roll there- 
of had not been read, as ufual, before all the 
- people, properly fummoned ; and that the mayor 
and his council had altered the roll at their plea- 
fure, to fkreen fome people and to burthen others. 

The accufed pleaded a difcontinuance of the Defence of 
cuftom of reading the tallage-roll in Guildball for PAG a 
tem years: and flatly denied the poflibility of their 

4 corrupting 
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4 


A.D, corrupting ‘or :fal lfifying the faid roll; becaufe it. 


*°57* “was made out by men chofen by the whole com- 
munity, and fworn to do juftice, and then fealed 
with the common feal of the city. Therefore they 
offered to put themfelves upon trial i the laws | 
and cuftoms of the city. econ 

Ulegal This offer was not fatisfactory. Manfel die not | 
aes like a city jury in fuch a caufe.- Therefore the ‘ 
affair was next morning laid before the king in — 


council; where Ralph Hardel and Nicholas Batt : 
threw tharttbheee upon the king’s mercy, with a — 
falvoto the liberties of themfelves and their fellow- 
citizens. Then the king commanded the other fix, 
accufed of mal- -pragtices, to be profecuted for. giv- 
ing bad counfel to the mayor Batt; by. which chore 
had been unjuft taliages made, and weights and 
meafures had been altered: without the confent cle 
the king. However thefe. fix perfifted” in. their 
innocency; alledged that the weights and meafures” 
had been managed for the public good, and de- 
fired to be tried by twelve men of their city before — 
the king, according to their laws and cuftoms. a 
Abate efbaeripieal the court more: and the | 
king had recourfe to another expedient ; fo to | 
manage the people at a folkmote, as to gain their ’ 
aeaiak of any fuch cuftorn. The folkmote met next _ 
day, with fuch a mixed appearance of ftrangers, 
non-freemen, and fervants, without any aldermen; 
that the accufed aldermen, giving all up for loft 
‘in fuch a mob, departed from their refolution of — 
abiding by the rights of the city, and defired they 
— might we tried by whom the king pleafed. Bur 
;  Manfél, 


ee ae 
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Manfel, obtaining the folkmote’s approbation of the A. D., 
king’s proceedings, commanded the accufed to 
appear before the king in perfon, on the next day, 
in Weftminfter-ball, where the king did fit in perfon 
as judge in this caufe, and eyinrmatided Henry de Sentence. 
Batton, chief juttice, to pafs fentence of degrada- 
tion on the accufed aldermen, and to declare that 
they were difmified from their bailiwicks, and lay 
at the king’s mercy, fo as never tobe reftored to 
their offices, without the royal permiffion: but 
that his majefty gave them leave to return home. 
Yet after a long fcrutiny into the chamberlain’s 
accounts, &c. made daily before Man/el, Sc. no- 
thing was found of complaint, that might juftly 
be laid to the charge, of the parties accufed. : 
Wherefore the king, to put an end to all thefe Revoked. 
troubles, commanded a folkmote to attend him at — 
St. Pauls Crofs, on the day before St. Leonard, 
in the forty-third year of his reign, before whom, 
in the prefence of his council and of Fohn Manfel, 
he reftores Arnold Thedman to his royal favour, 
and to his bailiwick of an alderman; being certi- 
fied of his innocence in regard to the accufation 
Jaid againft him. 
At the fame time he sani the citizens 
with his intention to crofs the feas to his foreign 
dominions; promifed to preferve their rights and 
- liberties entire, and further he granted them cer- 
tain privileges, wiz. ‘* That, an the future, every Citizens to 
“© citizen fhould have liberty to plead his own Plead ther, 
own cautes 

‘¢ caufe, without being obliged to employ a law- 
*¢ yer, except in pleas that might concern the 

4 * Crown; 
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A.D. 
1257. 


Whence - 
this plot 
arofe, 


Folkmote 
what. 
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“ crown; that the wifdom of the court being cer- 


** tified of the truth of the affair without any colour= ; 


‘* ing, they might decree equal and juft meee 
** to the parties concerned,” 

_ Thus it appears, that this profecution is ‘not to. 
be afcribed to an artifice of the court; but to the 


difcontented part of the commonalty, who thought — 
themfelves aggrieved in the tallage, &c. The 
court, which on ether occafions fhewed fuch dif. 


like to the city, perhaps did profecute this dark — 


complaint with more acrimony than becomes the 


father of a people, when juftice calls him to pro- 


tect the innocent and punifh the guilty. But it 
does not appear that the king, after a ftriG in- 
quiry, did pervert juftice, to fatiate a defire of re- 
venge upon thofe he found innocent of the charge — 


hack againft them. And it ought to be a memo- 


rial and caution to the citizens, at all times, not 


to opprefs one another, nor, by civil diffentions 


and inteftine broils, to expofe their liberties and 


privileges to the mercy of the beft of kings. 


But, before we proceed, it may be ‘proper to. 
explain what is meant by folkmote and ballage, fo 


often repeated in this narrative. 


Folkmote was a general aflembly of the hese, ; 


or commonalty, in S. Paul's church-yard, to which 


they were called by the ringing of a certain great » 
bell in a tower erected near the eaft end of Sz. Paul’s 


church, ordered by the mayor and aldermen; 
which meeting of the people was deemed the 
fupreme affembly of the city, with power to impeach 


the magiftrates for mifgovernment, and finally to 


examine 
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examine and determine the liberties and cuftoms 
of the city by a majority of voices; and to do 
feveral other acts. 

Tallage (from the French word 1 tailer, to foare 
or cut out a part) implies a fhare or part of the 
value of any man’s goods or chattles, or revenue 


Tallage 
what. . 


of his lands taken for the king’s ufe, or for the - 


ufe of any lord. So that it was a general word, 


including all-fubfidies, taxes, tenths, fifteenths, 


impofitions or other burthens or charges put, or 
fet upon any man. And, when a tallage was 


sranted by the city, certain perfons were chofen 


(like the affeffors of the land-tax) by the whole 
commonalty at Gui/dball, and {worn to make.a 
juft roll, or book like that of our land-tax. This 
roll, being made out, was then to be read in the 
faid hall before all the people, to prevent partiality 
in the afleffors. After which, the people then af- 
fembled, and, having given their affent, the com- 
‘mon feal was affixed to the faid roll: and thus it 
became a law to oblige and bind the citizens ac-~ 
cording to the tenor thereof 

The city walls being decayed, Henry ee 
the citizens forthwith to repair the fame at a very 
great expence. And commanded Sir Hugh Bigot, 
an itinerant judge, to hold a court of itinerancy in 
London, contrary to its ancient rights and liberties. 
By which court many things were done, incom- 
patible with the franchifes and immunities of this 
ancient city; and divers bakers were fentenced to 
be expofed (like bawds) upon tumbrels or dung- 
Carts in the ftreets. And what ftill more added 
to 


Walls res 
paired. 


160 
A. D. 


History and SURVEY of — 


‘to the misfortunes of the Londoners this year, they 


pada fa- were vifited by a dreadful famine, occafioned by 


mmn€. 


Firft Gold 


Coin. 


Londoners 
join with 
the parlia- 
ment for 
redrefs of 
grievances. 


too much wet; fo that the poor wete reduced to” 


the neceffity of eating dead dogs and other carrion, 
+. ee 
Toy 7 


and even the wah given to fwine. 

This year ‘is alfo remarkable for the firft coin 
of pure gold in this kingdom; which was a penny, 
weighing two fterlings, and coined in London. - 


| 


a 
4 


The oppreffive meafures of the court were not _ 
confined to Loudon. The whole nation felt their’ 


burdens; and they became the fubjeét of a parlia~ 
mentary inquiry, which met at Oxford i in the year’ | 


1258, and came to certain vigorous refolutions — 
to prevent the like for the future. And, the king © 
and the prince being obliged to fign and confirm 
the conftitutions ave provifions, this parliament 
had made, for afcertaining the rights of the people, 


they fent them by divers commiffioners to Lendon, — 


to exhibit the fame confirmed at Oxford, and to’ 
demand whether they-would adhere to and faith-' | 
fully obferve the faid ftatutes, and a& vigoroufly 
in defence thereof, againft all thofe that fhould: 


attempt to violate the fame, by giving their utmoft 


affiftance to the barons when coats fhould offer. 
To which the citizens .unanimoufly affented; and 
not only obliged themfelves. by written covenant — 
under their common feal, but likewife fwore to 
maintain and defend the fame againft all infringers 


\ 


whomfoever; well knowing that thofe provifions 


were calculated for the benefit of the whole king- 


dom, by reftraining the king from impofing upon — 


his people in general, and upon themfelves in 


particular. B Thefe 
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Thefe conftitutions thus fettled, the king’s pur- A. D. 
veyor’s were obliged to pay ready money for all ed 
things in London ;,except two tons of wine, at 
two. pounds per ton, the king had out of every 
fhip. | 

The collectors of the money for repairing the Embezzle- 


tof the 
city walls, were detected and convicted of great pve: fateh 


frauds and embezzlements, by the. citizens: but overlooked 


they found means to obtain pardon, by the inter- 
ceffion of Man/ell, backed with a round fum of 
money. 

A: D. 12 59s the city ms London Sa mag- Great re» 
nificent rejoicings at the public entry, made by the ee 
king and Richard his brother, who. foon- after ob- 
tained of the king a confirmation of the privi- 
leges of the Anfeaticcompany. | sap 

‘There now feemed to bea good harmony fe Kitg vifits 
tween the. city. and.court; and the king, on the Laiec’ 
6th. of November, intending to vifit his foreign 
dominions, commanded a ” follkmote to affemble, 
and. therein took: his. leave of the citizens, and 
promifed to maintain all their rights and privi- 
leges ; and RriGtly. enjoined the mayor to pre- 
ferve the peace of the city during his abfence: 
which was a very neceffary Agron Sradbaaies 
time; for; before his majefty’s return, the perfo- 
tal quarrel between Prince Edward and the Duke 
of Glocefter began, who both attempted to lodge 
in the city with their armed and numerous re- Cndatiet 
tinues, to fupport their oppofite interefts in par- in the 
liament, furmmoned upon that occafion to meet pbb net 


tween 


at Weftminfier.. The mayor, therefore, applied Prince B4- 


ward and 
You I I. M “to the Duke of 
Glocefter, 
4 


bre 
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A.D. to the regency for advice how to aé in fuch ar 

299° entergency. Who forbid the mayor to admit ei- | 

ther party into the city: and ordered him to arnt 

all the citizens above the age of 15, to be ready 

to act, as required. Which, with an armed 

force detached into the city by the regency, at the” 

fame time, preferved the peace. The king ar-_ 

riving in the mean time, took up his refidence at 

the bifhop of London’s palace; ordered the prince 

to refide at Weftminfter, and the earl in London. | 

Uneafy under the reftrictions of the Oxford 

conftitutions, his majefty was refolved to breaks 

with the barons, provided he could fecure the 

A.D. Londoners to his intereft. Therefore, in the year 

Aah ce BBO commanding a folkmote to meet him in St. 

held by the Paul’s church-yard, on the Sunday before Valen- 

king 

perion. _ tine’s-day, he ordered, that all males of 12 years 

old, and upwards, fhould next day be fworn to 

be faithful to the king and his heirs and that the 

_ mayor fhould provide a fufficient number of arm- 

City wall, ed men forthe defence of the city. His majefty 

Sr. repait~ renewed thefe precautions next year ; and com- 

A.D. manded the city wall to be finifhed with expedi- 

"tion: he repaired the decayed fortifications of the 

tower of London; and having {worn the citizens 

King or- a third time to be true and faithful, he command- 

oe aie ed the city to be ftrongly — ouarded, and caufed 

earns proclamation, That whoever Wout enter into his 
fervice, fhould be maintained at his expence. _ 

Difpute But when the king thought himfelf fecure of 

Micon the Londoners, in cafe he fhould rear his ftandard 

hah againtt the barons, the conftable of the tower, by 

yale mif- 
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a miftimed feizure, or floppage of certain veffels A. D- 
loaded with corn, and fixing his price upon it, ee 
contrary to the exprefs right and privilege of the 

city, greatly irritated the citizens. However, 

chief juftice Bafer, upon a fair hearing of both 
parties, fettled this affair to both their fatisfaction, settled, 
decreeing, That the conftable of the tower and 

his officers fhould, for the future, come to the»... o¢ 
public market inthe city to buy corn for the king, corn paid 
or the inhabitants of the tower; where he fhould een 
be fupplied with wheat or any other grain, at 

two pence the quarter cheaper,- than the common 

price fixed by the mayor. 

On the gth of November following, a Few, Jews mat- 
who had wounded a Chriftian, in Be churek of fcred. 
St. Mary Cole, at the corner of the Old Fewry, 
was purfued by the populace, and killed in his 
own houfe. In which misfortune were many 
other Fews involved, being killed and robbed by 
an enraged mob, 

‘In the year 1262, was decided a great batt City's 
Ae cen the Londoners and the abbot of Weftmin- pines -. 
Ster, concerning the city’s right to diftrain in We/- eka 
minfier;: when it was determined by a verdict of A.D. 
twelve knights of the county of Méddlefem, that ©3129 
the fheriffs of Lowden had a right to enter the 
town of We efiminfier, even tothe pates of the ab- 

‘bey; to enter all houfes belonging to the faid ab- 
bot, and to fummon and ahatvall all and every 
Ais tenants for default of appearing. 

“Prince Edward, in the year 1263, broke open The Tem- 

the ‘treafury in the moHattery of the knights tem- waa 
M 2 plars, 


©. 


| 
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a oe plats, and took from thence 1000]. depofited — 
3° there by the citizens... The robbing of this facred — 
depofitory fo enraged the Londoners, that they in; | 
ftantly ran to. arms, affaulted and plundered the 
houfe of Lord-Gray,.and the houfes of othes — 
courtiers; and it immediately difpofed them. to 
take part with the barons, affembled in their neigh- 
bourhood, and publicly declaring both againft the 
king and the prince, for violating the conftitutions 
of Oxford. | ~stetwel on calle : 
ies The barons, fupported by a great army, erect- 
ur? ed their ftandard againft the violaters of the Ox- 
ford conftitutions 5 and having. commenced hofti- 
lities by deftroying the eftates and plundering.the 
houfes of ftrangers, in the intereft of the; king and 
Call upon prince, called upon the citizens to perform their 


the Len~ gah to affift them in the recovery of their juft 
| tights, and the re-eftablifhment of the provifions 
made at, Oxford. - 4p tainly 4 a 


Londoners _ Their letter was fent to the mayor, and. citizens 
Iai i Gf London, under the feal of Simon de Mounifort, 
earl of Leicefter, their general 5 which Thomas 
Fitz-Thomasy the. mayor, carried to his majefty, 

. then retired for fafety to the. tower of London. 
Behaviour The king urged the mayor to give him his opi- 
ee _nion. in regard to the fentiments.of the city on 
this immergent occafion; who, not being pe p 

mitted to, confult his brethren, boldly Be ot 

ie false Hike Mie with his. brethren the aldermen and 
lute an- “¢e commonalty of the city, of London, ad fre- 


7 
» fwer. (raat 


Oe Le hit me 


«¢ quently, by his.command, been, fworn. to obey 


: «© all fach aéts and ordinances. as had been ma ‘ 
’ ae 5 hy 1) ha, + wihe 
ee eee 


ch 
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«to the honour of God, the intereft of theking; 4: D. 
‘© and good of the kingdom: which oaths they gia 
“ thought themfelves obliged in confcience’ to 
“keep: and that to prevent any further mifun- 
s¢ derftanding between him and his nobility, on 
«© account of foreigners refiding in London, they 
s¢ had taken a refolution to expel all aliens out of 
s¢ the city? The king made no reply; .but 
feemed indifferent. The mayor returned, and 
reported the whole tranfaction to the barons. 
This made it neceflary to confult the fecurity of City put 
the city. A ftrong guard was kept by day; and pecan yh 
a patrol of horfe and foot by night: but'a parcel !n¢* 

of thieves taking the advantage of the confufion, 

robbed many houfes, under a pretence of fearch- 

ing for ftrangers. Which brought on the infti- 
tution of the city watch, to be appointed in every City witel 
ward, to prevent night robberies and houfe-break- miner 
ing. And at laft the Londoners admitted the ba- 

rons into their city. 

The king, who had nothing to expect from The king. 
the Londoners, and defpairing of reinforcement Gates mar. 
from his fon, who was not in a condition to op- FS @P 
pofe the barons, propofed an accommodation, and , 
agreed once more to obferve the conftitutions of 
Oxford. Which being accepted by the barons, a. p. 
his majefty moved to Weftminfter, and by, a mel- 1264. 
fage, enjoined the mayor and, citizens..of London 
to preferve the peace, under pain of his difplea- 
fure.. But as this accommodation had been drawn 
up and agreed upon ina hurry, the baronssunder- Conditions 
took to obtain his majefty’s charter to confirm for Londoms 

M 3 their 
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A.D. their ancient privileges, and to grant fuch others - 
1203: as they fhould judge would be of fervice to the 
Henry's city. In which they were greatly deceived. For, | 
_ difinnula- as Henry. never intended any more by that accom- 
modation, than to gain time to ftrengthen his 
hands, and to divide, and draw the oppofition of 
War re- fome of the barons to his party, he renewed the 
rei war, and Leicefter was obliged to throw himfelf 
upon the city, who opened their gates to him, 
and joined and marched with him to give the 
ts king battle in Lambeth-fields: where, to avoid the 
of the K. fhedding of Englith blood, it was agreed to fubmit — 
of France. their grievances to the arbitration of Lewis ma 
of France. 
Maffacre While they waited for the French Jens 
gl award, the city was difturbed, in holy week, by a 
maffacre of the Fews: one of whom being accuf-_ 
-ed of taking more than legal intereft for a pawn, 
the populace maffacred 500 of them, and robbed 
and deftroyed their houfes. 
Fictich The award of the French king releafed Henry 
porn from the conftitutions of Oxford, and reftored him 
‘Diflatisface to his former power. The barons accufed the 
sory to the French king of partiality, and had recourfe to 
arms; in which refolution they again involved. 
Riot. the Londoners ; who, poffeffed with a jealoufy that 
divers of the aldermen and chief citizens favour- 
ed the king’s intereft, the populace ufurped the 
government of the city, rechofe Fitz-Thomas for 
mayor, and engaged to fly to arms at the tolling 
of St. Paul’s great bell, and to march wherever 
their officers fhould lead them. They were joined 
by 


/ 
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by the conftable of the tower and his regular A.D. 
forces, and marching to Tleworth, deftroyed the aeee: 
ftately palace of the king of the Romans : thence 
returning through Weftminfter, they alfodeftroyed 

the king’s fummer houfe in that neighbourhood, 

After this, joining Leicefer, they marched under 

his banner to give the king battle. But his ma- 

jetty retreated into Kent, and engaged the cinque The port 
ports to block up the Zdames, to prevent provi- eeechel ; 
fions, &c. entering the port of London. 

The city, during thefe diftractions, was plun- City plun- 
dered by a party that appeared for the king. By wth 
which many eminent citizens, efpecially the [tahan 
ufurers, were affaulted and robbed. 

Leicefter muftered all his force, and, fupported 
by a great body of Lendoners, marched in fearch 
of the king. | He encamped at Flexinwith, in 
Suffex, within fix miles of the royal army; and 
propofed an accommodation. But the king re- 
jected his propofals with indignation. This Thebarons 
brought on an action; in which the Londoners, aac: 
raw and undifciplined, were put to flight. Prince f#e¢-_ 
Edward made a terrible flaughter in the purfuit. 

However, this purfuit by the prince, loft both King, &c. 
the king, his uncle Richard, and himfelf, their Bane e 
_ diberty ; and_ was the occafion of the entire de- 
ftruétion of the royal army, by Leicefer, 

To this event it is generally attributed, that 
we owe the prefent conftitution of the houfe of 
commons. For, by the plan of government 
now (A. D. 1264) introduced, it was agreed, 
that every county and town fhould fend deputies 
- to reprefent them in parliament. | 
. M 4 Leicefter 


eee: om 
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A.D. — Leicefer foon difgufted his party by ufurping 
1205- the whole government into his own. hands, 
Citydivet- This ftrengthened the king’s party, and Prince 
iiberties by Edward having efcaped from his guard, march- 
anackof 8G againtt him, and had the good Pouce to kill © 
paruament 
that ee and one of his fons, in the field of battle. - 
The king, having routed the barons, fummon- 
ed a parliament at Wéftminfter, about Chrifimas, fo 
much in his intereft, that they enacted, That 
‘¢ the city of London, for its late rebellion, fhould 
be divefted of its liberties, its pofts and chains 
_ ¢ taken away, and its principal citizens imprifon- 
«ed, and left to the mercy of the king.” And 
it was given out, that Henry, then at Windsor, at 
the head of a potent army, was determined to — 
_ fall upon, and deftroy London: _ Therefore, not- 
City’s fub- withftanding fome of: the citizens were for de- 
ee fending themfelves at all events, it was. refolved 
to fubmit to his majefty’s mercy. An inftrument 
| Mayor,&e. in writing, under the city feal, was made out ac- 
gary ek cordingly : which, after ftrone application, was 
King, accepted. But their pofts and ahaiay the tokens 
of freedom, where removed and carried to the 
Yi treated. tower: and the mayor and 40 of the principal: 
inhabitants, were ordered under the king’s’ fafe- 
conduét, to confirm before the king the faid in- 
ftrament of fubmiffion, 

In confidence of this fafe- conduét, for ar 
days, for their coming and going in fafety, the 
mayor and the 4o principal men of the city. 
fepaired to Windfor, There they were com> 
mitted to the cuftody of the COnseule of the 
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ier! ; who confined Heine Jarge tower, where A. D. 
they had hard fare, and worfe lodging. 

Next evening they were all removed to lodgings 
affigned them, except Thomas Fitz-Thomas the 
mayor, Michael Tony, Stephen Buckerell, Thomas 
Pywelldon, and Fobn Fleet, who, notwithftanding 
their fafe conduct, were, as ringleaders of the Punith- 
late rebellion, delivered up to the prince, to be ein 
difpofed of at his pleafure: and they were accord- 
ingly keptin clofe prifon,- till they had paid fuch 
fums, as he thought fufficient for theirranfom. 

The king, having difcharged the city magi- Guardians 
ftrates, conftituted Humphrey de Bobun, Earl of Sar eS 
Hertford, Fobn de Bailiol, Roger de Leyburn, and 
Roger de Walerend, guardians of London, reciting 
in their writ, - Thats whereas the mayor, citi- 
<< zens, and whole community of .London, had 
s¢ fubmitted themfelves, both as ‘to their lives 
<¢ and limbs, together with their lands, tenements 
and eftates, to the king’s mercy, they were to © 
«« caufe proclamation to be made, that his peace 
fhould be kept inthe city’ and parts adjacent. 

«© Given at Windjor, the 6th of Ofober.” 

His majefty did alfo confifcate. the eftates Of pastesac. 
many principal citizens, and beftowed their houfes, comficated 
moveables, lands, and chattels, wherever found, — 
on his domeftics: took the fons of others, and 
confined them in the tower, as hoftages for their Holtages: 
parents good behaviour: detained Richard Bona- 
-wenture, Simon de, Hadiftock, William de Kent, and 
William de Glocefer, fome of the richeft of the 
prifoners at Windfor, till he had fleeced them Fines, 

abun- 


1265, 


Ranfom. 


Pardon, 
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abundantly; and releafed none of them without 
powerful interceffion. % 

_ It being impoffible to judge what would be the 
event of thefe meafures; the citizens, in their 
corporate capacity, willing to fave themfelves 
from entire ruin, applied to the king in the moft 
moving and humble manner, to know what he 
infifted on as an atonement for their paft offences. 
His, majefty at firft demanded 60,000 marks, 
But, mollified by proper reprefentations of the 
diftrefled condition, to which they, efpecially his 


. party, had been reduced by the late troubles, he 


mitigated his demands to the fum of 20,000 
marks, in full fatisfaction ; committed the govern- 
ment of the city and tower of London to Sir 
Fobn Linde, and Fobn Waldren, cl. by the.name 
of fenefchals, with 24 principal citizens under 
them; and granted them the following pardons 
under the bated feal : 

< Henry, by the grace of God, &c. erecting: 
¢ Know ye, that in confideration of 20,000 
‘¢ marks, paid to us by our citizens of London, 
‘© as an atonement for their great crimes and 
‘6, mifdemeanors committed againft us, our royal 
‘« confort*, our royal brother Richard, king of 
“the Beales and our dear fon Edward, That 


© This alludes tothe behaviour of the Londoners, who, in 
the year 1263, exafperated at the queen’s endeavours to pre- © 
vent the king’s agreement with the barons, aflembled on Loz- 
don-bridge, and pelted her with ftones and dirt, accompanitd 
with {currilous and opprobrious language, as fhe fhot the 
bridge, in her way from the tower of London to Windfor. | 
66 we é 


| 24 
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we have, and do by thefe prefents remit, for- an, 


give, and acquit, for us and our heirs, the 


citizens of Lendon and their heirs, of all crimes 
and trefpaffes whatfoever: and that the faid 


citizens, as formerly, fhall enjoy all their rights 


and liberties ; and that from Chrifimas laft, they 
fhall and may receive the rents and profits of 
all their lands and tenements whatfoever: and 
alfo that the faid citizens fhall have all the goods 
and chattels of fuch criminals, as have or fhall 


be indicted on account of the late rebellion 5 


except the goods and chattels of the perfons 
already mentioned, which we have given to 
our fon Edward; and alfo all the lands and 
tenements that fhall efcheat to us by reafon of 
the aforefaid rebellion, And we likewife grant, 
that all the citizens confined in our feveral pri- 


fons fhall be difcharged; except thofe given as 


pledges to our fon Edward for his prifoners, 
and thofe~citizens that are fled. In witnefs 
whereof we have made thefe letters patents. 
Witnefs ourfelf at Northampton, 10th of Fa- 
auary, inthe soth year of our reign.” 

In confequence of this, his majefly, next day, 


fiened a warrant to the ‘two fenefchals above- 
mentioned, to difcharge the prifoners not except- 
ed in the faid pardon. And _ foon after the fene- 
{chals were difmiffed, and the citizens were per- 
mitted to chufe William Fitz-Richard for their 
mayor, and Robert le Ford, and Gregory de Rackefly, 
theriffs. 


wy 
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The magiftracy and government of the city 


being thus fettled, they fet about raifing” the 


20,000 marks payable to the king for their par | 


don ; and for which they had given fecurity. ‘In 
which affeffment upon lodgers and fervants,” as 


well as houfe-holders, they met ‘with fo much i 


difficulty, that many chofe to be disfranchifed, 
rather than pay it. | 


This fterm was but juft blown over, wed 


there happened a difference between the magi- 
{trates and commonalty, concerning the election © 


of a mayor. At the folkmote, the aldermen and 
chief citizens declared for en Souche : - but the 


commons would chufe Thomas Fitz-Thomas, not 
yet releafed from his confinement at Windfor. | 


However Souche’s party, fupported by the court, 


carried their election by force, and committed : 


e? 


many of the other party to prifon. 


But their moft dangerous condition was in Ch: | 
cefler’s rebellion. Gilbert de Clare, Earl ‘of Glo- 


cefer, having raifed an army, under pretence of 
ferving the king againft France, but privately 
favouring the rebels in the ifle of Ely, ‘got leave 
of the regent to quarter a part of his Fotcks | in 
the city of London: where he foon difcovered his 


defigns: but more openly on the arrival of a 


{trong party of the’ rebels ‘in Southwark, from 
Ely. Wherefore, the magiftrates drew up their 
draw-bridge, and fhut their gates againtt them. 


E “mane Pe 


About this time, the king ordered that the 
keepers of the even gates of the crys fhould be 
paid three pence a day et 


* The? 


é 
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The earl took the keys from.the mayor, and gave en 
| 2 


them to fuch as he could truft.  Sothat the rebels 
had free _accefs into the city: and, when fome of 
the chief citizens withdrew, he feized upon their 
effects ; not failing to fortify the city with addi- 
tional works. Of all which the mayor gave the 
king an exact account, and did all in his power 
to preferve the peace. But fuch is the rage of a 


diffolute populace, encouraged by rebellion, that 
they were not to be curbed. They imprifoned . 


the. loyal aldermen, and divided their effects 
among them: they degraded the mayor and 
fheriffs,. and .chofe others : | releafed all perfons 
imprifoned on account of the late rebellion, and 
gave a full looie to every act of violence and op- 
preffion. . As. for Glocefter, he invefted the tower 
of London. But he met with fuch a ftout refift- 
ance from the pope’s legate and the Fews, who 
had _ retired thither for fecurity, that gave the 
king time to march from Cambridge to its relief, 
with a reinforcement of 30,000 Scos, raifed by 
his fon Edward... _ 


_. The king halted at Windfor with his army, and Glocettex 


fues tor 


{truck fuch a terror into the eatl of Glocefter, that peace. 


che fued for peace. But the king rejected his pro- 
pofals. with indignation, and accepted a challenge 
to give him battle on a certain day, upon Houn- 
flow-heath. Ylowever, the rebels did not appear 
at the time and place agreed on, Therefore the 
‘king marched towards London, and wheeling 
about to the eaft,. encamped with his whole army 
on the plains about Stratford ; from whence he in 

vain 
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vain) made feveral attempts to furprize the city 
by affault. As for'the earl, he fent out parties to” 
ravage the counties of Kent and Surry; and other 
banditti to deface Weftminfter Abbey, and to pillage 
it of its rich ornaments: four of whom being 
taken, and known to have left the Earl of Derby’s 
fervice, were, by his order, tied up in facks, and 
thrown into the Thames. 

The Earl of Glocefter, reduced to the aes 
extremity, did at laft make fuch offers of fub- 
miffion, that, with the intereft of the king of 
the Romans, they found acceptance with the king. 
And the Londoners were particularly included in 
this accommodation, But, though the king 
gtanted them a general pardon, he took this Op- 
portunity to make good an omiffion in his laft 
bargain with the citizens of Loudon, which was 
to pay his brother Richard 1000 marks for de- 
ftroying his palace at [fefworth, in Middlefex, in 
Leicefter’s rebellion. Befides, his majefty obliged 
the earl to raze all the additional Bitideatione’ he’ 
had made, and to level their ditches, 

The behaviour of the Londoners, upon ‘the 
whole, under their late circumftances, was look- 
ed upon in a very favourable light at court. “And 
therefore, the king granted them the following 
charter; that remitted all paft offences, confirm- 
ed their ancient privileges, except the choice of 
their magiftrates, and prohibited all beg 
of markets, under fevere penalties, 

“< Henry, by the grace of God, &c. orem 
‘“¢ Know ye, that we have granted to our citizens 

2 “OL 
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& of London, for us and our heirs, whom of late A. D. 


se 


s© your, after divers trefpafies and forfeitures of 


&¢ 


s* the which, both life and member, and all other 


‘things belonging to the faid city, they have 


we have received again into our grace and fa- 


them and their commonalty to us made; for 


fubmitted themfelves to our will, and that 


‘none of them bé compelled to plead out of the 


walls of the faid city, for any thing except fo- 
reign tenures, and except our moneyers and 
officers, and except thofe things which hall 
happen to be done againft our peace, which, 
according to our common law of our realm, are 
wont to be determined in the parts where thofe 
trefpafies were done; and except pleas con- 
cerning merchandizes, which are wont to be 


: determined according to the law-merchant in 
‘the boroughs and fairs, by four or five of the 


faid citizens of London, who fhall be there pre- 
fent; faving to us the amerciaments in any wife 
coming, which they fhall faithfully anfwer us 
and our heirs, upon pain of grievous forfei- 
tures. We have alfo granted ro our fame citi- 
zens acquittal of murder, in the faid city and 
in Portfoken: and that none‘of the faid citizens 
may wage battle: and that, for the pleas be- 
longing to the crown, chiefly thofe which may 
chance within the faid city and fuburbs there- 
of, they may difcharge themfelves according 
to the ancient cuftom of the faid city. This 
notwithftanding except, that upon the graves 
of the dead, for that which they fhould have 

se faid 


e 
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faid, if they. had lived, it thal not be: lawful 


* precifely to fwear.. But. inftead and place of 
+ thofe deceafed, which. before their deaths, to 


difcharge thofe. which for. concerning the. thinasl 


belonging tothe crown, were called. and. Te> 


ceived, there may other. free and lawful: men 
be chofen, which may do and accomplifh. that 
without delay, which by the deceafed. fhould 


* have been done if he had lived. And that 


within the walls of the city and its Portfokem, 


none may take lodgings by force, or Sliver, of 
the marfhal. 


bs * 
7 ¢ ry 


Selec have: alfo granted, to, our faid citizens, 


aw Fe 


ras se. a alfo Hrroeen all. ane fea- 
ports, as well on this fide as beyond the feas, 


| they fhall be free of. all coftage, and of all 
4 cuftoms, except every where our due and-an= 
cient cuftom and prices of. wines 5 that i is to 
: fay, of one ton before the maft, and ‘of one 


other behind the matt, at 205. the ton, to be 
paid in fuch form as we and our anceftors have 
been accuftomed to have the faid prices. . And 
if any in any of our ‘ands. on this fide or be- 
yond the feas, fhall take of the men of London, 
toll, or any cuftom contrary to their own grant, 
(except the aforefaid prizes) after he fhall fail 


of right, the fheriff may. take goods, therefor 
at London . : 


se We have ‘alfo. sranted unto them, that al 


huftings might, be kept in every week, once 
ee the 
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the week, and that only by one day; or, as A.D. 
notwithftanding that though things within the *” 
fame day cannot be determined, may con- Hottings 
tinue till next morning and no longer; and ‘°° “Pt 


* that right be holden: to them for the lands and 


6t 


tenures within the fame city, according to the 
cuftom of the faid city; fo as neverthelefs, that 
as well foreigners or others may make their Attornies, — 
attornies, as well in pleading as defending, as 
elfewhere in our courts. And they may not 
be queftioned as mifkenning in any of their 
pleas; that 1s to fay, if they have not declared 
altogether well: and of all their debts which Method of 
were lent at London, and promifes there madé, P48: 
pieas to be there holden according.to the juft 

and ancient cuftom. Furthermore, we do alfo 

grant, toward the amendment of the aforefaid 

city, that all be free of childwite, and Jerefgive, Free of 
and from /cot-ale. . And alfo, that*the faid Quo" 
citizens may juftly have and hold their lands, 
tenures, or premifes, and alfo their debts, who- 

foever do owe them. And that no merchant, 

or other, do meet with any merchant, coming 

by land or by water with their merchandizes or 

victuals towards the faid city, to buy or fell Power ta 
again, untill they come to the faid city, and Prt 
there have put the fame to fale, upon the for- ing, &¢s 
feiture of the things brought, and pain of im- 
prifonment, from whence he thall not efcape 
without great punifhment; and that none fhew 

out their wares to fell; who owe any cultom, cugom te 
till the cuftom thereof be levied, without great >° P*4: 
Vou. I. ! N i Rue 


4 
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‘Tronage. 


Debts.to be 
enrolled in 
the exche- 
quer. 


‘To pay one 
penny in ; 
the pound. 


Liberties, &¢ 
&e. con- 


ra 
firmed. 
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punifhment, and upon pain of forfeiture of alt 


that commodity of him that happens to do 
otherwife. And that no merchant, fltranger, 


or other, may buy or fell any’ wares, which 
ought to be weighed or troved, unlefs by our” 


beams and trone, upon forfeiture of the faid 

wares. 

“© Moreover, snl debts, which of their con- 
tracts or loans fhall be due unto them, they may 

caufe to be enrolled in our exchequer, for the 

more fafety of them, upon the recognizance of 

thofe, who fhall ftand bound unto them in the 

faid debts; fo as‘neverthelefs, that no perfon be 

enrolled upon the recognizance of any perfon, 


_who is not there Lach or unlefs it be mani- 


fefted concerning his perfon by the teftimony 
of fix or four lawful men, who be fufficient to. 
anfwer as well for the debt as for the damagés 
which any may have of fuch reconizances, if 
the fame happen to be falfly done under their 
names: and for every pound to be enrolled in 
the exchequer, one penny to be paid to our ufe, 
for the charge of fuftentation of thofe which 
mutt attend to fuch inrolling; thofe Jiber- 
ties and free cuftoms we grant to them, to 
hold to them and their heirs, fo long as they 
fhall well and faithfully behave themfelves to 
us and our heirs, together with all their juft 
and reafonable cuftoms, which, in time of us 
and our predeceffors heretofore, they have had, 
as well for manner of their tenures, debts, and 
premifes, as for all other caufes whatfoever, 

5 s* con- 
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concerning both them and the city. So long 
as the cuftoms be not contrary to right law 


1268 


and juftice; faving in all things the liberty of Provites. 


the church of Weftminfler, to the abbots and 
monks of the fame place, to them granted by 
the charters of us and our predeceffors, kings 
of England. But as touching our Fews and 
merchant-f{traffgers, and other things out of our 
forefaid grant touching us or our faid city, we 


and our heirs fhall provide as to us fhall feem | 


expedient. Thefe being witnefs: R. king of 
Almain, our brother; Edward our firft fon; 
Roger of Mortimer, Roger de Clifford, Roger 
Leybourn; Robert Watrand,. Robert Acquilors 


Mi. Godfrey; Gifford our chancellor, Walter de 


Merton; Mr. Fobn Cefdill, archdeacon of Lon- 
don; Fobn de la Lind; William de Aette; and 
others. Given by our hand at Wefminfter, 
the 26th day ial March, in the hifty- -fecond year 
of our reign.’ 

In Wiiertienec of the filence in the charter con- 


cerning the choice of the city magiftrates, en Iz 
Southe, the mayor,. after having prefented to his 
majefty, by the royal precept, fix perfons eligible 
for fheriffs, two of whom, Walter Harvey and 
William de Durham, were appointed to ferve that 
office by the name of the king’s bailiffs, he him- 
felf was.difcharged from the office of mayor, and A cufos 
Stephen Edworth, conftable of the tower, Was con- 
ftituted Cufies of the city. 

Many of the citizens having left London, to Citizens 
efcape the afieflment of the 20,000 marks to be 
N 2» paid be taxed. 


appointed. 


fugit ives 
ordered tq 
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paid for the king’s pane they that remained 


petitioned the king, and obtained his command, 


that all the faid flees fhould be obliged to pay 
their parts affelfed : ; and that the fheriffs of thé 


_ feveral counties fhould levy all fuch moneys on the 


City tax. 


' Difpute 
between 
goldfmiths 
and mer- 
chant- -tay- 
lors. 


Othobon’s 

canons. 
A. D. 
1268. 


and engaged with fuch animofity, that many weré 
-wounded and killed on both fides; neither could 


Londoners found within their jurifdictions, — 
The bailiffs were {worn faithfully to colleét the 
city duties for the king’s ufe, and to render an 
exact account thereof to the barons of the exchequer. 
Which account for the firft half-year, as it ftands 
in Maddox’s hiftory, amounted to 3641. 13s. 2d. ; 
About this time there happened fuch a differ- 
ence between the gold/miths and the merchants 
taylors companies, that they agteed to decide the 
affair by combat: in which feveral other compa- 
nies interefted themfelves. There met for thig 


purpofe, by night, 500 men completely armed 5 


they be parted till the theriffs arrived with a ftrong 
body of the citizens, who fupprefied the riot and 
feized many of the combatants, thirteen of ees 
were tried, found guilty, and hanged. 

A. D. 1268, was held a national fynod at Lon- 
don, under cardinal Otbeben, the pope’s legate, 
on the 2ift of April; to which were. fummoned 
all the prelates of England, Wales, Scotland, and 
Ireland. The canons of this council were of great 
authority, and looked upon as a rule of difcipline 
for the Engli/h church: and many of them are fill 
in force, and made part of our canon law. See 

2 Collier’s” 


te, 


LonpON, WESTMINSTER, Ge. © 1S 


Collier’s Eccl. Hitt. Book V. Vol. 1. p. 474. 4D. 
and Antiq. Britan. in Bonifac. p. 187. | pe 
The year 1269 is memorable for a very hard A. D. 
froft, that obftruéted the navigation as far as the |, vs 
ard froft, 
mouth of the Thames. 
The king, in the year 1270, conferred the A.D. 
government of the city of London on his fon mace 


ince Eds 
Edward, and gave him all the revenues thereunto ward go- 


belonging: who appointed Hugh Fitz Otho con- onion: 
ftable of the tower and cu/tos of the city, and chofe 
William de Hadeftone and Anketyll de Alverne fherifts, 

out of fix men named by the citizens. 

Edward, in this capacity, ingratiated himfelf pi. con- 
greatly with the Londoners, by relieving thera, for wipe 
the fum of 200 marks, from paying a certain toll 
to a foreigner, who farmed it of the king; and by 
obtaining from the king the privilege of chufing 
their magiftrates according to ancient charter. 

For which the citizens, inftead of 3151. agreed 
to pay 4001. per ann. for the city farm. 

fn confequence of this happy turn of fortune, Citizens 
the citizens immediately chofe Fob Adrjen their see ey 
mayor, and Philip Taylour and Walter Potter their 
fheriffs; who were prefented by prince Edward 
himfelf to the king at Weflminfter, and {worn and 
the cuffos was difcharged. And, in gratitude for 
this favour, the citizens prefented the king With Free gifts 


100 marks, and to the prince they gave 500 mar ks, to the king 
and prince. 


The king, en his part, was fo well reconciled, 
that he confirmed all their ancient rights and im- 
munities by a charter, dated the 21ft of Fuly 
following, 

| N 3 But 


a 
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A.D. But there happened this year a greater calamity 
‘hanes than the city had ever felt in the fame degree 
OrerROMe: before that time, occafioned by exceffive rains, 
3 The Thames was overflowed in many places, with 

immenfe damage to the houfes and lands, and to 

the fruits of the earth. "Wheat was at 6]. 8s. 
Scarcity of the quarter, (according to Chronicon Preciofum) 
Ce which was more than 601. our money; and the 

famine raged in fo horrible a manner, that many 

poor parents eat their own children. See Antiq. 

Britan. And towards the end of the year many 
Rowfteeple people were killed by the fall of Bow fteeple in 
falls: Cheapfide. 

Prince Edward, having done’ thefe favours for 
the city, and thereby made himfelf popular, un-_ 
dertook an expedition into the Holy Land, then 

Death of the fafhionable fchoo] of war. And, during his” 
Aa abfence in Paleftine, eae Henry Hi. departed. 
this life, | 3 


The List of Mavors in the reign of K. HENRY ul, 


In the rft year William Hardel, | ‘ 
ad —- Robert Serl. i 
- gd Robert Serl, 
ath — Robert Serl. | 
[- Robert Serl, : . 
6 Robert Serl, . 2 
4 Robert Serl. oe 
8 Richard Ranger, — 
9 Richard Ranger. 
Oo Richard Ranger. 
I Richard Ranger, % 
Tn 
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In the 12th year Roger Duke. 


13 
14 
AS 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 


Roger Duke. 

Roger Duke. 

Roger Duke. 

Andrew Bokerel. 
Andrew Bokerel. 
Andrew Bokerel. 
Andrew Bokerel, 
Andrew Bokerel. 
Andrew Bokerel. 
Andrew Bokerel. 


Richard Ranger. 


William Foyner. 
Gerard But. 
Reymond Bongy. 
Reymond Bongy. 
Ralph dfbwy. 
Michael Tony. 
Fobn Gifors. 
Fohn Gifors. 


Peter Fitz-Alwin, 


Michael Tony. 


Roger Fitz-Roger, 


Sohn Gifors. 
Adam Bafing. 
Fobn Tolafon. 
Richard Hardel. 
Richard Hardel. 
Richard Hardel. 
Richard Hardel. 
Richard Hardel. 
Richard Hardel. 
Ne. 


In 
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A. TR ‘In the 44th year Fobn Gifors. 
1270, 


45 William Fitz-Richard. 

46 William: Fitz- Richard, 

47. ~~ * William Fitz-Richard. 

4n54 William-Fitz- Richard. 
; ponds Fhomas Fitz-Thomas Fitz- Richard, 

yagi 0° Thomas Fitz-Thomas Fitz- Richard, 

51 Wilham Richards, 

52 Allen de-la fouch. 

53 T. Wimbourn, Cuttos. 

54 Hugh Fitz-Ottonis, Cuftos. 

55 Fohn Adrian. 

56  Fohn Adrian, 

57 Sir Walter Harvey, 

© HA: Pee Ve 


King Edward I’s letter from Caples, and bis entry 
into London. Civil diffentions among the CiLiZens. 
Punifhment of bakers and millers, and ordinances 
concerming engroffers and forsfallers. AB againft 
ufury. Earthquake. Black-friars founded. City 
wall extended to Fleetditch. Jews perfecuted and 
banifbed. Wondon- -bridge repaired. DireGions 

_ to parochial clergy. Great frof. Ducket’s murder 
detefied. Connncn-council inftituted. Mayor im- 

| prifoned. Regulations. for preferving the peace. 
King Edward’s charter, granting the choice of a 
mayor, and confirming ancient privileges. Prices 
of provifions regulated by a of common-council, 
dea-coal prohibited. Citizens oppofe the king’s writ 
to apprehend felons, Punifoed. Manner of affe/s- 
NE, 
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ing, €8c. a tallage. King Edward I's acceffion. 
Knights-templars fuppreffed. Orders for preferving 
the peace of the city. Purchafe of divers privileges. 
Exemption from taxes. Sheriffs right. Eleétions 
regulated. Famine and plague. Articles of agree- 
ment between the magiftrates and freemen. Free- 
men’s oath. London chufes reprefentatives in par- | 
liament. Obliged to arm. Courage and reward. 
Difcoutent. Citizens join the queen, and feize the 
tower. Lift of mayors; and other occurrences till 


the abdication of King Edward I. 


HE king’s death, and his own acceffion to A.D. 
the throne, being notified to Prince Edward, MONS 
then at Caples, his majefty immediately difpatched ward's ac- 
letters, dated Yan..19, an. reg. primo, in which pb 
he related the injuries done to his people by the $70" 
Flemifo, and then commanded that all Plemings 

fhould, by proclamation, be expelled the city of 
London, on penalty of forfeiture of all their effects. 

He charged the magiftrates to keep the peace of 

the city; and, not having the feal of the kingdom, 

he fealed thofe letters with the feal of the king of 

Sicily. : 

~ Such a mark of efteem and confidence from the tow re. 
new king heightened the expectations and affections cept 
of the Londoners fo much, that, on his majefty’s A. D. 
arrival at their city, they received him with the ‘*/* 
ereateft pomp and magnificence imaginable. The 

outfides of their houfes were hung with the richeft 

filks and tapeftry, the conduits were made to run 


with 
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A.D. with a variety of the choiceft wines, and the 
"774" wealthy citizens profufely threw gold and filver 
_ amongit the populace. 
Danger of 1» ‘Thefe beginnings promifed the city great feli- 
ee city under King Edward, when civil ‘diffention 
broke out amongft the Londoners about the choice — 
of amayor, which, under a fovereign lefs difpofed 
to moderation and juftice, might have proved fatal 
to their liberties. But Edward only interpofed — 
- as a friendly moderator, when parties ran fo high § 4 
The king as to admit of no compromife, and appointed aq 
appoints @ eyo. till they could be brought to reafon. How-_ 
ever this convinced the citizens of the danger of © 
their inteftine broils;~and fo far wrought upon — 
their paffions, that they unanimoufly chofe Sir _ 
Walter Harvey, in a folkmote, for mayor, rather 
than the king fhould have an excufe to intermeddle © 
with their civil government. ‘Lhis Harvey was — 
the very man fet up by the populace, in oppofition — 
to the regular choice of Philip de Taylour. But — 
they were foon convinced of his bad practices, — 
An sais and had the refolution not only to degrade him ~ 
saree from the office of an alderman, but to render him 
incapable of fitting in the city council, and to give © 
fufficient fecurity for his quiet and peaceable be- | 
haviour for the future. : 
Lawsen-  Engroffing, foreftalling, and all forts of frauds i 
foreed a- | ; 
gaint bak- and impofitions in the fale of provifions, had now — 
Pie liad got to fuch a height, that obliged the legiflacure | , 
groffers to provide new laws againft fuch practices; “fpf i 
ereorn cially againft bakers for fhort ‘weight in bread, 
“and againft millers for bad meafure: therefore hisd 
majelty 
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majefty commanded the mayor of London, ana® A.D. 
the fheriffs, to enforce thofe laws, and to regu- ane 
late the price of provifions, efpecially of poultry 
and fith. By which laws, the baker, for his firft Punith- 
offence, was to forfeit his bread: for his fecond, Da 
to fuffer imprifonment: and to be pilloried for the 
third. The miller was to be carried in a tum- Punifh- 
_ brel or duft-cart through certain ftreets, expofed aeate ig 
to the derifion of the people: and accordingly 
an ordinance was publifhed* by the mayor and 
other magiftrates of the city, in this form: “ By Ordinance 
«© the command of the lord the king, and with eit ag 
¢ the affent and confent of the gentlemen of the poultry- 
« kingdom, and citizens sfouetaid it is ordained, 
‘ that no huckfter of fowl, [or poulterer] go out 
<< of the city to meet them that bring poultry into 
<¢ the city, to make any buying from them; but 
buy in the city, after the buyers of the lord the 
«¢ king, of the barons, and of the citizens, have 
‘© bought and had what fhall be needful for them, 
«© namely, after three o’clock, and not before.” 
And it was likewife ordained, ‘* That no huckfter of fh. 
“ of fith, [or fithmonger] who fells fifh again 
to others, go out to meet thofe that bring or 
‘‘ carry fifth to the city, to make a foreftall Again 
“© thence; mor have any partnerfhip with pp reins 
s¢ ftranger who brings fifth from the fea to the 
* city: but let them feek for fifth in their own 
s¢ hips; and permit foreigners to bring it, and 
to fell when they are come, in their own fhips, 
Becaufe, by fuch partnerfhip, they who are of 
© the city, when they cannot fell as they will, 

$$ lay 
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A.D. * Jay it up in cellars, and fell dearer than the 
ftrangers would do, if they came without 
“*’partnerfhip, and knew not where they might 
“* be harboured: nor let them buy any thing in 
** the city until the king’s fervants, &c. have. 
“* bought, and not before three o’clock. And if 
“* they who have bought fith, fhall’ come after 
“* three o’clock, Jet them not fell that day; but 
let them fell on the morrow morning. And 
aes “ if they expect more, let the fith be taken into 
kept. “ the lord the king’s hands: and let them keep 

“no fith, except falt-fifh, beyond the fecond 

“* day of their comings which, if it 7 appen to 

“* be found, let them lofe their Gih, an’ be at 
| “* the mercy of the lord the king, [to fine th, nv] 
Price fixt ‘To thefe ordinances, the magiftrates did «: che 


f 
nv 


nv 


nr 


sil fame time affix a table of prices for poultry, 
and another for fifh. . 
Com- But the greateft grievance complained of by 
Bett: the citizens was, the exemption from tallage, 
a3F pleaded by feveral great men in their corporation, 


under charters purchafed from the late king ; wheree 
by the whole burden of a tallage fell upon the 
middling and poor inhabitants ; and what increafed 
this evil, was a cuftom that had been introduced 
by the mayors and guardians of the city for fome 
time paft, to tallage the city by their own autho- 
rity, ‘without the confent of the community. All 
which oppreffions were prefented by the juries of 
the feveral wards of the city before the juttices in 
‘éyre at the tower, as illegal exactions upon the 
citizens, | 
An 


§ 
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An act paffed in parliament the third year of this 2 D. 
king’s reign, to fupprefs the practice of ufury by , c ot 
the Fews, ordaining, that all ufurers for the future, fee 
fhould wear a badge, the breadth of a paveline, 
on their breaft, or depart the kingdom. 

The mayor being appointed his majefty’s em- Mayorfent . 
baffador beyond feas, the king committed the be. 
government of the city to! four citizens, recom- 
mended by the chief men of the city. In whofe Earth- 
time, there happened a dreadful earthquake, saci 
which overthrew abundance of houfes and 
churches, both in London and other parts of the 
kingdom.’ 

The year 1275, is memorable for the founda- Black 
tion of the convent of Black Friars, alias Friars at 
Preachers, by Robert Kilwarby, archbifhop of Can- 
terbury; which was built with the ftones taken 
out of the ruins of the tower of Mount-Fitchet, 
and from a part of the city wall, pulled down on 
that occafion, to make way for the faid building 
which inclofed the faid wall, the {cite of the tower 
of Mount-fitchet, and two lanes or ways next the 
fireet of Baynard-Caftle, granted to the founder 
by the citizens. This produced an order from ae to 
the king to the citizens to build a new wall, and wail to. 
a tower at the head of it for his reception; which * eiecteuee 
wall was to run from Ludgate weftward, behind 
the houfes to Heet- ditch ; and thence fouthward 
to the river Thames. For the completing of 
which new work, his majefty granted the city a 
duty on fundry merchandizes, for the term of 
three years; and fent them this letter: 

| ‘6 Whereas 


ee 
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A.D. — “ Whereas we have granted you, for the aid | 
palais the work of the walls of our city, and the 
teat: ** clofure of the fame, divers cuftoms of vendi- 
that uf. << ble things coming to the faid city, to be taken 
“‘ for a certain time; we command you, that 
“<*.you caufe to be finifhed the wall of the faid 
_ © city, now begun near the manfion of the Friars 
** Preachers, and a certain good and comely tower 
“* at the head of the faid wall, within the water 
‘© of the Tames there; wherein we may be re- 
*© ceived, and tarry with honour, to our eafe and 
“¢ fatisfaction, in our comings there, out of the 
“¢ pence taken, and to be taken of the faid cu- 
** ftoms, &c. Witnefs myfelf at Weftminfter, 
*¢ 8th of July, regni 4.” 
Markets . The common-council, or rather the sian 
regulated. vith the confirmation of a folkmote, did, this 
year, forbid the keeping a market on London- 
bridge, or elfewhere, except in fuch places as were 
appointed for that purpofe : and ordained, that no 
perfon fhould go to Southwark to buy cattle, or 
any wares to be brought into the city, under 
the penalty of the forfeiture of the thing bought. 
a80 Jews | The year 12478 proved fatal to the ews, who, 
executeds being convicted of clipping and diminifhing the 
king’s coin, were feized and imprifoned through- 
out England in one day: and 280 of both fexes 
were executed out of thofe feized in London. 
Contribu-  London-bridge was already, in 1281, become 
pair Lon. dangerous, and in fucha ruinous condition, that the 
don-bridge citizens were obliged to apply to the king for relief 
and aid to repair it: and his majefty, by letters 
patents, 
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patents, empowered the bridge- keeper to afk and 
receive the charity of his well-difpofed fubjects, 
throughout the kingdom, which letters patents 
conclude with thefe remarkable words: “* And 
“ Jet each of you ftrive to outrun the other in 
* fuch great works of charity :) for which ye 


« muft needs merit of God, and have our 
s¢ thanks.” 


Thefe were followed by other letters from his 
majefty to the clergy of all degrees, recommend- 


1g! 


A.D. 
1285. 


ing their contribution to this work; and com-. 


manding them to exhort the people thereto. 
And finding that this was ineffectual to raife the 
fums required for fo expenfive.a work, his ma- 
jefty empowered the city to take a certain toll for 
three years, to be applied to the repairs of the 
faid bridge, viz. ‘* For every man on foot bring- 
<* ings merchandize, or other things, faleable, 
s¢ and pafling over the faid bridge, and he taking 
s¢ himfelf to other parts, ove farthing: of every 
«© horfeman paffing that bridge, and he taking 
«s himfelf to other parts, as aforefaid, with mer- 
“© chandize, or other faleable things, one penny: 
“* of every faleable pack, carried and ees over 
“© the bridge, one balf-penny.” , 

The bad condition of this bridge was owing to 
an original misfortune of a fire, about four years 
after its building, when the joints of the ftones 
were fcarcely cemented fo as to refift the power 
of the flames: and afterwards to the neglect of 
thofe entrufted- with its repairs, or to the mifap- 
plication of the rents, €fc. fettled for its uphold 

‘ and 


Tolls for 
the fame 
ule. 


The canfe 
5 of i its decay 
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oe and maintenance. For after King Yobn took the 
ee : cuftody of London-bridge from the’ mayor, and gave 
king’s it to friar Weff; his fucceflors claimed the fame 
hands. '\ sight ¥ ‘and Henry Ill. in the 54th year of his 
reign, A. D, 1269, granted the cuftody of this” 
bridge, with its liberties, and all other things — 
pertaining thereto, unto his queen confort : who, 
pocketed the money arifing from its rents, reve- 
nues, duties and cuftoms; and let ‘the fabric run 
to ruin. And this may in fome meafure account — 
for the king’s interfering fo much in the repairs 
and fupport of the faid bridge. 
= a The year 1281 informs us of a provincial — 
* fynod held’ at Lambeth; to which the archbifhop — 
of Canterbury fammoned not only his fuffragans, 
‘but all the inferior prelates, fuch as abbots, priors, 
deans and archdeacons, The chief intention of — 
this fynod was, to confirm the conftitutions of Osho — 
and Othobon.. But they entered into: other new — 
matter; for directions to the parochial clergy to — 
inftruct the flocks committed to their charge, in — 
: points both of faith and practice: as may be more — 
fully feen in Spelm. Concil. vol. ii. page 332. and 

Linwood, lib. 1s tit. 75 11. 
Jewith | About the fame time, the king made Haginus 
wghoprich high-prieft of the Fews, in the fame form, and 
with the fame power, as King ohn had made 

Rabbi Facob, deceafed. 

Anfeatic In the year 1282, the Anfeatic company, who 
islteea a eae covenanted 3 in the reign of Henry HI. in con- — 
i Das fideration of divers privileges granted to them 
“S"" by the crown and citizens of London, to keep Bi- 
foepys gate at all times in repair, and to defend the — 
fame 


- 
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fame as often as it fhould be attacked by anene- A. D. 
my, were called upon to perform their covenant, 183: 
and obliged by the itinerant judges at‘the tower, 
to pay 210 marks for its immediate repair, and 
_toenter into a frefh covenant to maintain and de- 
fend the fame. , 

His majefty, as a confirmation of his affection Free pars’ 
for the Londoners, did this fame year grant them a Londuas 
free pardon, for whatever they had done, to that 
time, contrary to their charters. For which they 
paida fum of money. . And, in the year follow- Other fae 
ing, the 4th Pedruary, and in the 11th yearofhis. 
reign, he granted them certain cuftoms for the. 
reparation and inclofure of the city. 

To add to the misforturies of London- bridge, a london- 
great froft, in the following winter, carried away ey 
five of its arches by the force of the ice. froft, 

Notwithftanding the late countenance and in- syna- 
dulgence fhewn by the king to the Yews, arch- S0i24" 
bifhop Peckham, in 1283, in his provincial vifita- dow" 
tion, refolvedto pull them down. For this pur- 
pofe, he, in 1285, wrote to the bifhop of London 
to pull down all their fynagogues: And _ the bi- 
fhop of London proceeded fo far in the feverity of 
this mandate, that the king had much a-do to 
prevail with thofe churchmen to allow one fyna- 
gogue in London. Befides, the pomp of their 
aworfhip was leffened, and a great many of their 
Ceremonies were prohibited. And it was fo ma- Jows ba 
naged oat laft, that, in the year 1290, the Fess staen 
were banifhed the kingdom, and were com tsi 
“to retire out of England before the rf of Novem- 

‘won. 1. Oo her 
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A.D. ber in that year, under penalty of their eftates; 

1284. Forcunes and lives : and their fynogague, fituate at 

the north corner of the Old Fewry, opening into, 

Lothbury, was given to the Fratres de penitentia 

Sefu. | 

aE of In 1284, Lawrence Ducket, a goldfmith, hav- 

how de. ing wounded Ralph Crepin, in Cheapfide, then 

tected. = called Weft-cheap, took fanétury in Bow church 

fteeple : Crepin’s friends furprized him in the 

night, and hanged him fo artfully in one of the 

windows, that the coroner’s inqueft gave their 

verdict felf-murder, and ordered the body to be 

drawn by the feet and buried in a ditch without 

the city. However, a boy, who lay with Ducket 

that night, and had concealed himfelf during that 

barbarous action, did at laft give information 

Executions againft the murderers. Many were apprehended, 
on that 

account. Of whom 16 were hanged; and a woman, the 

contriver of the faid murder, was burnt alive: 

Other perfons of diftinction concerned therein, 

were amerced in pecuniary fines: and the dif- 

graced body was taken up and buried decently. | 

A.D. In 1285 it was ordained, that no more than” 

1285- one half-penny fhould be paid for grinding a 

Conduit in Quarter Of wheat. The conduit in Cheapfide was’ 

Cheaptide. built. 

Thecom-. The city of Tindoki according to chin rise 

uLinti. Called Lider Albus, was at this time divided into 

tuted. 94 wards; and each ward chofe certain of their 

inhabitants to reprefent them in their corporate. 

capacity, and to be of council to the aldérmen; 

whofe 
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whofe advice was to be followed in all affairs of * i 
public concern relating to the faid city. ane: 

Now the profperity of the city began to wear a Mayor im- 
promifing afpeét; when it was embroiled by a dif- aia 
guilt given to the Jord treafurer by the mayor, 
who, upon a fummons for him, the aldermen and 
citizens, to appear before the faid lord in the tower 
of London, laid afide his enfigns of magiftracy, 
and repaired to the tower as a private gentleman. 
The treafurer committed Gregory Rockefley the mayor, 
~ and feveral principal citizens, on St. Peter’s day, 
to prifon, for this contempt’; and he fo incenfed the 
king, that his majefty feized upon the city liberties, 
difplaced the mayor, and appointed Stephen Sand- 
wich cuftos, under various pretences of mal- Pretences 
practices with the bakers, &c. and kept the go- he 
vernment of London in his own hands for 12 years 
after. 

- The ftreets were immediately infefted with roab- Regila- 
bers and murderers. Which produced thefe regu- AN 
lations: ** That no ftranger fhould wear a weapon, °% thecity- 
*“ nor be feen abroad after the ringing of the 
* corfeu-bell: that all) taverns and victualling 
** houfes fhould be fhut up after the ringing of 
* the faid bell: that no fencing-fchool fhould be 
** kept in the city: that the aldermen in their 
“ refpective wards, fhould make diligent fearch 
** for fuch offenders, in order to brane them to 
“¢ juftice: that no perfon not free a the sii 
*« fhould be fuffered to refide therein: and that 
“fuch freemen as were fulpected, thould give 
* opera for ‘their good behaviour :” amanett 
3 Wihiom 
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A.D. whom were Thomas Pywelefdon, and 57 more; 
1289 who were baniflied for life, on fufpicion of being 
difaffected to the government. And foreigm mer- 
chants were permitted to fettle in London, anc to 
fell their goods without a broker ; which deprived — 
the citizens of that advantage, and expofed them | 
to the frauds of bad goeds, and worfe weights. 
However, the foreigners, at length giving too 
_ great a loofe to their arts, raifed fuch a clamour, — 
that fome of them were imprifoned, and obliged, 
after a long imprifonment, to ay 1000], to the - 
king. © ‘a 
City’s debt. ‘Fhe account between the crown and here city 
totheking. 445 audited by the barons of the exchequer, in . 
the year 1289, and the Londoners were found - 
5381. 6s. 11d. in debt to King “Edward: and 
a fubfidy was granted for the repairs of London 
bridge. . . 
King Edward, in 1290, at his return fins 
France, was received with great folemnity by the 
Londoners; and he cireedanely proceeded againft : 
Jews bae the ews ufurers, and his corrupt jufticiaries. 
ny DhevtoreKr, amounting to 15,060, he punifhed 
1290. by confifcating all their goods, and banifhing 
“Corrupt them the realm, as ‘mentioned before : the latter, 
juages Pu- by fines and imprifonments. " 
Punithe In 1293, three perfons having refcued a pri- 
re 4 foner from a fheriff’s officer, had. their hands cut 
off, at the ftandard in Cheapfide. 
155 In 1295, the king, then at Cirlifle, direded 
sie following writ to the magiftrates of. London : 
ad, ‘eaolra ; 
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« Edward, by the grace of God, &c. Where- A. D. 

<‘ as Richard Gravefend, bifhop of London, hath ae. 
s¢ fhewed unto us, that by the great charter of a ane 
<¢ Eygland, the church hath a privilege, that no yar 
“¢ clerk fhall-be imprifoned’by a layman, without of London, 
<¢ our commandment and breach of peace; which pf ee 
«* notwithftanding, fome citizens of London, upon 
“ mere fpite, do enter in their watches into 
“ clerk’s chambers, and, like felons, do carry 
them to the Yunne, which Henry de Walleys, 
“‘ fome time mayor, built for night-walkers. 
<¢ Wherefore, we will that this our command- 
_ ment be proclaimed in full huftings; and that 
<* no watch hereafter enter into any clerk’s cham- 
“© ber, under the forfeit of 20]. Dated at Car- 
“ Jifle, the ath of March, in the 25th ide of 
<< our reign.” 

This fo difgufted the citizens, that nine prin- Riotous 
cipal inhabitants broke open the Tunne prifon, cf ie” 
and fet feveral of the prifoners at liberty. For ‘iizens- 
which the rioters were perfonally punifhed, by a 
long and painful imprifonment ; and the city was Fined 
amerced at 20,000 marks. However, the beha- 7°7;°° 
viour of the Londoners, at the king’s return vic- 
torious from Scotland foon after, was fo engaging, 
that his majefty, on Eafler Wednefday, in confi- Purchate 
deration of the faid fine of 20,000 marks, and an °)'8"" 
addition of 3000 marks more, paid into his ex- the mayor 
chequer by the Londoners, reftored to them the 
power of electing their mayor: and they accord- 

‘ingly chofe William Walleys into that high office. 
And his majefty confirmed this royal favour, and 
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all their ancient privileges, by a charter ¢: which © 


amongft other things, contains, ‘“ We, will- 
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ing to fhew more ample favour to the faid 
citizens in that behalf, do grant to them, ‘for 
us and our heirs, that the mayor of the faid_ 
city, when he fhall be chofen by the faid citi- 
zens, we, and our heirs, and our barons, not 
being at Wefiminfler, or at London, they may 
or fhall be prefented, or admitted, to and by 
the conftable of our tower of London, yearly, | 
in fuch fort as before they were wont to be pre- — 
fented and admitted: fo as, neverthelefs, that 
at the next coming of us or our heirs to Weft- 
minfter or London, the faid mayor be prefented 
to us or our heirs, and be admitted for mayor. 
‘¢ ‘And alfo we have granted, for us and our 
heirs, to our faid citizens, that they and their — 
fuccefiors, citizens of the faid city, be for ever 
quit and free of pannage or pawnage, pontage — 
and murage, throughout all the realm, ‘and all 
our dominions: and: that the theriffs of the 
faid city, as oft as it fhall happen for them to 
be amerced in our court for any offence, they 
fhall be amerced according to the meafure and , 
quantity of the offence, as other the fheriffs — 4 
of our faid realm have Bean amerged for the@ 5 
like offence, % 
‘© Wherefore we will, and ftri@ly charge snd 
command, for us and our heirs, that the faid © 
citizens and their fucceffors, have all the liber- 


CIES, freedoms, quittals, and free cuftoms aforeay 
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“ faid, and them may and fhall ufe, according A-D.— 
<< ¢9 our confirmation, renovation, and grants, eee 
<¢ aforefaid, for ever ; as by the aforefaid charter, 
«¢ (amongft other things) more fully appeareth.” 
Befides, his majefty certified the fame by a brief 
to his officers of his exchequer; as may be feen 
in fol. 24, of the d/ack book, amongtt the city re- 
cords. And at the fame time, the 28th of May, Pa or 
the king fent a precipe to the mayor and fheriffs nith ba- 
of London, to punith corporally all bakers, brew- rear 
ers, and millers, convicted of bad practices ; and millers. 
all that were found to go armed in the night, 
and difturb the peace of the city ; and to oblige 
millers to return the flour by weight, according 
to the weight of the grain fent to be ground, 

The time for electing a mayor being come 
round, Elias Rufel was unanimoufly chofen by 
the mayor, aldermen, and all the commonalty ; 
‘and {worn into his office by the conftable of the 
tower, according to the tenor of the laft charter, 
on the day after St. Simon and ude, without the 
gate of the faid tower of ‘London. In whofe A& of . 
mayoralty, fays Stowe, in his annals, there paffed sonnei 
an aét of common-council, by the confent of the ich 9 : 
king and nobility, to regulate the prices of pro-. 
vifions. : | 
A. D. 1296 produced a very fharp conteft be- Synod at 
tween the king and the clergy. The archbifhop Ser 
convoked a fynod of his province to meet in Sf. 
Paul’s, London. The king, in order to prevent 
their paffing any canons difagreeable to the crown, 
fent them a meflage to make no conftitutions pre- 
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jadicial to his prerogative, or to the public tran- 


quility, or that might give difturbance to any 


perfon under his government and proteétion. At 


their meeting, the clergy would not grant the fub-_ 


fidy expected by the king:. chevefare his majefty 


feized upon their beft houfes; forbid the lawyers _ 
to plead for them; and commanded them to be 


out-lawed ; becaufe they put their property under 


the pope’s protection, and refufed to contribute 


to the exigencies of the ftate. : \ 


Flowever, they attempted to recover the kind ii 


favour, by depofiting a fifth part of their reve- 
nues and {tock in a proper place, to be ufed for 


_—— 


the defence of the church’and kingdom in cafe 
of néceffity: but this not being agreeable to the 
archbifhop, they were at laft forced to give up a © 


fourth of their goods, écc. for the common be= 


nefits of government. See Antiq. Britan, in Wine — 


chelfey. Shi 


The firft time we read of a recorder of London 
was in the year 1304, when Geoffrey de Hartilepole, — 
alderman, was chofen into that office, took his — 
oath, and was allowed to wear his gown as an al- i 


derman, 


i 


The next year was ftained with the blood of 4 
that valiant and celebrated Scotifh champion, Sir s 


contrary to the laws of nations, hanged and quar- 
tered, in Sinitbpield and his head ftuck a a 
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Willian Wallace, who, being taken prifoner in — 
the field of battle, defending his country, was, ‘ 
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The year 1306 produced a very extraordinary A.D, 
aks : ; | 1306, 
prohibition, at leaft what would in this age feem 
ee ha ca Win Sed Sea-coal’ 

vefy extraordinary; a prohibition to burn fea- prohibited 
coal in London ; occafioned by a complaint made 
by the nobility and gentry to the king, alledging, 
that the air was infe€ted with a noifome {mell, 
and a thick cloud, from the coals ufed in the 
fuburbs by brewers, dyers, &c. requiring great 
fires; to the great endangering the health of the 
inhabitants. Upon which his majefty iffued his 
proclamation, prohibiting coals to be burnt in 
London and the fuburbs, under fevere penalties. 
Yet, the city was fo much in favour at this junc- 
ture with his majefty, for a prefent of 20001. 
paid on account of the order of knighthood being 
conferred on the prince of Wales, that the king 
- did them the honour to appoint Sir Fobn Blunt, 
the lord mayor, to accompany the faid prince in 
his expedition againft the Scots. In whofe abfence, 
the citizens chofe four guardians to execute the 
fupreme office in the magiftracy of their city. 

London was at this time greatly peftered with *'78"* 

R ‘ writ to ap- 
thieves and robbers: King Edward, then at Lawe- prchend 
croft, in Scotland, thought neceflary to diret a 
writ to the mayor and fheriffs of London, com- 
manding them to obferve the ftatute of Wefimin- 
fier, which ftri€tly enjoins the apprehending of 
felons. But the citizens looking upon this in- Rejeéted 
: : : . mT yer ‘ by the city. 
junction to be an invafion of their liberties, re- 
turned for anfwer: ‘© That at the eves, as it 1s 
‘© ft in wards, and alfo at taking inquifitions of 


_ § tranfgreffions and felonies, when need requires, 
“6 in 


tobeburnt. ° 
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in the city, in each ward, about malefactors 

and receivers, they were always ready, and 

would be, for the keeping of the king’s peace: 
But to keep the ftatute of Weftminfter, in all its 

articles, in the faid city, as contained in that 

brief, they could not be charged in the afore= 

faid city, by reafon of the divers cuftoms in 
the faid city hitherto ufed: yet vagrants, wan- 

derers up and down, and fuch as are fufpeéted — 
of evil in the faid city, being found, they had © 
arrefted; and always when there fhould be 

need, would caufe to be arrefted, and would 

have them forth coming before the juftices of 

the lord’ the king, as it had been appointed — 
before, and after had been accuftomed to be 
done, in the fame city.” bes 

This matter being fettled, the mayor, obi le 


Blound, or Blunt, and allthe aldermen of London, 

for themfelves, and the whole community of 
the city, agreed, in the exchequer, to pay the 

king 2000 marks by way of compofition for the © 
20th part of their goods, part of which was paid 
in tallies; and the fum of 831. 11s. being left © 
unpaid at the death of King Edward, his fon — 
and fucceffor, Edward Il. caufed a fieri faciasto 
be iffued from the exchequer, to diftrain the goods | 
and chattels of the citizens for the fame. rs 


List of Mayors in the Reign of Edward I, 


In his 1ft. year Sir Walter Harvey, 
2.» Henry Walleys, 

3 George Rokefley, 7 

In 


: 
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Inhis 4th year George Roke/ley. 


6 


George Rokefley. 
George Rokefley. 


George Rokefley. 
George Rokefley. 
George Rokefley, 
Henry Walleys, 
Henry Walleys, 
Henry Walleys, 
George Rokefley. 
Ralph Sandwich, 


Ralph Sandwich. | 


Ralph Sandwick. 
Ralph Sandwich. 


Ralph Sandwich. 


Ralph Sandwich. 


Ralph Sandwich. 


Ralph Sandwich. 
Ralph Sandwich. 


Sir Ralph Sandwich, 
Sir Fohn Briton. 


Sir Fobn Briton. 
Henry Walleys, 
Elias Ruffel. 
Elias Ruffl. 

Sir, Fobn Blunt, 
Sir Fobn Blunt. 
Sir Fobn Blunt. 
Sir Fobn Blunt. 
Sir Fobn Blunt. 
Sir Jobn Blunt, 
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‘ A.D. Edward Il. fucceeding his father in the year 
Edewg 13075 began his reign not with this act of feve- 


aUsaccel- rity only towards the Loudoners, but ordered an- 
On. 


‘other writ out of the exchequer for the aldermen, 
who collected the late tallage in London, to account — 
Tallage, for the {aid tallage in the exchequer. For the cuf- 


how afleff- 


8 tom was, that every alderman fhould,: in his ward- 
mote, caufe the tallage to be proportioned accord- | 


ing to the abilities of the feveral inhabitants of his 
ward; and he was aniwerable to the king for the 


amount of the faid fum affefled. Thefe were dire 
prognoftics of an evil difpofition in the young 


king towards the Losdouers; yet they received 


him and his.queen, returning to London in 1308, 
with great demonftrations of joy. 


A.D. A fynod was held in the year 1309 at London. 


= itd 
SOR: bet a 


*399. , By whom, Walfingham relates, the knights Tem- 


Synod that 


condemned plars were found guilty of many atrocious im- — 


the knights 


templars.. Moralities and crimes, fentenced to perpetual pe- — 


nance, and difperfed into feveral monafteries. | 


A.D. A. D..1310, the new part of the city wall, on : 

#310. the weft of Ludgate, and the tower commanded 

: by King Edward I. to be built at the extremity — 
King’s _ thereof, not being finifhed, the king iffued his — 


precipe for 


finifhing royal mandate to the mayor and citizens of Lon- — 
don to proceed in the faid work with the utmoft — 
expedition. And, in 1311, the mayor and citi- _ 
Citizen’s Zens undertook to pay 17001. for difcharging the — 


the city 
wail. 


purchafe te. 9» 3 : : 
ain me king’s debts, in confideration of having the farm, 


vileges. and other fines of the city, arifing by aids, tal- 
lages, &c. affigned tothem, =| 


ay 


‘The 
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The king’s troubles arifing, on account of his 
familiarity with Gavefton, and his nobility threat- 
ening to oblige him to fubmit to their demands 
by force of arms, his majefty commanded the 
mayor and citizens of London to take care of the 
city, and not to fuffer any perfon whatfoever, 

‘with horfe or arms, to enter therein without his 
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fpecial permiflion. And his majefty further com- — 


manded, that the barons of the exchequer fhould 
enquire by what right the fheriffs claimed certain 
farms, and other dues, demanded for the king’s 


Sherift’s 
right to 
certain 


ufe. But after inquifition was made, the barons farms. 


declared, That the citizens of London, for the time 
being, were theriffs in fee of London and Middle- 


fee; and enjoined the mayor, eight aldermen, and 


one commoner, to execute the office of fheriff, 
which tended to the king’s fervice,; by which they 

became virtually theriffs of London and Middlefex, 
and reprefented thofe who were to be fheriffs for 
the time to come. 


It was foon after refolved, by the king and his Difpute 


council, to raife money by a tax upon the royal 


with the 
king about 


demefnes, intending thereby to include the city tax 


of London. This refolution being fignified to Fobn 
Gifors the mayor, and to the aldermen and fheriffs, 
who were fummoned for that purpofe before the 
faid council; and it being left to their option, 
whether they would fine for their tallage, or raife 
the {um required by a poll-tax, anda general af- 
feffment on their real and perfonal eftates, as in 
the other parts of the kingdom; they, having 
confulted the commonalty upon the queftion, gave 

2 for 
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A.D. for anfwer, That the city of London was exempt 
City pleads from taxes by their ancient rights and libertiesy 
9) exemption. confirmed by magna charta, on condition of pay- 

ne ing the king a certain annual fum for the fee-farm 

of the city, in lieu of all fervices, And prayed 
that the intended tallage might be poftponed tilk : 
the meeting of the approaching parliament. It 
was then propofed to defer the affefiment, as re- 
quefted, on condition the citizens would lend the | 
king 2000 marks: which not being complied with © 
by the Londoners, commiffioners were appointed — 
to meet at Guildball to affefs the faid tallage; ; 
which produced the defired effect. For the mayor, | 
‘Intimidat- 8c. were fo intimidated, that they propofed a loan’ ’ 
ed,, pay ae é ae 
zeosl. Of 1000]. on condition that the king would pre- — 
| vent the affefiment taking effect before the meet- } 
ing of the next parliament; which was granted by 
Jetters patents to the faid citizens, dated at Wind- 
for, on the 13th of February, in the fixth year 
of his reign. And on the fame day his majefty 
ifiued his command to the affeflors of the county 
of Oxford, forbidding them to cefs the citizens of ‘ 
London trading to Henley, and not inhabiting and — 
paying fcot and lot, among the inhabitants of — 
Flenley, to the tallage. . 
A.D. About the year 1314, a great part of St. Paul’s 
*3¥4+ {pire (made of timber, covered with lead) being 
weak, and in danger of falling, was taken down, 
and a new crofs, with a pommel well gilt; fet on 
the top thereof. In which crofg were depofited 
_ the reliques of divers faints by Gilbert de Segrave, — 
: then 


f 
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‘then bifhop of London, with a great and folemn nf D. 

proceffion, © on the 12th day of Ofoder. oe 
The price of provifions becoming exceffive dear Price of 

in London, the parliament, in the year 1314, took § tedunins 

the fame into their confideration, and fettled cheat 

_ in this form, to be fold in London, under the pe- 

nalty of forfeiting the goods, as appears by the 

king’s letter to the fheriffs of London. 


be |e d. 
The beft grafs-fed ox, alive, at 0160 
The beft grain-fed ox, at I 40 
The beft cow, at Oo 12 0 


The beft hog of two years old, at 0 
The beft fhorn mutton, at oa | 
The beft goofe, at o oO 
The beft capon, at Oo Oo 
The beft hen, at | 0/0. TS 
The beft chickens, two for oO 
The beft young pigeons, three for © o 
Twenty eggs, at o Oo 


The elections of fheriffs and mayor being fre- Elections 
quently difturbed by popular tumults, contrary nea 
to the ancient cuftom, and the right granted to 
the citizens to chufe thofe officers by the mayor, 
aldermen, and more difcreet perfons of the city, 
efpecially fummoned and warned for that purpofe; 
his majefty iffued out his commands, by way of 
proclamation, in the following letter, to prevent the 
like confufion. 

“« Edward, by the grace of God, &c. to the 
‘* mayor and acpitts of London, greeting. Where- 
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as, by the charters of our progenitors, kings 
of England, it was granted to our citizens of our 
city aforefaid, That they fhould chufe a mayor : 
and fheriffs from themfelves, when they would, - 
and prefent them, we not being at We cfiminflers 
to the treafurer and barons of our exchequer, 
and there to be admitted according to cuftom 5 
and fuch election by the mayor and aldermen, — 


and more difcreet perfons of, the faid city, e- ; 
-fpecially fummoned and warned for this pur- : 
“pofe, hath been accuftomed in former times: — 


and now we have underftood, that fome of the — 
popular and plebeian fort, making a confpiracy © 


among themfelves, caufing contentions, differs — 


ences, and innumerable mifchiefs, day and night, — 


- In the faid city, and making among them clan- 
deftine conventicles, in private places, and, be+ 
‘ing not called nor fummoned, do thruft and | 
mingle themfelves, of their own accord, into 
: fuch elections, and, by threatenings and cla- 


mours hindering the due making of fuch elec 


' tions, endeavour to chufe fuch as for time to ; 


come may favour their errors; that their wicks — 
ednefs, by defect of congruous government, — 
may pafs unpunifhed under diffimulation, by — 
fuch perfons fo elected, to the hurt of our crown 
and dignity, and to the fubverfion of the ftate — 


of the forefaid city, and the manifeft oppreffion. - 


of our citizens abiding in it: we, willing to 


provide for the quiet and tranquility of “thé ‘4 


people under us, as we are bound, and to meet — 
with fuch malice, COMMAND, firmly enjoining» 


“¢ you, 
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you, that, before the time of election of the 
mayor and fheriffs next to be chofen, ye caufe 
it to be publickly proclaimed through the whole 
city, atid firmly to be forbid, that none, unlefs 
he fhall beito this efpecially called or f{ummoned, 
or is bound thereto, come thither at the time, 
or intrude himfelf in making the election, nor 
hinder it any way, under pain of imprifonment; 
from which he may not efcape without our {pe- 
cial commiand: and that the forefaid eleétion be 
made by the aldermen; and the more difcreet 


and powerful citizens of the faid city, as in the 


fame it hath been anciently accuftomed to be 
done: taking notice for the future, that if ye 
fhall prefent any election, otherwife than is 
mentioned before, to the treafurer and barons 
of our exchequer aforefaid, we will by no means 
admit them. Witnefs, &c. Fuly 4, an. reg. 8. 

The king’s neceflity for money made him take 


advantage of the citizens, who having neglected 
to apply to parliament to prevent their being tal- 
laged at the king’s pleafure, appointed commiffion« 
ers to tax them; of which his majefty gave the 
fheriffs notice by a precept on the 24th of OZoder 
in the fame year, and another on the 6th of Novem- 


ber following. However the Londoners found means, ,.. 
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by a further loan of 600 marks to the crown, to to be ex- 
have the tallage again refpited: as appears by let- 
ters patent, bearing date the 16th of December, 
an. reg. 8, | | | 


7 


and peftilence. 


. 


The year 1316 was vifited with both fam 
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YY London, 


It began to be felr ‘ar firft in : 


empt from 
tallage. 
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No wheat 
to be malt- 
ed. 


Price of 
beér fixed 
by the 
mayor. 


Parents eat 
their child- 
ren. 


Regulation 
of provi- 
flons re- 
voked by 


4 
the king. 


Londoners 


pull down 
the tower 
_ wall. 


Pay 1000 
marks. 


Privitegé 
of "garyelet, 
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London, in the want of corn for bread; which 
{carcity being attributed to the great. quantities © 
of.wheat. malted: in London, it was enacted by 
parliament, that thenceforth no wheat, fhonld. be 


made,into malt: and an order was »publifhed by — 


the mayor for carrying that act into execution, 
and for regulating the price of ftrong drink, within 
his jurifdition. But corn continued to advance to 


41. the quarter: which brought on fach a famine, 


that parents were accufed of eating their own child~ 


\ 
Z 


ren, Or any thing they could come at;, and male- ° 


factors at. one another in prifon: and, this. was 
followed. by, fuch a peftilence, and mortality, og 
the living. were fearce, fufficient to bury. the dead. 


It asia been.reprefented unto the king,. that - 


the athindnes for regulating the price of provifions, 
laft year, by the mayor, &c. was of a very pere 
nicious confequence,, and-had + prevented the coun* 
5, people’s fupplying the city with, the neceflaries 

i life, his. majefty, then, at. Lincoln, revoked, the 
iid ordinance- by a brief, directed to. the. fherifs: 
ot Lenden, on the 20th of E ELrUary, AN. FEZ. Qe | 


* 


King Henry II. having caft up a mud wall, 


without the tower, and within. the city wall,»to! 
the great injury. of the city, the Londoners, with- 
out applying to the crown. for redrefs, did, this, 


year, deftroy it... Of which the king availed hin! 


felf, to raife a thoufand marks, alia he obliged’ 
the citizens to pay for.theirindifcretion, next years 


But, at the fame time, they were {weetened with, - 


a new privilege, which empowered the freeholders 


‘In Landon to recover their. rents (by a writ of ga-. 


vel, 


ee re 
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velet5 and, in default thereof, the lands in de- 
meine. 
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The. city magiftrates were at this time fo fa- Tyranny 


voured by the court, to. whom. they were entirely 
devoted, that they. not only,affumed. a fole right 
to. appoint.officers, and'to continue their mayor 
tor divers years, Fobu Wingrave, who, was \then 
mayor, continuing three years; but they laid arbi- 
trary taxes on sheis fellow-citizens,: favoured them- 
felves) in all affefiments, and otherwife oppreffed 
the commonalty. , Of which the freemen, having 

frequently complained to the judges itinerant, in 
the tower without redrefs; proceeded with, fuch 
{pirit againft their arbitrary magiftrates, that they 


of the city 


magifrates 


Obdljiged by 
the ptople 
to fubmit 


compelled them to fubmit to the following con. te certain 


ftitutions, rather than. to fall an,entire prey to the 
crown; and they unanimoufly joined. to obtain th e 
royal confirmation of the fame, as will more > fully 
appear by. this tranfcript. . 


= 


For’ the citizens of London, concerning new articles 
‘then made to be obferved. 


‘The king, to all whom &c.. greeting. 


‘* Know ye, that whereas our beloved and faith- 


«* ful the mayor and aldermen, and other Citizens 
‘© of our city of Lezdon, had lately ordained and 
“ appointed among themfelves, for the bettering 
“ of the fame city, and for the common benefit 
* of fuch as dwell, in that city, and refort to the 
ce fame, certain things to be in the fame city per- 
** petually obferved and had, inftantly befeeched, 
** that we would take care to accept and confirm 
“ the fame: | 
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covenants. 


Record, 
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Articles of 
agreement 
tor the 
compofing 
differences 
in ihe city. 
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«© We, having feen ceftairi letters, patentwife; 
figned with the common feal of that city, and 
the feal of the office of the mayoralty of that 


‘ city, upon the premifes, and to us exhibited, 


have caufed certain articles to be chofen out of 
the forefaid letters, and caufed them in fome 


‘things to be correéted, as they are underneath | 


inferted, viz. 
“¢ yr. That the mayor and fheriffs of the fame — 
city be elected by the citizens of the faid city, — 
according to the tenor of the charters of our _ 
progenitors, heretofore kings of England, made 
to them thence, and no otherwife. 
‘© 2, That the mayor remain only one “year 
together in his mayoralty. 1a 
“« 3. That the fheriffs have but two qe and. 
two ferjeants; and that they take fuch, for which 
they will anfwer. 

“¢ 4. That the mayor have no ities office be- 


longing to the city, but the office of mayor- — 
ete ; nor to draw to himfelf the fheriffs plea in — 


the chamber of London, nor hold other pleas 
than thofe the mayor, according to ancient cuf- 
tom, ought to hold. — | 3 

‘© ¢. That the aldermen be removed from year 


to year, on St. Gregory’s day, and not re-elected s 


and others chofen by the fame wards. | 
“© 6, That tallages or aids henceforth to be. 


‘affeffed for the king’s bufinefs, or for the ftate 


and benefit of Air city, after they fhall be af- 
feffed by the men of the wards elected and de- 


puted for this, be not increafed or heightened 
os; « but 
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but by the common confent of the mayor and 
commonalty. And that the money coming 
from thefe tallages and aids be delivered into 
the cuftody of four honeft men, commoners of 
the city, to be chofen by the commonalty, to 
be further delivered by the teftimony of the 
faid four men; fo that they may inform the 
commonalty to what profit, and for what ufes, 
thofe monies go. 

«<>, That no ftranger be admitted into the 
freedom of the city in the hufting, and that 
no inhabitant, and efpecially Engi/> merchant, 
of fome myftery or trade, be admitted into the 
freedom of the city, unlefs by furety of fix 
honeft and fufficient men of that myftery or 
trade he fhall be of, who is fo to be admitted 
into the freedom; which fix men may under- 
take for him, of keeping the city indemnified 
in that behalf. And that the fame form of furety 
be obferved of ftrangers to be admitted into the 
freedom in the hufting, if they be of any cer- 
tain myftery or trade. And if they are not 


of fome certain myftery, then that they be not 


admitted into the freedom, without the affent 
of the commonalty. And that they, who have 
been taken into the freedom of the city (fince 
we undertook the government of our realm) 
contrary to the forms prefcribed; and they who 


have gone contrary to their oath ¢ in this be- 
“© half 


3 ? 


© The cath of every freeman of the city of London. 


© Ye fhall {wear, that ye fhall be good and true to our 


sf 


fovereign lord King 


P 3 ‘s fhall 


; obeyfant and obedient ye 
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half,°or contrary to the ftate of. the’ city, and 
are thereof lawfully convicted, lofe the freedom 
of the faid city. None IN 

“ Savitif “always that, concerning apprentices, 


* the ancient manner and form of the. faid city 
. be obferved. 


‘© 8. That each year in the fame city, as often - 


as need fhall be, inquiry be made, if any of the — 


fhall be to the mayor and minifters of this city. The fran- 
chifes and cuftoms thereof ye fhall maintain, and this city 
keep harmlefs in that that in you is. Ye fhall be contributary 


to all manner of charges within this city, as fummons, 
‘watches, contributions, taxes, tallages, lot and fcot, and 


tq all other charges; bearing your part as a freeman ought | 
todg. Ye fhall colour no foreign goods, under or in your 
name, whereby the king or this city might or may lofe their 


‘euftoms or advantages. Ye thall Know no foreigner to’buy 
or fel] any merchandize with any: other foreigner within this 


city or franchife thereof, but.ye’fhall warn the chamberlain » 
thereof, or fome minifter of the chamber. Y¥ e fhall: implead . 

or fue no freeman gut of this city, whilft e may have 
right and law within the fame city. Ye fhail take no ap- 
inane but if he be freeborn, that is to fay, no bond- | 


‘ man’s fon, nor the child of.any alien; and for no lefs term 
‘ than for. feven years,; without fraud. or deceit: and within 
‘ the fir year ye fhall canfe him to,be enrolled, or elfe pay. 


fuch fine as fhall be reafonably impofed upon you for omit- 
ting the fame. And after his term’s end, within convenient, 


‘ time (being required) ye fhall make him ‘free of ‘this city, 
«if he have well and truly ferved you. Ye fhall alfo keep 
othe king’s peace in your own perfon. Ye shall know no 


gatherings, conventicles, nor con{piracies made againit the. 
king’s peace, but ye fhall warn the mayor thereof, of fet it 
to your power. All thefe points and articles ye fhall well 
and truly keep, according to the laws and cuftoms of this 
city, to 5 io power. a God ‘you ype God faye the | 


“king.” 
a aes frees 
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“ freedom of the fame city exercife merchandizes 
* in the city, of the goods of others not of the 
«« fame freedom, by calling thofe goods their own, 
** contrary to their oath, and contrary to the free- 
<< dom of the faid city; and they that are law- 
“* fully conviéted thereof, to lofe the freedom of 
“* the faid city. < th 

fg. That all and every one being in the li- 
“ berty of the faidicity, and that would enjoy 
“the liberties and free cuftoms of the faid city, 
** be in fcot and lot, and partake of all bur- 
** dens for maintaining the ftate of the faid city, 
** and the freedom thereof, according to the oath 
« theyshave taken, when they were admitted into 
* their freedom; and whofo will not, to lofe his 
** freedom. 

*© 10. And that all and every one, being of the 
* freedom of the city, and living without the city, 
“ and that, either by themfelves or by their 
“ fervants, exercife their merchandizes within the 


“ city, be in’ lot‘and feot with the commoners of 


« the faid city, for their merchandizes, or elfe to 
«© be removed from their freedom. > 
pq. And that thécommon feal of the city 
“‘femain in the ‘cuftody of two ‘aldermen and 
** two others commoners, to’be chofen for this 
*¢ purpofe by thecommoners:: and that that feal 
¢-be: not ‘denied, neither to poor nor ‘rich com- 
- moners, when they? fhall need «it;):yet fo that 
“* they reafonably provevthe caufe of their de- 
* mand: and that for the putting to of the feal 
** nothing be taken.» And that the giving of 
- ; P 4 “© judg- 
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judgments in the courts of the city, and efpe- 
cially .after, the verdicts of inquifition taken, 


in cafes: where inquifitions have been’ taken, 
‘be not deferred,; unlefs difficulty intervene. 


And if difficulty intervene by reafon of this, 


+ giving judgment fhall not be put off beyond 


the third court. | 


. “© g2, That weights and feales af merchandizes 
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to be weighed between merchants and merchant, 
the iffues coming of which belong tothe com> 
monalty of the faid city, remain in the cuftody 


of honeft and fufficient men of the fame city, 


expert in that office, and as yet to be chofen 
by the. commonalty, to be kept at the will 
of the fame commonalty; and that they be by — 


* no means committed to others than thofe fo - 
* to be chofen. 


“13. That the fheriffs for a time beige com- 


mit toll, and other cuftoms belonging to their 
farm, and. other publick offices belonging to 
them, .and, to be exercifed by others, to fuffi- — 
cient men, for whom they will anfwer, and not | 


* commit them.to others, And if any deputed 


by the faid theriffs to any of the aforefaid offices, 
take undue cuftom, or carry himfelf otherwife — 


jin that office than. he ought, and. is thereupon 


convicted) at) the fuit of the complainant, let 


{him be remoyed from: that office, and punithed 


according to his demerits. 


14. Merchants, who are not of the freedom 
* of the city, not to/fell, by retail, wines or other 
‘ wares, within the city or fuburbs, 
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© g5, That there be no brokers hereafter in A. D. 


the city of any merchandizes, unlefs elected 
to this by merchants of the myfteries, in which 
the brokers themfelves may have to exercife 
their offices; and at leaft of this to make oath 
before the mayor. 

«© 16. That the common harbourers i in the city 
and fuburbs, although they are not of the free- 
dom of the fame, be partakers of the contin- 
gent burdens for maintaining the faid city, 
according to the ftate of it, as long as they 
fhall be fo common harbourers, as other like 
dwellers in the city and fuburbs fhall partake, 
on the accoynt of thofe dweilings, Saving 
always, that the merchants of Ga/coign, and 
other foreigners, may, one with another, in- 
habit and be harboured in the faid city, as 
hitherto they have accuftomed to do. 

“<-47, That the keeping the bridge of the faid 
city, and the rents and profits belonging to that 
bridge, be committed, to be kept, 'to two honeft 
and fufficient men of the city, other than the 
aldermen, to be chofen to this by the common- 
alty, at the will of the faid commonalty, and 
not to others; and who may anfwer thereupon 
to the faid commonalty. 

© 78. That no ferjeant of the chamber of Guy!- 
bald take fee of the commonalty of the city, 
or do execution, unlefs one chofen for this by 
the commonalty of the city; and that the 
chamberlain, common clerk, and common fer- 
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“« fame city. | : 

‘19. And that the mayor and ridebedérseant 
** the forefaid chamberlain and. common clerk, 
“* be content with their fees anciently appointed 


: and be removed according to the will of the 


*¢ and paid on account of their-offices, and not take _ 


** other fees for the abovefaid officés. 


~S© 20.) That the goods of the aldermen, in aid8} 


**.tallages, and other contributions, concerning 


o 
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.in which thofe: aldermen abide, as the goods 
S° of other citizens, by the faid wards, sn 
_.*© Which articles, as they are above exprefied, 


' 


the faid city, be taxed by the men of the wards, 


*“and the matters contained in the fame; owe — 
‘* accept, approve, and ratify, and we yield’ and 
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grant them, for us and our heirs,.as much as 


** in-us is, tathe forefaid citizens, their heirs and — 
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be obferved perpetually *, 


o 
- 


* to the, mayor, Md heer and citizens. at:theit 
requeft, have granted to them, for us: and ‘our 


a9 
ao 


“heirs, that the mayor, aldermen, citizens, and | 
commonalty of the commoners:of the city,cand — 
_ their heirs and fucceffors,. for the-neceffities’and — 
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‘* profits of the fame city, may, among thenit 
** felves, of their common :affent; ales. tallages 
upon their own goods within that.city, as well 


le 
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KS Théfe articles were afterwards added to the city charters 
and confirmed by King Rich. II. in parliament, an: reg. 3. 


§¢ upon 


fucceffors in the aforefaid city and fuburbs,, for | 
“* the common profit of thofe that inhabit therein, — 
and refort thither, to obtain the. An end. to 
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*¢ upon the rents as other things, and as’ well ye i 
318. 


© ypon the myfteries as any other way, as they 
<< {hall fee expedient, and levy them, without m- 
*¢ curring the danger of us or our heirs, or our 
*€ minifter whomfoever. And that the money 
«© coming from fuch tallages remain in the cuftody 
© of four honeft and lawful men of the faid city, 
* to be chofen to this by the commonalty, and 
«© be laid out, of their cuftody, for the neceffities 
_*© and profits of the faid city, and not otherwife. 
« Jn witnefs whereof, €?c. “Witnefs the king, at 
“ York, the eighth day of une.” 

The king fummoned:a parliament to meet him London 
at York, this fame year, and directed his writ to re “A 
the fheriffs of London to chufe two of their fellow- bye Srey 
citizens to reprefent the city in that great council in parlia~ 
of the nation, A, D. 1318. But we fee, by the" 
yeturn ® of the city members at this election, that 
the aldermen, ‘theriffs, and the whole community 
of the city, did chufe three reprefentatives, and Chofe three 
eave thofe three, or two of them; full and fufh- 
cient power to do what fhould be ordained in the 
forefaid parliament by common advice. And in 
this parliament it was enacted, that London fhould 
provide and furnifh 200 men, to oppofe the in- obliged to 
curfions and devaftations.made by the Scots, who Sati 
penetrated~as far’ as York and Lancafter,; which, 
being five times the number that was fent by any 
ether city, is a criterion of the opulency of the 
metropolis in this age. | fokeniscts 


s Dated at London, on the 16th of O@eber, in the twelfth 
papof Edward ll, 
1 The 
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A.D: The pope’s nuncio complaining to the treafurer 
as ee and barons of the exchequer of divers outrages, 
age robberies, murders, and particularly of an infule 
nuncio, offered to. a Lombard, &c. in St. Paul’s church, 

on Midfummer day, at evening prayer, by four or 

five hundred armed populace, the mayor and alder- 
men were ordered to attend the treafurer, barons, 
and council; were feverely reprimanded, and ore 
dered, upon pain of forfeiting the city charter, 
to enquire into the faid riot, and to bring to exem- 

plary punithment the ringleaders thereaf againit a 

time appointed,’ which. they punctually obeyed. 
» But the magiftrates {till continuing their oppref- 

fions; in difregard of the articles of agreement 
made: between them and the freemen, and con 
City griev- firmed by the king, as exemplified above; the 
ances! freemen prefented fuch a lift of grievances, in the 
A.D, year 1319, to the juftices itinerant and the lord 
431%  treafurer fitting in the tower, that muft have drawn 
. upon, the ¢ity a forfeiture of their liberties; and | 
fine and imprifonment upon the offenders, had not 
the king’s affairs at this jun@ure made it more 
advifeable to engage the affection and aid of the 
Londoners againft the encroachments and treafon 
of the barons. Sir Fobn Gifors, late lord-mayor, — 
and divers other principal citizens, fummoned ta 
attend the faid juftices, and perfonally ta antwer 
to the accufations laid againft them, being con- 
{cious of guilt, fied from juftice, and fkreened | 
themfelves under the iniquity of ‘the times, in.the 


year eg2y. Sat ah 
The 
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» ‘The king’ had brought upon him the refentiment 
of the barons, by inglorioufly giving up his toyal 
will and conduét to the direction and will of his 
favourites the two Spenférs, father and fon. And 
matters were brought to fuch an iffue, that a par- 
liament was fumimoned on this occafion to meet 
at London; to which the nobility repaired with 
fach a train of armed men, that their attendants 
compofed a very confiderable army, who took up 
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their quarters in the fuburbs, This obliged the city oblig- 


mayor to take the greateft precaution for the fafety 
of the city; who appointed 1000 citizens, com- 
pletely armed, to guard the gates and walls from 
four o’clock in the morning to fix in the evening; 
and 1000 more armed men to relieve them, and 
to watch all night: befides two aldermen and their 
attendants, who patrolled the ftreets by night to 


ed te arm, 


keep the night-watch ftri€tly to their duty. The Gates hut, 


gates of the city were alfo fhut at nine at night, 


and not opened till feven in the morning. And — 


thus the Londoners preferved the peace of the city, 
and fecured it againft any furprize, till they were 
permitted by his majefty to receive the barons and 
their army within their walls; when he ratified 
the aét of parliament for the Hae ad banifhment 
of his favourites the Spencers. 


This behaviour of the Londoners pitta ereat 


confidence in their fidelity with the king, who 
foon after had a provocation from the Lancaftrian 
faction to put it to trial. The governor of the 
caftle of Leeds in Kent having denied the queen a 


lodging in that caftle, his majefty, looking upon 
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this as an aét of rebellion, raifed a confiderablée 
army, confifting chiefly of Londoners, to revenge 
the indignity offered to his royal confort; and the 
governor being fummoned. by the king, at the 
head of this army, to furrender, and perfifting in 
the defence thereof, it was befieged in form, and 
obliged to furrender at difcretion,. Therefore the 
king, in token of his regard for thefe fervices, 
immediately granted them the following charter : 
“© Edward, by the grace of God;: &c.. greeting, 
‘© Know ye, That whereas the mayor and the 
** good men of the city of London have, of late, 
“* thankfully done us aid of armed footmen at 
“* our caftle of: Leeds in the county of Kent; and 
“‘ alfo.aid of like armed men now. going with us _ 
“* through divers. parts of our. realm for divers 
i ile We, willing to provide for the indem- 
‘* nity of the faid mayor and good men of our city ° 
** of London in this behalf, have granted to.them, 
“* for us and-our heirs, that the {aid aids, to us fo. 
“ thankfully done, fhall not be prejudicial to the 
“* faid mayor. and-the good men, their heirs and 
** fucceffors ; nor fhall they be drawn into con-_ 
« fequent ha time to come. In witnefs whereof 
‘* we have caufed thefe our letters to be made _ 
“* patents. _Witnefs myfelf at Asenaiiaey the 
“rath Of December, an. teg. ts.” And, in re-— 


a 


[al 


turn, the citizens gave Edward 2000 marks to- 


wards the fupport of the war with Scotland, “ 
However this good underftanding did not long 
fubfift between the court and thecity. The barons 
being’ defeated, the earl. of Lancaffer beheaded, 
and 
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and the favourite Spencers recalled from banifh= A.D. 
ment, his majefty in want of money,:and the dif- sd 
{entions {till continuing among theicitizens on the 

footing of the laft prefentment, before the juftices 
itinerant, the king, made ,it a pretext to feize the Liberties 
city liberties. into his hands, to.extort from.the ‘ae be 
Londoners the fam’ of 2000 marks more) for their torted. 
redemption, in the year 1322. And, in, the year Arbitrary 

1326, Edward, in, defiance of, his, own, charter, eng Ge 
fo lately granted, compelled the citizens of London A.D.» 
to fupply him with,100. mem at arms,»to be main- 4279. ‘ 
tained at their own.expence, and to march where- 
ever commanded; in order to defeat the prepara- 
tions then making. by his queen; who had fled to 
France; and by the earl of Haynault, to invade 
England, and to take vengeance on the king’s 
fayourites. . He alfo.demanded a fum of money... 

_ The Londoners, refenting fuch an open violation, How re- 
of the royal grant,.and hearing that the queer: ey 
was landed, fent this anfwer, ‘* That they would 
“© at all times revere their fovereign lord the king, 

“* the queen, and the prince their fon, the in- 

“<< dubirable heir of the crown; and fhut their gates 
“« againft, and, to the utmoft of their power, 
 refift all foreioners and traicors:, but that they 
‘* were not willing to march out to fight; unlefs, 

“ according to their ancient privileges, they could 
“© yeturn home the fame day before fun-fet.” 

Provoked with this refulal, che:king committed, Provoke 
the cuftody of the city tod/“alter Stapleton, bithop oe 
of Exeter, placed his) fon; Fobn of, Eltham inthe 
tower, and departed to the weft, to raife an army. 

beatint I In 


ies 


al 
Bs 
- 
Fv 
¢ 
\ 


224, History and Surve®, of 


A.D. In whofe abfence the queen applied to the London- 
"3° ers for their {peedy and powerful affiftance, to 
ic, * reduce and punifh the oppreffors of the nation. 
Her letters, wrote in a moft pathetic manner, 
were ftuck up on the crofs in Cheapfde, and in 
other parts of the city. ‘The bifhop of Exeter 
demanded of the mayor the keys of the city. 
The populace, fufpecting fome bad defign between — 
them, feized the mayor, and compelled him, ‘at 
London the peril of his life, to obey theit orders; and en= 
Sate tered into a ftrict and folemn confederacy to deftroy . 
partys the queen’s enemties of all degrees, wherever to 
| be found. , 
Marthall © The firft objeét of their vengeance was Fobu 
beheaded» Atay /pall, a domettic of Spencer, jun. whofe head: 
they cut off without ceremony. They then march- 
ed in purfuit of Walter Stapleton, the bifhop of 
Exeter, and the king’s cuftos of the city; fet fire 
to his gates, entered his palace, and carried off all 
his plate, jewels, and houfhold goods: overtook 
him at the north door of S§¢. Paul’s cathedral, 
flying thither for fanctuary, difmounted him, beat 
him in a very cruel and inhuman manner, drag- 
ged him into Cheapfide, where they proclaimed — 
Bihhop of him a traitor, then cut-off his head, and the headé¢ 
‘eo of two of his domeftics, and; drawing their 
bodies from the place of execution, they buried 
them in the rubbifh of a tower, which the bifhop 
was erecting near the Thames, becaufe the bifhop 
had made himfelf very officious in perfuading the 
council that the itinerant judges might fit in the 
city; by whofe inquifitions the citizens had been 
. found 
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found guilty of divers malverfations, and fuffered A.D. 
_ greatly by fires and imprifonment. 1S 
Next day, the mob having met with Sir Sobn Sieze upon 
de Wefton, conftable of the tower of London, ob- aia 
liged him to deliver up the keys and poffeffion of 
that fortrefs to them. They dilcharged the ftate 
prifoners, and all the king’s officers; appointed 
Fobn of Eltham, the king*s fecond fon, guardian 
of the city and kingdom, with proper officers 
under him. Soon after Robert Baldock, the chan- 
cellor,; to whom moft of the miferies of the king- 
dom were imputed, being brought prifoner to 
London from Hereford, and lodged in the bifhap’s 
prifon, the populace dragged him thence to New- 
gate, and beat him in the way fo unmercifully, 
that he died of his bruifes. 
The gueen’s party grew fo ftrong, that the King Ed- 
king fled into Wales to hide himfelf. But he was ¢2'e* 


fcapes into 
difcovered by the earl of Lancaf er and made pris Wales: 
foner. The queen and her fon Adward, attended aS a 
by many of the nobility and prelates, was re- 
ceived with ereat joy into London, where a par- “Abdicates; 
liament being convened, they obliged the captive 
king to refign the crown to his fon Edward; ‘ 


A. D. 1327: 


List of Mayors in the reign of King Edward I]. 
In the rft year Sir Fob Blunt. 


2 Nicholas Faringdon. ‘hb 
3 Thomas Romaine. 
4. Richard Reffan. 
- 5 » Sir Fobn Gyors. 
pevor. I. ) Sc in 
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In the 6th year Sir Fobn Gyfors. 
4 |. Nicholas Faringdon. Lec ad 
18 1 Sir Fobu Gy/fors. 
9 Stephen Abingdon. 
10 Fobn Wingrave. 
LI Fobn Wingrave. 
12.) Fobn Wingrave. 
13. . Hammond Chickwel, © 
“14 Nicholas Faringdon. 
15 Hammond Chickwel. 
16 Hammond Chickwel. 
| Nicholas Faringdon. 
18 Hammond Chickwel. 
9g Hammond Chickwel. - 
Bash Richard Briton, or Britains 
Pe OEP A De ava 


King Edward II's fox Charters. Southwark graut-. 


i 


ed to London. Dangerous Riots. Adulterated.— 


Wines examined. Laws againft Weapons, Re- 


grating, Foreftalling, Fc. Prices of Provifions, — 
Method of Taxation in the City. Fifomongers and — 


Skinners quarrel. Remarkable Canons. Order of 
Knighthood impofed and rejected. Eleétion of Mayor 
regulated. Fine for an Alderman not ferving. 
Famine and Plague. Common Burial-grounds. 


jitted out by London. Orders about Slaughter- 
houfes. Sumptuous Feaft. Right of Landlords 


to Fixtures. . Praétice of archery commanded. 


Charter- 


- Lord Mayor, when fo titled. Entry of the Black — 
Prince. Confirmation of City-Pleas. Great Fleet — 


— 


\ 
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Charter-houfe founded. Sir Walter Manny. A.D. 
Petition againft Foreigners. Ordinances againft a 
Ufurers. Price of Wines regulated by the Lord 
Mayor: A public Mak. John Wickliff cited, 
€Fc. Its Confequences in the City. Magifirates 
punifhed. Lift of Mayors. And many other Par- 

* ticulars, to the Acceffion of King Richard I. 


HESE fervices were gratefully acknow- K. Edw. 
- ledged by King, Edward Il. who, with Teen 
confent of parliament, granted the following conent of 
charter to the citizens of London, immediately 
upon his acceffion to the throne. ie 
“ Edward, by the grace of God, king of 
<< England, lord of Ireland, and duke of Aquitain; 
«© To his archbifhops, bifhops, abbots, priors, 
“¢ earls, barons, juftices, fheriffs,. rulers, mini- 
«* fters, and other his bailiffs, and faithful fub- 
** jets, greeting. Know ye, that we, for the 
** bettering of our city of London, and for the 
«¢ good and lawful fervice which our well-beloved 
«© mayor, aldermen, and commonalty of the 
** faid city, heretofore have often done to us and 
‘© our progenitors, with the affent of our fore- 
«© faidearls, barons, and all the commonalty of 
«* our realm, being called to this our prefent par- 
“ liament at Weftminfter, have granted, and by 
-“¢ this our charter, for us and our heirs, confirm- 
ed to the citizens of our aforefaid city, the li- 
** berties hereunder written, to have and to hold 
* them, and their heirs and fucceffors, for ever. 
s¢ Firft, Whereas in the. great charter of the li- 
Q.2 ss iberties 9)! 
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berties of England, it is contained, .that the 4 
city of London may have all their ancient liber- 
ties and cuftoms; and the fame citizens, at 
the time of the making the charter, from the 
time of St. Edward, kiné and confeffor, and 
William the Conqueror, and of other our pro-. 
cenitors, had divers liberties and cuftoms, as 
well by the charters of thofe our progenitors, 
as without charters, by ancient cuftom; where- 
-upon in divers the circuits, and other the 
courts of our faid. progenitors, as well by — 
judgments as by ftatutes were invaded, and — 
fome of them adjudged: We will and grant, — 
for us and our heirs, that they may have the — 
liberties according to the form of the abovefaid 
ereat charter: and that ithpediments and — 
‘ ufurpations to them in that behalf made, fhaly — 
‘be revoked and annulled. We have further 
granted, for us and our heirs, to the faid citi- — 
zens, their heirs and fucceffors, aforefaid, that — 
the mayor of the aforefaid city, which for the 
‘time fhall be, fhall be one of the juftices to be ~ 
affigned of the goal- delivery of Newgate, and — 
be named in every commiffion thereof to be - 
‘made: and that the faid citizens may have 
infang- ae and outfang-theft', and chattels 
of felons *, of all thofe that fhall he adjudged ~ 

+" before @ 


bA Liberty granted to lords of manors to try and judge any 


> ‘thief taken in their fee. 


i Ts a like liberty for any thief taken out of their fee. 
* See Holling hed, 343, that by this charter the king grant- 


ed that the franchifes of the city fhouild net thenceforth be 


fcized 
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«‘ before them within the liberties of the faid A.D. 
“¢ city, and of being of the liberty aforefaid, at eke 
* the aforefaid goal to be adjudged. And where- Sheviff- 
as alfo, by the charters of our progenitors, it wa sl 
$* was granted to the fame citizens, that they #7) 
“ fhould hold the fheriffwick of Louden and Mid- 
 dlefex, for 3001. yearly, to be paid at our ex- 
«© chequer; and they are charged with the pay- 
* ment of 400]. yearly, every year to be paid 
~** at our exchequer, for the fheriffwicks, contrary 
“to the form of the faid charter: We will and 
© orant, for us and our heirs, that the faid citi- 
«¢ zens, their heirs and fucceffors, may henceforth 
*¢ the faid fheriffwick hold for 300]. to be yearly 
“<tnaid at our exchequer, according to the tenor 
«© of the aforefaid charters; and that they be 
“ from henceforth acquitted of the faid 100], 
«© Furthermore we have granted, for us and our 
‘¢ heirs, to the faid citizens, that they, their heirs 
“ and fucceflors, may bequeath their tenements 
«¢ within the limits of the aforefaid city, as well 
<< in mortmain', as in other manner, as of ancient Mortinain. 
«¢ time they have been accuflomed to do. And 
«© whereas, in a certain charter of the Lord £d- 
© qward, late king of England, our father, to the 
‘© faid citizens made, amonegft other things, it is 
* contained, that the fheriffs of the faid city, as Amercia- 


ments of 
: fheriffs. 
feized unto the king’s hands for any caufe, but only for treafon 


and rebellion, fhewed by the whole city. 

1 An alienation of lands and tenements to any guild, cor- 
poration, or fraternity, and their fucceflors, which might not 
be done without the king’s licence. | 
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often as they fhall happen to be amerced for any 


offence in the faid court, fhall be amerced ac- 
cording to the meafure and quantity of their 
offence, as other the fheriffs of our realm were 
wont to be amerced for like offences: and as” 
the theriffs of the aforefaid city, after the mak~ 


‘ ing of that charter, were otherwife amerced for . 


the efcape of thieves, than other fheriffs were © 
on this fide Trent for fuch like efcapes, are 
armerced only, as? it: is,daid. 1008. We will | 
and grant, for us and our heirs, that the fheriff 
of the fame city, which for the time fhall be, , 
in no wife be amerced or charged for the efcape 

of thieves, in any other wife than as other the 

fheriffs on this fide Trent: and that the afore-~ 


faid citizens fhall not be charged for the cu-— 


ftody of thofe that fly to the churches within — 
the aforefaid liberty for to have immunities, 

otherwife than of old hath been accuftomed to 
be charged, any thing in the laft circuit at the 


tower of London made -or adjudged notwith-— 


ftanding. And that the faid citizens may re-_ 
move and take away all the wears in the waters © 
of the Thames and Medway; alfo may have 
the punifhments thereof tous belonging. And | 
we will and command ftreightly, that all mer- 

chants ftrangers coming to England, thall fell 
their wares and merchandizes within 40 days 
after their coming thither: and fhall continue 
and board with free-hofts of the faid city, and — 


‘ other the cities and towns in England, without. 
f any | hautholds or focieties by them to be kepr, - 
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And elfe we will and grant, for us and our A. D. 

heirs, that the marfhal, fteward, or clerk of pane 

the market, of our houfhold, may not from themarket. 

henceforth fit within the liberty of the aforefaid 

city, nor exercife any office there, nor any way 

draw any citizens of the faid city to plead 

without the liberties of the faid city, of any 

thing to happen within .the liberties of the 

fame. And that no efcheator, or officer, may 

from henceforth exercife the office of the 

efcheator™, within the liberties of the faid 

city: but that the mayor of the faid city, for Mayor to 

the time being, may do the office of the es tales 

cfcheator within the faid liberty; fo as always 

that he take his oath that he exercife the faid 

office, and that he anfwer thereof to us and 

our heirs ashe ought todo. And that the faid Not to 

citizens, from henceforth, fhall not be com- hk ot cue 

pelled to go or to fend to war, out of the faid “'” 

city. And that the conftable of the tower of Exemption 
: #3 | from thé 

London, for the time being, fhall not make conitable 

any prizes, by land or by water, of any vic- ee 

tuals, or other thing whatfoever, of the men 

of the faid city, or going thence: neither 

fhall or may arreft, or caufe to be arrefted, the 

fhips or boats bringing victuals or other like 

goods to or from the faid city. And foraf- 

much as the citizens, in all good fairs of Exg- 


land, were wont to have among themfelves © 


m An officer who looked after the lands or profits that fell 


to the king within his manor, either by forfeiture or death: 
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keepers to hold the pleas touching the citizens 
of the faid city, aflembling themfelves at the — 
faid fairs: we will and grant, as much as inus — 


is, that the faid citizens may have fuch like 
keepers, to hold fuch pleas of their covenants, 


as of ancient time they had, (except the pleas 


of the land and of the crown). Furthermore, 
we grant, for us and our heirs, that the theriffs 
of the faid city, for the time being, fhall not 


_be compelled to take any oath at ourexchequer, 


but upon yielding up of their accounts, And 
whereas the faid citizens, in the circuit of 
Henry Stanton, and fellow-juftices of the Lord 
Edward, \ate king of England, our father, laft 
circuit at the tower of London, were compelled, 
contrary to their ancient cuftoms, to claim 
their liberties and free-cuftoms, and thereupon 


did claim divers liberties, by the charters of 


our faid progenitors, and of other their liber. 


ties and free-cuftoms of old ufe. and cuftom; d 


which faid claims do'as yet hang before us un- 


decided: We will and grant, for us and our 


heirs, that the fame citizens, their heirs and . 


facceffors, may have the liberties and free-cu- 
ftioms, and may ufe them as of old time they 
were wont; and that they may record their {aid 


liberties and free-cyftoms, before us, our ju- 
“ftices, and other minifters whatfoever, in fuch 
fort as they were wont to do before the faid- 


circuit ; notwithftanding that the faid citizens in 
the faid circuit were impeached upon fome like 
record and liberties, and free-cuftoms, afore- 
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faid; and alfo notwithftanding any ftatutes or A. D. 
judgments made or publifhed to the contrary : ee 
and ehat to the allowance of their charters, 

to be had before us in our exchequer, and other 

pleas whatfoever, one writ fhall fuffice in all 

pleas for every king’s time: and that no Summons 
fummons, attachment, or executions, be made ony ne 
by any of the officers of us or our heirs, by nate | 
writ or without writ, within the liberty of the 

faid city, but only by minifters of the faid 

city: and that the fheriffs of the fame CIty Sheriffs to 
(which fhall be toward the aid of the fame of p2¥° for, 
the faid city) may lawfully have the forfeiture victuals, 
of victuals, and other things and merchandizes, 
according to the tenor of the charter thereof 

made to the faid citizens, and fhall not be de- | 

barred thereof hereafter, contrary to the tenor 

of the fame charters: and that the fame citi- 

zens, in the ‘circuits of the juftices, from 
henceforth fitting at the tower of London, 


fhall be guided by the fame laws and cuftoms, To be 
guided by 


; whereby they were guided in the circuits holden ‘he laws of 
in the time of Lord Fobn and Henry, fometimes #176 John 


pat : King 
kings of England, and others our progenitors Henry, 


and if any thing in the laft circuit was done or 
attempted, contrary to their liberties and free- 


¢ cuftoms, we wil] they be not prejudicial unto 


them, but that they may be guided as of old. 
time they were. We have alfo granted, for us 
and our heirs, that the fame citizens from 
henceforth, in and towards fubfidies, grants and 

| 4° con- 


234 
A.D. -« 
1 aA 
Manner of. 
taxing." $¢ 


i ce 
Liberties ¢¢ 
not tobe. 
forfeited © %® 
for perfo-  ¢, 


nal tref- 
pafles. 14 


Purveyors ¢¢ 
not to in- 
terrupt the 
fale of citi- ¢, 
acns goods. 


History and Survey of 


contributions whatfoever, to be made to the 
ufe of us or our heirs, fhall be taxed and con-— 


tributary with the commonalty of our realm, 


as common perfons, and not as men of the 
city; and that they be quit of all other tal- 
Jages; and that the liberty of the faid city” 
fhall not be taken into the hands of us or our. 
heirs for any perfonal trefpafs or judgment of 
any minifter of the faid city: neither fhall a 
keeper in the faid city for that occafion be de- 
puted, but the fame minitter thall be punifhed 
according to the quality of his offence: and 
that no purveyor and taker, officer, and other 
minifter of us and our heirs, or of any other, 


-fhall make any prizes in the faid city, or with- 


out, of the’ goods of the citizens of the faid 
city, contrary to their will and pleafure; un- 
lefs immediately they make due payment for 
the fame, or elfe may have refpite thereof with’ 
the good-will of the feller: and that no price 
be made of the wines of thofe citizens, by any 


the citizens of us or our heirs, or otherwife 


againft their wills; that is to fay, of one ton 
before the maft and behind it: nor by any other 
means; but fhall be quit thereof for ever. 
Furthermore, we forbid that any officer of us 
or our heirs, fhall merchandize, by himfelf or 
others, within the faid city, or without, of 
any thing touching their offices. Alfo we 
grant, that the lands and tenements (lying 


* without) of the faid citizens, ‘which have been, 
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or hereafter fhall be, minifters of the faid city, A.D. 
be bound to keep the faid city harmlefs, againtt si 
us and our heirs, of thofe things which con 

cern their offices, as their tenements be within 

the faid city: and that no market hall be 
henceforth granted, by us or our heirs, to any No market 
within feven miles in circuit of the faid city. bearing" 
And that all inquifitions, from henceforth to 

be taken by our juftices or minifters of the Inquifiti- 
faid city, fhall be taken in Sé. Martin’ s (le Grand], nin y'o 
in London, and not elfewhere; except the in- bial 
quifitions to be taken in the circuits at the 

tower of London; and for the goal delivery of 
Newgate: and that none of the freemen of the 

faid city, fhall be impleaded or troubled at our 
exchequer, or elfewhere, by bill; except it 

be by thofe things which touch us and our 

heirs. Wherefore we will and ftreightly com- 

mand, for us and our heirs, that the faid citi- 

zens, their heirs and fucceffors, have all their 
liberties and free-cuftoms, and the fame may 

ufe and enjoy for ever, in form aforefaid, 

Given at Weftminfter, the 6th of March, anno 

region. AL Di 927." 

In this charter, we find a confirmation of all ° 


the ancient liberties and immunities of London, Remarks 


on this 


with the additional privileges, of their mayor to charter. 


"be one of the judges of oyer and terminer, for 


the trial of criminals ‘confined in Newgate; 
of the citizens to have the right of infang-theft, 
i, €, to try a thief or robber, taken within the 
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A.D. jurifdiction of the city; and of outfang-theft, i. e. 
_ to reclaim a citizen apprehended elfewhere for fe- — 
| Jony, in order to try him within the city. A 

a right to the goods and chattels of all felons con- 
| victed within the jurifdi€tion of the city. A re-- 
miffion of roo]. unjuftly extorted from the city 

for the fee-farm-rent of the city and county of 

Middlefex, contrary to charter. The privilege to 

devife lands in mortmain. The theriffs of London 

and Middlefex to be amerced as others fouth of 
Trent. All foreign merchants to difpofe of their 

_ merchandizes within 40 days, to prevent the en- 

hancing of prices. Citizens not chargeable with 

the daft of fuch as take fan€tuary. Exemp- 

tion from the authority of the king’s marfhal, 

fteward, and clerk of the houfehold. Mayor is 
made perpetual efcheator. To hold a pyepowder — 

court, in all country fairs where the Londoners ré- 
fort, for the determination of contéfts, Citizens 

exempt from all tallages, other than being affefled 

| in common with their fellow fubjects, towards 
| general fubfidies, grants and contributions. That 
the city liberties fhould not be feized for a perfo- 

nal offence or iniquitous judgment of any of its 

raagiftrates, That none of the king's furveyors, 

&c. prefume to rate any fort of goods belonging 

to the citizens, nor to deal in, any fort of mer- 
chandize within the city: and that no market be 

| kept within feven miles of the city of London. 

£.mayor At this king’s coronation, Richard de Bettoyne, 
By itt then mayor of Eondon, performed the office of 
| Ay is butler, attended by 360 set cloathed im one 
. “Uni . 


- 
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uniform, each carrying a white filver cup in his 
hand; according to ancient cuftom, affifted by 
the mayor of Oxford in ferving the feaft. 

This good humour of the court, furnifhed a 
proper opportunity alfo for the. citizens to feek 
‘ fome relief from thofe difquietudes, they from 
time to time met with, on account of man- 
flaughters, felonies, &c. which expofed them 
frequently to the refentment of the government 
or ftate. And, as Southwark was looked upon 
to be the receptacle and refuge of thofe male- 
factors, felons, thieves, and difturbers of the 
peace, who had infetted Loxdon, the Londoners 
applied to the new king and parliament for a 
grant of the village of Southwark: and, at the 
fame time King-Edward II. granted the forego- 
ing, he likewife gave the Londoners the following 
charter : 

“© Edward, by the grace of God, king of Eng- 
* Jand, lord of Ireland, and duke of Aguitain ; 
“ To all to whom thefe prefent letters fhall come, 


*< oreeting. Know ye, that whereas our well- 


‘¢ beloved, the citizens of the city of London, 
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¢ 


London 
applies for 
Southwark 


Granted. 


K. Edw. 
III’s fe- 
cond chars 
ter. 


Reafons 
for this 
grants 


‘* by their petition exhibited before us and our 


~* council, in our prefent parliament at Vefiminfier 
«« affembled; have given us to underftand, that 
* felons, thieves, and other malefactors; and 
“¢ difturbers of the peace, who, in the faid city 
and elfewhere; have committed manflaughters; 
robberies, and divers other felonies, privily 
departing from the faid city, after thofe felo- 


«c 
66 
a2 


&% 


Le f ‘s where 


nies committed, into the village of Southwark, 


** 


Village of 


Southwark 


granted to 
London. 


Dangerous 
TLOts. 
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where they cannot be attached by the minifterg’ 
of the faid city, and there are openly received ¢ 
and fo for default of due punifhment are more 
bold to commit fuch felonies: and they have _ 


befeeched us, that, for the confirmation of our 


peace within the faid city, bridling the naughti- 
nefs of the faid malefactors, we would grant 
unto them the faid village, to have to them, 
their heirs and fuccefiors, for éver, for the 
farm and rent therefore yearly due to us, to be 
yearly paid at our exchequer : We, having con- 
fideration to the premiffes, with the affent of 
the prelates, earls, barons, and commonalty, 
being in our prefent parliament aforefaid, have 
eranted, for us and our heirs, to the faid citi- 
zens, the faid village of Southwark, with the — 
appurtenances, to have and to hold, to them 
and their heirs.and fucceffors, citizens of the 
faid city, of us and our heirs for ever, to pay 
to us by the year, at the exchequer of us and 
our heirs for ever, at the accuftomed times, 
the farms therefore due and accuftomed: In 
witnefs whereof, we have caufed thefe our 
letters to be made patents. | Witnefs myfelf at 
Weftminfter, me oth of March, in the firft year 


of our reion.’ 


This was a great addition to the power and ju- 
rifdiction of London: but it did not anfwer the 
immediate purpofe, to reftrain riots, robberies,’ | 
8ec. for, the very next year, the city was difturb- 
ed by a dangerous riot, began by divers tradef- 
men, who were joined by a villainous crew, that 


rambled 
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rambled about the ftreets with fwords and buck- 
lers, beating, abufing, and fometimes killing 
thofe they met with: which alarmed the court, 


and produced an order to the mayor, &c. to ap- 


prehend and profecute all rioters with the utmoft 
feverity: and, that not proving effectual, his 
majefty fent the following letter : 7 


“© The king to the mayor and fheriffs of Lon- 
don, greeting. Whereas it is given us to under- 
{tand, that very many evil doers, and difturb- 
ers of our peace, have made divers riots, 
confederacies, and unlawful conventicles, with- 
in the aforefaid city, and fuburbs thereof, fince 
we have taken the government of our realm, 
and do wander about and run here and there, 
beating, wounding, and mifufing the people, 
and wickedly killing fome of them, and {poil- 


ing others of their goods and poffleffions; and 


taking and imprifoning others; as well of the 
city and fuburbs, as thofe that come to the 
faid city and fuburbs about their bufinefs, and 


Occafion 
the king’s 
letter. 


detaining them in prifon, until they have made: 


them give fines and redemptions; and com-. 


mitting other mifdemeanors, and not defifting 
daily to commit them, to the breach of our 


‘ peace, and the terror of our people in thofe 


parts, and manifeftly: tending to commotion : 
We, willing to have fuch dae ors punifhed, 
and the tranquility of our people inviolably kept, 
as we are bound to do by our oath, command 
you, that by the oath of honeft men, in your 


‘we bailiffwick, ye diligently enquire of the names 


‘<6 agen 


Orders 


how to try 


the rioters. 
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A.D. “ of the aforefaid malefactors, and of hens: that 


‘< knowingly receive ahd maintain them, and- 
“ find out the truth concerning other articles; 
‘¢ more fully touching the premifes. And. all 
<* thofe, whom thereupon it fhall happen to bé | 


“4 


“© judged, and all thofe whom ye fhall find doing 


“< fuch things, as are premifed, ye caufe, with-— 


“© out delay, to be taken, and to be fafely kept 


“6 in our prifon, until ye fhall have farther com; 
<< mand from us thereupon: and that ye fo be-— 


‘¢ have yourtfelves in this behalf, that the damages 
“© and lewdneffes aforefaid, may not happen there 
<< any more: whereby we might take heavily of 
“ you, as of them, to whom we have committed 


*¢ the cuftody of the faid city, under the danger 


“ that is incumbent. In witnefs° whereof, &c.” 


Magi- The magiftrates of London, in obedience to this 


ftrates pro- | 3 cee 
ceed ac. royal precept, were very vigilant, and apprehend- 


cordingly. eq a confiderable number of the rioters and mur-~ 


Mayor to. derers: and the king, in conformity to the laté 
fit as judge | 


Aldermen judge, and the aldermen paft the chair were to 
re: be juftices of the peace within Lowdon.and Midale= 
ices. few, directed letters. to the judges, mayor, fhe+ 

riffs, and aldermen, by way of fpecial commiffions 


to profecute and to try the faid criminals ?. 


Synod Archbifhop Mepham convoked a provincial 
which ot- ; ; , A aes 
dained | council at London, in the year 1328, in which 
Good Fri- 

day. 


© See Rec. Tur, part 2, Edw. IIL, p. 2. m. 11. 
3. Abids Dor/o, | 


- Good 


charter, whereby the mayor, in all places of judg-— 
ment within the city liberties, was to fit as chief 


7 
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Good Friday was made a holiday, and all fervile « D. 
work was forbidden on that day. a t 
A.D, 1329, King Edward ordered a talent A tourna- 


ment in 


tournament of 13 knights, of a fide, to be per~ Cheapfide. 


- formed. in Cheapfide, between the end of Wood- 


freet and Queen-fireet, for the entertainment’ of 
the french ambaffadors; and to, exhibit beforé 
them the galantry of his fubjeélss » On which oc- 
cafion a fcaffold was erected facing ithe crofs near 


| Wood-fireet, for the accotamodation of the queen » 


and the, mal-practices of the wine-merchants and 


and, the chief ladies of the court; »which, during Scaffold, 
the time of the tournament, fell down, but with *"*_ , 
no other misfortune, than putting the queen and 
the: ladies into a terrible fright... The king how- 
ever was fo-alarmed, that he with difficulty. was: 
prevailed upon,. by the intreaties,.of his royal 
confort, not to punifh the builder in an exem- 
plary, manner. 


In the fame year, the uditerradiacn of .wines, Proclama- 
tion againft 
adulterat- 


tavern-keepers,. having endangered the bodily ima wines. 
health and lives. of the citizens, his majefty iffued 
out his;command to the mayor and fherifls, ‘* pub- 


a 


-licly, to»proclaim and to prohibit, that none 
eS 


« prefume in any manner to mingle fuch wines, 
“mor to fell any, mixed, but good and pure.-— 
*<. And to punifh the offenders againft this prohi- 
“* bition, by levying a forfeit upon.them for the 
« King’s bs at ee 7 

The former x ocedhaise, ae the defperate 
ittainy: that wounded, wet and killed, peo- 
ple in the ftreet, having not been. efeétual to 
beVot. I. R put 


6 


~ 
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A.D. putanend torthofe bafe ations; the king, in the 
igh . 3 year 1333, ordained, That no perfon in the city 
ahouratt of ‘London of town of Weftminfter, or in the fub- 


weapons. urbs thereof, fhould’wear any coat of plate; of 


other weapon, on pain of forfeiting all his: pof: 


feffions.’ Yet; notwithftanding ‘this. ordinance,. 

his majefty, three years after, was obliged to res 

peat his order againft echt given in he naa 

yeat of his reign’, # roils 

Scarcity of ©The year 1335 produceth a relent worl 
* Bee of imitation by the'powers in’ being. | The citi- 
1335* zens were not only in, ¢réat want ‘of corn, occa- 


fioned” by’ a bad “harveft; ‘but ‘greatly “opprefied 


by the high'price of all forts’ of provifions, and 


by the methods made ule of by-regrators, ‘and*by 


who Bad ‘weights°and “meéafures.? The king, with the 


blamed 
adi hh advice of His council, on this occafion, fent a fe- 


eames. Sere reprimand to the mayor and fherifis, for not 


» by making’a proper provifion acainft’ a time of 


\ hibit , “ having a oteater regard to the'welfaré of ‘the city, : 


&" fearcity.” He upbraided them for the little regard : 


they paid to'their oaths, by fuffering bread; ‘wine, 


beér, and other kind of viétuals, to ‘be fold “im 


the city at fach exceffive rates; and’ permitting: 


thereupon. 


‘whole fortune,’ ‘forthwith to convene the aldermen 
and commonalty of the city," ‘to deliberate’ upon, 
and to regulate the prices of all forts of provifions, 
according to ihe Pha Pi coft “and: he ferietly a 


Orders bad weights and meafures to go unpunifhed > and — 
coniianted the mayor, upon the’ penalty of “his 


p= 


wo" 
. 


ra 


@ See Rot. Scotie, 10 Edw. Til. m, VA. dorfo. fli 1G 
joined 
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joined the mayor and fheriffs to reform the abufes as D. 
in refpeét to meafures and weights. Ye 
In purfuance ofthis’ royal command) the Price of 
provi i0ns 
mayor, aldermen, and commonalty, fo regulated regulated. 
the price of provifions, that ni in the’ year 


1335, fettled 


; hte 3 tay isi ide 
fe The beft wheat, the quarter, at. 2 0 
yur he beft. ox, at ——— — 6 § 
oo The beft fheep; at) 0 8 
The beft pigeons, fix for ——- 01 

The beft eile § Aisiodirrros: . 0.2 

The beft pig, atro > ——eer OL 


_ There had for: ac time been a murmuring 

ata privilege granted to foreigners,-.Toa remove - 
which, the king, inthe 11th’ year of his reign, 
A. D. 1337, with the confent of his parliament, a. D. 
_ granted the city a confirmation of their liberties: 1337> | 
and cuftoms, efpecially in regard to merchant- 
pee as follows : 

“Edward, by the grace of God, king of Exg- Third 
*¢ Jand, \ord of edad and duke of Aguitain: ae 
“* to all to whom thefe prefent letters fhall come, Ul. 
greeting. Know ye, whereasn our parliament Relative to _ 
‘at York, holden the morrow after the afcenfion rue 3 
«© of our Lord, in the oth year of our reign, it 
ed was ordained and enacted, That all merchant- . 
‘ftrangers and Engilifh born, and every of them, 

of what eftate or condition foever, who would 

buy or fell corn, wine, powderable wares, fifh, 
‘or other victuals, wools, cloths, wares, or 

other vendible things whatfoever, wherefoever 

R20 . es. they 


Citizens to 


enjoy their 


liberties 
according 
to magna 
charta, 


at 
< 
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they were,.either in cities, towns, boroughs, 
ports of the fea, fairs, markets, or other places. 
in the realm, whether within liberties or with- 
out, might, without impediment, freely fell the. 
fame victuals. or wares to whom they pleafed,, 
as well to foreigners as to Engljh born; the 
enemies to us and our realm only excepted ; 

notwithftanding the charters of liberties’ to any 
cities or places’ eforefaid granted to the contrary, 
or cuftom-or judgment upon the faid charters, 
as in the aforefaid ftatute is more plainly con- 
tained: yet, neverthelefs, becaufe in the fta- 
tutes as wellin-our-faid parliament, as ‘in other 
parliaments, of. our. :progenitorss . fometimes 
kings of England, made by.us and our proge= 
nitors, with the common:confent, of the pre-" 


lates, earls, barons, and, commonalty of our. 


realm, it was granted and eftablifhed, that. the 
great charter of the liberty of England, in all 
and fingular its articles, fhould. be maintained 


‘and areas: obferved., Andi in the fame charter, 


amoneft other things it is contained, that the, 
city of London may have its ancient liberties 
and free-cuftoms unhurt : * and it hath been the 
intent and meaning, as well of us as our, pro- 
genitors, and yet is, that the faid great charter, , 


in all the articles thereof, may be fill obferved ; 


and that by pretext’ of the faid ‘ftatute, or any,. 
other, nothing fhall be ‘done to the prejudice,, 
or infringement of the faid charter, or of any, 
article therein contained, or of the ancient. lisa 


- erties or cuftoms of the faid city, may be un-,, 
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juftly burdened, touching their faid liberties 
and free-cuftoms, contrary to fuch intent, with 
the confent of the prelates, earls and barons, 
affiftant with us in this our parliament, have 
granted, for us and our heirs, that the citizens 
of the faid city, their heirs and fucceflors, may 
have all their liberties and free-cuftoms unhurt 
and whole, as before thefe times they ~more 
freely had the’ fame ; the aforefaid ftatute for 
the faid merchants. made to the hurt of the li- 


berties and cuftoms of the faid city notwith- 


ftanding. In witnefs whereof we have caufed 
thefe our letters to be made patents. Witnefs 
myfelf at Weftminfter, the26th day of March, 
in the 11th year of our reign.” 
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In the year 1339, the parliament granted the City pays 


king a great fubfidy for the conqueft of France. aaa 
Upon the credit of which aid of parliament, the 

citizens ef London advanced 20,000 marks to the 
crown, and raifed it by a general’ affefiment upon, How raifed 
each ward, and, according to Fadian, in this pro- 
portion : | 


| Onig. o's. fda 
Tower-ward, was aflefled at 365 0.0 
Billing {gate-ward, — 763° 0.0 
Bridge-ward, a 765 68 
Dowgate-ward, .—— 660 10 © 
Langbourn-ward, —~- 352 6 8 
Wallbrock-ward, ———meme_— QI 0. 0 
Bifbop[zate-ward, —mmmemmn 559 «6 8 


Carried over 4376 10 0 
R 3 Lyme- 
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Brought over . 4376 10 re) aj 
Lyme- -fireet-ward, aflefled at 110 00. * 


Cornbill-ward, . 315 elm, 
Cheap-ward, 517 10. Q 
Broad-firect-ward, —————=_588. 0 0» 
Vintry-wardy, a 634 16.8) 
. Bread-fireet-ward, ——~ . 461.16 8... » 
Queenbithe-ward, 435319) vk 
Cordwayners-fireet-ward, 2195 sig 4p? 


faringdon-ward within, 430° £6°}8j4° 3 
Faring don-ward without TIA kPa th 
Cripplegate-ward, tae 462 LO NO | ° 


Coleman-fireet-ward, = 1051 16.8. ° 

Candlewick-ftreet-ward, —~ 1332. 6 8.. 

|‘ Aldgate-ward, ——- 30 007) 

Portfoken-ward, —- — ae 10 ores 

Caftle Baynard’s-ward, — 63 6 g. att 
», Bafifpaw-ward, —m—mmn 7913 
ou Aderfgate-ward, = => £7 AO Bj 


12,3 85 13 4 


Commifi- And the king granted a commiffion to fie 
kets mayor, a aldermen, and commonalty, to caufe due | 
and fpeedy punifhment to be'done upon fuch as 
they might’ find difturbing the péace of the city 
“Riot be- in hisabfence beyond fea. Accordingly we read, 
stains that a riot haying been made ‘by the fithmongers 
ce, ie and {kinners companies, headed by Fhomas Haun/- 
artand Yohn le Brewere, two bold and defperate fel- 
lows and-the-rioters refifting the power of the 


magiftrates, who went to the place of riot, lay- 


ing 


{ 
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ing violent hands on Audrew Aubrey, the mayor, 4-D. 
_and grievoufly wounding one of the fervants.of 

the city in the execution of his office ; the ma- Ringleds 
giftrates caufed the faid ringleaders to be appre= tried, and 
 hended, carried them directly. to Guildball, in **°""*4- 
diéed and tried them» before® the mayor, &c. 

and,. they having pleaded guilty, had. them be- 

headed in Cheapfide,; which for a while curbed 

the fpirit of rioting in the city, and. was greatly 
commended, approved of,, and confirmed,~ by the 

king ;, who, at his return. to London, granted the 
corporation an indemnification for whatever they 


had. done; or, acted, in-the faid trial..and execu- ..... 
tion. ; : 4 : ; 
The itinerant judges being,.ordered, A. D, Itinerant 


: ; , judges not 
1341, by the king, to. repair to the. tower Pa 


London to make inquifition, asin other places, se 
into the management of thofe, .who had been his 
collectors in the city; ,the citizens, apprehending 
that.this was, contrary to their liberties, ‘rights 

and privileges, would. not obey the fummons to 
attend the faid judges inthe tower: and the po- 
pulace becoming fo very. tumultuous as to occa~ 

fion the breaking up of .the feffion, or to adjourn 

ic till after Eaffer,,the king was. at firft, much 
irritated, and commanded an enquiry to be made 

after the authors of the fedition,, But. being»in- 
formed, that they were all of the lower clafs of .,... 
people, and -hadno ‘other intention,. but to pre-_ 
ferve their liberties, from being encroached upon . 

by the judges, his majefty was appeafed, and the 
pansies ‘Re Ai mst tisds O73 judges 


ee 
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A.D. judges broke up without one to ay refolus 
"3" ‘tion in that‘eale. ’ Big 
ethane The year following, bein the 1 sth of Euward 
charters. TITWwill Be ever memorable in London for that 
~ general revife and confirmation of the charters 
granted by King Henry III. concerning the mayor- 
alty and theriffwick of London and Middlefex : and 
of thofe articles for the better government of ‘the 
city, made and concluded between the magiftrates 
and commonalty, in the reign of King ree 
TI. which infpeximus made’by Edward III: con- 
cludes with this fingular and interefting claufe : 
‘Singular “© Moreover we, being willing to fhew more 
clue. abundant favour to the citizens of the city 
© aforefaid, have granted to them, for us and 
“for our heirs, and by this our charter have 
‘confirmed, that although they, or their pre- 
“* deceflors, citizens of tic city aforefaid, have 
* not hitherto fully ufed, upon any emergent Oc 
‘* cafion, any of the liberties, acquittals, articles, 
&© or free-cuftoms, contained in the faid charter 
<¢ and letters; yet, the fame citizens, and theit 
* heirs and fucceffors, citizens of that city, 
** may henceforth fully ‘enjoy thofe liberties, ack 
** quittals, articles and free cuftoms, and any of 
** them, for ever.” 15 Edward iI. June the 3¢, 

*¢ at the tower of London.” 
Svitod at And it was this fame year’ alfo decreed, Hic 
haut to provincial council held at London, That whoever - 
lat wills. {hould be prevailed upon by the friars and-monks 
to make their. wills; atthe point of: death, in 
prejudice to their families and the churches where 
| they 


nr 


{ 
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they dwelt, fhould not have the benefit of Chriftian 

burial. | | 
The king being ‘ftreightened for money to pro- 

fecute the war in France with vigour, thought to 


raife a large fum by obliging every citizen of Lon- 


don, poflefled of 401. per ann, to take upon him 
the order of knighthood; agreeable to the ftatute, 
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The king 
endeavours 
to raife 
money by 
knight- 
hood. 


enaéted 1 Edw. IJ. and for that purpofe iflued out ~ 


his writ to the fheriffs of London, publickly to 
proclaim the fame, and to return into his exche- 
quer the names of fuch as they might find poflefl- 
ed of 401. per ann. 


The citizens, at that time, not being fo fond of Citizens 


honours, as to purchafe them at fuch a dear rate, 
availed themfelves of the exceptions they found in 
the faid ftatute, and of feveral evafions to keep 
their money; and directed the fheriffs to return 
the following anfwer: ; 
8 We have caufed to be proclaimed, through- 
< out our bailiffwick, all the articles contained 
*¢ in the brief, as it is commanded in the fame. 
“© We have cauled alfo inquifition to be made, 
«© by the oath of honeft and lawful men of our 
s¢ {aid bailiffwick, if any have 4ol. of land or rent, 
<¢ by the year, in our faid bailiffwick, and have 
«© held them for three whole years ; and of thofe 
* that hold a part in our bailiffwick, and a part 
“© elfewhere, of the faid value. By whofe oath 
*¢ we find, that all the lands and rents in the faid 
*© city are held of the lord the king in capite, as 
“free ‘bureage in fee-farm. Nor is there any 


lw 
7 Lal 


6¢ the 


plead ex= 
emption. 


Their rea- 
fons. 


that hath gol, in land or rent in the fame by 
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‘* the yearocertain,; becaufe the lands in the faid 
“© city, fome are lett for more, fome for lefs, and 
‘¢ often ftand empty, and are not lett,yet fre- 
‘* quently: have divers. burdens, and require re+ 
“pairs and amendments, And) for ‘thofe caufes, 


| and. the burning of boufes, and divers other 


A.D. 
£345+ 


Election of ; 


mayor re- 
gulated. 


‘* dangers happening, .the certainty of the true 
“* value of them cannot be ‘known. _And as to 
*¢ the Jands-or rents, which the citizens have out 
‘* of the bailiffwick, the fworn men fay, that they 
** know nothing of the value of them by the year, 
** nor can enquire.” So that this pEojet SOAS 


- money) was.dropt.... 


The. year 1.345 .,records, in fi. Book F, kept. 
amoneft the city papers, that, Richard. Mercer be- 
ing Mayor, it.was agreed, the new mayor, from | 
_ thenceforward, fhould be chofen by. the mayor 
and aldermen for the time being, anc by the dif- 
 creeter and wifer'fort. of each ward, or fuch only 


as fhould be: fummoned thereunto: and it was at j 


Fine for 
not ferving 
wiayor. 


Fine for 


not ferving 


alderman, 


the, fame timejrefolved, that, if the mayor elected _ 
on, St. Edward?s day,on the 13th of Oftober, fhall | 
be. abfent at, the election, .or refufe to ferve the 
faid office.of mayor, he fhould forfeit 100 marks, 
to. be levied upon his goods, SC, by the ferjeants 
of the city, to. be paid to him who thall be, chofen 
in his place on the feat of St, Simon and. Gude. And 
that every alderman, . who thall abfent himfelf at 
the election of a mayor on the feats of Sv. Edward | 
and St. Simonand Fude, wi ithout a reafonable caufe, 
to be allowed. by: the mayor and aldermen, fhould 
Pay a fine of 20]. to the, chamberlain of the faid 

city. 
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city. Which regulations or fines were otcafoned. 4: D. - 
by a diflike taken by the citizens, and their fhun+ 
ning thofe high offices in their corporation, on 
account of fome new ordinances made at court, 
(viz. that matters done in London fhould be tried 
by perfons of foreign counties) to the great pre- 
judice of their franchifes, &c. confirmed to’ the 
city by magna charta. Wherefore, in the year 
9348, and 21 Edw, UI. the mayor, aldermen, 
and commonalty, in their petition to the king, 
alledye, that the good people of the faid city . 
refufe to be mayor, aldermen, or other officers; 
and to live and merchandize in the city, for fear 
of the great penalty contained in the faid ordi- 
nances. And becaufe-all ftatutes made againtt 
magna charta were to be null and void, they prayed 
‘to be difcharged from the ftatute of 28 Edw. 1. 

_ A great plague, faid to have been brought from A plague, 
Jndia, having ravaged all the countries in its weft- 
ern progrefs, arrived in this ifland in the year — 
1348, fpread all over England, and carried off fuch 

great numbers of people in this city, that it is 
computed that not above one in ten furvived the 
mortality; which, leffening the confumption ex- 
ceedingly, reduced the price of provifions fo low, 


that oar dt rota 

-o so) GA fine ox was fold ats 9 4 O Price of 

bo. > Beft cow, at yr lepeitica: a Providioas, 
Beft hog, at 0 5 


By which the common cemeteries were fo filled, Common 
that there was not room left to bury them in the “7 
ufual places, Which induced feveral well-difpofed 

perfons 
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perfons to purchafe ground to fupply that defi- 
ciency. Amoneft thefe were Dr. Ralph Stratford, 
bithop of London, and Sir Walter de Manny. The 
bifhop purchafed three acres of land adjoining to 
the north fide without the city walls, between the 


_ lands of the abbot of Weftminfter and of the prior 


of St. Fobn of Ferufalem, which he inclofed with 
a brick wall, and confecrated for a burial-place 
for the poor and needy. The plague continuing 
to rage with more fury in 1349, Sir Walter pure 
chafed another {pot of ground called Spittle-Crofs, 
containing thirteen acres and one: rod, from the 
mafter and brethren of S¢. Bartholomew’s Spittle, 
and contiguous to the forefaid ground purchafed 
by the bifhop of London; and got the bifhop te 
confecrate it to the fame ufe of burying the poor 
and needy. In which burial-groun¢ : 


. Sir Walter de Manny, there were bu ied, in that 


fame year of our Lord 1349, 50,000/corpfes; 
as. was handed down to pofterity by an infcription 
upon a frone crofs, that was erected in the place 
we call Charter-boufe-yard: for a convent of Care 
ébufians did in time rife out of this cemetery. 
Sir Walter de Manny, {oon after the peftilence 
ceafed, built a chapel within, this: burial-ground, 
with a foundation for mafles to be {aid for the fouls 


- of thofe, buried therein; ‘with an intention to add 
‘a college, with an endowment-for a fuperior and 


twelve chaplains. 
| Fobu Corey; a sibel did. alfo purchafe ‘a 


Sey church piece of ground for the fame purpofe, on the eaft 


fide of Tower-hij/, without the city wall, and dedi 
cated 


Wiales 
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cated this cemetery by the name of the church» A.D. 
yard of the Holy Trinity: on which, in procefs. i dal 
of time,|was founded the abbey of St. Mary of 

Grace for Ceftertian monks; and is the fite, upon 

which we now fee the victualling-office, for his 
majefty’s navy, ftand. 

This peftilence for a while ftagnated the affairs 
and commerce of London. But the great diligence 
and fuccefs, with which the corporation endea- 
voured to reftore the trade and dignity of the city, 
fucceeded fo well, and the whole condué& of the 
~ Londoners under. their misfortune was fo well ap- London 
proved of by the king, that his majefty, in the Ries 
year 1354, was pleafed graciouly to diftinguifh vou" 
them above and before all other corporate bodies 1354. 
within his dominions, by the privileges granted in 
the following charter: | ) 

“< Edward, by the grace of God, king of Eng-' King Ed- 
<* Jand and France, lord of Ireland; to all to whom hee 
“* thefeour letters fhall come, greeting. Know ye, 

‘¢ that we being worthily careful of the conferva- 
tion and increafe of the name and honour of our 
“* city of London; and at the fupplication of the 
‘© mayor, fheriffs, and commonalty. of the faid 
“© city, to us humbly made, will and grant, for 
“us and our heirs, that the-ferjeants appointed .. . 
‘to bear the maces in our faid city may lawfully Granted 


-carry them of gold or filver, or filvered, or gar- ws : 


Lal 


ao 


‘nithed withthe fign of our arms, or others, 
‘every where in the faid city, and in the fuburbs 
“of the fame; and in the county of Middlefex, 
‘t-and other places to the liberty of the faid city 


; ss apper- 
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appertaining: and alfo without the faid city’ te 
meet with us, eur mother, confort, or the child 


ren of us.or of our heirs, or other royal perfonsy 


when we or any of us fhallicome'to the faid city 3 
fand:alfe in going forth with us; or any of usy 


when we fhall depart fromthe faid city; and: 
alfo in the prefence of us, ‘our*mother; or‘con- 
fort, or our children, when. the faid «mayor, oor 


fheriffs, or aldermen of the ‘faid city, or any? 


of them, fhall come to us, ‘or our heirs, at; or 


‘without the conimand or warningof us, orany! 


of us: and as often as it thall happen any of the 


* faid feryeants to'be fent to foreign places, and’ 
‘ without the faid city, to do their office, at the 
scommand of us, or of the mayor: or fheriffs’ 
alorefaid, they may lawfully carry, going and’ 


conung, publickly, as our own’ ferjeants at arms,’ 


attending our prefence do carry their maces; 
any ordinance or commandment made tothe’ 
.contrary notwithflanding. In witnefs whereof 
-we have cauled thefe our letters to -be made’ 
patents. Witnefs myself av’ Wefminfter, thé’ 
* 10th day of June, in the 28th yedr of our eg 


of England, and of France the .1sth2?. 
Frooy this time; when the king conferred upon’ 


the chief magiftrate of London the honour of maces,’ 
in all .refpedts the fame as royal, carried before him; ’ 
an honour exprefsly. interdi€ted. to'all other cor’ 
porations in the kingdom, we may reafonably date’ 


the appellation of Jord, which the mayor of Lon?’ 


don {till enjoys ; as we cannot find any other char’ 
ter to found that honour upon. . And the London-: 


eT Ss 
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ers, not to be backward in gratitudeto:theirking, 4. D. 
raifed and fent to his ‘army, at their own expence, Affi the 
twenty-five men at arms, and 500 archers in one “im so" 
uniform, to affift him in his wars with Prazce. 

ALD: 1357, London was honoured with the Grand En- 
erandeft triumphal proceffion that ever the nation hori 
can boaft of. ‘It was the entry of Edward prince Prince. 
of Wales, commonly: called the: black ‘prince, on ; 
account of his black armour; who, having routed 
the French army at Pedéfiers, and taken king ‘fobn 
prifoner, and bringing him to Lowdon, was\ met in . 
Southwark by 5000. citizens, and upwards, :on 
horfeback, richly accoutred. King ‘fon, the cap~ 
tive, was cloathed in:royal apparel, and mounted 
on a ftately white courfer, as'afymbol of fove~ 
reignty. Behind,-on a little black galloway, rode 
the victorious hero prince Edward... The mayor, 
aldermen, fheriffs, and the feveral companies: in 
their formalities, with ftately pageants, met them: 
at the foot of London-Bridge. . And the ftreets 
through which the triumph. pafled, and thus con~ 
ducted, were adarned sich the: richeft, tapeftries,’ 
and with plate, filks, and other furniture, to ex~ 
hibit a view of their riches, and with fuch quan» 
tities of bows, \arrows, fhields;, helmets, .coats!of 
mail, fwords, fpears,. and other armour and wea- | 
pons for war;,expofed in balconies, fhops, wine 
dows, &c, as was never before {een collected 'to-).. 
gether, and conveyed a.proper idea of the ftrength: . 
and martial genius.of the Englif>, This cavalcade, 
lafted from three.in the morning till noon. 
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A.D. .~ The citizens, finding themfelves’ aggrieved by: 
iin fteward..and marfhal of the king’s houfehold; 


1357- 


who, contrary to the known liberties: granted to 
the city, frequently drew them to plead out of the: 


city, took the opportunity of this joyous occafion 
to petition the king for redrefs| in this particular. 
breach of their privileges:; -To-which the. king 
gave this moft gracious anfwer: wt to 


Kingkd-  “* Vhat the king willeth, that, if a Ryoho | 
ward IIT.’s «* be made‘ to any rot the king’s houfehold within 


- confirma- 


tion of city “© the liberty of the city of London, and»within — 


pleas. “the verge ‘of ‘the king, the plea of fachtranf- 
** greflion be held before the fteward and marfhal 


“* of the king’s houfhold; and, if inquifition muft 


** be made, det that: inquifition: be taken’ within 
Confirmed “* the faid city.” «And his majefty : was pleafed to 


in parlia- 
wid is confirm the fame anfwer in parliament, an. reg. 30. 


as recorded in Lib. Horn. p, 302. with this réafon 


added——** And this the lord’the king granted’ 


‘* in favour of the poor workmen of the faid city, 


** who lived of the work of their own hands, that’ . 


‘* they want not their food, ‘or be more impove-’ 
“¢ rifhed; \as it is enrolled in the roll of the asad 
“* juftice, the lord Gilbert Fitz-Robe t.” 

London — In the. year 1360 the city of “London, im con4 


fits out 160 Junction “with other fea-ports, fitted out, at their 


fail of fhips “<P ? 
and r4000 OWN expence, (160 fail of fhips, with 14000 mien! 
AD. onboard, who landed in France, and burnt, ‘ra 
1360. waged, and fpoiled that country at pleafure, ‘in 
return for the depredations and cruelties committed’ 
by a French invafion’ this fame year on the coaft 
of Suffer. 
4 The 
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The plague breaking out again in France in the re 
year 1361, and apprehending that it might be bree 
communicated to or revived in Londen by the putrid 72°0 ere 
blood and entrails of beafts killed in London and houfes. 
thrown into the ftreets, his majefty, by way. of 
precaution, iffued his commands, in a letter to the 
mayor and fheriffs, in which he fays‘‘ Becaufe by King’s 
* killing of great beafts, &c. from whofe putrid ae he 7 
*© blood running down the ftreets, and the bowels . 
 caft into the Thames, the air of the city is very 
“« much corrupted and infected; whence abomi- 
* nable and moft filthy flinks proceed, fickneffes 
“< and many other evils have happened to fuch as 
‘¢ have abode in the fame city, or have reforted 
“6 to it; and great dangers are feared to fall out 
“ for the time to come, unlefs remedy be imme- 
“© diately made againft it:—-We, willing to pre- 
‘¢ vent fuch danger, and to provide as much as in 
“© us lies for the honefty of the faid city, and the 
* fafety of our people, by the confent of our 
“© council in our prefent parliament, have or- 
“© dained, that all bulls, oxen, hogs, and other 
‘© orofs creatures, to be killed for the fuftentation 
‘© of the faid city, be led as far as the town of 
—& Stratfordon one [the eaft] part of London; and to 
_ the town of Knight/bridge on the other [or weft] 
fides and not on this fide to be killed; and that 
* their bowels. be there cleanfed, to be brought, 
“‘ together with the filefh, to the faid city, 
“to be fold; on the penalty of forfeiture of 
** the creatures killed, and one year’s imprifon- 
“‘ ment of the butcher.” Yet, notwithftanding 

Vor. I. S this 
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A.D. this ‘and every other precaution taken to keep out 
A Piogee the plague, it reached England, and raged fo furi-” 
oufly, that in London only, in the teas of two’ 

“days, there died upwards of twelve hundred’ per-— 

fons. However, this did not prevent a’ great’ 
tournament held in Smithfield in the month of May, 
"9362, at which were prefent’ the’‘king and queen, — 

~ and’a vatt. Hulabes of knights from France and 

other ftates.. | PO) Bo0Id 
A moft The divest ‘and reputation of Tinton at. thié! 


fumptous time, may be guelt at from the fumptuous dinner’ 
ment. made by Henry: Picard the late lord-mayor, ‘at’ 


which he entertained the kings of Scotland, France, 
Cyprus, and England, the prince of Wales, and 
10ft of the nobility, who were gracioufly pleafed’ 
to. honour: him with their company sand his-wife’ 
lady Margaret kept her chamber, {ays 0 our author,* 


for the fame intent,.in the year, £363, 290) inv #4 
Lord- Adam. Bury, who»,was. lord-mayor in’ the Lege 
eee 1364, was, bythe exprefs command of the king, 


A.D. difmiffed. from -the- mayoralty in)the: month. of 


1304 Fanuary, and Fobn Lovekia was chofen. in his ftead: 
) but it)does notjappear for what reafon. ™ 
What In the mayoralty of Adam Bury, and the ath 
things a 


tenant may Of Edward IU. there paffed an ordinanceof~paré 
not move... ligmen tatquaicer tain what things a tenant had not 
ae » right» to move, at his cin oes houfe he had’ 
rp ‘rented in the city. or its liberties, “©. Tt was or- 

“¢ dained, that if: any perfon: hite a tenement, 

“¢ houwle, or houfes, in. the city of: London, or in 

« the fuburbs thereof, to hold the fame for term: 

* of life, .or of, Years, or only from year to year,’ 

6¢ or 


en 
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or from quarter to quarter; if the faid tenant A. D- 
ae | r4 
fhall make, or caufe to be made, any pentyfes ge! 


or other eafements.in the faid tenement, houfe, 
or houfes, fixed with nails of iron or wooden 
pegs to the premifes, or to the foil thereof ; it 


“fhall not be lawful for fuch tenant to remove 


fuch pentyfes or eafements at the end of the 


“ term, or at any other time, to deftroy thems 


but they fhall always remain to the landlord of 
the faid premifes, as a parce] thereof.” Agree 


able to which ordinance we find in Arzold’s chro- 
nicle, that the mayor and aldermen publifhed the 
following explanation: viz. ‘* Whereas nowe of 


a4 


6s 


late, amonge divers people, was {prongen matter 
of doute upon the moft olde cuftome had and 
ufed in this cyte of London, of fuche thyngys, 
which by tenauntys for terms of lyfe or yerys, 
have been affyxed unto houfes, without fpecyal 


_lycence of the owner of the foyle, whether they 


owe to remayne unto the owner of the foyle, as 
parcel of the fame; or ellys whether it thall be 
lawful unto fuche tenauntys, on. the end of her 


terme, all fuche thyngys affyxed to remove. 


———Wheretipon, olde bokys feen, and many 
recordys, olde proceffys, and engagementys of 


the fayd cyte, it was declared by the mayor and 
‘ aldermen, for an olde prefcrybed cuftom of the 


cyte aforefayd, that all fuche eafementys fyxed 
unto houfes, or to foyle, by fuch tenauntys, 
without fpecyal and expreffe lycence of the 
owner of the! foyle, yf they be affyxed with 
nayles of irne or of tree, .as. pentyles, olafle, 

ee © jotkys, 
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** lockys, benchys, or any fuche other; or elles 
if they be affyxed with mortér or lyme) or of 
‘© erther, or any other morter, as forneys, leedys, 

** candorous chemyneys, corbels, pavemettis, 
“< or fuche other; or elles yf plantys be roetyd 


Lal 
w 


‘** in the ground, as vines, trees, graffe ftounks, 


“trees of frut, @c. it fhall not be lawfal unto 
“* fuche tenauntys, in the end of her tefme, or 
*‘'on any other tyme therein, nor any of them, 
“* to put away, move, or plucke up in any wyfe, 
“but that they fhall alway remayne to the owner 
‘¢ of the foyle, as parcels of the fame Kay or sie 
** ement.’ | 

The Londoners, enjoying the blefings of peace, 
had indulged themfelves in feveral exercifes and — 
unprofitable diverfions, which in a manner took 
their attention quite off from the moft commiend- 
able ufe of archery; for which they had always 


been famous: wherefore the king, forefeeing the — 


detriment fuch a difufe would bring upon the flate 
and community in general, wrote to the fheriffs 
of London in thefe terms: : 

«« ‘The king to the fheriffs of London, greeting. 
‘¢ Becaule the people of our realm, as well'of good - 
«© quality as mean, have commonly in their’ fports, . 
“© before thefe times, exercifed the {kill of fhoot- 


® ing arrows; whence it is well known that ho- 


‘< nour and profit have aecrued to our whole 
“< realm, and tous, by the help of God, no fmall . 
«© afMfiftance in our warlike aéts; and now the faid 
eC kill. being, as it were, wholly laid afide, the fame 
“ people pleafe themfelves in: dias of ftones, 


© and. — 


6¢ 


ferving the office of mayor, is in the year 1368 
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and wood, and iron; and fome in hand-ball, 
foot-ball, bandy-ball, and in cambuck or cock- 
fighting;. and fome alfo apply themfelves to 
other dithoneft games, and lefs profitable or 
ufeful; whereby the faid realm is likely, in a 
fhort time, to become deftitute of archers; 
We, willing to apply a feafonable remedy to 
this, command you, that in places in the fore- 
faid city, as well within the liberties as without, 
where you fhall fee it expedient, you fhall caufe 
public proclamation to be made, that every one 
of the faid city, ftrong in body, at leifure times, 


on holidays, ufe, in their recreations, bows and 


arrows, or pellets, or bolts, and learn and 
exercife the art of fhooting; forbidding all and 
fingular, on our behalf, that they do not after 
any manner apply themfelves to the throwing 
of ftones, wood, iron, hand-ball, foot-ball, 
bandy-ball, cambuck or cock-fighting, or fuch 
other like vain plays, which have no profit in 
them, or concern themfelves therein, under 
pain of imprifonment. ‘Witnefs the king at 
Weftminfler, the 12th day of Fune. 
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The firft fine we read of, to be levied for not 4. p. 


1368. 


> Walter 


or 42d Edward Ul. Walter Berneye being elected Berneye 


fined for 


mayor, and not appearing to take that office UPON jayor. 
him, at the feaft of St. Simon and Fude, Simon de 
Morden was elected in his ftead, and {worn in, 
next day, before the barons of the exchequers 
and a warrant of diftrefs was iflued to levy 100 


S 3 marks 
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marks on the faid Walters goods; for ae ule 


of the faid Simon'the lord-mayor. 


~The plague broke out again next: year, ands 
made great havock in London, whofe mifery was 
increafed by a great fcarcity of corn, which rofe — 


to 1]. 6s. 8d. the quarter. 


_ 


A.D. 1370. was founded the Cabserciail or’ 


Charier-houfe, a Carthufian monaftery, upon the 


two pieces of ground formerly purchafed by Dr. 
Stratford, bifhop of London, and Sir Walter. Manny, 


as related under the year 1349, for the burial 
of the poor in time of the great peftilence; after 


feveral variations. For, after the death of bifhop — 
Stratford, Michael de Northburgh, his fucceffor _ 
in the bifhoprick of London, and poffeffed of Dr. — 


Stratfora’s burial-oround, containing no more than 
oO 3 oO 


three acres of land, obtained of Sir Walter Manny | 


a grant of his thirteen acres anda rod, together 


with the chapel thereupon, from which it was _ 
called New-cherche-haw, or New-church-clofe: and 


at his death this bifhop bequeathed 20001. for. 
the founding, building, and finifhing a convent 
of Citialian’ there; and all his leafes whatfo- 


ever, for the fpace of four years, and all his © 
rents and tenements within the city of Lon- | 
don, fome few excepted, and all his reverfions — 
there whatfoever for ever, for the endowment — 
thereof; and to the convent, when finifhed, his — 
two beft filver bafons for the fervice of the altar, — 
and a. filver pix, enamelled, for the hoft, anda 


filver veffel for holy water, and \a filver bell,’ his 


‘two beft veftments to pfficiate in, and all his divi- 
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fity-books. «And he bequeathed the patronage 
and care of this foundation to the bifhop of Loa, 
don, his fucceffor. At which time Sir Walter 
Manny, returning from the wars, in which he had 
been ferving his king and country, and being 
worn out in the fervice, fo.managed it. with: the 
bifhop of London, that he took upon him the fole 
care of erecting and endowing a double monattery 
of Carthufians in New-cherche-houfe, whofe charter 
of donation, dated the 28th of March, in the 45th 
of Edward lI. which is well preferved in the 
Charter-houfe evidence-boufe, recites his original do- 
nation of the thirteen acres and a rod for a burial- 
ground, and his free gift of the faid ground, and 
the buildings thereon, for a convent of Carthufian 
friars, to be called The houfe of the falutation 
of the mother of God; and appoints ohn Luflote, 
with the confent of the chief prior of their order, 
to be the firft prior of this convent. Then he 
gives the three acres adjoining, which he had 
purchafed from the executors of Dr. Stratford: 


and concludes with ordering the monks to pray 
for him, &c. | 


rn ty 
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Sir Walter de Manny was a native,.and lord, of sir walter 


the town of Manny, in the province of Haiagult.: 
from. whence he came to England in the train of 
Philippa, king Edward the third’s queen. He 
was a moft valiant man at arms, by which he foon 
gained the attention and love of that warlike king, 
who, in the 5th year of his reign, made him a 
banneret. His feats in war were very many: but 
we fhall only mention an action or two. 
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A. D. 1346, Fobn duke of Normandy, eldeft 
fon of Philip de Valois, fat down before the caftle 


of Aiquillon, fituate between the Garonne and the 
Lat, in Guienne, with 100,000 men, and vowed — 


with an oath, that he would not ftir thence till he 
had taken the place, Sir Walter Many com: 
manded within, and found the duke fo much ~ 
employment before that caftle, that he gave king 
Edward an opportunity to come from Lngland-and 

to lay fiege to Calais; and obliged him at Taft to | 
get the pope’s difpenfation for his vow, that he 
might rajfe the fiege of Aiguillon, and to march 
to the affiftance of his father King Philip. Sir 
Walter {allied out and harraffed the French in their 
retreat, and had the good fortune to take feveral 
prifoners, amongit whom was a knight, a great — 
favourite and near relation of the duke of Nar- 
mandy, who offered him 3000 crowns for his 
ranfom. Sir Walter being informed by the pri- 
foners, that the Fresch were defeated at Creffy, 
and that his royal mafter was fet down before 
Calais, was fo defirous to get to Kine Eéward’s 
camp, that he replied, %* Sir, I know very well, 


“* that you can afford to pay me 19,000 crowns, 


* but I will immediately fet you at liberty on 
“* this condition only, ‘that you go direétly to the 
*© duke of Normandy, and procure a fafe conduc 
& for me and twenty men at arms to go to King 
** Edward, at the fiege of Calais.” Which the 
captive knight agreed to, and obtained the fafe- 
conduct. Sir Walter and his 20 men at arms, 
immediately rode with their banner difplayed 

through 
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through the heart of France, till they were ftopt A.D. 


at Orleans, by order of King Philip, who ordered 
chem to Paris, and caft Sir Waiter into the prifon 


of ‘the Chatelet. The duke of Normandy, how-— 


ever, infifting upon his right to grant the fafe- 
conduét, and threatning his father to throw up 
‘his arms, in cafe Sir alter was not permitted to 
enjoy the full benefit of it, Philip not only re- 
leafed, but highly honoured and -entertained him 
at dinner, and difmiffed him and his men with feve- 
ral rich prefents: which Sir Walter accepted on this 
condition, If it fhould be with the good liking of 
King Edward his mafter. Sit Walter arrived in 
triumph at the Engl camp before Calais, and 
was moi welcome, But King Edward refenting 
the French king’s attempt to break the fafe-con- 
duct, ordered Sir Walter to return the prefents 
made him by King Pdilip ; which he accordingly 
did by the hands of a young gentleman of his 
family, Calais being taken, Sir Walter returned 
* with his fovereign to England, 

King Edward made Sir Amery de Pavia, a 
Lombard, governor of Calais. He had been one 
of his governors in his infancy; was a good fol- 
dier, but a great lover of money. Which foible 
being known, Monsmorency and Charny, two 


French lords, bargained with him for 20,000. 


crowns, to betray Calais into their hands. But 
the affair perfpiring, King Edward fent for Amery 
to England, under pretence to confult with him: 
and upbraiding him with the treachery, and hav- 
ing brought him to confefs the whole tranfaction, 

| his 
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- his majefty promifed him his pardon, on condi- 
oO. 


tion tlat he would turn the plot upon thefe French 
lords, and deliver them into his hands. re 

Matters thus concerted, Sir Ainery fixed a 
time to deliver up Calais; and the king. and 
Prince of Wales went privately under the banner 
of Sir Walter de Manny, to {eize the French lords 
in the. very action, The night being come for 
the execution of the plan, and Sir Amery having 
received the 20,000 crowns, he admitted 100° 
horfemen into the town; who were all made pri- 
foners: and immediately the gate opening with. 
a great noife, Sir Walter de Manny, with his ban- 
ner difplayed, and the king and prince under it, | 
iffued out. Upon which the frenchmen, not yet 
fenfible how matters ftood, were refolved to de- 
fend themfelves and die glorioufly. Amongft the 
French, Sir Euftace of Kibeaumont dittinguithing © 
himfelf, King Edward fingled him out, and a_ 
noble encounter between them two in fingle com- 
bat enfued, in which King Edward was ftruck 4 
almoft to the. ground; but recovering himfelf, — 
he at length took Ribeaumont prifoner, delivered — 
him into fafe cuftody, and continued himfelf in-— 
cog. till fupper time ; when his majefty publicly © 
acknowledged his antagonift’s valour, and re-— 
warded his courage with his liberty and 4 rich 5 
chapelet. of pearls, which the king placed on : 
Ribeaumont’s head. ih’ Sam ; ag 

On their return to England, Sir Walter de Manny — 
was created a peer.of the realm, and made a r: 
Privy counfellor, and knight of the moft noble © 

| order 
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order of the gartet: and at, his death, which, A.D. 
: : Re ec Te 

happened in the year 1371, after alife fpent in ~* 

the moft glorious. deeds of arms, his funeral. 

was honoured by the king, his. royal family, 

and the nobility, who accompanied the corple 

to the chapel of the new erected monaftery 

of Carthufians, where it was folemnly  inter- 

red, in an alabafter tomb, in the midft of the 

choir. 

The war in France requiring a confiderable Loan to 
parliamentary aid, which was granted ; the king ae 
applied to the city to advance him the fam, of 
46orl. 3s. 4d. upon that credit: and it was 
done by the mayor and certain aldermen. 

A. D. 1372, the citizens obferving, that, not- Petition 
withftanding the charter granted fo lately by his meng 
prefent majefty, as in the year 1337, theirliber- A.D. 
ties continued to be invaded, by certain privileges 1372 
eranted privately from the crown to foreigners, 
they petitioned the king and parliament in. this 
form: ‘* To our lord the king, and his noble 
“© council, the citizens of London do fhew, That 
«¢ they have nothing to live upon but their in- 
s¢ duftry and franchife, upon which franchife the 
“¢ {aid city was founded; and by reafon of which 
«© franchife, they were wont to travel by land and 
«© by fea, in divers countries for their profit; by 
“‘ which travel they ufed to bring divers mer- 

« chandizes, to the great common profit of the 

« whole realm of England, to the great aid and 

maintenance of the faid city, fuftenance and 

increafe of the navy. of the faid land.. And 
| eo: 
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A.D. of late their franchifes are taken from them, 
7574 66 againft the grant of our faid noble lord the 
sf Leng and his noble progenitors, fealed with 


“* their feals, and againft the great charter; to” 


“* the great deftruction as well of the {aid city, 


ba common damage of the land, as alfo of the 


© navy. Whebedpiin they pray, that the king 
** would pleafeyto have regard, and take notice 


“that the faid city was founded upon the faid 


** franchifes, without which they could not main~ 


“* tain the city, nor bear the taxes and other 
“* charges, as they were wont to do: for which | 


“* eaufe they pray they may have their franchifes, | 


** according to the grant of the king, and: his 


** noble progenitors, and the great fbideedds and 


“* that all fuch grants and confirmations of fran- 


“« chifes, may be made to all other Cities and > 


* burehs of the realm.” 


“§ 
ae parliament being adjourned foon after, the 


citizens were put off a an an{wer from the king, 
"King’s an- Who faid, “* Let them particularly fhew the 


fwer ° 


** breach of any liberty, and they fhall be an-— 


“ fwered.” Neither could they obtain any re- 


drefs till the year 1 376, as will be fhewn in due 
time. 


Ordinances A. D. 1374, Mr. Fobn Not, the mayor, de- ; 


again 


carubaieee! vifed and publithed fuch ordinances for putting — 


the laws in execution againft extortioners and — 
ufurers, that he ‘put an effeatual ftop to their bafe — 
practices, which had done great hurt totrade, and P 


pease opprefled the poor and needy. This regulation | 
ment, Was [0 een approved of by the king and par- 


liament, 
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Hament, that they ftriily enjoined the whole na- 
tion to proceed in the fame manner againft ufury: 
And asa further mark of his affection for his 
faithful’ Londoners, his majefty granted them a 
charter to explain their right of chufing alder 
men; and another, in anfwer to their petition, 
againft private licences granted to foreigners; in 
which his majefty confirmed. the «city’s liberties 
concerning buying and felling, andthe qualifica- 
tions of brokers. 

The firft of thefe charters is dated on the rath 
of November, in the 50th Edward Ill. and is in 
this form : | 

« Edward, by thegrace of God, king of Exg- 
«© Jgnd and France, and lord of dreland, to all men, 
« to whom we fend, greeting, Among other 
* articles which our lord Edward, fometime 
« king of England, our father, the year of his 
* reion 12, by his letters patents hath granted 
«© and confirmed to the citizens of the faid city of 
«© Tondon, for the amendment and common pro- 
«© Gr of them that repair thereto. In the fame 
«© letters it fs contained, that the aldermen of the 
« forefaid city, that every year they be removed, 
« onthe day of St. Gregory, by the commonalty 
& of the faid city; and that they fo removed, be 
~ not chofen again the next year enfuing: but 
«© inftead of them that have been removed, others 
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« be chofen by the fame wards, from which fuch 


« aldermen were removed, as in the fame letters 
plainly it is contained; concerning which, on 


‘a 
fad 


“ city, 


‘the part of the commonalty of the forefaid 


290 
A.D; « 
33745 eg 


6c 


i 14 


(44 


ce 


6G 


6c 


&C 
74 
ac 
eC 
a4 
6 


S¢ 


<¢ 


66 


6¢ 


Ge. 


G& 
6 
i; 
¢« 


6 


New alder-. °° 
men to be 
chofen an- 
nually, ce 


T 4 
c¢ 


174 


terpretation of the faid article, do; by and 
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city, by their petition before us in’ our’ ereat 
council, now again afked, to us meekly itis 
befought, that fince divers opinions and divers 


‘ftrifes have been fprung between the aldermen 


and the commonalty of the faid city, upon the 
removing of aldermen, for the wrong inter: 
pretation of words in the forefaid articles cone 
tained; that is’ to fay, that the forefaid alders 
men affirm; that by the two words, viz: /it 
amobiles communitatem, &c. i. e. let them be ree , 
moved by the commonalty ; they ought not 
to be removed from the office of aldermanthip, - 
without fufficient reafon, or for fome notorious 
offence to be found in’ them: but others of 
the forefaid citizens being of a contrary opinion, 
and willing to abolith this ‘article, they have 
befought us to explain the faid article, fo as to 
remove all doubt about the premifes: We be-_ 
ing willing, as much as in us lieth, to contri- 
bute to the peace and tranquility of the faid | 
mayor, aldermen, and. commonalty, and their | 
fuccefiors, henceforward, concerning the in- 


with the advice of our faid council, [the par-— 
liament] declare that all and every alderman of 


* the faid city, every year for ever, on the feaft 


of St. Gregory the pope, from the office of an 
alderman utterly and precifely fhall ceafe, and_ 
fhall not be chofen again; but that inftead of 


thofe removed, other aldermen fhall be chofen 


every year, for ever, out of the difcreet citizens 
of good fame, by the fame wards, from which 
2 pore ae 
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ce 
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the faid aldermen were removed. In witnefs ie 
whereof, we have caufed thefe our letters to be is 


; made patents. Witnefs ourfelf at Weflminfter, 


on the r2th of November, in the soth year of 
our reign in England, and the 36th over 
France.” | 

The other charter was in anfwer to the city’s 


petition to him in the laft parliament, and is thus 
Berited oS" 


© “ Edward, king of England and France, and K. Edw. 


III’s 6th 
lord of Ireland, to all to whom thefe letters charter; 


Ly concerning 
fhall come, greeting. Know ye, that whereas concimns 


-amoneft other liberties granted to the citizens ftrangers. 


of our city of London, by the charters of our 
progenitors, kings of England, which we have 
confirmed, and by ours it hath been granted 


unto them, that all merchant-ftrangers coming 
‘into England, fhall remain at board with the Where 


re ‘ they fhall 
free-hofts of the city aforefaid, and of other ,o74._ 


cities: and towns in England, without keeping 

any houfes or focieties by themfelves : and that Concern- 
there fhall be no brokers of any merchandize '? ea 
from henceforth, unlefs they were chofen 
thereunto by the merchants in the myfteries in 

which the faid brokers exercife their offices: 

and thereupon at leaft do take their oaths be- 

fore the mayor of the faid city: And alfo the 
merchants who were not of the freedom of the 

faid city, fhould not fell by retail any wines or 


other wares within the faid city, or the fuburbs 


thereof. And now our well-beloved fubjects, 
the mayor, aldermen, and other citizens of the 
“¢ {aid 
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faid city, have humbly befeeched us by their, 


petition exhibited i in thefe words: To our lord. 


the king, and his good council, do thew the 
liege mayor, aldermen, and commonalty. 
58 city. of Loudon; That whereas they have 
often fued in divers parliaments to have confi- 
deration how that they are impoverifhed and 
undone, by reafon their liberties, by him, and 
his progenitors to them granted, are reftrained, 
and great part taken away: and now at the 


Jaft parliament holden at We efiminfter it was.an= 


fwered to them, that they fhould declare. their 
eriefs fpecially, and they fhould have good : re- 
medy therefor ; of which griefs, among divers 
others, thefe be; that every ftranger. mighe 


S dwell in the faid city, and keep a houfe, and 
¢ be a broker, and fell and buy all manner. of 


merchandizes by retail; and one ftranger to 


fell to another to fell again, to the great en-~ 


hancing. the prices. of merchandizes,. and # 
caufe to make them remain there more. than 
40 days; wherereas in times. paft, no. mer-) 
chant-ftranger might ufe any of thefe pointsy 
contrary to the franchifes of the faid city, be~. 
fore thefe times had aad ufed: by which.griev~ 
ance the merchants of the faid city are greatly. 
impoverifhed, and the navy impaired, and the 
privities of the land by the faid ftrangers dif. 
covered to our enemies by fpics, and. other. 
ftrangers into thefe houfes received. May, it. 
therefore pleafe your majefty and council, to. 
ordain in this parliament, that the merchants-- 

s* ftran- 
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** ftrangers may be reftrained in the points afore- A. ce , 
& faid, and the mayor, aldermen, and commons ae 
© of the city; may enjoy the faid franchifes. 
We, for the fpecial affection we bear to the faid 
& citizens, willing to. provide for the tranquility 
‘*-and profit of the faid citizens in that behalf, 
© with the affent of our prelates, nobles, &c. 
- have granted, for us and our heirs, to the faid 
© mayor and aldermen, ahd citizens of the faid 
-* city, and their fucceffors, upon condition they 
*€ put the faid city under good government, to 
-* our honour, and profit of our realm of Zxg- 
- Jand, and right govern the farne, that no ftran- No ftran= 
“© gers. from henceforth fhall fell any wares in § 7 fell 


by retail; 
the fame city, or fuburbs thereof, by retail, nor be 


nor fhall keep any houfe, nor be a broker in apy His 
«© the faid city, or fuburbs thereof; any ftatute or “° 
*t ordinance made to the contrary notwithftand- 

“Sf ing ; faving always to the merchants of High 

“¢ Almaine theit libertiés, by us and our progeni- 

** tors to them granted and confirmed. In wit- 

“¢ nefs whereof we have caufed thefe our letters 

© to be made patents. Witnefs myfelf at W/t- 

“ minfter, the 4th day of December, in the soth 

SS year of our reign of Lngland, and of our 

* kingdom of France the 37th.” 

Under this fan&tion. of the royal chartet, fewe- Profecuti« 
ral profecutions were fet on foot againft thofe, ” 
who had abufed the royal authority; efpecially 
-againtt Richard Lyons, merchant of London, and 
John Peach, of the fame, wine-merchant.. The 
former-was impeached of frauds, extortions, and 

Ve ., I. ‘oe other 
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other mifdemeanors, ‘in obtaining licences, farrit- 


ing: the cuftoms, taking bribes, tampering with 
the council, procuring unfair contraéts with 


the government, &c. For which he was ‘dif- 
franchifed and imprifoned, and his eftaté both 
real and perfonal was confifcated, The latter was 
accufed of raifing exceffive fums of money upon 
the fubject, by virtue of a literice he had pro- 
cured, under the great feal; for thé fole privilege 
of felling fweet wine in Londoy. For which he 
‘was committed to prifon alfo, and obliged to lie 
there till he had made fatisfaGtion to. all parties 
agerieved by him. And the licence being there- 
by annulled, the citizens were reftored to their 
ancient right of felling fuch wine; under this re- 
ftriction, that the price thereof sap pine always 
megulated by the mayor. > ) ey 
“However the king might be’ difpoted, at thie 
‘time of granting thefe charters, in ‘favour: of the 
-city, his mayefty was highly difpleafed: with. the 
-Londcners. foon after, for fhewing a kind of diffi- 
‘denice in him, by an addrefs, in which they prayed. 


‘that the charter laft recited. might be permitted to 


‘have the fan@ion of parliament, which was: thén 
fitting at Weflminfter, A.D. 1377+ to which Ed- 
ward returned a difagreeable anfwer, “© That He 
« would be further informed.” Neither had the 
citizens any better fuccefs with their petition to 


‘his majefty, to grant them the choice of a coro- 
iner, in which they fet forth the frequent mif- 


chiefs in the city occafioned by ‘the coroner’s not 
siti punifhable by the mayor: For the anfwer 
| 5x 1S¢ was, 


: 


—_— 
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was, ‘© The king will not depart from his ancient 
+‘ desi :?? though they afked no more than what 
was enjoyed by many cities and towns in the 
kingdom. And further, the mayor, aldermen, 
and citizens, having petitioned the king for a 
confirmation of their liberties, to punifh mifde- 
meanors in Southwark; which had been encroach- 
ed upon by the marfhal; in that part where South- 
wark is guildable; they could obtain no other 
tedrefs nor anfwer, only, ‘* The king cannot do 
* it, without doing wrong to others.” 
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' It-was, therefore, to be confidered in what How to res 


manner the citizens might regain the good-will 
of the court, and brine his majefty into a better 
humour. For this purpofe it was refolved to enter- 
tain prince Richard, his mother the princefs 
of Wales, and their noble attendants, at Kenning- 
ton, with a mafquérade on horfeback. Thus 130 
citizens on horfeback, in mafquerade, preceded ™ 
by trumpets, and a very grand band of mufic, 
and a vaft number of flambeaux; marched from 
Newgate through the city, over London-bridge, and 
through the borough of Southwark, to Kennington- 
“palace, in divifions: the firft of which confifted 
of 48 perfons, dreffed in habits of ‘efquires, with 
ted coats, fay gowns, and beautiful vizards: the 
hext divifion confifted of the like number, drefled 
like knights, but in the fame livery with the 
firft: the third divifion was headed by one, who 
road in a very pompous imperial habit, followed 
at fome diftance by a perfon refembling the pope; 
and attended by 24 cardinals: which were follow- 
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A.D. ed by 10 perfons in hideous black vizards’ or 
"77" mafques; like legates fent from an infernal pontiff 
to clofe the cavalcade, Being all arrived’ at 
the palace, they difmounted and entered the great 
hall, and faluted the prince, the princefs of Wales; 
&c. who repaired thither. After which one of 
the mafques produced a pair of dice, and pro- 
poled to play with the prince. Which being ac+ 
cepted ; the dice were fo artfully contrived, that 
when the prince threw he was fure to win, and 
having thrown three times, his ‘royal highnefs 
won.a bowl, acup, and a rings all of esol : and 
having given the princefs, and each of the nobility 
adseniiades the like opportunity to win each a'gold 
ring, they were highly pleafed, entertained the 
citizens with a fumptuous fupper, and afterwards 
did them the honour to dance with them. 9 > 
Here was a way open for.a recovery of the 
efteem of the court. But as the. beft concerted 
ichemes are frequently fruftrated by. fome‘unfor. 
feen accident, ; fo it now happened with the city. 
The one arofe from. the citation of Wicklif} to 
anfwer for himfelf before the bifhop of London: 
the other from a-commitment of a citizen, made 
by the lord marfhab in, that, part of Southwark 
called guildable which commitment was looked 
upon to be contrary to the rights and immunities 
Of the city... dirs . of wal 
In the firft Hower ge , Wicklif, whe according» 
to Henry de Kin wehton, wi was mo{t.eminent.in. divi- 
nity, and fecond to none in philofophy) andthone 
greatly in the univerfity of Oxford, in.theryear 
: 376 
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$346 preached againft the ulurped power of the 
Roman bifhop, and other -enormities then accu- 
ftomed in the church, as we read in Laagquette’s 
chronicle; continued by Coopers for which he 
was figmatized and profecuted by the bifhops and 
clergy as an heretic. They firfl fele&ted nineteen 
articles from hisypublic leures in divinity to prove 
their charge: which they privately, tranimitted ‘to 
the pope, and engaged him to exert all his power 
to affit them in pulling him down... And the pope 
‘ued out his bulls to the archbifhop of Canterbury 
and the bifhop of Laden, whom he appointed 
‘commiffioners to examine //ickliff in the beginning 
of the year 1377. Upon the ftrength of this oanad 


commiffion, the archbifhop cited Dr. Wickhiff to Cited. 


appear at a certain day in his court at St. Paul’s 
church, Londox, and there to anfwer to fuch ae 
as he fhould be charged with. 


On the 15th of February, the court being af- Appears. 


fembled, Dr. Wickliffe appeared to his fummons, 
well accompanied, and guarded by Fobn duke of 
Lancafter; the king’s fon, and Lord Piercy, mar- 
thal of England, both his difciples, and by a vaft 
concourfe of people, that appeared to be his friends, 
and were more fo by the behaviour of Lord Piercy, 
who took every opportunity to prepoflefs the peo- 
ple in his favour; which being obferved by Dr. 
Courtney, bifhop: of London, he told the marfhal 
ina malicious and haughty manner, that, if he 
had been apprized of his mafterly behaviour, he 


would have taken care to have prevented his com-,- 


ing thither, To which the duke: replied -with 
re3 much 
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Yi D. much warmth, that Lord Piercy fhould a& in that 
NS17* affair ag he thought proper, though difagreeable 
to the bifhop’s fentiments.. Being come. into our 
lady’s chapel, for fo was called the part where» the 
court met in St. Paul’s church on this occafion, 
the duke, and the Lords his attendants, fat thems 
felves down with the archbithops and bifhops, 
And, as Wickliffe ftood before them, Lord Piercy; 
who was chief marfhal of Exgland, very. courte 
ouily defired him to Gt down, and in a manner 
compelled him fo to do, alledging that, as he 
would have much to anfwer, he ought to fit down, 
This highly offended the bifhops; and, in the 
name of the court, bifhop Courtney sichloaile thaty 
as Wickliff was come, asa criminal, to anfwer bes 
fore his ordinary to fuch things as fhould be ob-= 
jected againft him, he ought to thew mote refpect 
and reverence to that court. Thefe words fo.ex= 
aiperated the duke, that he took Courtney upevery 
abruptly, and fwore that he. would pull down not 
only his pride, but the pride of all the bifhops in 
the nation: and added, that, although he might E 
truft in his parentage, his family could profit hint 
nothing. To which the bifhop replied: ‘ I neither « 
‘* truft in my parents or family, nor in the life of - 
‘* any mans but in God only, in whom I ought | 
' *§ co truft.? Which reply fo enraged the duke, 
that he whifpered the bithop foftly, and told him, | 
that he would rather draw him out of the church — 
by the-hair of his head, than fuffer fuch things | 
at his hands. This threat being overheard, and © 
reprefented in a bad light to the croud waiting — 
without i 


y 
a 
ty 
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without the church, ‘as if the duke had threatened A.D. 
the bithop’s life, they gave a loud fhout, declaring’ Rion. ; 
that they’ would-rather lofe their lives, than fuffer 

any violence to be done to their bifhop in his own 
church. However, this appearance ‘in favour of 

Dr. Wickliff brought him off with no more than 
aprohibition from his bifhop, neither to preach 
‘nor write any more in defence of the articles laid 
to'his‘charge.)° - | | | 

“The duke of Lencafter, refenting the behaviour ’Refented 
of the mob at S/. Pawi’s, repaired to the parliament- se Rail 
houfe; and, being prefident of that auguft aflem--caftcr. 
bly, he moved ‘in the king’s name, that from that 
day forward there fhould be no more mayor “of 
London, but that a captain fhould be appointed 
thé chief magiftrate; that the ‘marfhal of Exzland — 
might arreft in the city, and many other things 
manifeftly contrary to their liberties and privileges.’ 

‘Phe city, juftly alarmed by this proceeding, city 
affembled next morning, in their corporate capa. l= me 
city; to confider ‘ways and means ‘to divert the 
impending ftorm raifed by the duke of Lancaftér : 

and they were alfo debating in what manner they 
might feek reparation of the injury or affront ‘pat 

upon their bifhop:” but, before they had come 

to any refolution, Lord Fitz-walter and Sir Guidio 
Brian entered the city 5 and hardly efcaped the hands 

of the’ mob, who were pofeffed with an opinion, 

that they were come with fome bad intent: till 
Lord Fitz-walter, {tanding forth, fpoke to the 
riultitude to this effet: “ Fhat whereas he, by 

s# “Ancient inheritance, being ftandard-bearer for the 

fr’ s¢ city, 
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AuD. 6 city; was obliged to take thevinjuries offered ta” 
thee “¢ the citizens as done to himfelf; and: chee 
Runto  * advifed them to look to their defence.’ Upon: 
ee which the citizens ran to arms, and haftening with. 
Break open Qteat rage to the Manbalféa, where’ Lord. Pyerey- 
aa ig: ee marfhal was fuppofed. to be, they brought, outi] 

a prifoner, a citizen, whom ‘they found there in. 
fetters, and committed contrary to the rights and. 
immunities of the city, aed fet him at liberty2: 
but not finding. the: marfhal, they {poiled and 
plundered his saiaes They then ran to the Savoy, 
in queft of the duke of Lawcafter, to revenge them-. 
felves for the. indignity offered to: their., bifhap,. 
and. for endeavouring in parliament ta retrench, 
the liberties of the city, by having. the office of 
mayor abolifhed, and a cu/fos placed over ity with, 
permiffion to. the marthal of England to arrett i in. 
the city as well as in other parts, | 

This coming to the ears of the duke of yecade 
and the lord marfhal, who dined with Fobn of Ypres. 
in the city ; ; they, dreading the confequences. of, 
their falling into the hands of the enraged citizens, 
rofe immediately .from table, and, croffing ‘the 
Thames, repaired to Kennington palace, where they 
fought protection. from the princefs dowager of 
Wales and her fon Richard. In the mean time the 
_mob, being got to the Savoy, demanded the re- 
leafement of Sir Peter dela Mere, unjuftly detained 
in prifon. Buta prieft imprudently replying, that 
Sir Peter was a traitor, and juftly deferved to be 
hanged, the populace fell upon him; and being 
made to believe him, to be Piercy in difguife, they 

| murdered 
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murdered him in a moft barbarous manner : and, A.D. 
it is more than probable, that they would have pro-. Apher 
ceeded, ‘and pulled down the duke’s palace of the murdered. 
Savoy, had not the bifhop of London haftened thi-. 
ther, and prevented it, by promifing that every People ap- 
thitig fhould be accommodated for the good of Pte 
the city, : | at ie | 
«The tumult inthe city being quelled by thefe ‘Inveteracy 
méané, the multitude difperfed in lefs than three Seeman 
hours; yet their hatred againtt the duke could not 
he fo immediately: obliterated: they hung up his 
arms teverfe in ‘the! principal ftreets of the city, 
ftigmatizing him with being a traitor to his coun~: 
try. |» The duke applied to the bifhop of London 
to excommunicaté’ the parties concerned ‘inthis 
ation to defame him: bur that bifhop, unwilling: 
to incur the people’s difpleafure, declined it; and 
the bifhop of Banger undertook the office ; who, 
attended by the aldermen and fome other principal 
citizens, pronounced the fentence of excommuni-- 
cation, according to the duke’s requeft, and the: How ex- 
corporation not only joined in this public | dif- rade 
approbation and condemnation of the faid indignity 
fhewn to the duke, but they addreffed the king 
himfelf on the occafion; difavowing the late com-" + 
motion, and alledging, not only that it was made 
without their privity; but that they, the magi- 
firates and principal citizens, had exerted them- 
felves, to the utmoft of their power, to fupprels 
the fame: concluding with their uneafinefs at a 
report, that their liberties were to be taken from 
them by parliament. To which his majefty an- King's 
{wered, 
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A.D. fwered, ‘That he had no thoughts of any fuch: 
*307* thing; but that he was rather inclined to enlarge 
their privileges: that he would have them to be. ‘ 
eafy’ in that refpeét, and to take care and keep the. 
~ "peace of the city. Atta 3 1] 
Influenced However,’ the duke’s party prevailing in parlia- 
o meeene ment, and his grace refolved not to put up with: | 
Reso ithe affront offered: to. hint. by the Londoners, the — 
ing was obliged to proceed according to his di-. 
rections; and the mayor, fheriffs, and aldermen 

of ‘the city being commanded to attend the king, 

then in ia dying ftate, and {earce able to {peak, 

at Sheene near Richmond, they were’ feverely. ré- 
primanded, and ftrongly urged to confels their? 
great and heinous offences againft the king and: _ 

the duke, and to fubmit themfelves to their mercy. 
And though they exculpated themfelves; and ab-; — 
Magi- _—_ folutely denied,'th¢ charge, the mayor, theriffs,: 
nite’ and aldermen. were difcharged their offices, and. 
others were appointed in their ftead by the king’s, 
WEE. Pir hy : ans ey 
The duke After this, the king fent privately and com- — 
aan manded the city officers to affemble, and make a. 
. wax candle, or taper, with the duke’s arms upon 
it; and carry it-in a folemn proceffion to St. Paul’s: — 

church, there continually to burn before the image 
of the virgin Maxy, at. the expence of. the city :. 

which. was punétually performed: but it ferved 

to increafe the duke’s hatred for the city; though 

they alledged the king his father’s command for fo 

doing: and, had King Edward lived long enough, 
it appeared too certain that the duke, who.ma-, _ 
naged 


~ 
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naged itn. at! his pleafure, would have wreaked. A.D. 
his vengeance on the Londoner's with a heayy hand; 1399-) 
who now efcaped with only the difmiffion of Adam 


Staple the miayor, and fome. more aldermen, to 


make way for Nicholas Brember, who. was elected 
mayor in his. room, and. fworn into that high office 
on the 29th of March, A.D: 1377, at the tower 
of London; and for fome aches of the duke’s crea- 
tures. 

It being sesiatinas to the nai &c, that King Applica. 
Edward U1. was paft all-hopes of recovery, and cones. 
laid in the agonies of death;, ithe citizeas deputed chard, 
certain of their moft eminent, inhabitants, headed 
by Fobn- Philpot, ta wait upon Prince Richard his 
fucceflor, and the :princefs dgwager of , Wales his 
mother, then .at Kenningtotty humbly pefeeching 
him to grant the city of Loudon royal favour and 
protection, i in cafe of the king’s death, .intreating 
him to come and refide amongft them, and pro- 
mifing to fupport him with their lives and fortunes, 
And accordingly, as feon.as itwas certain the king 
was dead, the Londoners proclaimed his grandfon 
Richard, the fon “of prince. Edward, called the 
Black Prince, deceafed ; which, they immediately 
notified to the young king and his mother, with 


frefh affurances of their fidelity and loyalty, and 


humbly befeeching his majefty to take upon him 
to compromife se put.an,end to the difcord 
that had fubfifted. for fome.time between them and 
his uncle the duke of Lencaflere 


List 
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A.D. List of Mayors in : the Reign of K, Edward Il. 
1377- 


In his 1ft year Hammond Chickwell, =e 
2d Fobn Grantham. vib 
3 Richard Swanland. 
4 + Sir Fobn Pountney. Aste ae 
4 Sir Fobn Pountney. yare 
6 Fobn Prefton. 

Fie Sir Fobn Pountney. 
§ Reginald, at the conduit: 

Ly ve Reginald, at the conduit, — 
10 Sir Fobn Pountney, Ms 
rr Henry Darey. 
12°: ‘Henry Darey. 

13 Andrew Aubery. 
14 Andrew Aubery, 
15 Jobn of Oxenford, 
416 Simon Francis. 

17 John Hammond. 

18 Fobn Hammond. 

19 Richard Lazer. 
20 Geoffry Witchingham, 
24 ~~ Thomas Leggy. 

22 Fobn Loufkin. 

23 Walter Turk. pie 

(24 Richard Killingbury, Si n 
25 Andrew Aubery.: | : 
26 Adam Francis. 

27 Adam Francis, a 
28 Thomas Leggy. BRANT Sh 

2 9 Simon Francis. 1 oy 
30 . Henry Picard. 
3t Sir Fobn Stody, 


In - 
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In the 32d year Fohn Loufkin. — A.D. 
33 Simon Doulfeby. 1377° 
34 Fobn Wroth. | 
35 Fohn Peche. 
36 Stephen Candifo. 
a | Fobn Not. 


38 Adam Bury. 

39 Fohn Loafkin. 

40 Fobn Loufkin. 

4! Fames Andrew. 

42 Simon Mordan. 

43 Fobn Chichefter. 

44 Fobn Barnes. 

45 Fobn Baries. 

46 Fohn Piel. 

47 Adam of Bury. 

48 William Walworth. 
49 Fobn Ward. 

50 Adam Staple. 


CHAP. VIL 


Parliament's interceffion for London. King Richard 
Il’s charter of confirmation. Reconciliation with 
the duke of Wancafter. Sir John :Philpot’s, ex- — 

_ pedition againft the pirates, and fleet for the fiate. 
Wat Tyler’s infurreftion, outrages, murders, de- 

mands, fpeech to the king, and death, Jack Straw 
taken and executed. Dagger added to the city arms. 
City feal altered. . Northampton’s riot. Quarrel 
with the fifomongers and clergy. Tower privileges 
¢ ies med. City rights, liberties, and privileges ~ 

confirmed 
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King Ri- 
chard EH. 


interceed | 
for London 
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confirmed in pathament : the fame proclaimed. 


Choice of common-cottncil-men regulated. Sheriffs, 


bow to be fwork its Defcription of the tower. 


Attachment to the dike of Gloucefter. Addrefs 


to the king: bis anfwer: a citizens bold reply. 
Lhe barons manifefte. Parliament orders nuifances, 


layftals, Fe. to be. removed, A grand tournament. 
City refufe to lend the ‘Ring Yooo/. dow refenteds 
Atis of parliament for removing layftals, and the 
choice of aldermen. Lord-mayor to. infpeli malt 
brought to London: » City addrefs punifbed. Mo- 
dus for tythes propofeds Richard dethroned. Lif 
of mayors, Fc. and otker particulars during the ei 
of King Richard. I, 


ACT LER S thus flood between the city 

and the court; and the city’ a petition to 
parliament, for a Confirmation of their chartered 
liberties, was ftill dépending, when Richard II. 
afcended the throne on thé 22d of Fune, 1 3976 
Yet the citizens claimed their right to the office 
of chief butler to the king at his coronation, 


< 


which was kept on the 15th day of uly follow~ 
' Parliament ings ahd it'was allowed. Ta regard to their’ peti- 


ton to: parliainent, which was renewed imme- 


‘diately at their fit meéting, the réprefentatives 4 


Of thé nation addrefled his majefty, that the city 
OF London ‘might entirely and peaceably enjoy all 


their Franchifes and wfages, that the noble kings, 


his: progenitors, Had granted before that’ time. 
To'which Richard save a moft ; gracious anfiver 
tethe followiig charter of confirmation = “nes: 


\ MN we Wheited 


tal 
n 


€¢ 


6 


further, in a meffage which his majefty foon after 
fent by Lord Latimer, Sir Nicholas Bond, Sir Sa- 
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* Whereas the faid citizens, by their petition . D. 


exhibited to us in parliament, did fet forth, xi’ Ri 


That although they, for a long time paft, have chard’s 


charter of 


-ufed and dnjoyed certain Fide cuftoms, untill confirma- 


of late years they have been unjuftly molefted ; roe i fon 


which cuftoms aré as followeth; viz. That no eatin 4 
foteigner do fell or buy of another foreigner any fling. 


merchandizes within the liberties of the faid city, 


upon pain of forfeiting. the fame. Neverthe- 


lefs, being defirous for the future to take away 
all controverfies about the fame, weé do, by 
thefe prefents, with the affent aforefaid, will 
and grant, and by thefe prefents, for us-and our 
héirs, do confirm unto the faid citizens, and 
their fucceflors, that, for the future, no fo- 
reigner fell to another foreigner any merchan- 
dizes within the liberties of ‘the faid city; nor 
that any foreigner do buy of another foreigner 
any merchandize, upon pain of forfeiting the 
fame; the privileges of our fubjects of Aquitaine 
in all things excepted; fo that.fuch buying and 
felling be made betwixt oS poner and met- 
chant.” | 


This good humour of the couft. ftill siete His good- 
will to the 
citys 


muel Burley, and Sir Richard Adderfbury, to affure 


the citizens, in his royal name, of the refpect he 


bore the city, of his refolution to refide therein, 
and of the progrefs he, according to their defire, 
had made towards. a reconciliation with the duke 
of Laucafter his uncle. His majefty informed them, 


that 
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Jealon fy of 


e citizens 


Wait on 
the king. 


King’s 


~ grand eén- 


try. 


he would dovall in his power to effect an oad 
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that the duke had fubmitted himfelf in all things _ 
to him, touching their cafe; that it was his royal 
pleafure they fhould do the like: and then ‘that 
able agreement for the city. CBD ae 

This meflage was not altogether fo well’ ré- 
ceived by the citizens; who, knowing the king’s 
youth, were jealous of the fincerity of thefe about 
him and in his councils, and of the power and 


‘intereft of the duke, their enemy, at court, could — 


not be brought to this abfolute fubmiffion to the 
decifion of the king, till the noble lord and-the 
knights abovementioned had promifed upon oath, 
that the citizens fhould not fuffer ‘in sents or 
coods. . ps 
On this condition the chief citizens went with 
the mefiengers to Sheene, where the young king, 
his mother, and the duke of Lancaffer, with a ereat 
many of the nobility, waited for their coming. 
The king gave them immediate audience, received 
them gracioufly, and, having the matters in dif- 
pute between the city and the duke of Lanca/fer 
debated in a full council, a perfeét reconciliation 


was wrought; fo that the duke and the city en- 
tered into an entire amity and perpetual friend 


fhip. His grace vouchfafed to émibrace’ dll the 
citizens there, prefent; and the citizens next day 
pfoclaimed this accommodation at the ufual or 
in London'and Weftminfier.. 2100 
After this, the king made his fet entry | into 
the city of London, in the following manner: His 
majefty on a ftately horfe, attended by the duke — 
of 
2 
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of Lancafter, lord high fteward of the kingdom; 
lord Piercy, ear] marfhal; and many of the nobi- 


lity; Sir Simon Butley carrying the fword of ftate, 


and Sir Nicholas Bond leading the king’s horfe; 
followed by a numerous train of young nobility, 
about the age of the king; each divifion having 
trumpets founding before it; fat out from Sheene 
for London; and was met, at the entrance of the 
city, by the mayor, aldermen, and citizens,\ with 
the utmoft fplendor and magnificence. A conduit, 
in the form of a caftle, erected in Cheapfide, ran 
with wine during the cavalcade, and was attended 
by four beautiful girls, who, in golden cups, 
ferved the king, &c. with wine; beftrewed his 
head with gilt flowers, and threw among the po- 
pulace florins that refembled gold. And every 
thing was fo joyous and well Ser dnied. that the 
‘courtiers, efpecially the duke of Lancafter, and 
citizens, feemed to vie who fhould pleafe one an- 
‘other moft; and thereby the duke gained their 
love and good-will. : 
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‘The year 1378 will be for ever famous for the sir John 


expedition of Sir ‘obn Philpot againft the Scotch 


Phiipot de« 
ftroys the 


privateers at his own expence. One fobn Mercer, aie pi 
_obferving that the Englifh marine was in a very. “A. D. 


ruinous condition, and that he had nothing to fear 
from the indolence of the king and_ his oeigitiaye 
was encouraged to fit out privateers in Scotland, 
to cruife upon the Engii/h merchant-fhips. He at 
laft became fo daring, as to enter the port of 
Scarborough, and cut out all the fhips in that har- 
bour ; and the navigation became entirely inter- 

Vout. I. U rupted 


é 


137%, 
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| 4 
rupted by his daily depredations. This fo highly 
affected Sir ‘ohn Philpot, an eminent merchant of 
London, that, after all applications and emon-_ 
ftrances to the miniftry, the merchants not being” 


able to procure any redrefs in this cale, he, at his own 


experice, fitted out a fleet, with tooo men com | 


pletely armed on board, and failed with them, as 


commander in chief, in queft of M Jer cer the pirate. | 
Sir ‘ohn foon found him our, little expecting fuch 
a vifit; and at atime that he was greatly embar- 
raffed with the number of fhips he had taken‘at fea, 
and in Scarborough, amoneft which were fifteen | 3 
Spanif thips, richly laden. There was no Opportu-- | 
nity to efcape by flight; and the value of the prizes” 
was too great to be tamely given’ ‘Ups ‘therefore, 
though’ his ftrength was extremely weakened by 
dividing it into fo many parts for the navigating 
of the fhips he had taken, Adercer tefolved to wnaleel 


the beft defence he was able; and, being attacked, 


His ficceae 


Cenfured 
by the 
courte 


» Clears 
him felf, 


maintained a long and defperate fight. However 
Sir Fobn-Philpot defeat him, and took moft of his 
fhips; with which he'returned in ttiumph up. the 
Thames to the port of Londen, amidft the loud ac- 
clamations of his fellow-citizens, “But this affair 
was not looked upon’ with the fame’bénevolence 


by the weak and indolent miniftry, who fum-_ 


moned Sir ohn to appear, and give an‘ account of 
his conduét, and prefumption to undertake fuch 
an expedition without a commiffion' from the king. 

Sir fobn did appear, and acquitted himfelf before 


‘the council with that refolution and modefty, that 


they could make nothing out to his difadvantage. — 
‘Though 
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Though the miniftry were not difpofed to pro- A.D. 
tect the. trade and navigation from pirates, they ek! da 
were very craving for money; and affefled every Heavy 
perfon according to their condition or flation of ’ eae 
life: which Gacitonca that national difcontent, on 
which was founded the infurrection headed by Wat 
Tyler: for every tradefman, &c. their wives and 
children, were taxed at 4d. per head; the alder- 
men were ranked, and taxed at 21. each, amongtt. 

_the barons 5 and the mayor at 4]. amoneft the Mayor's 
right honourable earls: which is a proof that the ae. 
_mayor of London, at this time, had a fight ¢ to the 

_ title of right honourable. 

Sir John Philpot foon had an opportunity to ré- Sir John 
_new his armament in a way more agreeable to the ee 
fate... There. being required a powerful fleét and ay 
army to be fent to the duke of Bretagne againft the 
French, ‘Sir Fon, then mayor, hired aconfiderable * 
number of fhips at his own expence for that ex- 
pedition, and redeemed the armour and arms of 
above 1000 men, which had been pawied for the 
common necéffaries of life. ‘In all which it ap- 
pears, that this wife, brave, and rich citizen was, 

_ for many years, the head, heart, and hand of the 

. city ;. by defending the rights of his fellow- citizens 

in parliament, by his courage and liberality in 

fupport of the trade and. honour of the nation, 

and by his indefatigable zeal in Fae well- -governing 
of the city. 

Sir William Walworth, A.D. 1380, fucceeded A. D. 
Sir Yobn Philpot in the feat of chief magiftrate of A g8ato, ! 
London. in whofe mayoralty, broke gut, the dan- lism eats 


U 2 perous mayor 


ay 
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A.D. gerous inarpeerion headed by Wat Hilliard, aTpler 


wie at Dartford in Kent, ftirred up by the’ oppreffive — 
jet Ae poll-tax granted by parliament in the preceding 
year, and made more intolerable by the rigid and 
inhuman manner in which it was collected by order 
of fome of the nobility, to whom it was ‘farmed. 
“This Wat Hilliard or Tyler, provoked by one of the 
colleétors, who turned up his daughter to dif 
cover the years of puberty (all of the age ‘of. four , 
teen being taxed at 4d. per head) knocked ‘out. 
his brains, and, engaging the populace on his fide, ; 
‘found himfelf prefently at the head of a numerous" 
army, who reforted to him from the’ adjacent vil- 
Tages. ‘Thefe infurgents took the rout of “Maid~ 
ftone, and were ee greatly encouraged and aug 
John Ball mented by the preaching of one Rail,‘ an excom- 
his chap-  sunicated prieft, and imprifoned for fedition,whom 


lain. 
they releafed from a long confinement it in the el 
gaol. Ball’s text Was, ! eves 
His text. When Adam iblet and Eve ssp 


Who was then a Gentleman. 4 

His doce From which words he infifted, that ‘all mankind 

mings "were upon an equality in power and riches: and 

exhorted the infurgents to go to the king and de- 

mand liberty, and to ufe force, if it could not be 
otherwife obtained. _ They accordingly chofe Wat 


: Tyler for their leader, who immediately obliged 
ak ree his followers to fwear, ‘* for their mutual defence, 


' db 
pote Tyler * to be true to King Richard and the Commons | 
ety “ of England; never to receive a king whofe name 


-< was Fohn Li. € john duke of Lancafer)s ‘to per- 
be - fuade | 


ae 


/ 
é 
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< fyade their neighbours to, join in the common A. D. 
“ caufe, and never to fubmit to the payment of hie 
& any other tax than a fifteenth.” Bat 
_ From Maidftone the rebels, marched, to Black- Arrive at 
| heath, where Wat's army was increafed to 100,000 Ra 
men, clowns, infolvent debtors, run-away appren- 
tices, out-laws, vagabonds, and other mifcreants, 
who had taken up arms in Norfolk, Suffolk, and 
Effex, and repaired now to his camp. Thefe de- Demands. 
 fperadoes infifted upon liberty, and the abolifhing , 
of civil laws and cuftoms; and they particularly 
- declared againft the intolerable exactions and cor- 
ruptions of the lawyers; and their intemperate 
zeal carried them fo far as to behead every noble- 
roan and lawyer they could find, They even dared 
~ ¢o fummon the king himfelf to meet them at this - 
camp. But, when this infolent demand was de- 
bated in council, the king’s going to Blackheath 
was ftrenuoufly oppofed by Simon Sudbury, arch- 
bithop of Canterbury, and Sir Robert Hales, prior 
of Si. Fohn of Ferufalem, and lord high-treafurer 
and their advice was followed, which determined 
the rebel army. to break up from Blackheath; and 
they arrived in Southwark on the 10th of June, Arrive in 
1580, where they broke open the King's Bench and Southwarke 
Marfbalfea prifons, and, with the affiftance of the . 
prifoners releafed from thence, the rebels difcovered 
the houfes of lawyers, jurors, and queftmongers, : 
and levelled them with the ground. Violence. 
Here the rebel army divided into two parts. Joined by 
‘The Efex men marched forward to Lambeth, and Bien ees 
burnt the archbifhop’s palace, and all its rich fur- Burn Lam- 
U 3 niture, bethpalacéa 
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* 


A.D. niture, and all the books, regifters, and writings, — 


4 80. s. . ee 85) OF pak ey 
i relating to Chancery affairs. The divifion that 


‘remained i in Southwark deftroyed the common ftews 
or bawdy-houfes along the bank-fide, farmed by 


the city to Flemifo bawds. The mayor, at firft, 
fhut the bridge-gate, to prevent the rebel-army’s — 


Admitted march into the city: but, next day, it was thought 
ni 4 
a me more‘advifeable to admit them into London, as the — 


beft means to prevent the deftruction committed 


in the borough of Southwark. . It was Corpus Chrifti ’ 
day when thefe rebels entered the city;' where — 


28 arr 


they were accommodated with whatever the fham- — 
bles and cellars could provide: and, being joined © 


. Burn the by the moft diffolute of the citizens, they repaired — 
to the Savoy, the duke of Lancajfter’s palace, and — 


Savoy. 


at that time the moft magnificent edifice in the 


kingdom; which they foon reduced to afhes, to- 
gether with all the plate, jewels, and furniture in — 


The Tem- it. rhe Fe emple fell the next facrifice to their 
ple. 


other inns of court. 


Divide into. Now the rebels divided themfelves tito eitseld 
3 bodies. “bodies. One divifion proceeded to Clerkenwell, 


Burn feve- where they burnt the rich priory of St. Fobn of Fe- 


ral other 


frenzy ; which was alfo burnt down: in whofe 
flames were confumed all the records of Chancery, 
and books and papers belonging to the fludents 
of the law. And they did ie fame to all ie : 


Oe a ee ee 


2 PR is, 


places. ‘yufalem; and from thence marched to deftroy Sir 


“a 


‘Dfington. 


Robert Hales’s manfion-houfe at Highbury, near 


‘One par Another body suite ted at Mile- end, to fecure j 
cih it the ealtern road into the city, through which Londen 


wag 


a?) 
a ; uae 
; i ¢ ; ‘wie . 
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was chiefly fupplied with provifions; to diftrefs A. D. 
the city, and to {wear thofe to the caufe, who were 
coming to London. 

_ The third body escamped on Tower-bill, which Another 
found means to get into the tower of Londan, not- Sale neil 
withftanding it was defended by 600 men at arms, 
and as many veteran archers; who had been fla- _ 
tioned there for the defence of the king’s perfon: King quits 
but upon the king’s going unarmed, and, as it were copii 
incog. to the sabe! camp at Mile-end, to which his 
majefty was, at laft, intimidated by threats to pull 
down the tower and to take away his life, that gar- 
rifon faffered the rebels, without refiftance, to en- sage en- 
ter, to penetrate into the royal apartments, to abufe © 
every thing at their pleafure, to kifs the queen- 
mother, and to feize and behead archbifhop Sud- Behead the 
bury, and Sir Robert Hales abovementioned, in fuch at 
a barbarous manner, that the archbifhop was man- ®e- Hales. 
gled with eight ftrokes of the ax on his neck and 
head; and his head was fixt on a pole upon London- 
bridge. : | 

The Effex od havine got the king in their King goes 
power at Mile-end, he page all chiete Hbaads and NS 
threatenings ; which indicating their refolution to Wiile-end. 
force his conceffion, his majefty yielded to them 
all, through neceffity, and thereby regained his~ 
liberty, and was permitted to return. And on the 

fame day (15th of Fune) the Een men difperfed Effex men 
and returned home, ith ae 

Wat Tyler, in the mean time, was committing outrages 
the moft horrible outrages and barbarities in Lon- sity So 
fon and Weftminfer. ‘They murdered many emi- London 


and Weft- 
U 4 nent »infter. 
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A.D. nent citizens, efpecially the Flemifb merchants 5 


places in the city. 
King's fafe “The king meeting with fuch fuccefs at Mile-end, 
ees and being got fafe to his mother and fome friends 
at the ssliniibe in the royal tower of London, to 
which they had retired, it was refolved to propofe 
the fame terms to the rebels in the city. But, 
after three draughts of the pacific propofals, Wat 


Tyler, who had now formed a defign to murder 


the king and all the nobility, and to plunder and 


burn London, not accepting any of them, the court | 


His pro- fent Sir Fob Newton to invite the archtraitor to a 


War Ty. public conference with the king in Smithfield, 


_ der. order to infert fuch further articles, as he ce 


broke open the prifons ; murdered all that were 
concerned in the exchequer, in the law, or any wife — 
capable of writing a letter, and fet fire to many | 


r 


Wat's de- infift on; one of which was, that Wat fhould be - 


mands. invelted with power to behead all lawyers, efcheat- 
ors, and others, whofoever were learned in the law, 
or communicated with the law; that the nation 
might receive the law from his (Wai’s) mouth only, 
His beha- The archtraitor vouchfafed, after fome demur, 
viour when tq follow Sir Jobn to the place mentioned: and as 


approach- 


ing to ei foon as he came in fight of the king, he fet {purs | 


to his horfe, left hig companions, valid rode full 
gallop till he touched the crouper of the king’s 
His fpeech. horfe; whom he accofted thus: “© Sir king, feett 
“¢ thou all yonder people? Yea truly, quoth the 
** king; wherefore fayft thou fo? Becaufe, faid 
“* Wat, they be all. at my command, and have 
** fworn to me their faith and truth, to do all that 
* T would have them. In good time, replied the 
| « king, 
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- & king, [believe it well.” Then at Tyler added, A. i 

«¢ Believeft thou, king, that thefe people, and as 

«© many more, as be in London at my command, 

«¢ will depart from thee thus, without having thy 

*¢ Jetters?? ‘* No, faid the king, yefhall have 9 

<‘ them; they be ordained for you, and fhall be. 

«¢ delivered to every one of them.” By this time 

Sir ohn Newton, who carried the king’s {word, 

coming on horfeback near the traitor, gave him 

great offence, who arrogantly told Sir Yobn, that 

it would better become him to be on foot in his 

prefence, Sir John replying, that he thought there. 

was no harm in that; the rebel drew his dagger, Draws his 

with an intent to‘ftab him, and called him traitor : “28°" 

Sir Fohn gave him the lie, and drew his dagger 

alfo. Wat then demanded the fword Sir Yobm car- 

tied. The knight anfwered, ‘“‘ No: it is the 

* kino’s fword, of which thou art not worthy: 

&¢ neither durft thou afk it of me, if we had been’ 

_§* by ourfelves.” /Vat, enflamed with paffion to 

the higheft degree, fwore that he would not eat 

hafore: he had Sir Jobn’s life; till the king, inter- Threatens 

pofing, endeavoured to pacify the clown; whofe Peidetsick 

demands were as extravagant as his deportment ie. 

was rude. Which made it neceffary for the king, 

with the advice of his friends about him, to run 

the fingle hazard of having him put under an arreft. 

Richard was fomewhat intimidated. But the exi- william 

gence of affairs requiring fo dangerous a meafure, eae 

his majefty commanded Wiliam Walworth, mayor chia feize 

of London, to execute the fame, as being within 

his jorifdiction. Walworth, readily and boldly ac exes 
riding“ 


298. History and Survey of | 
ning “riding up to the’arch-rebel, gave him fuch a blow 
1330. 


with his fword upon the head, as threw him from 


bis horfe; “and he was foon difpatched by Sir Fobn 


’ Sandwich-and others, who ran to his affiftancey 
Itsiconfe- © At the firft fight of Waz’s fall, the rebels cried, 


quences. 


ly bent their bows. But the king, with a prefence 


The king’s Of mind and refolution above one of his age, made 


gallant 


conduét. Up to them, and faid: “ What, my friends, will ° 


*¢ you kill your king? Be not troubled for the 
** lofs of your leader: I will be your captain, 


Putsanend ** and grant you what you defire.” Which had 


to the re- 


bellion, fuch an effect upon the rebels, that they marched 


under his conduct into St. George’s fields. In the | 
mean time, Walworth and Philpot raifed 1000 © 
citizens, completely armed, and fent them fo ex- 
peditioufly under the conduét of the brave and — 


‘¢ Let us revenge his death ;” and they immediate-_ 


‘experienced officer Sir Robert Knowles, to the king’s- 
affiftance, that the rebels were ftruck with a pan-— 


‘nic, and threw down their arms, and begged for 
mercy, at the fight thereof. There was a fecond 


in command, whofe name was Fack Straw. This 


rebel endeavoured to conceal himfelf in Londons 


but he was, in a few days, dete&ed in’ an eating 


houfe there, and was tried and condemned By 
the lord-mayor; and his head,-and the head of 
Wat Tyler, were fixt upon’ London-bridge; from 
whence the archbifhop’s was taken down. 


Jack Straw ‘Fack Straw before his execution confefféd, that 


takene it had been refolved, by him and his accomplices, 


to fack and burn the city of London in the evening 


of the day whereon Wat 08 was killed, So that 
this 
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this ancient, noble, populous, and opulent city A- D 
was devoted to deftruction, and a facrifice to igno- . 
rance and begeary. And as the prefervation Sheth 

of, and indeed of the king alfo, was owing to the 
conduct and bravery of the Londoners, his majeity 
conferred the honour of knighthood upon Willian 
Walworth, mayor; and John Philpot, Nicholas 
Brembre, and Robert Laund, aldermen; with a 
reward of 100]. per ann. fee-farm rent to Sir Wil- 

kam Walworth; and 401. per ann. each, to the 

other three. And he honoured the city, in gene- Deeper’ 
ral, with the addition of a dagger to the arms of aa arate 
London, in remembrance of the great affiftance 

given by the city to the king, and of. the over- 

throw of thé arch-rebel by the fword or dagger of 

the mayor. 

Accordingly we find, that,’ at a full affembly city feat 
in the upper chamber of Guilaball, fummoned by «Madog 
Sir William Walworth, mayor, it was agreed, by © 
common confent, that the ancient feal of the office 
of the mayoralty of the faid city fhould be broken, 
and that another new one, which the faid mayor 
had caufed to be made, and in which were the | 
- images of St. Peter and S¢. Paué, with the fhield 
of the arms of the faid city, fupported by two lions, 
and with two more on each fide of the arms, and 
two niches, containing two angels, between whom, 
over the faid images of St. Peter and St. Paul, fat 
the image of the Virgin Mary, fhould be ufed. 

See ib. i. H. fol. 132. 6. 

The public tranquility was fearce fettled, before Broils in 

the city was difquieted by inteftine broils. The *“% 


iniquity 


“of being 
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A.D. iniquity of the times had introduced and favoured _ 
138°. Jicentious and immoral perfons; and they were 
fuffered by the bifhops and their clergy to go on 

in their lewdnefs and debauchery to fuch a length _ 

as raifed the attention and indignation of Fobu. 
Northampton; who fucceeded Walworth in the, 

The mayor Mayoralty, and feverely profecuted fuch as were 
pro-teutes found guilty of whoredom ;: to the no fmall dif- 
like of the clergy, who looked upon fuch proceed- — 

ings to be an infringement of their. authority; 

and enjoined him, but in vain, to defift from fuch 
practices for the future: for, the Mayor, not re- 

garding their threats, Renny in the work of re- 
formation. 7 

Chrno: He was alfo delve into a controverfy mith the | 


verly with fifhmongers, for obtaining an act of parliament to 
fithmon-' = 


* gers, lay that trade open; by which, all foreigners, in ’ 


amity with his majefty, were allowed: to fell their 

fith in Lendon, and elfewhere, by wholefale and 

retail; and he compelled them to acknowledge that — 

Fihmon. their occupation was no craft, and therefore un- 

in wb worthy to be dacs amongft the other myfte- 
craft. ries. | 

Viguallers. This alfo is he who procured an act of parlia- 

not capable rent, that no victualler fhould exercife any judi- 
juftices. cial office in London, nor in any other city, borough, 

town, or fea-port, in the kingdom, unlefs in Gch 

towns where no other fufficient perfon could be found 

qualified for fuch an office. In which cafe every 

fuch perfon was to abftain from the exercife of his 

trade during the time of his office, upon pain of 

forfeiting all the victuals he fhould. fell during : 

4. that. 


wet 4 
ae 
t 
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that time. “By which aét all fifhmongers, butchers, 
and grocers, who in the fenfe of that act (4 
Rich. 11.) were deemed victuallers, were rendered And mayor 
incapable of ferving the office of mayor. 
King Richard ll. in his 6th year, A.D. 1382, A.D. 
fent a letter to the mayor of London, to confirm 
the privileges belonging to the conftable of the 
tower of London. And as this royal grant proved 
‘afterwards the caufe of much contention between 
the yobs and the city, it ~_ be proper to give 


it 


at Ieneth: 
“Richard, by the grace’ of God, king of Eng- 
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1382. 


Confirma- 
tion of the 


land and France, and lord of Wielind to the oonfableof 


mayor ‘and fheriffs of London fendeth ¢reeting. orlesess s 


Forafmuch as we have underftood, that the 
conftables of our tower of London, time out of 
mindy even’‘to the time now laft paft, and in 
particular: Fobn Darcy, Fobn de Beaucamp, Ro- 
bert de Morle, Richard de Vache, and Alan de 


- Buxbill, hitherto conftables of the faid tower, 


have had'the cuftoms, pence, and profits under- 
written, by right belonging to ‘the forefaid 
tower; and in quiet manner taking them by 
themfelves, or their fervants; to wit, of every 
boat loaden with rufhes, brought to the faid 
city, fuch a quantity of rufhes, to be laid upon 
tower-wharf, as may be contained within a 


man’s arms; of every boat accuftomed to bring’ 


oyfters, mufcles, and cockles, to the forefaid 
city, One maund, thence to be brought and 
laid upon the faid wharf; from every fhip laden 


‘ with wines, coming from Bourdeaux, or elfe- 


<¢ where, 


1332. 


* 
n 


6¢ 


we b 
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. where, unto the faid'city, one oe | 


matt, and another behind the maft; whatfoever 
fhip, barge, or boat, or other veffel, which 
fhall go loofe by reafon of ftorm or wind, or 


the ropes and cordage being broken, fhall float 


from London- Bridge to Gravefend, or from thence 
to the faid bridge, to be taken by the conftable 
of the faid tower, or his fervants, and to be ap- 
plied to the ufe of the faid conftable; what fwans 
foever coming under the faid bridge towards 
the fea or Bieth the fea towards the faid bridge ; 


+ all manner’ of horfes, cows, oxen, hogs, and | 


fheep, which havé fallen from the faid bridge into 


the water of Thames, which the forefaid confta- 


ble, or his fervants, may take; any fuch like 


creature {wimming through the middle of. the 


faid bridge to the forefaid tower, which the 
fame conftable or his fervants aforefaid have 
taken; of every foot of fuch like creature feed- 
ing within the ditch of the forefaid tower, one 
penny; every cart, empty orladen, which fhall 
fall into the aforefaid ditches, as forfeiture or 


fee of the conftable; and that the forefaid con- 


ftables, as well thofe afore-named, as others, 
have ufed and enjoyed the ufages underwritten, 
from the time beforefaid; to-wit, that no cart, 
empty or laden, which fhall fall. into the fore- 
faid ditches, as forfeiture or fee of the conftable, 
and that the forefaid conftables,. as well thofe 
afore-named as others, have ufed and. enjoyed 
the ufages underwritten, from the time before- 
faid; to wit, that no cart, empty or laden, 

“* ought 
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*¢ ought to come from the end of the ftreet called A. mg 
<¢ Petty-wales, upon the faid Tower-bill, nor near — ve 
“¢ the forefaid ditch, to the high ftreét, called. 
“© Tower-freet, unlefs it be taken and brought 
~“* within the faid tower; and that’ no cart fhall | 
*< pafs beyond the bridge, between the ditch of 
“¢ the faid caftle and the ‘ditch of the hofpital of 
<6 St. Catherine’s, without the licence of the con- 
“© ftable of the faid' tower; and if it do, and 
_.* break the bar, that cart ought to be brought 
“© within the faid tower, and to make fatisfa@tion 
** for'the tranfereffion,. according to the faid 
*€ conftable’s will :) We, willing to maintain all 
© and fingular the rights and: liberties of our 
** tower aforefaid, that they perifh not, or be 
unlawfully taken away, command you, that 
“* you permit our beloved and loyal Sir Thomas 
Murrieux, our conftable of the tower, to take 
and have the cuftoms, pence and profits, by 
*¢ himfelf and his fervants, in form aforefaid, and 
© toufe-and enjoy the forefaid ufages freely, with- 
** out any impediment, as he ought to take and 
“* have fuch cuftoms, pence and profits, and to 
-** ufe-and enjoy the aforefaid ufages, as he and 
«« all other conftables of the faid tower have 
-* reafonably accuftomed to take and have thofe 
-“* cuftoms, pence and profits, and to ufe. and en- 
f& joy the forefaid ufages, from the time afore- 
“*faid; and that by no means ye neglect. this. 
** Witnefs myfelf at. Hitham, the 16th day of 
-* November, in the 6th year of our reign. 
2" : ‘ ss By the king.” 
This 


«ce 
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A.D. | 'This.grant in fome meafure feems to clath with 
7383 the. firt charter eranted by Edward JII.. and con» 
Remarks 4 Aes Ap aie. 
thereon. armed by parliament in the firft year of his reign: 
and it is certain the Londoners looked upon it.in that 

light. Wherefore we find that they immediately 
petitioned the king for.a confirmation of all their 

~ . “rights, Wohig taka, charters, 8zc. which jwas 
eranted, with this claufe in the 73d) article, 

«That the conftable of the! tower of London 

«© fhould make no prizes -by Jand, nor by water, 
© of victuals, or other things whatfoever, of the 

© men of the faid city, nor of any other coming 

* towards. the faid city, or: going thence; or 

1$* caufe to be arrefted the fhips or. boats bringing 
© victuals, or nthe fuch like goods, to or from 

2% the: faid city.” Yet we muft. read this claufe 
with a /alvolto-the cuftoms and privileges enjoyed - 

vby'the conftable of the tower of London: for by 
‘the.confent and advice.of the fame. parliament, 

‘with which his. majefty confirmed the city charter 
-abovementioned, he confirmed -alfo the: forefaid 

orant to the conftable of the tower; onthe 22d 
-of Nov. in the ninth year of this reign. a 
Defigns ‘However, it is evident: that there was. fome 
neg caufe about this time, 7 Richard I. A.D. 13835 
to fufpeét a defign in the court to fhake the ancient 
Parliament government Of London: for the parliament, with 
bee in pe which the city kept in’ great credit, did/on their 
your of own accord addrefs his majefty, in the 7th year 
| of his reign, ‘* That the citizens of London 

‘¢ might be entirely reftored, in that prefent.par- 

ee Jiament, to their franchifes and free-ufages, 

“ and. 


~~? 


n 
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* and that it would pleafe his majefty, of his 4-D._ 
“< fpecial grace, fo grant and confirm to the 1323 
« faid citizens, -and to their fucceffors, by his 

*¢ letters patents, all their liberties and. free-ufages, 

“© as entire and full as they or their Domleceloug 

“had enjoyed at any time by the favour of his 
“ noble progenitors, with the claufe of Licet uf 

“non fuerint, vel abufi fucrint: i.e. Whether the 
 fame-where. not. ufed, or ever abufed: in like 

<¢ manner with the franchifes they did then en- 

“‘ joy by his own moft gracious charter, and 

“¢ were confirmed; any ftatutes, judgments, 

“¢ furrenders, ordinances, or. any charters or 
grants, of his majefty or his progenitors .afore- 
faid, in time paft made and granted, to the 
‘© contrary notwithftanding, &c. To which King 
‘ Richard Y1,.anfwered, Le rot le voet: i.€. fo The king's 
& she. king willeth.? In confequence of which, dal 
there paffed in this parliament, a charter recit- 
ing, by in/peximus, the feveral charters of con- 
firmation, and others pafled by King Edward Il. . 
and Ill. and by,King Henry II, And this parlia- 
“mentary charter. was fet forth very fully, and 
publifhed in a proclamation by Sir Nicholas Brem- 
bre, knight and lord mayor, by command of the 
king, which proclamation is preferved among the 
City Records, lib, ii. fol. 162. ¢.and 4, in datin, 
as of great confequence to pofterity, and is thus 
tranflated: | 

.* A proclamation made in the mayoralty of Proclama- 


cc 


ce 


=.) 


Y b- 

— Sir Nicholas Brembre, knight and mayor, sense the 
“on Friday after the fealt Pape the, B.°V. parliainene 
tary char- 
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“ Mary, and in the oth yeat of the reign of 


© Richard Il. concerning the liberties latel: 


«« granted to the citizens of London, by the — 


** Jord the king in his parliament ; ‘and alfo 


“* concerning certain ancient liberties renew- 


© ed by the lord the king, and newly ‘con- 
“° frmed to ‘the faid citizens pase “ah ‘toyal | 


cc charter. 


e Tt is proclaimed on he part of the 16H our 


' king, and of the mayor of the city of London, | 


by virtue of the confirmation and conceffion 
made by the faid lord the king, concerning | 
the liberties and ancient cutting of the faid 
city, as well by charters of the kings of ‘Eng- 
land, granted unto them, as without charters, ‘ 


that it may be made known to all foreigners 
concerning the. following liberties of the faid | 


citizens, efpecially etna the faid do Ba | | 


as the citizens of the city aforefaid, ee 


«° So that no fummons, attachments on execu. 4 


tions, be made by any minifters or officers of 


the lord the king, or of his heirs, either with — 


or without a warrant, within the liberties: of 


the city aforefaid, but by the officers of Sie 


city only. 


“¢ Alfo the fame Tord our kine hath: out vig J 


his fpecial erace, by his’ cBuitret eranted and 


confirmed, as will fully appear by having re- 
courfe to the faid charters and letters, the gifts, 


~ - i A te ie ee 


> eye, 


erants, confirniations, © innovations, and ‘che=@ 


ordinances aforefaid; and alfo all the articles, 


6 atiet 


« and all other and every thing contained, recited, — 
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thereof, at the inftance and requeft. of the 


© commons of the realm of England in his. aft 
‘ parliament, for the nourifhing greater quiet - 
and peace among. his Jiege fubjects, and forthe | 


public good, and by and with the affent of the 


prelates, lords, nobility and great men, affift-— 


ing him in the faid parliament, for himfelf and 
his heirs, as much as in him lies, to the citizens 
of the. forefaid city, and to their heirs and 
fucceffors, citizens of the fame city. 

« Alfo.the fame our lord the king has eageal 


granted, at. the inftance and requelt as .afore~ 


faid, and by the affent aforefaid,, and alfo by 
his own charters confirmed, for himfelf and 
his. heirs aforefaid, that. the forefaid citizens 
and their fucceffors, citizens of the city afore 


<« faid, fhall be as entirely and fully reftored to all 


their liberties and free-cuftoms, as ever they or 


* their predeceffors have at any, time more freely 


and fully enjoyed the fame under the prede- 
ceffors of him the lord the, king. 


.. % Alfo the fame lord our king willeth, That, 


46 


73) 


though the fame citizens, or: their predeceffors, 


citizens of the city-aforefaid, have not on any 
soccafion: whatfoever, hitherto fully ufed any 
woreither of the liberties, acquittances, grants, 
ordinances, articles, or free-cuftoms,. or other 


things granted in ‘the faid charters dr. letters, 
or? r spethapschave: -abufed>:any “or all of the.ac- 
; ee) “© gquit- 
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* and explained in all the charters and letters, as A; D. 
welll. of him the lord the king, as any of his pro- 
_genitors.; ratifying and granting all and each 
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Northamp- 
ton’s fedi- 
tion. 
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*¢ quittances, grants, ordinances, articles,» or 
“< free-cuftoms, or any other things, in the fame 
‘< charters or letters, as. aforefaid, contained ; 

“© neverthelefs the fame citizens, their heirs Fe 
fucceffors, citizens of the’ city aforefaid, may 
“* for the future fully enjoy and ufe all'and fin- 
“ sular the liberties, acquittances, “ordinances, 
<* articles, grants, free-cuftoms, and whatfoever 
<¢ elfe is contained in the faid charters and letters 
*¢ aforefaid, whether the fame were not ufed, or 
«« perhaps abufed, and every one of them, with- 
** out let or impediment, of the fame the lord 
‘* the king, or of his heirs, juftices, efcheators, 


n 


iy ieaease or of any other his bailiffs or minifters _ 


¢ 


wn 


whomfoever; any ftatutes or ordinances pub- i 
“* lithed, or judgments given, or any charters 
“© of the fame the lord the king, or of his pro- 
‘“genitors aforefaid, in times paft’ made and 
<‘oranted, tothe contrary notwithftanding.” 

‘This royal favour gave infinite fatisfaGtion to 


‘the Londoners. And the fifhmongers in a ‘par- 


ticular: manner experienced the good-will of the 
laft parliament, which had done fuch great things 
for the city. For they were reftored to all their 
ancient rights and liberties, except the liberty of 
holding a court; all affairs continuing according’ 
to the late charter to be tranfacted in the mayor’s 
court. But the turbulent f{pirit of Fobn Northamp- 


ton was fo difpleafed with this favour to the fifh- 
mongers, that he raifed a fedition in the city, and 


Imprifoned patrolled, the ftreets in a riotous manner. » For. 


ave life. 


vale he was apprehended and confined at' T7n- 
tagel- 
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tagel-cafile, in Cornwall, for life, and his goods fed, 
were forfeited to the king, by a convention of 1383 
nobility at Reading: and one Fobn Columbine, a 
fhoemaker, and°a great ftickler for Northampton, 
was apprehended uy Sit, Robert Knowles, carried 
immediately to Guildball, arraigned, . convicted 


] Jine 
of fomenting. an infurre€tion, and prefently be- eee: 


headed. 

Walfingham relates, under the year I 38 35 that City ma- 
the Londoners invaded the difcipline of. the church, webs 
and took the punifhment of fornication and adul- Pgs 
tery into their hands; by imprifoning feyeral wo- 
men for thofe offences, and expofing them in the 
ftreets with their hair cut fhort, and trumpets and 
hautboys before them, to publith their crimes. 

To which the magiftrates faid they were. forced, 
by. the negligence fad partiality of the clergy and 
of the irircal courts, who connived at licenti- 
oufnefs for a bribe: and to let juftice and difci-. 
pline fleep any longer, was to draw down divine 
‘vengeance on their city, and the way to be de+ 
ftroyed either by war, -peftilence or earthquakes. 
Peace once more reftored to the city, their The com- 
next care was to eftablifh.a refpectable common- Giregulan 
council. For, as we read in Libro Aldo, folio 1a. 4. 
petitions were prefented to the mayor at a great 
common-hall of the citizens, fetting forth, that 
for want of fufficient perfons chofen, divers things | 
were pafied in common-council, more by clamour 
than reafon ; for prevention whereof, feveral arti- 
cles were propofed to be experimented, and if 
found good and ufeful, to be confirmed: amongft 
A 3 which 
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aldermen; four out of each ward; and not-out 


‘time been ufuali” “After this eftablifhment of: the 
isd - common: eoandily Nicholas Brembre. fo imanaged, 
that, on the Sth of Mareb, he got the common- 
Avderinen Council: men ‘to turn out all, Or imoft ‘Of sthe alder- 


diout, 
pete anen} and’tochofe’ new ones for their velfpedtive 


‘of the court: for we find’ a warrant’ from * the 
‘king, dated “that fare day: at' We Panini to say 
ia their proceedings and ele@ions, | a 


A. D. ‘which one was, That the common council might 
confit of fufficiet people, ard that for the’ fuc 
ture théy fhowld be chofen under the earé of the 


of the guilds, “myfleriess or crafts, as had to that 


Wards 3) whith: feems to ‘have been! done by order | 


The new method of Chufing common- Resa 


tien being found more ay aabe ous for the well- 


governing oF the city, the mayor, aldermen, and 


‘common: “couticil, in whiofe “court the cltizetis had 


“eftabl ifhed their ‘ corporation, and powet to ena 


“what fhould’ feem to theth, in comnion-council 
: “affemb ted; “moft beneficial for’ their ‘good govern- 
: shent; in the faid courrdid, ‘on the: rf of Say, 


copncib 


and when Jphye inhabitants fhould chufe thofe who had ferved. 


to be cho- 


bitte to “the’ common: eouncil © ifhould: be affembled once‘ 
neet in | 


| men how’ tleawvarass fifteen days after'St. Gregory and that 


fen. ‘the ‘year Wefore, ‘or ‘others. And further, “That. 


tn the ‘very Text year, A, D.'1384, ‘make this — 
_ -swenbo Yegulation in regard ‘to the: ‘choice ‘af the com 
— - €ommon  “thon- council, viz. ‘That they’ fhould be chofen by 


council, “quarter, or ofther, to confalt and takes ‘care of | 


“the affairs of the: ‘city, 


The 
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_ Theking’s intermeddling with city ¢lections in A.D. 
March lat, was foon followed, A. D. 1385, by 
Sher if 
requiring the new fheriffs to be fworn before the pow tobe - 
barons of the exchequer. The cafe was this, vo" iM 
Hamon Godcheap and William de Byddle, being pre- 
fented as fheriffs elect to the treafurer and barons 
of the exchequer 5 the barons required them to 
ake an oath for their good deportment in that 
office. Fobn Gyyors, the mayor, replied, that 
the perfons prefented by him were not obliged, 
nor ought they to take an oath concerning the 
‘exercife of their office any where but before the 
mayor and aldermen of the city: and that fince 
the firtt conceffion made to the citizens of chuf- 
ing the fheriffs of London. and Middlefex, and of 
difcharging them at pleafure, it had not been 
‘known that ever any fuch oath had been taken ; 3 
except once, . when the city was feized into the 
hands of Edward I. Therefore he prayed, in 
the name of the.city, that the faid -Hamon and 
William might. be admitted to the faid office, 
upon their prefentation, according to. cuftom. 
But the barons, though they. did not pretend to 
fet afide the election, obliged the fheriffs eleét to 
take the oath before them, jor, at their peril to 
execute the office of fheriffs, 
And it was.upon the back of this mortification, 
that the conftable of the, tower obtained a con- 
firmation of his privileges in parliament, above 
recited, Which proved a bone of contention, 
till King James }. decided;the controverfy in fa- 
vour of the city. Of which tower, Fiz Stephens 
XK 4 writes, 
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A.D. writes, « That it was in his time a moft ftrong 


of the 


© and very great palatine towers whofe turrets 
a xiption “and walls do rife from a very deep’ foundation; ‘3 


tower of #6 Vand dts tyortar Js tempered with the blood of : 


London, . 
*¢ ‘beatts.” « And here alto let it be remarked, 


Conftable- ‘That the conftable of the tower, fo often men- . 


of the 


tower, tioned, is a place. of high honour ‘and truft, the 
firft and principal officer sof this royal fortrefs, and 
is found upon ‘record firftin the reign’ of King 

Keeper of “Stephen, and was oné Othewenus.- But this high 

the tower, 
keeper, and fometimes by a lieutenant, who were 
invefted with the fame authority, though inferior 


to the conftable in title; and again thet don’t — 


want precedents of a conftable’s being keeper at 


office was frequently fufpended and fupplied by a | 


the fame time, and receiving ‘the fees of both — 


places ; ; as appears by the Red: Tur. 13 Henry IIT. 
The num- The proportion ot number of four commoh- 
ber of ©2™~ council to reprefent each ward, being found in- 


mon-coun- 


eilmen, adequate, ‘it was refolved, confirmed and fettled, 


in the year 1385, that each ward fhould chufe 
four, fix, or eight, according to their bignefs. 

In the year 1386, the kingdom being threat- 
ned with a French invafion, in the abfenee of our 


beft troops, fent to-fupport the pretences of the © 


Duke of Leancafer to’ the crown of Caftile.; the 
king fent the following writ'to the éity of Lovdon : 
King's ‘$©°Thé king to his beloved the: mayor and 


it t t 
cng ** aldermen, and the reft of the citizens: of Lon- 


ne hoe “* dow, fendeth health. Know ye, that as well 
reo - 
fence, * the walls and other defences or forts of the 


ust  faid. city are old and’ weak, and for want of - 


*. repair, | 


Lonpon,, WesTMINSTER, &e. 313 


bs repair, are in fome places fallen down: and A.D. 
“that the ditches*of the faid. city are filled i 
« exceedingly with dirt, dunghills and+ other 
© filth, fo that grafs grows in the fame, not only 
*¢ to the evident danger of the faid\ city and in- 
é habitants thereof, efpecially in ‘this time of 
“¢ war; but alfo to the ‘manifeft- difgrace and 
© {candal of us and! the whole city, 8c.” His : 
majefty then impowers ‘the mayor and citizens to | 
‘renew and take the ‘toll upon merchandize'and 
victuals brought into the city for ten’ years, as te 
had beén done in the year 1276, granted by King 
Edward}. and the citizens fet heartily to work 
about repairing the walls, bulwarks' and ditches 
and demolifhed feveral houfes: adjoining to the city 
‘walls, to prevent their being a ‘harbour for the ° 
enemy, fhould the city be rattatkee that way.: 
But no fooner was the French expedition blown 
‘over, than the citizens dropt their repairs; and 
were obliced to take a part in thofe domeftic 
‘troubles, which were occafioned bythe pep 
over attachment to his favourites. 

Thofe favourites were Robert de Vere and Mi- King’s fa- 
chael dela Pole. The king had created the former **** 
duke of Ireland, and the latter earl of Suffolk and 
Jord high chancellor; and committed the admi- 
niftration of the national affairs to thofe two 
men. Who, not contented with the’ royal fa- 
vours and confidence, which they thought could. 
not be totally engroffed, during» the life of Plot a- 
Thomas Duke, of Gloucefter; the king’s uncle, and Rint Fe 
fome others, confpired ta take away their lives. Cagnng 


For ter, Ce 


a n 


& 


~ R 
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A.D. or this, purpofe;: they : propofed to prevail with 
Nicholas Exton, mayor. of , London; . for the. time 
being, to invite the duke, and_thofe. others. his 
friends, to, fup.. with him, at Nicholas. Brembre’ ia 
“the late mayor’s honfe, who was in their fecret, 
and there: to affaffinate them, all in the height of 
Nicholas gMgit featt,. Nicholas Extou abhorring the. deed, 
covers the rejected the -propofal, and privately advifed and 
plot to al cautioned the Duke. of : ‘Gloucefter of the premifes, 
theDuke sand. to be, upon his guard. . Who, to fpirit up 
of Glou- 
_ -eefter, ahe nation to, carry their complaints againft the 
| favourites, to the, throne,. propagated a. report 
through the Kingdom, that,a poll tax of a noble 
.a head .was intended. to be: Jaid by thefe minifters. 
FEO Upon, which, the - citizens: of, London immediately 
Duke of -fent,a deputation to the .Duke of Gloucefter, ber 
patio feeching; -+him) to take upon him the government 
reins of) oe asaC kingdom, and to bring to juftice all thofe 
st concerned .j in. the bad. management, thereof, by 
fuining the. people with intolerable and) grievous 
axes, to,enrich themfelves at the expences, of the 
people, : og 
Lhedvke » “The. duke. declined ae folicitation,. it. being 
declines 
their re-" impracticable, for him to. ferve.the nation, fo Jong 
ave. ‘asthe favourites kept poffeffion of the king and 
His advice, hissaffeGhions.:.-but adwifed and. encouraged them 
to engage the other. cities and towns of the -king- 
dom, feverally to addrefs the king upon their 
igtievanees; and promifed that he and his, brother 
would be: ajeady to. back, them, in cafe they would 
addrefs -his majefty on St..George’s day next fol- 
lowing... On wigh day.the mayor and_ citizens 


serum 
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deputed | Gorcof their» principal members; to pro A. m 
ceed; ins company with the deputies of divers - 
other téwns) and ‘cities, to Wandjor,. and -addrefs Peper 
his majefty onthe ftate: and complaints of, the | ea ax: 
nation. The-king informed of their Penieriipie § | 
would have) departed without, feeing them: but 

the Dukes of York and 'Gloacefer, and the Earl of 

Sali ibury, imterpoling, -+his, majefty at. daft abi 

them an audience whem Sir Simon Sudbury, i 

behalf of the reft, *¢! laidebeforé his majefty Their ads 
Sf etievances, .and: moft hutnbly sintreated, that ee 

4° parhiament. might be fpecdily fummoned, for 

s* calling to ‘account, all uch as had mifbehaved 

<¢ jn the: adminiftration ‘of public .affairs,.and to 

<* fubftitute men of worth and yprobity in:thetr 

<F ftead, according to the advice: of parliament.” 

The ‘king ‘anfwered, ‘‘ Tihat:cthein fupplications King's an- 
&© being long, ¢he had not time ito anfwer': there- ea 

$* fore defired they would: bring) them aext Ad 

#f ‘chaelmas, when he would :communicate) them 

#¢.to ‘parliament, that fhould. then bev held «at 

“<<: Wefminfier ; and what were judged weafonable, - 

*© fhould be grantedto them” but added; in the 
sinifterial’ ftile,. ** Thatshis fubje@ts: fhould mat | 

“<6 be his mafters, by prefcribing to-him : for’ he 

<¢ could not perceive that either himfelf,,er any 

s ‘about him, had-ever- intended any thing 'elfe 

$8 abut rightiand juflice.” . 

This was in no wile fatisfactory. eee ko Se 
‘one of the deputies: boldly teking up the. cafe, arekee 
replied, ‘ That, with humble fubmiffion to his 
$ majefty, jullice was never lefs practifed in Eng- 

s* land 
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Tte effects 


Bad advice: - 


of the fa. 
vourites, 


- 
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«-Jand than’ at: prefent; and thaticby ‘the fubtle 

*management’of certain perfonsy: “twas inipok 
re sore for him to come. at the truth: of things, 
‘*-feeing his minifters: found it their vintereft to. 
“conceal: from him the management’ of -his’af 
‘* fairs, as much as poflible: in“confideration” of 


“© which, ‘they did’ not--think “it confiftent. with 


las 


* their -intereft;” nor‘ that of the” kitigdom, to. 
“* wait the’ meeting of the parliament,. feeing’a_ 
** fpeedier remedy’ might” be applied) by calling 
** to'an account ‘thofe ‘plunderers, who had em: 
** bezzled the public treafuré; and- to enquite: 
** how thofe immenfe: fums,’raifed:for nine’: years 


6 paft, . had been applied :cand. that‘all thofe who 
*©-could not difcharge’ themfelves honourably, 
“S fhould ftand to the:judgment of parliament.’*” 


~This-refolute fpeech much furprized the | king 
who demanding the opinion of his uncles and the 
other: nobles ieee prefent; and they declaring 
that) they could:not fee any thing wnreafonable in 
this ‘demand. of the» commonalty - of his realm: 
Ais majefty confented)that the parliament fhould 
be fummoned to ‘meet ‘at Weftminfteron the 3d 
day lof May next, to enquire into thé {tate of the 
nation ; according to sont ponies pe the citizens 
of Fondomlecis his ys De | at Mag 
The. favourites, in’ order to sold his parlia- — 
mentary enquiry, were now reduced) to put the - 


‘ King-upon violent meafures. For this purpofe 


Richard removed to Brifiol, and fent the Duke of 
ela with a Gotan as to raifé an army in | 
Wales, 
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Wales, to enable him to reduce the city of Londo, A. D. 
and his uncles, fupported by it, to his obedience.» x 

The Duke of Ireland foon collected 2500 men, Army 
and marched towards London. The Duke of mveys | 
Gloucefter, at the head of 20,000, moft of whom pefestedby 
Were Londoners, met him at Oxford, and routed pele 
him.. Which’ determined the king to fhut him- 
felf up with his confort, the archbifhop of York, 
&c. in the tower of London, to wait the iffue of 
the civil war thus begun. But the citizens eae 8 
London, to convince his majefty of their loyalty againtt evil 
to his perfon and family, and that it was not ie ener 
government, but the bad men who were in his 
fervice, and their bad meafures, that they oppof- 
ed, met him in a very large body on horfeback, 
richly accoutred, at a confiderable diftance, as he 
approached the city, and conduéted him in a 
_ peaceable, dutiful and pompous manner, firft to 
St. Paul’s, and thence to his palace at Weftminfier. 
However, his favourites brought the Londoner's 
fidelity fo much into fufpicion,' that upon advice 
of the march of the baron’s army from Haringhaye, 
or Hornfey-park, now called Highgate, to London, 
they prevailed with his majefty to retire into the 
tower, as a place of greater fafety. 

Hitherto the city of London feemed to take no. 
part acainft the king, but rather inclined to mo- 
derate and compromife matters.” But the king, 
thinking ‘himfelf fafe in the tower of London, 
immediately fhewed his refolution to maintain or 
fkreen his favourites at all events, and to diftrefs 
thé ‘Confederate “barons. “For which purpofe he 
a oe iO, 0 iffued 
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. ies iffvedsal proclaniation:-to be made|in London, That 
peace whofoever fhould dare to fupply the -baron’s army 
tion to1pro- With arms, ammunition ‘or \provifions, ‘of any 
hibit the “fort; should fatter aéath; and: forfeit'their eftates. 


earrying 


praenra ‘Qn the contrary, the barons fent. a. manifefte; 

rons. figned: by the Duke iof Gloucefter andthe Earls of 

Arundel. and Warwick, to the mayor, > aldermen, 

Thebarons ahd ‘citizens of Londov, fetting forth, * That 
ee a they, the lords: above-mentioned, were, and 

**) always would be; obedient and loyal fabjects 

** to theking ; yet that the mayor, aldermen, 8c; 

< {hould not wonder-at the caufe of. their aflem- 

**.\bhng in fuch 4-manner, they thought good, to 

*let-them know, that it had; been; ordained. by. 

“the king dn the Jaf. parliament,, that certain 

§* lords, thereunto. appointed and ‘{worn, were to 

s* have,the governance of .the king’s council and 

** realm, for the: -honeur. and profit ef both, for 

_ theterm of one year; which government: had 

** been, and was then difturbed and: interrupted” 

*S by MWexander, archbifhop of York, Robert Vere; 

« Duke of Ireland, Michael de la Pole, Earl. of — 
S* Suffolks Robert Treffilian, thar falfe juftice,, and — 

| * Nicholas Brembres a falle knight of London, 

' “* every one of them being traitors to the. king | 

S*. and ‘kingdom: who falfely and traitoroufly, 

«by their wicked advices and condug of , ink 
“* king’s perfon, had carried him into divers re- | 
“mote ‘parts far from his council, to the rninof © 

** him, and his realm; and falfely counfelled. him, — 
“contrary to their oaths, to do.divers, things. in .. 

“< difipheritance and.difmembring.. of his, crown, 
f* he being nigh to. lofe his heritage beyond fea — 


4 ‘ 66 s° by 
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« by their means, to the great infamy and’ de- 
«© ftruction of the whole nation: and had alfo 
& wickedly made'feveral differences’ between’ the 
“ king and the lords-of his. council, fo. as fome 
«© of them’ were in great fear and danger of their 
«* lives, as they bie lately informed the king, by 
“ the archbifhop of Canterbury, the duke of York, 
s the bithops of Winchefter and Ely, and feveral 
& other lords. Wherefore to redrefs thefe 
* grievances, and to punifh thofe traitors ac- 


e cording to law, they were now affembled, re- 


‘© quiring and charging the mayor and citizens, 
** by virtue of their allegiance, that they fhould 
« make proclamation through the whole city, 


«© That this was their true intent, and no others | 


«and for the honour, profit and fafety, of the 
$* king and all his loyal fubjeCts, they would be 
* aiding and affifting with all their power, to the 
* {aid Jords, not favouring or aiding the faid 
© traitors, or any of them, as they acaba the 
<‘ honour of God, the king and the kingdom, 
«* and the fafety of the city; and that they neg- 
« Jeé&t not this advice, as they defire'to avoid the 
«¢ dangers that may happen in time to come. 
*¢ And concluded with demanding their refolution 
« in this.matter, on the Friday following, the 
* sth of November, 1386.” 
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The army was already under the north wall of 7 of 


the city: and this manifefto carried fo much con- 
yiGtion in it; that’ the citizens ordered Nicholas 


ie city” 
delivered 
tothe Duke 
of Glew- 


Exton their mayor, to deliver the keys of the 


by to the Duke of icin ag and further, ‘that 
the 
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4. Ds the baron’s army fhould be fupplied with plenty of 
1389: a 
all forts of provifions, | 35 
SirNich. «© The) parliament row met, and, amongt other 
if enquiries, found Sir Nicholas Brembre, late mayor 
er trea- of Londons and one of the king’s wicked fa- 


vourites, guilty of high treafon 4 adjudged himy 
who was to have been made duke of New Troy; 
‘Hanged. alias London, to be hanged; and he was accords 
ingly executed «at eee See Rot. Parl. 2 Riz 
chard Xl. p: 3.. By which means. the king wass 
at laft, brought to an accommodations that put 
: an, end to the-ruins of a civil war: ii 
Parlia~ | The ftreets of London about this time were be= 
eel come fo full of lay-ftalls, that this annoyance 
AN ie attracted the. attention of parliament, - in the 
year 1389: by whofe order it was proclaimed 
through the ‘city, That no perfon whatfoever 
fhould prefume to: lay any dung, cuts, garbage, 
offals, or-other ordure, in any ftreet, ditch, ris 
ver, &c. upon the penalty of 20]. to be reco2 
Tourna- vered by an information in. chancery. And the 
mrent pros>, . 
claimed. King, to exprefs his good liking at the tranquility 
of the: nation, proclaimed, bid his heralds, in alf 
the principal courts of Europe, a tournament to 
be held at London, to commence on Sunday next 
after. Michaelmas, A. D. 1390. . +f 
| Where This tournament was held in Susithfield, nll 
ie +9. honoured. with the prefence of divers princes, and 
‘4390. Many of the prime nobility from Germany, Franc ; 
‘The pro-’ and other courts on the continent... The procef 10 
sani was motft brilliant, beginning on the Sunday. after. 
noon,. from; the. tower of Londox, with a’ caval- 


4. cade 
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cade of fixty ladies dreffed magnificently, and A. D. 
mounted each of them on a ftately horfe, richly Mae 
accoutred, and each lady leading an armed knight 

by a filver chain, attended by their efquires of 
honour: in this manner they proceeded through 
Cheapfide to Smithfield; where the jufts continued Performed. 
four days in a moft fumptuous manner, and with 

a variety of noble entertainments, in the prefence 

of the king, queen, the whole court, and an in- 

finite number of genteel fpectators. The king 
himfelf jufted on the fecond day. Open houfe 

was kept, in a very fumptuous manner, at the 
king’s expence, ‘in the bifhop of Lendon’s palace, 

for jall perfons of diftinétion. And every night 
concluded with a ball. 

The year 1391 is celebrated to the honour of A.D. 
the magiftrates of this city, who, by a voluntary *39' 
contribution of 20]. by each of the aldermen, Corn 
added to 2000 marks taken out of the orphan’s vice 
fund in ‘the.chamber of London, procured a fufi- 
cient. quantity of corn from abroad to fupply the 
wants of the poor, when the city was threatened 
with :a famine ‘by the exceffive price of wheat; 

Adam \Bamme, mayor. wi. 34 

Next year, 1392, the king, in great want of A.D. 
amoney to maintain his exceffive luxury and im- 139% 
moderate profufenefs, applied to the city of Lon- 
won for aloan of ten:thoufand (fome fay of no more 
than one thoufand) pounds; but ‘had the morti- City refutes 
fication:not.only of being denied, but of hearing {9 (<0) “A 
#hatithe citizens hademoftbarbaroufly-abufed and 
tbeat ai Lombard merchant, who offered to.advance 

Mot. I. nf the. 
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1392. 


How re- 
fented. 


Mayor, &c. 


arrefted. 


to the king’s ‘mercy by divers orders and conftitu: 
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the fum required. Some pretend’ that’ the king; 
for the prefent, fmothered his refentment- againft 
the city; and from an anonymous author have re= 
prefented the misfortunes that followed, tovarife 
from a quarrel in Fleet. treet between a baker anda 
fervant, belonging to the bifhop of Salifbury. » But 
the beft eae fapports the following account, 
That the king having:conferred: with fome other 
lords about, the behaviour. of the citizens, and 
complained of the affront they had given him, the 
council refolved, ‘+ Fhat it was not only expedient, $ 
but very requifite, that the infolent:pride of thofe 
‘* prefumptuous Londoners fhould .be fpeedily res 
s¢ prefled:”’ .and as the citizens had ufed their 
authority to the uttermoft, and expofed themfelves 


2 


tions they had made, by ftretching beyond the 
powers of their charters, it was: no’ difficule: matter 
to:find. a claufe to punifh them for: and. perhaps” 
the ‘tiot in Fleet-/ireet, which. threatened sto’ pull 
down or fet fire to the bithop of Sulibury’s palaces 
might adminifter‘a freth fubject of complaint: the 
king, with the advice of his. council, commanded. 
the mayor, aldermen, theriffs,..and) twenty-four 
of. the »moft: wealthy citizens , tobe arrefted, and 
conducted to Notiinghbam, to anti er the highcrimes 
and. mifdemeanors there to be-laid againit them, 
In their way thither, ‘it was':agreed amongft the 
prifoners, to ftand faithfully by each: other, in order 


to juitify their innocence. |. But:fuch is the frailty” 
~ of -human, faith, that fome.of them, foon -fell off 


and impeached their brethren, in ,order ‘to fave’ 
. them- 


. va 


7 r 
as 
Fe 
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themfelves: from the feverities. threatened to be ee 
executed upon them. Which brought them all Theat 
to this. refolution, to throw. themfelves upon the ° Rea 
king’s mercy. Who, of the rith of June, de- themlelves 


on the 


pofed Fobu Hind, the mayor, and committed him king's 
to the caftle of Windfor ; one fheriff was fent to ne 
Wallingford cafe, the other was confined in Odam ec 
caftle; the reft were difperfed in feveral adjacent 
prifons, there to remain during the king’ s pleafure, 
and: the determination of the council in their 
affairs» « | "3 
a cormniiffion | was accordingly. ied out for Commit. 
fion of ens 
enquiring into all and fingular the errors, defects, quiry: 
vand mifprifions committed in the city; through the 
bad conduct of the faid magiftrates; before whom 
-were indiéted William Venour, the late. mayor ; 
Soba Loveneye and Fohn Walcote, late theriffs; 
Wiliam Barret, Nicholas Exton, &cv aldermen, 
for mal-adminiftration in the government of the 
“citys who, being convicted, were adjudged to pay Fined, 
“for the firft fault 1000 marks, forthe fecond 2000 
matks, both fines for the king’s ufe, and for the 
third’ the liberties of the city were feized to the 
-king’s ufé, in’ dire€t- contradiction to the immu- 
‘Nities granted to the citizens by the firft charter 
Yof King Edward Ill. as above recited.———The 
*fheriffs were alfo deoraded, and-fevehteen, alder- 
~men removed: all-whofe places were filled up: by 
othe king’s precept, sduting his royal pleafure. 
-And, as a further token of his difpleafiure, the 
king withdrew himfelf and:his nobles from London, 
‘and removed the courts of juftice to York.» All 
One Y ‘2 which 
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A.D. which is related upon the eftablithed credit of 
139% Rymer’s Federa and Maddox’s Firma Burgi, tho? 
the facts are fomewhat differently piabbee by f 

| Hen, Knighton and Walfingham. by 
How re- Such were the mortifications the Lina met 
rc jie © with from the hand of power. But they ftill maifi- 
tained fuch a footing at court, that they found 

means to alleviate matters with thé kitig, and were - 

foon received into favour, upon paying a fine 

of 3000 marks, The city liberties, exeept the 
privilege of chufing their mayor, were entirely 

Grand ree reftored. And the king having fignified his plea- 
ee fure to return to London, he was met at Stene, 
neat Richmond, by 4oo citizens, richly dreffed, on 
horfeback, with their recorder at their head; and, 

after paying due fubmiffion for their mifconduct, 

and praying his majefty © honour his chamber 

of London with his prefence, they condu&ed hiftr 

to St. George’s church in Southwark; where his 
“ymajefty was received by the bifhop of London, his 

clergy, and 500 boys in furplices. At the foot 

of London-bridge the king was pfefented with a 

ftately courfer, richly trapped with golden bro- 

cade; and the queen with @ ftately white pad, 
accoutred with very rich furniture, Thus mount- 

ed, the royal pair were efcorted through the city 

to St. Paul’s: every ftréet lined with the city com- 

panies in their formalities, and the houfes covered. 

with rich tapeftry and filks. At the flandard in 
Cheapfide was ere&ted a mott magnificent pageant, 

on which was placed a boy, reprefenting an angel, 

who ho gamete the ee with a gold cup of wine, 

and 


Lonpon, WESTMINSTER, &e. 325 


and placed upon his head a crown of gold, fet By Pt 
with precious ftones and pearls of exceeding great 139% 
value. The like was done to the queen. At Sé, 
Paul’s the king made an offering; and proceeded 

with the fame folemnity to raph royal palace in 
Wefminfter. Next day the mayor, aldermen, and 
fheriffs waited on his majefty, and prefented him 
with two gilt filver bafons, in each of which were 
1000 nobles of gold, and a curious picture of the 
Trinity, valued at 8aq]. To the queen they pre- 
fented a tablet of gold, engraven with the ftory 
of St. dan, her majefty’s name; who gracioufly 
received their prefent, and promifed and did all in 
her power to complete their reconciliation with the 
king: but it was prefently difcovered, that there 
would be no way to recover the right of chufing 
the mayor but by paying him his own price, wz. 
30,000]. which they were obliged to pay, and P ae he 
raifed by an aflefiment upon the citizens and in- the king, 
habitants of Loudon in general; but paid with that 
erudging, as entirely deftroyed their affection for — 
a prince that fo unjuftly and rigoroufly opprefied 
them: which in the end met with an opportunity 
to convince pofterity of the danger.a crowned head 
runs, who makes the city of London his enemy. 

The parliament being met, after all the pro- AaofPar- 
- fecutions were at an end, they entered again upon ee 
the ftate of the city lay-ftalls, which in the laft layftalls, 
feffions had been voted a great nuifance; and now . 
they further enacted, ‘¢ That all the filth of a 
$* certain lay-ftall, upon the bank of the river 

Thames, he forthwith removed; and that the 
: > i s¢ butchers 
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¢< butchers of Londen thould, ‘before’ the eile | 


* Eafter, ereét a houfe or houfes, in a proper’ ~ “ 


“6 place, to receive all their ordure, thence to be 
<¢ carried in boats into the middle of the faid: river, 


t and to be thrown in at the turn of the tide at’ : 
ce high water. “And that no ‘perfon fhould: pie 


“fume to throw any muck, fubbifh, layftage, 
of other ordure, i in at the fides of the faid river, 


or lay any filth or naftinefs‘on the banks of the | ) 
¢ fame, between the palace of We eRininfter and’ the 
“¢ tower of London, upon the penalty of 10] 


Te'was alfo enacted, for the fecurity of thecity! 
liberties again& future attempts of a court, * That’ 


it was not the king’s’ meaning or intent, nor 

% the meaning of the ftatute made in’ the ‘28th 
«of Edw. III. ‘that the mayor, aldermen, and — 
< ‘fheriffs ‘of’ London, chat have been; now are, or ’ 


_* hereafter fhall be, fhould incur the penalty con- 


4 ecltained® in the faid ftatute, for any’ erroneous: a 
Be judgment given, ‘or to be: given, in the faid- 
Bes city.” * However, this parliament left them an- 
- fwerable for all defects refpeGting the government 


-o of Pars 
ament, 
a ireé cling 
the choice 
of alder—" 
men. 
Farring- 
oO 
don made 
two wards. 


of the city. | It was ‘further enaéted; by the autho- 
rity ‘aforefaid; “s* That, -from thenceforward, ‘the 
‘* aldermen of the city fhould not be chofen an- 


nually, ‘but! remain ih their offices during their 
<< good behaviour. And that’the great ward of 


‘< Farringdon Should be divided into two wards; 
“and have two aldermen.”.» By which ordinance 
a five and twentieth ward was conftituted. And, 
finally, it was enaéted by this parliament, in what’ 
eis ss the faid twenty- -five wards fhould’ be 

rated 


: 
af 


H { 
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fated of aflefied, towirds raifing a fifteenth) inthe A. D. 
city, and to be paid into the exchequer. As may ae 
“peo more: fully feen in Cotton's Abrid feo. under 
beri 1393. 

(The! next parliament, A.D. 13945 em empowered Mayor te 
the ma yor of London 'to fearch all malt brought to ‘sit fag 
the city,” to prevent the great frauds ‘of the coun- ee 
try maltiters; fo that the buyer might have eight + 
buthels of clean malt to the quartet #9 

JOn the other fide'we read, that the mayor and Graziers 
fhetiffs Were ordered “to attend the Council, and ce 
anfwer to a complaint exhibited by the country ¢ cers extor~ 
eraziers coming to Smithfield markety: who need * 
the'city officers at extorting from them every third — 
beaft brought by the .graziers to that market. 

But it does not appear that new were. in any vic 
punifhed for fo doing: 2 a d 

In the year 1390 the mayor veri aldermen, ac- A D. 
companied bya feleét’ body of. citizens, well- pia: 
motinted; and-drefféd ‘in tone -wniform, with a. of queen 
fytribol of their trades richly embroidered on-each Saco 
oftheir fleeves; march:out to Blackheath, to meet 
the king and thesfreneb princefs: Tfabella (only eight 
years old). his confort comitg front France: where 
the recorder having: dcverd their majeflies in 
the name of the citizens, they conducted them to 
Kennington. Fromethence the little queen, as the 
was called; was brought to the tower of London 
in» the utmoft pomp. and ftate:. and the number 
of fpectators was fo great, that nine perfons were 
 erouded'to death om London-bridge. Next day the 


ye ae queen 
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A.D. queen pafied through the city to: Wefminfters in ‘ 
1399 greateft magnificence. 

Citizens Freifart, in his hiftory, page 4. A.D. 9088 
at informs us, that the citizens of London drew upon 
; fini eT themfelves a high refentment from the king, by 
petitioning his majefty to annul the grievous taxes 
laid on for the French war, now at an end, and 
not to enter into any treaty with the French king 
about the delivering up of Ca/ais, at the inftigation — 
of the duke of Gloucefter. For which many of the — 
richeft and moft.eminent citizens were obliged to 
fign and feal fundry blank charts fent them by. the 
miniftry, who filled them up, at their pleafure, 
with exceflive high fums. And they were with | 
difficulty faved from other marks of the royal dif — 
pleafure, by the intereft and interceffion of their 
bifhop, Robert Braybroke, and of Roger ee 

archbifhop of Canterbury, 
Amodus Lbomas Arundel, archbithop of Cincher Sibi upon 
foy tythes. his vifitation at London in the year 1397, revived 
the old conftitution for the inhabitants of their re- 
-{pective parifhes within the city, to pay to their 
reGtor one penay in the pound, out of the rent of 
their houfes, in lieu of tythes, as had been or- 
dained by Siinon Ni iger formerly bites of Lone 

don. 

Richard, init his oppreffions becinic at lat fo 
odious to his fubjeéts, that the principal of the 
nobility, gentry, and people, invited Henry duke — 
of Hereford, and fon of Fobu of Gaunt, late duke | 
of Lancafter, and grandfon to Edward III. then” 
an exile in France, to come over and head them, — 

In 
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in order to deliver the nation from the flavery they A. D- 
were funk into. Henry landed at Raven/purre in Hee 
Yorkfbire, and prefently found himfelf at the head gna 
of 60,000 men, With this army he marched for invades 


the capital, and was received into London as the Roar 
deliverer of the nation. And here his army was rae 
fufficiently fupplied: with all forts of provifions, 
From hence he marched to meet King Richard, 

who was expected from Ireland, where he had been 

_ ppon an expedition to reduce that kingdom. But 

- when the great men, who returned with him to 
England, heard of the acceffion of the duke of 
Lancofter, they deferted him; and, his army moul, Richard, 
dering away, Richard furrendered himfelf to his or dl 
competitor, who fent him to London, where he ) 
"was confined in the tower, and obliged to refign Reigns, 
his crown. : | 


Lisr of Mayors in the reign of King Richard II, 
In his sft year Sir Nicholas Brember. 
ad —s- -Fohn Philpot. 
3 Fobn Hadley. 
4 William Walworth, 
5 Fobn Northampton. 
-6 Ytohn Northampton. 
J Sir Nicholas Brember. 
8 Sir Nicholas Brember. 
9 Sir Nicholas Brember. 
10 Nicholas Exton. 
11 Nicholas Exton. 
32 Nicholas Twiford, 
433 - Hilliam Venon, 


—. we 


e? 
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‘Ki Henry V5 popilar all.” at x parliaiven? 
for Sale of Tie i in ‘London. Repeal of the  fotute— 
} ae a 27 Edward Tr “concerning the-trial of Periffs; 
“ytd Sbidoriten, and “payor. Raters Fs tothe king? ~ Rhy, 
Henry 1V’s charter concerning Newgate; Riad: 
-Bate, ce fioms. aud tolls in Cheap, Billinfgate, Jind | 
“SinithReld; and ironage. Ags for ‘ibe encore. 
ment of wate and navigation” \ Cutlers and gold- 
fmniths. Conforviacy confirmed by lity and by par- 
lament. A plague. Riots. John Bradley Surnt. 
Stock’s-market and Guild hall founded. “King 
“Henry’s death, Be siiiizs of mayors.® King Henry — 
V's accefions® “Confpirdcies and infurvettions, — City 
put into a pofture of itefence: Sicknefs in Newgate. 
Sir John ‘Oldcattle. - Rejoicings for. vitlory at 
Agincourt.» “City lights Sift put. up. Leadenhall 
built. King Henry” V's death. Lift of mayors. 
Sir Richard’ Chieheley’ s donation. Newgate re- 
built. Water conduits erected at Billinfgate, Paul’s 
wharf, and Cripplegate. Attempt to furpriae the 


citys 


hy, 
fan 
Pos 
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city: how prevented. Seizure of bad- wine. Raine 
-owell’s donation. Baynard’s caftle burnt. Libers: 
- ties and ‘cuftoms concerning fervants, &c. Leave 
to bind citizens children apprentices.» A relating: 
to the fale of fib. The rock+lock. “More conduitsy 
skeen: of Paddington fprings.. Mr. Malpas’s and 
Mr. Large’s charity. Sir Richard Wickeduraty 
» Cheapfide crofs rebuilt. Difturbance'at the election 
- ofa mayor. Strand paved. At of common- -councid ' 
vifor keeping the fabbath. \ Sts Pauls fleeple burniy 
«| Schools ereéted. ° Jack Cade’s infurrection >. enters. 
“Luondon!: | his outrageous ands barbarous attionss 3 
si fout.out of thecity s\is defertedzeflies,sandis killed) xy) 
© MreBullen’s legacy. The: modus for iythescon- 
firmed. Lord-mayor goes to Weftmintter: by water: 
declares for ihe earl of March.. ‘King Kdward 1V’s 
CK aereelh 10.’ via ‘i mn &e. | rh, 


HE. nee baving recognized the ens A.D. 
of Lancaffer by the title of Sines the 1Vith; 1329" 
ties of England, in the year 1399, he took pof-1vih's neds 
feflion of the throne on the laft day, of September, Cais 
and was crewnéd of the 13th of Oober following; 
when the mayor and aldermen were admitted to Lore 
their feats next the fideboard, in right of rhein eS 
office of chief butler of England: on iets occa. !er- 
fion Henry made himfelf exceeding popular, by . 
¢eaufing all the blank charts, that had been ex- Bonds ex- 
torted, as above, from the rich citizens, to be Baie 
burnt at the ftandard.in Cheapfide.. | 
» The parliament, before they rofe, enacted, asas A& firtt, 
concerning 


al yepyers, and other fithers, from Aye and Wn- the tale of 
chelfeas fith. 


2 
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A.D. chelfea, and other parts. on the fea-coafts, thould 
"39% fell their fith themfelves in Cornbill and Cheap, and 
other ftreets of London, unto all men that would 
buy‘them; except fifhmongers, and others! that 

would buy the {aid fith to fell again. And: that 
all foreign fifhermen in amity with the king, as 

well as domeftick, fhould have the’ privilege’ of 
retailing their fifh in the city, either whole or in 
pieces, to all perfons whatfoever, except fifhmong- 
ers. But what endeared his majefty moft.to the © 
Londoners was the repeal, which be obtained in 
Repeal of parliament, of that act of 27 Edw. Ii. whereby 
Ea. pe the mayor, aldermen, and -theriffs. of Loudon} in 
default of good government. in. the city, were. to 
be tried, as delinquents, by a foreign inqueft, to — 
be taken out of the counties of Kent, Efe, Suffer, 
Llerifordfbire, Bucks, and Berks and who, wpon 
their being found guilty, for the firft default were 
to pay 1000 marks, for the fecond 2000 marks, — 
and for the third to forfeit the franchifes of the 
city to the king: by which act. the faid. ie 
 forfeivures were repealed, : 

London's © It was not long before the Londoners dani an 
eer opportunity to thew their gratitude for thefe fa- 
Affaffina- vours. Henry, informed of a plot by fome of the © 
rk isc greateft men of the nation to affaffinate him, re- 
K. Henry paired to London, difclofed the whole affair to the 
| Bics ohare mayor, with his commands to raife the citizens 
fence. _ with the utmoft expedition for his and the city’s 
6000 mili- defence. The mayor fo effectually obeyed his. 
a, ta majefty’s orders, that, in a few hours, he prefented 
: before him. 6000 citizens, completely armed, to 


march — 
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march wherever his majefty fhould command, A, D. 
‘befides a fufficient ftrength to defend the city. ig’ 

Henry, heariig that the confpirators had taken Army rai 
up atins, and been ar Windfor, with hopes to alr 
prize him there, colleéted about 14000 more ef- 
fective men from the environs of the capital, and 
with ‘thefe 20,000 men. marched out of the city, 
and éncarnped on Hounflow-beath, to wait the ap- Encamp. 
“proach of the rebels. And this well-appointed 
_attny, fo readily furnithed by the Londoners, ftruck 
fach @ panie in the febels, that they retreated, 
atrd at laft difperfed, and left feveral of their fead- Conpira- 
ers to the mercy of the king, who had them feized, il 
triéd, and executed. , 

ALD. 1400 we fiid the firft writ de beretico A. D. 
combarendo made out, for the butning of Sir Wi- wis: 
lid Sarotre, parilh-prielt of St. Ofth, London, herence 
This is the Airft perfon burne for herefy in England. ie, 
And with fuch precipitation did the clergy execute 
*he a& which gave the chutch that power, that 
‘Collier obferves, it is probable the dill had not yet 
paffed the royal affent, or, it may be, the feffions 
being not ended, the act was not yet proclaimed. 

See Collier’s Eccl. Hift. Vol. 1.’ p. 618. 

His majeity, by the late fervice of the London- 

“ers, being made truly fenfible of their importance, 
‘nd the affeGtion they had for him, and willing 

to oblige them, granted thern a charter, dated the 

a6th of May, 1400, in which is the following 

‘elauife concerning Newgate, Ludgate, 8c. 

“*¢ And moreover, Of Our ample grace, we have K. Henry 
*¢ granted for tis and our heirs; a3 much as in us dicdady 


4 bs is, 
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vis, to. the fame citizens, their heirs, and fuce 
ceflors, as! aforefaid, that. they. flall: have thé 
cuftody .as well of the gates.of Newgate and 
Ludgate, as all other. the gates and pofterns of 
othe faid city ; and’alfo the office, of the gather 
ing of the tolls.and-cuftoms: in-Cheap and Bik 


—  Ling/eate and. Smithfield, there nghtfully to be 


taken and,accuftomed; and alfo the. tronage, 
that is to.fay, the weighing of lead, wax, pep: 
per, allom, madder; and. other like wares, 


a 
n 


“* within. the, faid city for ever;:as by the faid 


hanes amone: other things) more annie may 


66 " Loan 29 
: appear,’ | 1 ey 


Conduit in 
Cornhill. 


A.D. 
- 1401, 


Cage. 


Pillory. 


Aas toen-: 


courage 
trade and 
navi gation. 


As an example of ta attention of the iininodi 
in thefe early times, towards fupplying the city” 
with plenty of water, it is recorded, that, in the 
year 1401, they brought water, by leaden pipes; 
from Tyburn-brook to.a conduit or ciftern ere@ed — 
on the fpot where heretofore ftood the Tun prifon 


in Cornbill.. .And on the fide of this. conduit was 
erected a cage,.with a. pair of flocks over it, for 


the»punifhment of. night- walkers and a. pillory | 
above all for the chaftifement of thievith spilloas 
and cheating bakers, fete guy tal | 


‘Trade and commerce began now tie cca un- h 


der the wife adminiftration al the new king: and, 


.to encourage. foreign trade, which is found, to, be 


the grand {pring of our national wealth, the par- 


liament did not feruple to trefpafs upon fome‘pri- 


vileges, granted in former reigns to.the Londoners, 
which were now found. to be hurtful to the com- — 


munity in general... One of. thefe. was to grant 


Italian 
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Qalian merchants ‘of Genoa, AcD. 1404, theipri- 4: B- 
vilege to import their merchandize into London, i ol 
‘by the way of Southampton, without paying Sca- of mers 
‘wage to the city. Thofe merchants, who, before pera lay! 
‘this,'were obliged to lodge in houfes appointed by 

the mayor and aldermen; and to employ city fac- 

‘tors or brokers; to fell their goods. or merchan- 

dize ; and to ‘buy their commodities of country 
‘chapmen in the fame manner: it was enacted by 
“the faid parliament; ‘That: for the future «they ’ 
‘might chufe lodgings for themfelves, and difpofe 

of their own merchandizes, as they thought pro- 

per: that country chapmen might fell their: feve- perp 
-ral:ccommodities. to all veiling whatfoever' within ?"™ 
the city of London, in the wholefale way; and 

that the faid merchants fhould, in all actions of 

debts, accompts, or trefpafies, be tried before the Oe 
kine’s council, mayor, or aldermen of London, 
according to the laws of merehants, and not by | 
Rag 

The conteft alfo between the goldfmiths atl mpi 

dielees, about the right of the gold{mith’s com- goidimiths 
pany to infpect the eile S fiver and gold work, and cutlers 
was decided by an order from the’ king to the - 
mayor of London, who, being authorized, and 

having carefully:sexamined into the gold{mith’s peed 
complaint, reported, That the cutlers had aright work ia 
toowork in gold sand filveri\and) that all-things ° dng 
made by them were to’ be°affayed by’ the gold- 
{miths, according to ancient:immunitics., \Upon 
which the: pqrlidrenic cheticrmt tie = har reuli | 

Md mantwe.sugtd mood ‘salt .o? charter, 
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A.D. charter, . granted int Bdward Whe with eens 

er peteitatee and the claufe dcer. 

City jure The encroachments made ‘on the river Thames, 
ionand by a great number oof wears ereéted between 


pr dk 


of the Staines and ‘the river Medway, by the fithermen 


Tham ‘ ” . ‘ e¢ a . . 
éonfirmed and others, beirio of great detriment to the fifhery 


ave and navigation of the faid river Thames, Sir Fobu 
‘ Woodcock mayor, ‘arid sconfervator oof the faid 


river, ordered the fuid wears ‘to be deftroyed, and — 


the nets that were feized and forfeited, to be 
burat. For which, Thomas archbithop of ‘Gan- 
terbury, and others, claiming a property in. the 
faid river; brought their aCtions: ‘which was: ad- 
judged in favour of ‘the city charter for amie cone 
fervacy of the river Thames. . 

A great A.D. 1407, the city of London was vifited: iy 

plagues. almoft'ravaging ‘plague, which in a hort —_ 

1407. eatried off 30;0000f its inhabitants. 


Play a&ed In -the year rgogsthe'ftate of the citizens was: 


Lea fo well reftored, that we find the nobility and 
A.D. gentry of the kingdom attending a)play concern- 
"499 ing the Creation of the World, atted at Skinner's 

well, near Clerkenwell, by the -company ‘of. parifh 

A tourna- clerks:of Lindon. Who ‘adjourned from. thence 

tween the marfhal ‘and. gentlemen of Hainault, 
challengers, and the earl of Somerfetiand ithe dike 
number -of Englifomen, defendants. Whichvens 
-gagement turned out: greatly to the honour of the 
‘Enghjb, whovall, fave one, came off conquerors.: 
A tiot. ‘The next year shad almoft “proved unfor- 


tween 


to Suithfield, to be -prefent ;at a tournamentibe- 


tunateto the Londoners. A difpute arifing be- 
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tween the fervants of Prince Thomas and Prince 
Fobn, the king’s fons; and fome belonging to 
the court, at a city entertainment, the princes 
_ received fome infulc; and though the mayor, al- 


‘dermen, and fheriffs; repaired thither to appeafe ~ 


the riot with ali diligence, they were fummoned 
to appear before certain commiffioners appointed 
to enquire into the faid tumult: on which occa- 
fion, Chief Juftice Ga/coyne advifed them to ‘fub- 
mit to the king’s mercy. But they infifting, That 
they had done the utmoft in their power to pre- 
ferve the peace, the king was ful ly fatished with 
their conduct, | 


‘In this fame year we alio nd a writ of privy+ Cold Hee- 


feal, granting to the Prince of Wales the magni* 
ficent building of Cold Herbergh, alias Cold Har- 


dour, 1. e. Cold Inn, fo called from its bleak fitua- 


“tion in Cold anya Thames at au in Dows 
gate-ward. 


ergh. 


And in the month a March, this fame: year, john Brad 
we read of the terrible execution of Fobu Bradby, byseorns 


alias Badby, a taylor, fome fay a fmith, for ad- 
hering to Wickligf’s doctrine. He was convicted 
of what they called herefy before Thomas archbi- 
fhop of Canterbury, brought to Smithfield, and 
burnt in a pipe or cafk. Henry prince of Wales 
was prefent at the execution, and offered him a 
free pardon, on condition Bradby would abjute 
before the fire was. kindled. Which Bradby re- 
jectec. - And after he was .in the fire, the prince 
had him unloofed, taken out of the fire, and 
again offered him his life and a penfion, would 

Vou. Le age: he 
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4g he. recant Wickliff’s doétrines: « Which being alfo 
+" xejected, Bradby was remanded to the ftake, and 
fealed the doétrine he profefled with his blood. « 


Stocks . This fame year gave foundation to Stock’s walle ; 


market. 


Guildhaly Near St. Mary Woolnorth church: and to Guildhall 


founded. that now is; the city hall before this time being a 


mean cottage, fituate in Aldermanbury, and -very 
uncapable for tranfacting the city bufineks, which ; 


Preter-na- Qaily increafed.. The river Thames,! on: the a2th 


tural tide. 


death. 
ae manner of thofe times, at the. fhrine of .Ezrward 


of Ofober, flowed: thrice i In 24 hours.) cmt ot 
-K.Henty's —. King Henry 1V. paying his devotions, ‘after the 


the Confeffor, in Weftminfter abbey, was. ftrisck 4 
with death, and duting his, fit,was carried: into 


the Ferufalem-chamber, where; coming. :to “his 
jenfes, and being told the name of. the place. in 
which. ‘he lay, his -majefty. replied, God's vill be 
done: it was prophefied of me that. I fhould;die 


in Ferwjelems ms id Tam; and on me i: 


shed. 


EY 1sT of Lox Mayors. in 2 a Reign of 4 
King Henry 1V,. ads 


In his 1ft year Sir Thomas Knolls. 


ad” Sir Fobn Francis. 

ng \. Sir Fobn ‘Shudworth. —  * 

40 i Fobn Walcot, she 
eB Sir William Afebam. vais: 

6° Fobn Hinde; pote 

7°" Sir Yobu Woodcock. 

8 ‘Sir Richard writ 

9 ‘Sir Richard Stindon. °° 


ES 
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An his roth year Sir Drew Barentin. A.D. 
II Richard Marlow.) = 008 BAN 
a2 Sir Phomas Knolls. 
O39 Sir Roberi Chicheley.- 
14 Williatn Waldren:.? 
King Hetty death made way to the throne for x. Henry 
his fon, who was’ proclaimed by ‘the name of Sa 


Henry Vth. ana At the time he took up the reins 
of government, difmiffed his diffolute compa- 
nions, and reformed his own life.” However, his A. D. 
former diffolute courfe of life, gave the enemies '4!+ 
of his houfe a plea’ to’ ftir up troubles. A con- Confpiracy 
fpiraey was formed even againft his life :\ which | 
produced an order to Sir Nicholas Falconer, mayor 
of London, to thut the city gates, and to appre- 
hend all fufpected perfons. Falconer immediately shale 
caufed a ftrong guard ‘to be kept up by every 
alderman in his-watd, and he in’ perfon, upon 
proper information of a meeting of fome of the 
con{pirators, ‘propofed | to be at the Ax-Jnn, with- 
out Bifbop/gate, went with a fufficient force, about 
the midnight following, and apprehended Fabn 
Borgate, a carpenter, and feven more, who con- 
feffed their guilt. He then, with the utmoft ex- 
pedition, caufed the city ditch to be cleanfed, to. 
prevent a furprize. . Newgate was fo filled, on this sicknets in 
occafion, that the gaol diftémper’ carried off the “**2** 
ll the turnkeys,’ and 64 prifoners. 
Soon after this king?s‘ acceffion to the throne, a $.George’s 
convocation was lield at St. Paul’s, London, in which, °°” 
by the king’s dire&tion, the feftival of St. George 
was ordered to be kept with greater folemnity. 
, Z 2 The 


~ confirm the 
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A.D. The Lollards about this time contributed much 
Lola, towards the difturbance of the city and country, . 
rai Theys to make their party appear more formid- 

able, pafted up papers upon the church doors in 
London, pretending themfelves to be 100,000 
ftrong; and that they were ready to take the 
field againft all thofe. who refufed to become their 
profelytes. Their chief leader was Sir Fobn Old- 
caftle, who was apprehended, imprifonedin the 
tower, and condemned as.a heretic convict. But 
he efcaped out of the tower of London, engaged 
a powerful army, and appointed them to rendez- _ 
vous in Ficket-field, on the back fide of S¢..Giles’s, 
Difpered, Fhe king, informed of this appointment, re- 
paired maths a fufficient force to. the fame field in 
the dead of the night, with {o.great precaution that — 
the rebels, miftaking their party, fell into the king’s 
quarters, and was fined and imptifoned. » His ma- 
jefty had alfo ordered the city gates to be fhut, and 
the walls to be well guarded. When, the Lollards 
_ found themfelves thus difappointed, and. informed, 
that the king was preparing to receive them, they ~ 
grew difpirited, broke up, and Abitted for thems 
felves. 
Parliament _. The city petitioned che a icine to: nila a 4 
to execute their right to remove public nuifances in | 
the rivers of Thames, Medway, .and Lee :: sand the: — 
mayor and. citizens were. impowered accordingly» 
to execute all. ftatutes in. force,’ againft fuch of-. 
fenders.. And it was, further enacted, That, incall 
commiffions , relating to. the. wwater-bailiff,. the 
mayor or cuftos fhould always: be one. ; See Cots! — 
Abrid. Rec. | 


4 


confervacy. 


Wu 
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Lord mayor’s’day, in the year: 1415, wasacci- A.D. 
dently rendered moft folemn, by the advice of his Battle of 
majefty’s victory over the French, at Agincourt, ®3°"* 
which was delivered:by one of the king’s meffen- 
gers to Nicholas Wotton,.as he was riding to 7¢/t- 
minfler to: qualify: himfelf for the high office of 
mayor. In -his return from Wefiminjter, accom- 
panied by the bifhop of Winchefer, the lord high 


chancellor, &c. they proceeded to St. Paul’s ca- 


thedral, and attended’ the Te deum,’ funge with - 
great folemnity. And next day the queen, no- Rejoicings 
bility, clergy, mayor, aldermen, and-~ feveral 
guilds or fraternities, formed a folemn proceffion, 
and went: on foot from St. Paul’s-cathedral to 


‘Weftminfter abbey: where this illuftrious compa- 


“ny made a great oblation at the fhrine of Edward 


ferved for the reception of the king himfelf, re- 


the Confeffor, and returned in a triumphant man- 

ner. | ) | 

Moorgate, fo called from its vicinity to the Moorgate 
moor, on the north fide of the city walls, was sie 
firft erected in this remarkable year, for the con- 
veniency of the citizens to pafs and repafs to and 

from the adjacent fields and gardens. 


But thefe rejoicings came fuss fhort of thofe re- King’s en- 
try into 
London. 
turning to his capital laden with the trophies of 


victory, and with a great number of French nobility, 
his prifoners. The mayor, aldermen, and fheriffs, 
in their fcarlet robes, attended by 300 principal 
citizens, mounted on ftately horfes, richly accou- 
tred, met his majefty on Blackheath. The London 
Clergy, in magnificent copes, and’ preceded by 
2. 4 a rich 
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A.D. tich croffes and: mafly .cenfers, butting with fran- 
i dir kincenfe;..met-him’ alfo.at St..Lbomas of Watkring, 
~ beyond Kent-freet. \ And the city was molt fumnp: 
tuoufly. decorated. with, rich tapifiry 5a variéty/of 
ftately, . pageants. carrying. children dréfled: like 
‘angels, and, faught. 10 fing: praifes to? the eternal 
king on that j Joyous oceafion: the popblace were 


treated with divers forts.of wines, which: Tanfiom 


City’s pre- fountains during the magnificent cavalcadelooamd 
uty he next day the mayor, valdérnien, and citizensy went 
y tO, We fninfier and  preferited. his majelty iwith 
1000. pounds of .gold, in two bafons pa the take 

metal and value.) 


Emperor... The Emperor, Riciiigindil petit scien came 
Sighnind ‘to the court of England,.in expectation to ftrike 
onde. | gee peace between Lingland and France, was res 
ceived. in the. like. pompous..manner, by thé citi« 
zens of London on Blackheath, and by the king 
and his pringipal pe OLR a at St. Thomas of Mister 
ing, on the th of Aday..: “i os on odin 
City irk Sir Henry. Burion, who “ary Nicholas Wot 


lighted. 
BA. D, 404 in. the mayoraltry, has the , honour of being 


1416. the firftt magiftrate that ordered lanthorns.to be 


hung-out by aight. for, the, convenience and iio 
of the citizens, apectcs | Parner 
King’s 50 The king sil haa i money. to. carry on 
lsat the war, pawned his. jewels, to. the sieizes of 
ASOD. Londcn, for 10, Qos. ugar 
Leadentall |. Sit Thomas Eyre, who, had filled she ein) of 


pa D chief magiftrate. of this..cisy, moved with com- 
1419. paffion at the: “great, diftrefs the poor were fre- 
ms quently | driven. to yey a } foaniny of corn, built 


Leadene 


, ' 
et 2 ee 
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Leadenball at Kis own fole €xpence, and gave the en D. 


fame to the city, fo de émployed as a PUBLIC 
GRANARY, for’ laying up: of corN againft fuch 
times of fcarcity.. He alfo: founded a chapel on 
the ealt fide .of this ftru€ture, in which William 
Roufe, Fob Rifoy, and Thonias Afhby, priefts, did, 
bya licence from King: Edward 1V. found a 
fraternity, of the Trinity, confifting of 60 priefts, 
befides other» brethrén and -fifters; with an ‘ob- 
ligation for part of them:to perform divine fer- 
vice every market day, for the benefit of thofe 
who frequented the market.. *But how ‘has ‘this 
foundation been diffolved! It-was.firft alienated for 
the ufe of thé common beam to weigh wool, and 
a public market for many foreign anantdicicinkte E 
afterwards we find it converted into an armoury3 
or fort of common repofitory of the: military 
utenfils belonging to the‘ city. But in its prefent 
ftate, Leadenhall. is divided into warehoufes,: one 
for felling of leather, another: for: Colcbeffer baize, 
another for wool, 8c. and the: area thereof i isa 
entats and hide,.-and leather market. 
. This is: the year in which Sin Richard Witting 
teh filled the chair of the chief) magiftrate of 
London a third time, of whom tradition has con- 
yeyed to pofterity many almoft incredible anec- 
dotes. His low and mean extraction, and hum- 
ble ftationat: his firft appearance in-London, car- 
ries nothing either uncommendable or) beyond 
many mickrra Shes of the like fort in our days, of 
capital citizens, fortunate. and rich. merchants, 
who, by their induflry and ‘integrity in’ dealing, 
L 4 have 


419s 


History and Survey of! 


have acquired affluent fortunes, andbeen an honour 
to.the city, even’in the higheft ftation: But we 
have not:fufficient authority to affirm, that Wbit-' 
sington’s great fortune was obtained at one time 
by. fo fmall-and accidental a venture as) a cot. 
So much is certain) That his condu& advanced 
him. in the efteem ‘of. the family where he lived: 
and that, having’ acquired: a ‘handfome fortune 
under the encouragement of his matter; he became 
qualified and was pitched upon: to be ‘his fon-in= 


law. To have a true idea of this gentleman’s 


wealth; and the little. regard he paid to money, 
which, to thofe that adore it, is the root of ail evil, 


we. muft. recite the entertainment. he: gave King. 


Flenry V. and his» queen at Guildball; after the 
conqueft. of France.” On which occafion Sir Rr- 


chard, having caufed a fire to be made of wood | 


mixed: with cinnamon and other {pices and aro- 
matics, tore and burnt in that’ fire the king’s 
bond.of ‘10,000 marks, due. to the company of 
mercers; another of 1500 marks, due to the cham- 
ber of Londons another of 2000 marks, due to the 
grocers; another of 3000 marks, due to feveral 


other companies; and:-divers others; in all to the 


amount of 60,0001. fterling, borrowed by the king 
to pay his army in France; and then told:hismajetty, 


that.he had taken in and difcharged all thofe debts, 


and made his majefty a prefent of the whole. 


Befides, Sir Richard founded and endowed many 
charities. He alfo built St, AGchael’s church in 


vintry-ward, and added ‘to it a college, dedicated 


to St. Mazy, for poor {cholars. Near that he alfo 


erected 


2 x 
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erected.an hofpital, called God’s boufe: he gave A. D. 
handfomely to St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, and left 
fufficiently to rebuild Newgate. 

The Londoners were again put to a very extra- A.D. 
ordinary expence to receive his majefty:and his 147° 
royal’ confort Cafherine, returning from France; 
only: two years before his death, hich happened Death of 
in the flower of his.age, on the laft day of Auguf; © Sir 
1422. His corpfe was brought in a moft pomp- die 
ous manner, on an open chariot, to St. Paul’s ca- 
‘thedral, attended by James king of Scotland, chief 
‘mourner, all the: princes of, the blood, nobi- 
lity, and the principal gentry of the kingdom. 

The obfequies were there performed with the 

ereateft folemnity ; and then the royal corpfe was 

carried in proceffion to St. Peter's, We afainfiers and | 
depofited amongft his anceftors. SS a yiil. 
In. this fame year Sir Robert Chicheley, mayor sir. Robert 
of Londons did by, his laft will and teftament be- Fey sedan 
queath a fufficient. dinner, and 2d. in) money, tion 

to be given to 2400 poor citizens, houfekeepers, 

on his -birth-day. 


List of Lornp Mayors in the Reign of 
King Henry V.. 
~ Imhis 1ft year Sir Richard Cromar. 

2 Sir Nicholas Falconer. 
Sir Nicholas Wotton. 
Sir Henry. Barton. 
Richard Marlow. 
William Sevencke: 
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ALD; dn conn yeh year Sir Richard Whittington.” 
dawns dt Rik 8 Pe fi William Cambridge. a tbe a 
9 snags oleae a abit 


odd: 
“The -celiclie ae King | HetryM: wesiddai a minor 
ef only eight months’ ‘Old, by the name of Henry 


Newgate.) VI. upon whe throne. Soon after whofe acceflion 


rebuilt. 


A. p, the city petitioned the king’s council ‘forleave to 


1423. remove the: prifoners out of Newgate, in order to 
rebuild it, ..purfuant to the; will of Sir: Richard 
| Whittington late mayor : which! was granted; and 


Water- - performed by Sn! Richard’sexecutérs.’ » Andabout’ 


sl the fame time conduits wereerected:at Billingf. 


gate, Paul’ swharff, and Cripplegate, as had been 
done before in Cheapfidex which: were fupplied by 
leaden pipes from the aero on the» north fide of 


ss 


tthe city. v, 1s DOI i> 


A. D. 
1426, 


Bithep of? Great, dadiitaiiey ‘lawid es nation édiialas 


Winchel sinning of ithis minority: but the bifhop» of Wine 
-“rers at- 


tempt to”! cheffer, creat xincle to the king, atteniptine /to 
furprizethe 


city. wreft: the protedtorfhip out: of. she hands ‘of his: 


nephew the duke of Gloucefter, laid'a plot to fur- 
prize London, as the beft means to accomplifh his 
defign. “This could ndt’ be carried on without 
perfpiring: and the ‘protector, informed that the 
night of lordsmayor’s day was. pitched/upon to 
carry it intovexecution, a.tinie when the citizens 
are chiefly engaged in. banquetting sand mirth, 
commanded the: wayor to raife a fufficient force 
Prevented. to baffie the -bifhop’s enterprize. Which was 
done fo effectually by. Sir. Jah Coventry the mayor, 
aid his brethren the aldermen, that the bifhop’s 
oh archers 


a 
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archers and men of aris, who attempted to force A: D. 
their way into the city overthe bridge from Semth- eat 
wark, were repulfed, without! much lofs of ‘blood, 
However, this ‘turned out*but very indifferently 

for the inteteft of the city ;: for when the duke of 
Bedford, regent: of France,;and brother to the 
proteétory came: over to accommodate: the. affair 
between Gliucefter and Wincefier, the bithop found Badeffeste. 
means to prépoffefs the regent with a bad opinion 

of the Londoners ‘on’ this ‘account, reprefenting 

them: asa. rafh, dangerous, and 3 tenia a 


ples. 
The. Berkbard alias hid siiabhed the prac- Corrupt 
wines {eiz- 
tice of adulterating foreign wines imported, to eq, 
fuch an excefs, and with fuch’ pernicious ingre- 
dients, thatithe mayor, Sir Yobu Rainwell, order- 
ed a general fearch, and caufed 150 buts of the 
corrupt liquor, feized, to be ftaved and. thrown 
into the ftreets, whofe noxious fmell almoft ‘in- 
fected the air... And this: fame Sir Fobn, gave Gr tin 
certain eftates to eafe the poor houfekcepers in the ®2inwell’s 
ae donation. 
wards of Mdgate, Bifkopfgate, and Dowgate, of 
parliamentary taxes not exceeding three 15ths. 
Baynard-coftle was burnt dewn this fame years paynard 
but it was foon rebuilt magnificently by the duke ca#le burnt 


of Gloucefter. As to Stowe’s teport, of ‘the CILY A miftake 


women petitioning the parliament’ againft the i" Stowe 
faid duke, for his vile treatment of his duchefs, 
there-is no authority for it; and befides, it is a 
miftake in point of time: for Faqguelina was now 
divorced from the ‘duke, and his grace was mar- 


- fied again to the daughter of Reginald, lord’ Cob- 


ban. 


Tr 
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A.D. <oIn the feventh year ofi this: king’s reign,» a 
K. “Henty’s letter was fent by the council, in his igs to 


fetter to the 
mayor, 8. the magiftratess in this form : 


enquiring «© “Henry, by the grace of God, king of Eng 


ete » land and France, wn lord) of steal to the 
eeies  &omayor’and: aldermen» of the city of London, 
oe ** greeting. Willing” for certain ‘caules to ‘be 
S20: “certified upon the tenors of divers liberties and 
** cuftoms of the aforefaid city, and: concerning 
*‘.the records, and. memoranda of fervants and 
“S natives coming to the aforefaid city, and tarry- 


“ing there for a year and a day, without com-= 


“s plat of their ‘lords or mafters before you 


“¢:had, and inrolled in our ‘court of our chamber 

. “of Guildball, of the aforefaid city; as. iss faid': 
“We command. you the mayor, diftin@ly and 
‘* openly, to dend the tenor of the: liberties; cu- 
‘* {ftoms,: records,» and memoranda, aforefaid, to 
“usin our chancery, under your feal, and this 
.» “our brief. Witnefs myfelf at. Wefminfter, the 
Nowe seg hoot hy aay of vais in the nest ap of our 

| “os reion,? | Ov ifort 
To which the ‘mayor and aldermen returned 

«the following anfwer, viz; thoes okt pa 

The ane 0 ost hlarsiat the time of holy king Edward, jieted 
rk “ tofore king of England, and bre and frony 


“cc 


$y fach dignity, liberty, and loyal cuftom, amongtt 


« others was! had; .wfed and approved, in the 
London» %4,.city.0f Londow, wwhich is, and’ from all time 


ope of ‘£ hath been called; The free chamber of the king of 


the king of ihe 


Q ngland.. England, as from ancient time itlwas ufed, and . 


se had 


as. 


all tithe in» smemory. of man,. then was extant . 


eee ee 
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had as in the great city of Zray; to wit, That 
every fervant, whofoever he were, that came 
to the city of London, and tarried in it for ‘a 


year and.a.day, without being reclaimed by 


his lord there, afterwards he may, ought, and 
hath .accuftomed. through his whole life, fo 
freely and fecurely to tarry there,,as it were in 


the houfe or chamber of the king : and hence 
itis, thatthe fame holy king Edward, amongft 


other things, by his laws remaining upon re- 


~ 


cord, in the treafury of Guildball of the faid 


city; and reciting the city itfelf to be the head 
of the kingdom, and that it was founded like 
and after the manner of old Yroy, and that it 
containeth in it the laws, liberties, dignities; 
and royal cuftoms of Great Tray: he appointed 
and ordained, that the faid city of Londen may 


have and keep every where, by one inviolabi- 


lity always, all her old ufages and cuftoms, 


wherefoever the king himfelf fhall be, whether 


on an expedition or otherwife. And that after- 
wards, William the Conqueror, king of Eng- 


‘land, by his charter, which’ remaineth of the 


record, in the fame treafury, granted to the 
men of London, that they be worthy of vall 
that, both law and right, as they were in the 


‘days of the forefaid Edward: and moreover 


that the faid William the king, among other 


laws at the faid city made, with the confent of 


noble and wife men of the whole kingdom, 


and remaining in the’ faid treafury, likewile 


remaining of “tetords appointed and ordained, 
= That 
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That if fervants remain without complaint’ by 
a year anda day, in a burgh compafied with °a 
wall, or in caftles, or in the cities of the faid 


king; whence the faid city. of London, to: that 


time, and from all time before wasone, and the 
mere principal of the whole kingdom, as is 


faid before, from that day let them become 
freemen, and let them be forever free and | 
quit from the yoke of their fervitude.”—-And 


the record of this: tranfaction further faith,—*¢ It 
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is to be noted, that the laws, recitements, and 
ftatutes of holy King Edward, of which men: 


tion is made above, are contained in folio 34. 
of this book, under the title De Hevetochiis: ef 


libertatibus Londoas and in folio 113 of the 
Book of Cuftoms of the faid city; and in folio 


36 of the book called Recordatorium London; | 
‘8cc. and in folio 162. of the Red Book in ‘the 


exchequer, called The True Charter: by which 
the faid lord the Conqueror, bath confirmed 
to the citizens of London, all rights and laws 


which they had in the time of holy king Ed. 
ward, together with certain other charters, by 
which the faid lord, immediately after the con- 


queft, gave she whole hyde and land of-the 


city of London, whereof he had. been poftefied © 


in his demefne, to the men of the faid. city; 


patent and remanent under the feal of the faid 


King, in the cuftody of the chamberlain, ‘in 


the. treafury. of the {aid city: which charters» 
aré contained and incorporated. into the great 
charter of the liberties and cuftoms of the 
a © city 


& 


Y 

? 
~ 1.“ 
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«© city of Londons and are confirmedyby the lord 4. D. 
“ the king, Hexry. V1. and his progenitors. ‘But yee 
“ the tenor of the’faid:charters are patent in the 
** Latin tongue, in folio bac of » sh Boek of Or- 
“\dinances of the faidicity.” 

‘Ana of parliament had. pafthaly 7 Bessey IV. 
unddr: the influence’ of the court, to keep the 
people in a flavifh fubjection, whereby it was 
prohibited for any perfon, not poflefted: ‘of Jand to 
the value of 208. per.annum, to put out’a child 
as apprentice to a trade, | This “was a ‘grievous Leave to 
oppreffion to the citizens, who applied to parlia- aa ae . 
ment, this year, andsobtained a. repeal, in- conf- apprentices 
deration of their many and great nes per- 
formed for the king.. 

‘Thefe favours laid ‘the folinddunn of that King’s 


grand re 
vital reception ‘his’ majefty’ foon -after met with Mcton? 
in his return from France, on the goth of February, 4. D- 


1427. 
A. D.1427. The mayor sof London, drefied in | sia 
crimfon velvet, with a ‘large furredy velvet. hat, 


a girdle of gold about his cuddies and a bandrick 
of: gold ‘about his neck, waving down his.back : 
attended. by three ,horfemen, on ftately horfes, 
cloathed -in {earlet befpangled with, filver, and by. . 
all the aldermen, in {earlet gowns with, fanguine 
hoods, and a vaft. company, of citizens, in white, 
gowns and fcarlet hoods, the fymbol of each 
trade and myftery embroidered ‘richly, upon their 
fleeves, and all on horfeback, fumptuoufly accou- ° 
tred, met his majetty on Blackheath, and preceded, 
him to. .Londen,, which was decorated with rich. 
filks and carpets, and,.a varicty of ftately page- 
4. rrp fh . ants 
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5 

A.D. ‘ants filled with perfons, who in the reprefentation 

‘4°7" of loves, graces, and fciences, addrefiéd his ma- 
jefty, paffing by, with curious ipeeches and me- 


lodious fongs.. And two days after, the mayor. 


and aldermen attended the king at Wefiminfter, 


and in ‘the name ofthe citizens, prefented his - 


snail with 1000]. in nobles, in a nein Easette 
per. 


Aconvo- . A, D, 1429, Archbifhop Chicbeley finietined 


cation. 


A.D. a convocation at London, in which detegatés were 


—TFF9- elected to reprefent the Engi if church in: the 


council of Befl. Two pence in the pound was 


granted to fupport the expence : and inftructions 
were given to, them to move againft the excefles 
of papal difpenfations; againft pluralities, non- 
“refidence, and beftowing the higheft dignities and 


preferments, in the: chore hogs Te ~— 


paffed their minority. 
Pipes from ©) Sit Fobu: Wells, late mayor, said pipes, to 


Che: aptide. 


“Tyburn to btirle Tyburn water, at his own oe tor si 


Bauiheede in Cheapfide. leit | 
Greatfrot. | “The froft in the year 1434, fet in fo Fede. on 


- Prk afi 24th of November, that it held to the’ Toth 
of February: and: the navigation of the Thames 
was fo interrupted with the ice, that they’ were 
obliged to unlade their. fhips ae veflels at the 
rhouth of the river. wo 

A.D,” The perfidious: behaviour ef the duke of Bur- 


1435+ ° gandy, who had joined France againtt England, 
contrary to the faith of treaties, fo enraged the’ 
Eondoners, that they rofe upon the Biche undianigh 
Hellanders, and Flemings, refiding in their’ city, 


and barbaroufly murdered many of them. 
, The 


~ 
* 
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The fifhmongers continuing their endeavours * A. D. 
- to monopolize the fale of fifh, the parliament et. 
_ how enacted, ‘ That no perfon whatever fhould ing.te the 
‘¢ prefume to hinder or obftru& any fifherman, 

** either foreign or domeftic, from difpofing of 

“* his fifth as he fhould fee convenient, upon the 

** penalty of rol. 

' The town of Calais being befieged ats the duke Calais be» 
of Burgundy, the Re ndanele not only raifed their®*3°* 
quota of the forces commanded. to be provided 
by the nation; but they maintained them at their 
own expence: and the duke raifed the fiege, and 
fied with precipitation, at the approach of the 
Englifo army. 

‘An accident happened abt this eineiel which Rock-lock 
gave rife to the name of the Rock-lock under London= 2° ™ 4 
bridge. “Two arches on the fouth fide of the bridge, 
and the gate upon them, fell down. The ruins 
_ of the gate were fuffered to remain, which ren- 
dered one of the locks, or paffages for the water, 
ufelefs; and being from thence called the Rock- 
lock, it has, by length of time, been, by fome, 
thought to be a natural rock; whereas it is no more 
than thofe ruins, which have become as hard as a 
rock, by lying in the water upwards of three cen- 
turies; though many attempts have been made, 
of Jate years, to remove that obftrution. 

Sir William Eafifield, knight of the Bath, and Water 
mayor of London, did, at his own expence, ereét Sau. lag 
conduits in Fleet-ftreet, Aldermanbury, and at Cripple- Alterman- 


ury, and 

gate, and fupplied them with water from Tyé yourn Cipie: 
and Highbury-barn. | Aad, 
Vou. I. A a On 1438. 
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On the 25th of November a ftorm bléw down 


almoft one half of the houfes in. the Old Changes: 


Cheapfide, and uncovered many houfés and chureh- 
es. / 


The city of Londons: in.the year 1439, obtained,’ 


from the abbot of Weftminfler, a grant of a head’ 
of water, 26 perches in length and one in breadth,’ 


and of all the fprings in the manor of Paddington : 


referving to the faid abbot, afd his fucceffors,: 


two pepper-corns, payable to them at the feaft of 
St. Petey; but to be void, in cafe the intended: 
work fof fupplying the city of Lcxdon with water 
from thence] fhould happen to draw the water 


from the ancient wells in the manor of Hida. 
The charity. of the wealthy citizens at this time 


~ 


is nobly exemplified in the legacies left by fherif¥. 
‘Malpas and the mayor Redert Large. The former 


bequeathed 1241. to the relief of poor prifoners, 


and every year, for five years, 400 hirts ‘and. 
jhifts, 40 pair of fheets, and 150 gowns of frieze, 
tor the poor; .to 500 poor people | in London 


Os. 8d. each; to poor maids in marriage 100 


‘marks; to repairing highways 100 marks; 20, 


marks a year for a oraduate to,preach; 201. per: 


ann. to preachers at the Spita/ on three Eafer bohi= 
days, ‘The latter gave 2001, to the parith of S¢, 
Olave in Southwark, 251, to St. Margare?s, Loth- 
bury; 201. to the poor; 100 marks to the bridge ; 
200 marks towards arching over the water-courfe, 
in Wallorcok; 100 marks to poor maids in mar-, 
riage; 100 marks to poor houfekeepers 5, and {e- 
dang more legacies, 


Sir 
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Sir Richard Wick, vicar of Hermetfworih in Effex, oe Os 

was burnt on Yower-Aill for religion in the year sir Riherd 
1440, who being accotnted a pious and holy man, |’ 
the vicar of Barking, by mixing fome odoriferous fpicy 
powders with his afhes, deceived the people into an 
opinion of Wick’s fanctity ; in order to arraign the 
juftice of the judges who condenined him, and to 
pay their devotions to him as a martyr for the faith. 
But, the impofition being detected, the vicar was 
imprifoned, with feveral of his abettors, and pu- 
nifhed; and the impofture laid open by the con- 
feffion of the artful contriver. 

Fobh Hatherly, mayor in 1441, applied to King . fri 
Henry Vi. for leave to rebuild and beautify the Chethi . 
Crofs which had been erected by King Edward 1. Crofs re« 
in 1290, in memory of his Queen Eleanor; and uc 
at the fame time he petitioned for the royal aid to 
repair the common granary of the city, the con- 
duits, and to finifh other improvements then carry~ 
ing on for the fupplying of the citizens with water, 

His majefty granted his requefts in the form follow- 
ing: “© The king to whom thefe fhall come, 
<< oreeting. Know ye, That whereas our beloved 
*¢ Fohn Hatherley, mayor, and the citizens of Lon-- 
“* don, do intend, for the common utility and 
“< decency of all the faid city, and for the uni- 
<< verfal advantage; likewife for the well-pleafing 
*© of all liege fubjects flowing thither from other 
* parts, at convenient places therein, as it well 
“© becomes them fo to do, to build and erect divers 
** aqueduéts of frefh water, with flandards and 
*© other machines, and leaden pipes, which have 
Aa2 | and 
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‘* and do run. under and above the earth, above 
“¢ three miles; and to rebuild a certain common 
** granary, and a certain beautiful crofs in the 
“* Weft-cheap of the faid city, which may ferve for 
“¢ a refervoir, or, as it were, a mother to the faid | 
“¢ conduits or aqueducts; which works cannot be 


* performed without a very large quantity of lead, 


¢ and workmen proper to carry on the faid works ; 
“© We, well confidering the utility, deceney, and 
“¢ advantage of the faid works, do, of our fpecial 
‘* orace, grant and give aur licence for completing 
“‘ the fame; and for the faid citizens to take up 
** 200 fodder of lead for the building thereof, 
“ and to imprefs plumbers and labourers, &zc. 
‘* for raha on the faid work, paying cheek 
“© their wages.’ | 
In Auguft, 1442, a fray bepal betwee eve ftw: 
dents of the inns’ of court, headed by one Hart- 
bottle of Clifford’s Inn, and the neighbouring citi- 
zens, in which many were wounded and killed on 
both fides: but it was happily quelled before the 
morning by the citizens, headed by the mayor 
and fheriffs. But the attempt of the merchant- 
taylors to fet afide the lord-mayor at the next 
election had like to have proved of much worfe 
confequence to the city. They demanded Ralph 
Holland, member of their company, to be chofen 
by the court of aldermen in oppofition to Rodert 
Glapton, a draper, upon whom the choice had 
already fallen. And the merchant-taylors becamé 
fo outrageous, that Sir Fohn Paddefley, mayor, was 
obliged to exert his a abies. who, by commit- 
ting 


yy 
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ting fome of the rioters to Newgate, removed the A. D. 
prefent obftacle to Clapton's election; and punifhed **** 
the prifoners in an exemplary manner for their 
riotous proceedings. However this affair did not 
énd here. The malecontents threatened further 


_ ©ppofition at the next election. Which produced 
a letter from the king on that fubje&t, to prevent 
_ future difturbances in the choice of a chief magi- 


ftrate, in manner following: «© Whereas the King’s let- 
* mayors of London ufed to be chofen by the alder- (SO ine 
** men, and certain more difcreet perfons of the choice of a 
mayor. 
“* faid city, efpecially fummoned and warned for 
* that purpofe: yet fome that had not, nor ought 
“© to have, any intereft in fuch ele@tions, came, 
« and with their noife and clamour difturbed them, 
** with intention to chufe fuch, who might after- 
«© wards favour their evil doings and errors; We 
*< therefore, willing to provide for the quiet and 
** peace ef all my loving fubjects, and to apply 
** a fuitable remedy on this behalf, do command 
** and firmly enjoin the mayor and fheriffs to make 
* proclamation through all the city and liberty, 
* before the time of election of mayor, ftriGly 
‘© forbidding, that none be prefent at fuch election, 
‘© or any way, or under any colour, thruft him- 


elf into it, but fuch as by right, and according 


* to the cuftom of the city, ought to be there: 
«* and that fuch ele€tion be made by the aldermen, 
“© and other of the more difcreet and able citizens, 
‘© efpecially warned and fummoned, according to 
* the cuftom aforefaid: letting them know for 
f* certain, that if any, fome other way elected, 

| Aa 3 SS were 
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A.D. ‘* were prefented unto us, our treafurer, and 
barons of the exchequer, they fhall by no means 
‘¢ admit him: and that they fhall arref, and 
“* commit to prifon, all thofe who fhall act con- 
‘* trary to the faid proclamation ‘and prohibition.” 
As it is recorded in Lib, Alb. under the year 
1443. 
Conduit at | This fame year there pafled an act of common- 
pie council, for building a conduit in Cheapfide, near 
Cheapfide. St, Paul's gate, and for repairing others. And 
the executors of Fobu Wells, late mayor of London, 
Strand Obtained the king’s letters patent for paving the 
paved. highway before and near the Savey in the Strand, 
for the fpace of 500 feet. | 


Aa for The fame common-council patted a fevere ac 
keeping the 


fabbath,  ag@ainft fabbath-breakers, and to prevent buying. 


and felling goods and viduals, and for reftraining 
mechanics from working on the Lord’s day. ' 
St. Pauls On the firft day of February, 1444, gt. Paul’s 
at fteeple was fet on fire by lightning: which was by 
Hanes timely affiftance thought to be extinguifhed: but 


the Jatent fame byéaiine out again about nine at 


‘ + 


1445+ 
night, it, confumed the preatett part of Hig bag 
frame. | | 
Queen Next year. is inteuated for the magnificent re- 


Airgaret” 
«ee * ception the Londoners gave Queen Margaret, whom 


A.D. the king had lately efpoufed : which could not be 
1447. 
tions. 
Duke of © The year 1447 was ftained with che innocent 


Gleuce- 
1's mur- Dlood of the worthy duke of Gloucefter, the king’s 


der. uncles contrived by the queen and her party's 7 
wha 


ps . 
= +o 


ceteeane for pomp, richésy and beautiful decora- 
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who being a true patriot, a friend to learning, a A. D. 
protector of the innocent, and a fcourge to the re? 
wicked, was doomed a fit facrifice to make way - 

for carrying into execution the wicked fchemes 

of a deteftable party, who were afraid of his wif- 

dom, firmnefs, and integrity. They got his Grace 
apprehended under a fuppofition of high-treafon, 

and murdered him in prifon the fame night after 

his commitment; publifhing next day that he was 

dead ef an apoplexy. 

The king prefented the queen with rol. per 10}. per 
ann. out of the profits of Queenbithe in Thames- Taw se 
fireet about the fame time. 

Four clergymen, parfons of parifhes in “Tania, Petition for 
taking the low ftate of education in this city into makes 
their confideration, and the want of fchools to 
improve the growing generation in grammar, pe- 
titioned the patent: in the 25th of Henry VI. 
for leave to them and their fucceffors to fet up 
erammar-fchools in their refpe€tive parifhes, of 

Great Allballows, St. Andrew’s Holbourn, St. Peter’s 
Cornhill, and St. Mary Cole-church, and to appoint 
fchool-mafters in them refpectively; as fully is fet 
forth in the record kept in the tower. N. 109. 

256 Hen. VI. To which it was anfwered,—— aAntwer. 
«* The king wiks that it be done as it is defired; 
** fo that it be done by the advice of the ordinary, 


“ the relles of the Ei eandantl of Canterbury for 
“© the time being.” 


In the year 1450 one Fack Cade, an Irifoman, Jock 
affumed the perfon and name of Fobn Mortimer, ee 


of the blood of the family of March, who had been A.D. “ 
Aaa bes PONS 
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beheaded in the beginning of this reign. This im- 
pottor, by various pretences.of delivering the na- 
tion froin the oppreffive meafures of the court, 


foon found himfelf at the head of an army, 10 a 


condition to march to: London. Fe encamped oa 
Biackbeath, over-awed the whole country round, 
and for a month raifed horfes, arms, and money 
from the Genza, Vi netian, and Florence merchants 
in London, fending threatening letters into the city 
by Thomas Cock, a draper, who repaired to his 
camp daily to tranfact fuch affairs as Cade fhould 
direct. 

The king marched againft him with 15000 men. 
But Cade, by a feint retreating into the woods near 


Seven-oaks, hoped to draw the king’s forces aiter 
him in a diforderly manner. The king, deceived — 
by this ftratagem, returned to Loudon with his 
army, and commanded Sir Humphry Stafford to 


follow if rebels with a detachment and to dif- 


perfe them. But both Stafford and his beft officers, a 
with all the army. under his command, were cut 


to pieces by the rebel’s.ambufcade, - 
Cade, flufhed with victory, refolved to miter 
directly to the capital. And his demands fo terri- 


fied the king, that his majefty fled with his queen 


to Killingworth: cafile. The rebel, being arrived 


in Southwark, took up his quarters in the Whiter 
bart inn, and f{ummoned the citizens to open their — 


gates to him. Great commotions arofe thereupon 


in the city. But the mayor fummoned his coun: — 


cil-to advife him how to aét. Moft of the common. 
council were for admitting Cade, but Rokert Herm, 


alderman . 


* 
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alderman’ and fithmonger, boldly and ftrenuoufly 
_oppofed that refolution. However, the mayor 
was at laft neceffitated to commit Horn to New- 
gate, to pacify the rebels, and to open the gates 
and admit them over the bridge. . 

The arch-impoftor endeavoured to ingratiate 
himfelf with the Londoners, by trict netic to 
his followers to’ commit no violence, and to pay 
ready money for their goods and victuals, upon 
pain of death. He, in his march through Cannon- 
fireet, fttuck London-ftone with his fword, faying, 
s Now Mortimer is Lord of this city.” At night 
he withdrew baci to Southwark. But returning 
next day to London, he caufed lord Say, high- 
treafurer of England, to be atraigned at Guildball, 
before the mayor and divers other judges, who 
fat there by Cade’s commiffion to try that noble 
lord. And lord Say infifting upon his right of 
peerage, to be tried by his peers, Cade ordered 
him to be inftantly carried from the bar to the ftand- 
ard in Cheapfide, and had him beheaded, without 
allowing him to finith his confeffion to the prieft, 
according to the cuftom of thofe times, His head 
was fixed upon a fpear, and carried before the 
_ rebels in triumph; and his body was dragged at 
a horfe’s tail, through the city, to St. Thomas of 
Waterings, and there hung upon a gibbet, and 
afterwards quartered, 

This was not the only or worft act of cruelty 
on this occafion. Cade ordered Sir Fames Cromer, 
theriff of the county of Kent, and fon-in-law to 


the late chancellor, to be brought out of the Fleet 


prifon, 
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prifon, and beheaded in the midft of the E/few rebel= 
party encamped at Mile-end. His head was alfo_ 
fixed upon a pole, and carried, together with lord 
Say’s, before the rebels through each principal 


treet in the city; and in their way Cade {porting- 


ly made thefe heads kifs each other in every ftreet. 
His next ftep was to plunder the citizens. He 
began with the houfes of Philip Malpas, alderman, — 
and Mr. Gherfly,; which he ftripped of all their 
valuable furniture and treafure, in return for the — 
{umptuous entertainments thofe two wealthy. citi- 
zens had made for him. He robbed many other — 
principal merchants, and obliged thofe fufpected — 
of fecreting their treafures, to purchafe their lives 
at his own price. As for alderman Horn, it was 
with much difficulty Cade was prevailed upon to 
ranfom his life for 500 marks. Thefe miferies — 
awakened the citizens, and brought them to a 
refolution to fhut their gates nail the rebels, 
as foon as Cade and his men hould march back in 
the evening to Southwark. And, being encouraged 
in this wile by lord Scales, conta of the 


‘tower of London, and Sir Matthew Gough, his lieu- 


tenant, and a.celebrated warrior, the citizens did 
fhut their gates; and were fo well prepared to — 
defend the paffage, that, when Cade, next day,, 


Battle with attempted to force his way: over the bridge, they, — 


the ettizens 


repulied the rebels; but not without great lofs of } 
men, killed and drowned: amongft whom were 
alderman Sutton, Robert Hayfand, and the re- 
nowned Gough abovementioned. 


This — 
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This check obliged Cade to have recourfe to the A. D. 
_ King’s Bench and Marfbalfea prifons to recruit his vs 0 
army, which-was much diminithed by the lofs fuf- 
tained in this engagement, And Yobn Stafford, arch- 
bifhop of Canterbury, and high-chancellor of England, 
who had fled for fafety to the tower of London, {eiz- 
ing the opportunity to work upon the rebels fears 
after this repulfe, got an act of indemnity drawn 

up under the great bial. and proclaimed in South- Amnefty 
qwark the night following: which had its defired fue aa 
effect, to difperte the rebel army in fuch a fudden Rebel army 

difbands, 

and effectual manner, that, next morning, Cade 
found himfelf almoft totally deferted. 

The rebel army difperfed, and no hopes of re- a,3.°, 
eruiting, Cade fhipped off his rich booty for Ro- fight. 
chefter, and fled himfelf in difguife into the woody 
. parts of Sujex, where he was detected in a garden 
at Hothfield by Aleander Eden, a Kentifo gentle- 
man; but fuffered himfelf to be killed, penis than Killed, 
taken alive. His body was put into a cart and 
brought to London: where his head, in company 
with nine others, were erected on the bridge. 

The king, delivered from this dangerous infur- Lord 
rection, marched through London on the fourth (i) ycoune 
of December, 1451; and, to thew-his good liking *!!or- 
to the citizens for their Jate condu& and affiftance 
in quelling the rebellion, he appointed Godfrey 
Fielding, the mayor, one of his privy council. 

_ Godfrey Bullein, lord-mayor in 1451, left, by his Godfrey 
will, ro001. to the poor houfekeepers in London: ee 
alfo handfome legacies to the prifons, hofpitals, — 
and lazar-houfes, and 200]. to the poor in Nor- 
folk.. , 

Roger, 
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Roger, furnamed Niger, bithop of London, con- 
fecrated on the 10th of Fune in the year 1229, _ 
ordained, that all the citizens of London fhould 
pay to their parifh-priefts a halfpenny out of every 
pound, and a farthing out of every ten fhillings, 
every Lord’s day, and alfo on every feftival, 
whofe vigils were to be obferved as fafts; ; which 
conttieution was afterwards confirmed by Thomas 
Arundel, archbifhop of Canterbury, A.D. 1 3975 
and by pope Innocent, A. D. 1404, But this — 
epifcopal impofition met with much oppofition — 
from the laity, notwithftanding its being fortified 
with fo great ecclefiaftical authorities: wherefore 

pope Nicholas V. in the year 1453, iffued out a 
bull to confirm the fame; wherein his: holinefs — 
commands the mayor, fheriffs, aldermen, citizens; 


and inhabitants, to pay the faid offerings, and to 


oblige every oné to do the fame as much as in — 
their power, under pain of the greater ex- 


communication. This, at length, operated fo — 


effectually, that the clergy infifted rigoroufly on 
thofe offerings, and the laity, intimidated by the 
Vatican thunder, propofed an arbitration to coms 
pound for the fame, which was concluded and 
figned on the r7th of December, 1457, 4 
phe year 1454 is remarkable for being the firft 

time the lord-mayor went to Wetminfter (to qua- - 
lify -for office) by water, It was Yoba Norman, 
Jord-mayor .eleét, that introduced this cuftem; — 
who builc.a ftately barge at his own expence; .and 
was attended by the feveral city companies, which — 
alfo had provided and built barges in imitation of — 

their, 
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os chief magittrate, and adorned them magni- A.D. 
ficently with paintings, ftreameérs, and flags. This Bix 
gave the watermen fo much pleafure, as it tended’ 

to encourage their navigation, that they made a 

fong, beginning with Row thy boat Norman, row 

to thy Lemman, 8c. in praife of the lord-mayor. 

- The King, fuffering himfelf to be mifguided Sieh of 
by his queen and her junto, tothe great detriment yades he 
of his fubjeéts, loft the affections sand confidence “isto 
of his people, and difpofed them to join the duke 
of York, who fought an opportunity to feize upon 

the crown; and, with an army of Welfhmen and 
difgufted Englih, gave him battle at St. Alban’s, 

in the week before Whitfontide, this fame year. : 
After an obftinate engagement, Henry was taken Takes the 
prifoner; and being fent to London, was lodged f'7S?" 
- in the bifhop’s palace. Fhe parliament conftituted 

the duke of York protector of the kingdom, and 
removed all his evil counfellors. 
Thefe commotions in the ftate were accompa- Riots, 

nied with feveral tumults and outrages amongtt 

the people, as is common on fuch occafions. The to s¢. Mar- 
inhabitants of St. Martin’s le Grand infulted the ("sf 
Londoners; and, having beat and wounded the A. D. 
citizens, fed to their houfes within the fan@uary 1455- 
of their church. The city magiftrates, advifed 
of this barbarous treatment of the citizens, in- 
ftantly repaired with an armed force to the mona- 
ftery, forced it open, and carried off the authors 
of the riot. The dean of We/tminfter complained 
_ thereof to the king, as a breach of privilege, and 

the citizens being fummoned before the council, 

and 
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A.D. and examined, they were ordered to keep the riot>: 
"455° ers in cuftody, till he fhould come to London and 
make more ftri& inquifition concerning the mat+ 

ter: 
te Cheer A quarrel pee nd a young mercer and an Ita~ 
lan in Cheapfide, where the mercer was the ag-. 
greffor, laid the foundation of a great riot. - The 
mercer being committed, by a full court of alder-' 
men, to Newgate; for wounding: the Italian with-: 
out provocation, was refcued by the fervants in: 
the mercery near the end of Laurence-lane, Gheap- 
fide; and the bafer fort of people, availing them~ 
{elves of this confufion and difpute with aforeigner,. 
f ran in great numbers. to the houfes of the moft 
eminent Jaliex merchants and plundered them, — 
' Neither was this riot quelled without bloodfhed. 
And though fome of the ringleaders were feized 
and. ient to Newgaze, the principal offender made 
his efcape, and found sense at St, aria Sy 

. Kefiminfler. | 

Court inti- | Thequeen and her party, fot hebise that thefe 
porrsrigr riots’ might be fomented by the York faction, 
commanded the dukes of Exeter and Buckingham 
torepair to London, and affift the mayor and alder- 
men in the trial and punifhment of the offenders. 
The.caure was fet. But, while the pannel was 
called over at Guilaball, the-mob, in great num- 
bers, threatened moft fatal effets to the judges, — 
if they proceeded to try their fellow-citizens. 
The court were fo intimidated that they broke up, 
and the commiffioners from the queen haftily took — 
Jeave of the mayor and retired from the bench. 
7 However, 
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However, the mayor, confidering that all manner 
of government in the city would foon be at an end, 
‘if a {top were not put to the dangerous practices 
of the multitude, fummoned a common-council, 
and commanded all wardens of fellowfhips to ap- 
pear on the morrow at Guildhall; and, affifted by 
the recorder, he ordered each warden to ailemble 
the whole fellowfhip that afternoon at their. re- 
fpective halls, and there to charge every member 
of their community both to keep and to ufe the 
beft of his endeavours to maintain the peace of the 
city; and that, if they fhould difcover or fufpect 
any perfon or perfons to favour any riotous affem- 
blies, or the forcible delivery of fuch perfons as 
were committed to prifon, the faid wardens fhould 
with good words try to diffuade him or them from 
their evil intentions, and give their name or names 
privately and expeditioufly unto the mayor. Thefe 
meafures produced their defired effect, The mob 
fubfided. ‘The commiffioners returned, and, in 
conjunction with the mayor, refumed their feats, 
and tried and condemned divers perfons; three 
of whom were hanged at Tydurn, and many ob- 
hiced to pay a large fine. 

The promifing advantages, that already ap- 
peared in the foundation of the four grammar- 
fchools: above related, prompted both the bifhop’ 
ef London and the archbifhop of Canterbury to in- 
creale their number with five more of the fame 
kind; and, by virtue of the king’s letters patents, 
they founded one in St. Paul’s church-yard; an- 
other in the collegiate church.of St, Martin le Grand; 

another 
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- another at Bow-church, or St. Mary de’ Areubus, in 


Cheapfide;, another at S¢. Dunfian’s in the Eaft; and 
the fifth at the hofpital of St, Anthony, 

The arbitration between the clergy and laity, 
concerning the offerings impofed by the church 
on the people, as: related in the year 1453, was 
now finally awarded, in the year 1457, there’ be- 
ing, at that time, 118 parith-churches in Londoi 
and the fuburbs: which is recorded by ened in 
this form: | | ey 4 


The Ly, tion of all offryng within the city 9 of I Lon- 


don and fuburbs of ihe fame. 


_ © Firft, That every perfon, dweller and in- 
«< habitant in any houfe in London, or its fuburbs, 
«* hireth and occupieth the fame at 10s. per ann. 
« fhall offer to God, and to the church in whofe 
“© parith fuch houfe ftandeth, one farthing on each 
«* of the feaft-days hereafter mentioned; viz. on 
“¢ every Sunday in the year, Chriftmas-day, Cir- 
<< cumcifion, Epiphany, Purification of our Lady, 
‘© Afcenfion of our Lord, Corpus Chrifti, St. Maz 
“* shew, St. Simon and Fude, All-faints, St. Andrew, 
“¢ Conception of the Bleffed Virgin, St. Thomas 
“ Apoftle, St. Peter and Paul, St. Fames and St. 

“¢ Bartholomew, Affamption and Nativity of our 
‘‘ Lady, Dedication-day, to be kept for all the 
“* churches in London from henceforward on the 


_ “ 293d of Offober yearly; and alfo on the Patron’s — 


*¢ day of each church in London and its fuburbs. 
** And if fuch inhabited houfes be lett for 208. 
** to pay two farthings, or a halfpenny; if for 30s. 

| to 
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*‘ to pay three farthings: if for 4os. to pay td. Hho 


“if for 508..to pay 1d. one farthing. | Ard’fo 
** every fum, afcending and) defcending by: 108, 
S.into what fum, foever, thall always offer ‘ote 
* farthing, after. the rate of 103s, at the forefaid 
** feafts—+And he, who rents: houfes in divefs 
** parifhes within London and its fuburbs, fhall pay 
*< or offer. the fame, for each houfe, to the church 
$° in which parifh it flands. Provided that fhould 
‘* it happen. two of the faid feafts to fall on‘one 
“day, the offering fhall be only for one day, 
cs That a houfe, rented at 6s. 8d. thall offer only 
 “¢ four times in the year, on the four principal 
‘* feats of the church, of which he is a parifhionéé, 
** And all above 6s 8d. and under ros, to pay 
* xd. one farthing once a year, Provided always, 
Sssthat if the faid adiwdllen! go before the curate, 
“and there declare, upon his faith and truth, 
“*,That he may not pay his faid money accord- 
“* ing to the ordinance aforefaid, be within 108. 
_S* that the faid curate fhall holden him, aught or 
© naught, and the dweller thereupon | hall be 
‘© quyte. Alfe if the rent of the houfe exceeds 
*< 108. and does not amount to 30s. and fo to 
‘* any fum being between ros. and ros. the in- 
* habitant fhall pay to the curate five farthings 
*s for every fhilling of the faid fum that thall be 
« between ten and ten. Where a houfe is taken 
“together, and afterwards let out into apart- 


** ments for divers people, then the perfon who | 
“© took the whole houfe, and inhabireth the prin- 


“* cipal part thereof,. fhall pay an offering to his 
Vou. I. Bb =< paviths 
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shoufe, does not dwell in any ‘part thereof, “and 


‘ets it out again, then he that dwelleth © ‘in the 
‘6 prineipal part fhalloffer all, and the reft 4d. 
* by the year, © Alfo every warehoufe, “fhop, 
‘cellar; wharff, ftable, crane, ground, “garden, 3 
vor'place, fhall pay, for every pound, they be let 
ofor, 6d. offering to the curate’ of the church, 
ino which. they: hall ftand, without any’ other 
offering, and 3d: for 10s.°per ann. rent; and 
$6 ‘more or lefs:as they fhall be let for more or lefs | 
‘than 10s. per ann. It wasvalfo ‘provided, that 
vall apprentices and .fervants and hired - men 
within thefaid city; not charged with fuch refit 
sand hou fess which thall be’houfeholder at Laffer, 
‘or about Eafer, thall four: times °in thé year, 
vat the four principal feaftsy offer to God-and 
tor the church. Alfo as’ for perfonal tythes, 


the parifhioners are neither ‘charged ‘nor ‘dif- 
charged; faving that hereafter no curate hall 
vex, trouble, fue, or deny faeraments or ‘fer- 
vice for non-payment of the fame} but leave 


them to the piety and confcience of the parifh- 
ioners.. Alfo-all proceedings or fuits, hitherto 


carried on for tythes or offerings before this day, 
fhall ftop, and never be brought into contro- 
verfy any more: but all fuch things, done before 


7 -parith-church for the whole rent, - if the “faid 
-houfe .be inhabited and occupied’as dwelling- — 
> places. But if the petfon, who rents the Wicle 


thisday, fhall be remitted and forgiven by both | 


parties. Be it in mynde, That thys bonde 
and arbitrement is made the xviith day of De- 


SS cember, 
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“© cember, the yere’of the tnicarnatyon of our A.D. 
© Lord MiritcL vii.” Arnold.——N.B. At this ee 
time’ there were 118 parifh-churchés in London churches 

_ in London, 
and i its’ fuburbs. &eu 

In'this fame year the king fettled the tight and 
form of the privileses of the fanctuary, adits ied 
by’ St. Martin’s le Grand, in an ordinance, made 
and directed in his ibe sf council, to Godfrey 
Buloine. 

Godfrey Biloine, mayor, A.D. 1458, ‘falpeaing City 
fome bad ‘effeéts from the vaft retinues of certain a 
great’ perfonages, and the king’s suards, which Pt 
attended their majefties and the nobility in the 
city for forne days, caufed 5000 citizens, com- 
oy armed, to mount guard daily, under his 
own’ command, and 2000 by night, under the 
command of thrée aldermen, to’ teehee the 
ah during their ftay. 
> The earl Of Marth having landed at Sandwich Earl of 
in Kent; with his friends, ane upon the invitation eas 
of the’ people of England, efpecially the Londoners, ver 
who could no longer:bear the arbitrary oppreffive 
tMeéafutes of the court, the king \ cornmanded 
Lord ‘Scales, with a confiderable body of troops, 
to enter and fecure the city of London, as the bett 
bulwark to baffle the efforts’ of the invadets, 

But when that noble lord demanded admiffion 
into ‘tHe city in the king’s name, under pretence 
of defending London from the plundering hands 
of a traiterous army, already ar their gates; the Lord | 
mayor anfwered, That he wanted no help either Pata ta 
to defend or govern: the city; and that he would part In 


litary force 
‘" Bb 2 eae not 
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A, D.  not-permit an.armed force),to: come, within wage’ 
Bee” rifdictions. Scales. threatened. to batter. the. city 
from the tower, in. cafe the:citizens. fhould admit 
City de." the earl?s army, and to lay j it in afhes, . But thofe 
cast er threats did not, prevent their opening, the, city 
Marche gaten sto the earl of. March, whom they received 3 
with much joy. and tejoicings.. Having fecured 
London, the earl. marched with 25,000 men’ in 

queft of the king, and left the earl of Salifbury 
- with a fufficient force, to. defend ..the city. againt 
Eonton Lord Scales, who. carried his menaces into. execu: 
tana tion, and plied the city with his PRN in, fuch 
tower, a_-manner as £0 deftroy_ a. number 0 f houfes ; = 
the earl of Sali ifoury, by blocking up the tower,.on 
every fide, and ereéting a_battery on the, other - 

fide of the Ti bawmes, obliged his Jlordhhip to, she 

from fring upon Landaa This was followed, by 
the rout of the king's army near ie nigra 

the, imprifonment, of the kmg in the. bithop 

Tower Fars Londan’ s palace.; and the furrender of the tower; 
ee upon. certain, conditions :, but, Lord: Seales; nor 
trufting, LO. thofe, conditions, attempted). to.efeape 
Pee in difguile. by. water, . and was knocked. onthe 
head. by the earl of Warwick's watermen 5; who 
ftripped him,, and caft his naked, body on, the 
thore, where. it Jaid Several dapseepalrd withoug — 
burial or pity... : sede: naw 908 
Such was. the Gage ie “the, king .and his 
affairs, when. the. duke ‘of York, -inconfiderately, 
__.. engaging the army raifed. by the queen,. near, Wakes — 
*  fiéldy, was not only totally, routed, but, killeds — 
which enabled her to esis fouthward; and hav-+ — 


oa 4 ing © 
: 2 P 


Lonpon, WesTMINSTER, Ge, $73 


ing the good fortune alfo to beat the earl of Wars A.D. 

_ wick, on Banard’s heath, near Sc. Albans, and re- qeaguee 
covering the king from a ftate of captivity, her hn *s 
wipsidiy ide thabidess inthe king’s name, a fufficient feces. 
quantity of Jent-provifions from the Londoners, pany 
for her army, then at St. Mbans, and in ereat sieitsasy 
want. The mayor readily complied : ordered a 

great number of carts loaded with provifions to 
proceed for St. Albans: but the citizens rofé arid’le denied. 
{topped them at Cripplegate, declaring, that it was 

not reafonable to feed thofe, who intended to rob 

the city, as they had done S¢. Albans, and to pof- 

fe{s themfelves of all that the citizens were matters 

of. The mayor endeavoured to quell the popu- 

lace by reprefenting the danger, to which they eg- 

pofed themfelves and fellow-citizens by denying 

relief to a victorious army. But the citizens, dé- 
pending upon the protection of the earl of March, 
haftening to their affiftance, refolved to defend 

the city againft the queen and all her adherents ; 

becaufe they were poffefled with an opinion, that 

fhe did intend to plunder the city, fhould fhe ever 

gain admiffion; and were confirmed in this opinion 

by the depredations already made by her cavalry in 

the fuburbs, and their attempt to enter Cripplegate 

by force of arms. \ However, the mayor deputed Mayor's 

_ the recorder and certain aldermen, to wait upon sang 
the king at Barnet, not only to excufé thefe pro- mens. 
cetdiogs of the populace, but'to affure his majefty Promife to 
of the intention of the magiftrates, that, as foon wa * 
as the commonalty could Be brought into better #™7 
temper, they would open the gates for the queen’s 
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A.D. army to be admitted into London; Withal be- 
bAPs feeching that her majefty, to facilitate their en- 
deavours, would pleafe to difmifs the northern- 
- men, whom the Londoners fulpedted of an inten- 
tion to plunder their city. This was managed | 
: with fo much art, that the queen was upon. the 
seer point of gaining the city of London; when the 
hee was obliged to fly northward again, by the defeat 
of her army by the earl of March: who taking 
the rout to London, was received with great joy, 
Conven- on Thurfday in the firft week of Lent.. And there 
pote King by a convention of the nobility, clergy, gentry, 
Henrys and citizens, held at Bayard’s cafile, King Henry 
was formally depofed, for his incapacity to go- 
K.Edward yern; and thé earl of March, eldeft fon of dive 
ahtea duke of York, was declared and proclaimed king 
in his ftead, on the 5th of March, aye the. name 

of Edward the Fourth. 


List of Lonp Mayors in the Reign 1 of 
| King Henry VI. 


In his 1ft year Sir William Waldern. 
2 William Cromer. 
 Fobn Mitchael. 
Fobn Coventry. 
Sir Fohun Rainwell. 
_ Sir Fohu Gedney, 
_ Sir Richard Barton. 
Sit William Eaftfeld, 
. Nicholas Ki otton. 
Sir John de Welles. 
Sir Fobn Parveis, 
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In his rath year Sir fohn Brokle. 


13 
14. 
15 
16 
17 
38 
19 
20 
0" 


a I 
23 


24 
25 
26 
27 


28 


29 
30 
31 


Sir Roger Oteley. 
Sir Henry Frowtck. 
Sit Fob Mitchael, 
Sir William Ea/ifield. 
Sir Stephen Brown. 
Robert Large. 

Sir Fobu Paddefley, 
Robert Clapton. 
Fobn Aderley. 
Thomas Catworth. 
Sir Fobu Frowick. 
Sir Simon Eyre. 
Fobn Olney. 

Sir Fobn Gedney. 
Sir Stephen Brown. 


~ Sir Thomas Chalton. 


Nicholas Wilford. 
Sir William Gregory. 
Sir Geoffry Fielding. 
Sir Fobn Norman. 
Sir Stephen Fofter. 
Sir William Marrow. 
Sir Thomas Canning. 
Sit Geoffry Bullen. 
Sir Thomas Scott. 
Sit William Hatin. 
Sir Richard Lee. 
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i AgPy dX, 3 
Walter Walker bebeaded. King Edward 1Vsb's - 
coronation. His four charters. Precédency of the 
lord mayor. Gallows erected on Tower-hill. City 
right to Tower-hill.  Peérjured jury pumifhed. 
| $ir Thomas Cook’s perfecution. King Edward — 
flies to Folland: Henry VI. refored. Gale’s 
rebellion. Wenry dethroned. Edward reftored. | 

City fortified. Falconbridge’s-attempt to plunder 


London. Bawds and whores punifhed. Bene- 


woleyce for a French war. Steelyard. Choice of 
pape  foeriffs confined to the liverymen. Stocks 
erected in every ward. City walls repaired by feve- 
ral companies, &c. Plagne. Alderman fined fer 
bis mifbehaviour to the lord-mayor. A srand bunt. 
Lift of mayors.  Acceffion of King Edward V._ 
Duke of Gloucefter’s diffimulation and manage- 
ment of tbe Londoners. Richard’ #furps the 
crown. Murders the young hing, &e. Murder 
of Lord Haltings. Bebaviour of the Londoners 
at this junélure. Shaw’s Jermon, and duke of — 
- Buckingham’s Speech. Richard Sain in battle. 
Lift of MAN ‘ 


_ A.D. PPVHO? the nation had been greatly exafpe- 
fi . rated by the: mal-government' of the de- 
pofed king, the firft atts of Edward, whom the 
people received as an angel-ouardian, did not 
appear very promifing of more happy times. 
devard had {carce félr ‘the weight of the crown. 
| | uper 
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upon his head, or even ftept upon the throne, 4. D. 
before he eave a manifeft token of his arbitraty 
turn of mind. There was an eminent grocer, Walter 
one Walter Walker, in Cheapfide, whofe fign was Bccnak 
the crown; and who innocently and jocotel ly faid 
that he would make his fon heir to the crown, 
meaning his fhop and bufinefs. But this being 
related to the king, his majefty ordered him to be 
~ beheaded in Smitlfield for that imaginary crime, On 
the 8th day of his reign. However, Edward 
haying the good fortune to fupport his exaltation 
by his fword, the Londoners received him into 
_ their city, with the greateft demonftrations of joy 

and fatisfaction, after he had defeated King Henry's 
forces, at Towson, in York/bire. 

His coronation was fixed for the 29th of une, Edward's 
St. Peter’s day, in Weftminfter Abbey. ‘To which anergy 
his taajefty rode in great ftate, from the tower 
through the city. On which occafion the citizens 
endeavoured to exceed their former rejoicings. 
Which tokens of their attachment to his intereift, 
were not forgotten. For, in the fecond year of 
his reign, his majefty granted the Londoners the 
following charter: | 

“© Edward, by the grace of God, king of K.Edward 
© England and France, and lord of Jrelend, to all ato Pia 
¢ archbifhops, écc. greeting. Although as we 
** underftand fuch things altogether as btioht to be’ 

“¢ holden and determined by confervators of the 
** peace, and juftices affigned: for hearing and 
s determining divers felonies, trefpaffes, and 


¥¢ imifdemeanors, in all the counties of our realm 
a4 of 
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of England, by the king’s authority, by virtue 


of the ordinances and ftatutes of our realm 
aforefaid, made for the good of the peace, and 


rule of our people, have always, time out of | 


mind, been ufed and well affirmed, and yet. be 
in our city of London: neverthelefs, to the end 

that from henceforth one’ good, certain, and 
undoubted manner may be continually had in 


our city, for the confervation of the peace, and 


governing our people of the fame; and that 


“the fame may always be, and remain a city of 


peace and quietnefs: we will of our mere 


motion, and by tenor of. thefe prefents do 
grant, for us, and as much as in us is, to the | 


mayor and commonalty of the ‘city aforefaid, 


and to the citizens of the fame, and to their fuc- 
ceffors for ever, that they may have and hold 


all and fingular their liberties and free-cuftoms, 
as whole and found as ever they had and held 


_ them in all time of our progenitors. And fur- 


ther we grant, for us and our ‘heirs aforefaid, 
to the mayor and commonalty, and citizens, 


‘ and to their fucceffors, the liberties and autho- 


rities, acquittals and franchifes, underwritten ; 
that is to fay, that from henceforth the mayor 


and recorder of the faid city who now be, and 


their fucceffors, and the mayors and recorders 
which for the time fhall be, as well. thofe al- 


dermen which. before this time have been. 


mayors of the fame-city, as other aldermen 
who fhall hereafter fuftain the charge of mayor- 


alty, and fhall‘not be thereof difmiffled as long . 
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-as they fhall there remain aldermen for ever 


fhall be confervators of the prefent peace of 
our city, and the peace of our fucceffors of the 


‘ faid city and liberties thereof, as well by land 


as by water. And to keep or caufe to be kept, 


<6 all ordinances and ftatutes, made and to be 
‘ made for the good of our peace, and for the 
$ quietnefs, rule, and government of our peo- 


ple, in all their articles, as well within the 
city aforefaid, as the liberty and fuburbs of the 
fame, as well by land as by water, according 
to allthe force, form, and effect of the fame. 
And to chaftife and punith whom they fhall 
find offending, contrary. to the form and effect 
of the faid ordinances and ftatutes, as accord- 
ing to the form of the ordinances and flatutes 
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decals fhould be done. We will alfo and And t they, 


or any four 


grant to the faid mayor and commonalty, and of them, to 


citizens, and their fucceffors, that the now 


be juftices 
of oyer and 


mayor and his fucceffors aforefaid, and the re- terminer. 


‘ corder of the faid city which for the time fhall 


be: and fuch aldermen as aforefaid, or four of 
the fame, mayor, recorder, and aldermen, of 
whom we will that fuch mayor for the time 
being, and his fucceffors, to be one, be ju- 
iced and have fo affigned them juttices for 
us and our. fucceffors on ever; to enquire, 
hear, and determine, asoften and at fuch times 
as to them fhall feem meet, of all manner of 
felonies, trefpafles, foreftalling and regratings, 
extortions, and other mifdemeanors within the 


faid city, or the liberties or fuburbs thereof, 
24 as 


38a 


ALD. 


1440. 
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*¢ as’ well by land as. by water, by whomfoever}’ 
y y 


“© or after what manner foever, done or commits’ 
“ted, and which from henceforth thal} happert’ 
‘© to be doné: and alfo to hear and. determine, 
“< and execute all and fingular other things whiclt’ 
s¢ fhall pertain to our joftices of peace within out’ 


é 


wo 


“* mayor and citizens, and their fucceffors, may 
*¢ Have and hold all and fingular their ancient’ 
“liberties and cuftoms, wholes free, and found,’ 
“the premifiey in any thing notwithftanding,’ 
** Given to our fheriffs of the city aforefaid for’ 
*¢ the nme being, and to their fucceffors, and toall 
oo whatfoever citizens of the faid city, which’ 
“* now be, and which hereafter for the time fhalf 
“« be, by tenor of thefe prefents;- ftreightly in’ | 


“ commandment, that they be attendant, coun- 
|“ felling, anfwering and aiding, the faid keepers’ 


Or rhe” pe2ee aforefaid, thet now mayor, re-" 
‘* corder, and to their fucceffars, and to fach ak’ 
“« dermen as aforefaid, in all things they doy or” 
‘¢ may pertain to the office of confervator of ‘the. 
“© peace, and of fach jultices within the faid city,” 
«and the liberties thereof, accarding to the form 
<e ‘aforefaid, as often, and at fuch times, as fhall be 
*¢ by them, or any of them, on our ‘behalf, , duly te- 
“« quired. ‘ Saving always to thé mayor and com- 
“* sionalty, and the’ citizens of the’ fame ¢ity, and 
sto their focee Mors the cuftoms, hiberties and fran-' 
‘* chifesy which we will and frilly” command to’ 


e 


be inviolably obferved in all things; ‘ag they’ 


hy and ‘their predecetfors: before ‘the aay of 
“ thefe 


/ 


“realm of England. So always, that the faid’ 


eS oP eS 


i aes 
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““s. chefe prefents obferved the fame... And becaufe A.D. 

* we underftand, that by the moft ancient cuftom sill 

“6 of the {aid city, it is there had, and in theci~ — 

** cuits of ithe juftices of our progeniters, fome- 

“ games ‘kings of -Angiand, it is allowed to the 

*, faidicitizens; that the mayor and aldermen of 

the faid city, for the time being, ought to. re+ 

* cord all their: ancient cuftems by word of 

mouth, as often and at fuch time as any thing 

 fhould be moved in act or queftion before any 

<+ judges or juitices touching their cuftoms afore- 

© {aids as in their claims in the lat circuit of 

+ jaftices: holden at. our tower of London it 4s 

** more fully contained: We, confidering ithe Difputes 

«fame thing, being willing rather to enlarge ciyeu 

ag, oemg willing ratne € SY tity cu 

*< chan diminith the cuftom of the faid city, of ipgs 

tugur, fpecial grace have granted, for us, ‘out termined. 

*¢ heirs and fucceffors, unto the faid mayor and 

<< _commenalty, and citizens, and their fucceflors, 

“¢ that whenfoever any iffue fhali be taken on any 

“‘.plea of, orvupon the cuftom: of the city: of 

s¢ J.oudon, between any ‘parties in pleading, (yea 

* though themfelves be parties) or if any thing 

“ im plea, ad, and queftion, touching the faid 

** cuftoms be moved, er happen before us or out 

<* heirs to be holden, the juftices of the common 

*$ bench, the treafurer and barons of our exche- 

| teoguer, or of our heirs, or before the barens of 

* fuch like exchequer, or any other the juftices 

*¢ of us, or of our heirs, which fhall exact or 

** sequire inquifition, recognizance, certificate or 

** trial, the fame mayor and aldermen of the faid 
| “ city 
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‘city for the ‘time being, and their fuceefforg, 


fhall record, ‘teftify, and declare, whether fuch 
be a cuftom or not, by the’ recorder of ‘the 


‘fame city for the time being, by word of 


mouth; and that there may be fpeedy. procefs 
by that record, certificate, and declaration, fuch 


‘ cuftom fo alledged. fhall be allowed for a cu- 
' ftom, or accounted nor for a” cuftom, without 


any jury therefore to be taken, or further pro- 


~cefs thereupon to be made. » And furthermore 


we have granted to them, the mayor and com: 


monalty, and. citizens, that ‘though: they and 


their fucceffors, or the faid umayor and salder= 


‘men, and their predeceffors:in time paft, of 
their fucceffors hereafter, have’ for fome caufé 
» perchance fully not ufed, or abufed any -of the 
‘ diberties, ‘acquittals, grants,» ordinances, »arti= 
‘t cles, or free-cuftoms, ‘or, other thing contained 
inothefe our writings, or in other our writings, 
or.of our progenitors, fometimes kings of Eng: 
land, to the fame mayor and: commonalty grant’ 


ed: notwithftanding we will not,that the famé 


/Mayorand commonalty, aldermen and citizens, 


or their fucceffors, fhalb therefore incure the 
forfeitures’ of any of the) premifes : but they 


and their fucceffors ‘may from: henceforth fully 


enjoy and ufe ail and fingular the liberties, 
grants, acquittals, ordinances, articles,’ free- 


cuftoms, and other things whatfoever, fo not 


ufed or abufed, in’ the charters aforefaid con- 


tained, and-every of them, without impeach- 


ment or let of us, or our heirs, juftices,. ef 
** cheators, 
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cheators, fheriffs, or other our bailiffs and ea 
14 


minifters, or of ‘any other whatfoever ally, fta- 


“tutes or ordinances made, or judgments given; 
-orany other charters, or any the charters of our 


predeceflors whatfoever, in times paft granted 


383 


e 


tothe contrary notwithftanding. And we, be- air inha- 


‘ing willing further to do ‘the faid mayor and 


bitants lia- 


ble to be 


commonalty apreater pleafure; ‘and alfo for taxed. 


the bettering and common profit of our faid 
city, will and grant to the faid'mayor and com- 


smonalty, and their fucceffors,' that from hence- 
forth all and fingular merchants, as well deni- 


zens as aliens, abidine within the faid city, 


and the liberties and’ fuburbs of the fame, and: 


exercifing merchandizine or occupations there, 


_by any means, by themfelves or others, though 


theybe not of the liberty of the fame city, 
fhall’ be partakers, fhall be taxed, and contri- 
bute according to theif faculties in fubfidies, 


tallages, grants, and other contributions what- 


fosber, by any méans to be affeffed, for the 


need of us, or of our heirs, or of the faid city, 


for the maintenance of the ftate and profit of 


the fame with the citizens of the faid city: yet Exceptions 


notwithftanding, that this our prefent grant be 


‘snot in apihiaitn or derogation of any grants by 


us, or any of our progenitors, made or granted 


to thofe merchants of Al/maine, which have an 


houfe in the city of London, which is commonly 
called the Guildball of the Almains, or their fuc- 
ceflors. And further, becaufe it is well known 
and panichs that thofe of the faid city which 


are 


ee 
_ Exemption * 


of alder- 
men from. 
juries, é&c. 
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* are Called.elected, and taken to. the degree of | 
aldermen, proper for the conditions and.merits — 
requiring the fame, have fuftained and fupport- 
ed great charges, coft, and pains, for the time 


they make their abode and refidence in the fame 


city, being vigilant for the common good, rule, 
- and government of the fame, and for that caufe 
- oftentimes do. leave their pofieffions, and places 


in the countries there; that therefore they, and 
every of them, may, i ls all fear of «un- 


» quietnefs or moleftation, peaceably abide sand 


tarry in fuch their houfes, places and. pofleffions, . 


when, they fhall return thither for comfort-and 


recreation’s fake. We have, of our ‘fpecial 
grace, granted to the faid mayor and common- 
alty, and to their fucceffors aforefaid, ‘that all 
and every of thofe which be sddecraan of ithe 


' faid city, and their fucceflors which for the time : 


fhall be aldermen there, for the. term of, their 


lives, thall have this liberty ;. that. is to, fay, 
: That as Jong as they fhall continue. aldermen 


there, and fhall bear the. charge .of aldermen 


_ proper; and alio thofe which before. had, been. 


aldermen, and have alfo with their great cofts 
and expences born the offices. of mayoralty, 
fhall not be putin any aflizes, juries, orattaints; - 
recognizances, or inquifitions, out of -the faid 
city; and that they nor any of them. fhall be 
trycr and tryers of the fame, although they — 
touch us, or our heirs, or Aiupcadlonta i or other 

whomles ety . ¥ | 2009.2" 


: 


“ And 
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And’ that’ without that city'neither they not A. Re 
“any of them be made colleétors* or collector, a 


“afleffor; taxér, overieer, or ‘comipttoller ‘of the 
**'tenths, fifteenths, taxes, tallages, fubfidies, or 


“other charges, or itnpofitions whatfoever, to us, 


“our heirs, or fucceffors,’ hereafter to be granted 
““or given: and if they, or any of them, be 


“elected to any of the offices’ or charges afore- 


“* faid, and that the faid mayor or aldermen do. 
“deny, refufe, or not’ do the offices or charges. - 


6 


tal 


‘© aforefaid, then they, or any of them, fhall not 
“by any means incur any contempt, lofs, pain, 
“fine, imprifonment, or’ forfeiture, by occafion 
“of their fo refufing or not doing; nor hall for 


a : 


no 


“further, as we underftand, Lord Edward: fome- 
“times king of England, the third, after the con- 
“<’ queft, our progenitor, with the affent of the pre- 
<*Jates, earls, barons, and commonalty of the realm 
of England, affembled in parliament, holden at 
“' Weiminfter, in the fitlt year of his reign, at the 


«petition of the then citizens of the faid city, 


“by his letters patents granted, for him and his 
“heirs, to the fame citizens, the town of South- 
“ wark, with the appurtenances, to have and to 


‘shold to them and their fucceffors, citizens of the . 


“fame city, of the fame our progenitors, and 
“their heirs for ever; paying unto him by the 
» year, at the exchequer of him and his heirs, at 


* the terms accuftomed, the farm therefore due: 


“and accuftomed, as in the faid letters patents 
“ more fully is;contained. And now’ the'mayor 


Vo L. I, C Cc ag and 


9 


that’ caufe forfeit any iffues by any means: and Southwark 
iy with the 
waifs, &c. 
granted, 
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se ae. commonalty_ of the faid:, iitys,. and their 
6 predeceffors, . haye. and hold. certain liberties ands» 3 
“é ‘franchifes.in At n,the town aforefaid, by virtueof thofes» _ 
cc “letters patents. ;.and do. ufe the, . fame, as; theirs 
$f ‘predeceffors. have had and held, them, and have» 
tf uled | and enjoyed. them ; _and, they now. fear.thats: | 
ee divers doubts, opinions,, varieties, ambiati 4 
2) ‘Controverfi es and diffentions, may light,.. ands — 
be likely, to fpring, grow,, be imagined, holden, 
“5 “and had i in ‘time to. come, in and about the ufe.. 
s and. exercife of fach liberties and franchiles,»: 
eo “for want. ‘of. more clear and full iron and.» 
«“ Cxprefling, of the fame; “for, th th at, divers diverfly 
“ “interpret, judge, and ited - Wetk the erefore,:: 
‘to the end to take away “from, henceforth, and, | 


ne “utterly to ‘abolith all and. all | manner ¢ of, et 


SA OH 


een B | 


‘tives occafions, and matters, _whereupon. ‘fach_ op 
; oe nions, ambiggfities, varieties, “controverfiesy ws 9 


rs “diffentions may ipring, be holden, and.mo moved,, | 
cc ‘in ‘this behalf, have, vik our : Apecial graces and. 
cc! from ‘our’ ‘meer. motion, granted to, th he. : fa d..- 
e: mayor and ‘commonalty of the faid ea he ‘ 

<< now be, and their fucceffors, ‘mayor. and 1 com omit 

on ‘monalty and citizens of that city, which for.t ie 
“ “time being fhall ‘Be for ¢ ever, ‘the town « of Sou tbe e 
“ “quark, with the: appuitenances, with. all « ‘ at- ,, 


we ‘eels, called waif " and eftray » 5, _ and ‘alfot treafure. 
tub re 1@ UF NTS: 


a ‘hal. dropt by a thief being clotely. purfed for over-"* 
loaded. 3 

» Cattle loft, ‘both het being pots in any Tordihi ce 
not’ owned by aly man, “which being’ eried!! according tae 
in three markets iadjoining, if ‘it be not claimed by the owner” 
in a.year and, aday, is is then the; lord’s of the foil. where“ 


ee 


Fi 
i 


of 


~ a - I 
-Schandy-work;, goods; and) chattels;cof ,traytors,* 
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*¢ found in thé:town aforefaidy and, all.arianner,of» AD 
“* felons defamied} iand::denying:'the ‘Jaw -of-our 
‘¢:Jand} wherefoever or before. whomfoever juftice* 
*¢ fhalle:‘be done: upom them :iand/alfo: goods; dif 


“Siclaimed,: foundyor being: within the townrafores? jo) cox 


“‘nfaidycand alfovall)manner of: efcheatssandsfor-* = 
“¢ -feitures » which: imay there’ pertain sunto! lus; cas* 
‘“rfully and whollyzas‘we fhould have them if the’ 
“‘y fametown were in our hands.» And thatit fhalt’ 
‘be lawful to thefame mayor and commonalty;’ 
““and? to their fucceffors, by! their deputy sand? 
‘“cminifters of the fame town, to put themfelves: 
*©in ‘poffeffion of ‘and in allethéchandyworks ‘and? 
<¢*chattels of all‘manner of traytors:felons;:fugi* 
“tives; outlaws, .condemnedy sconvicted, ,andsof’ . 5)...» 
“¢felons defamed; and denying ithe laws.ofoure 9° 0" 
‘ssland; and alfovdf»and in ‘allgoods difclaimedyy 2 > tab 


"found, and® being within ‘the faid town; and 


“¢valfo ‘of and in.all ‘the efcheats and forfeitures: to 
<©us/and to our’heirsvthere pertaining: And that? 

“s the fame’ mayor and commonaltyy:and ‘citizens; 
<“‘randotheir fucéeffors, by sthemfelves, » or Utheir 
<eideputy, or thififterss ° may ‘have;-sin» the > ‘town 
<“iaforefaid, © aflay’*o:and! affizeoofi btead, wine,’ Affize of 
“©!béér} and ale} ‘and*all otherivictuals and things’ i" Ries, 
‘tl owhatfoeverfaleablevin the vfaid town, and;alfo <<. 
“soall and whatfoever doth and: may, appertain: Seiad 
‘ithe! office of clerk! of the market; :of our houfe, 


’ inal of our heirs, together: With fithe: correétion 


“S,and:punifhment of all perfons there alli wine, 


¢"Tryal, proof. bstsimmes sredt soho 


ere . Fa e 
“fta2 Cc 2 a bread, 
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© bread, beers: dley: and other viduals; and of all 
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‘other inhabiting: and exercifing any arts what-"* 


foever, and with all mannerof forfeitures, fines, * 
and amerciaments,. to be forfeited ; and alllother ’ 


which there do;. and in any time: to come! may, ’ 
pertain to us, our heirs, or fucceffors :. andi that’ 


they fhall have, in the faid town, the execution” 


© of alk manner: of writs, commandments, pre- 
‘cepts, extracts, and warrants, with the return’ 


of the fame, by fuch their minifter or deputy” 


‘whom they fhall:chereunto ufe; fo always that 
+ the clerk of the market of our houfe, or of the’ 


houfe of our heirs, or the fheriff or efcheator’ 


‘of the county of Surry, which now is, or here-* 


after fhall be; do not by any means intermeddle;» 
enter, or docany> execution. We have. alfo- 
granted. to the faid mayor, and-commonalty;: 


‘ and citizens, and their fucceffors for ever, that® 
they hall and may have, yearly, one fait incthe* 
“© town aforefaid for three days, that-is to fay;° 
‘the yth, 8th, and gth days.of September, to be 


holden, together with a court of pye- powder *;: 


and with all the liberties to fuch fairs appertain- 
‘ing: and that they .may-have and. hold, there» 


at their faid courts, before their faid minifters> 


‘or deputy, the faid: three’ days, from day ito» 


day, hour to hour, and from time: to time; all’ 
occafions, plaints, and pleas of a:court,of pye- 
powder, together with all fummons, attach+ 
ments, arrefts, iffues, fines, redemptions and» 


4 Held in fairs for enrolling contracts, and redreffing dif- 
orders there committed. | lee Tie 


© com- 
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commodities, and other rights whatfoever, to 4. pea 
the fame court of; pye-powder any way pertain- bape. 


ing, without. any impediment, Jet, or hindrance 
of ‘us, our heirs .or fucceffors, or other our 
officers and minifters whatfoever. And alfo that . 
‘ they may there have a view of frankpledge °, Praise 


ranke- 
and whatfoever thereto pertaineth, together pledge. 


‘with all fummdns, attachments, arrefts, iffues, 
amerciaments, fines, redemptions, profits, com- 
modities, and other things whatfoever, which 
there may or ought therefore. to pertain to us, 


‘our heirs and fucceflors. And furthermore the To carry 
-aforefaid mayor and commonalty, and citizens, 


thieves 
from 


and their fucceffors, may by themfelves, or by ‘ig 
their minifter ‘or deputy in. the faid town -ap- 
pointed, take and arreft all manner of felons, 
thieves, and other malefactors, found within 


the faid town, and may lead them to our gaol 


of Newgate, fafely to be kept until they thall 
be by procefs of law delivered. And further, 
the faid mayor and commonalty, and citizens 
and their fucceffors, may for ever have, in the 
town aforefaid, all manner of liberties, privi- 
leges, franchifes, acquittals, cuftoms, and rights, 
which we fhould or might there have if the faid 
town were and remained in our hands, without 


any thing to be by any means given or paid to 


us, Or our heirs, befide only rol. for the 


, Or furety for freemen. of fourteen years.and upwards, ex. 
cept clerks and knights; for all fuch freemen were to find fe- 
curity towards the. king and his fubjeéts, or elfe were to be 
fent to prifon. 


Ce 3 “* ancient 


&go 


“A.D. 
“TAGS. 


Archer? 
bithop’s*! 
nightiex-j 


cepted. 


Remarks 


thereon. 
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st gieient forme therefore’ duey and! withoutsii- 


-sipeachment)) slet,»moleftation; or difturbanee, 
5:1 ‘Of "Us, our’heirs'or fucceflors;  juftices;” efcheat~ 
uesoorey thériffsy” Officers, cor ‘minifters, of ours, 


sslorlof our heirs or! facceffors*whatfoevery: the | 
Syjehts, libertiesj’and franchifes; of right belong- | 


“sling?to .the® moft) reverend father: and lord ‘ih 
(£01 Chrift ‘Thomas -archbifhop of Canterbury, wand 
«svof other perfons there always faved; although 
‘éiexprefs mention ‘be not here made of the trie 
#! yearly ‘value’ of the premifes; or of any: other 


vp s#igiftsvor grants ‘to the mayor and aldermel, 
“S eergheriffs’ nana citizens; or their fucceffors, ofaly 
‘4 of them, ‘made; according’to the form ‘of the 
-4se ftatute ‘thereof had, made and provided; or'any 


suche: f{tatute;: ordinance, ‘aét, thing, caufe, or 
*s\anatter whatfoever notwithftanding. , Thefe: be- 
isn: witnefss<thearéverendifather: Thomas arch-— 
ite<bithop of Canterbury, ° Walliam sarchbihop of 
soYurk} George of Exon, Chancellor sand Wiliam | 
4 bifhop of £4; and our dear brother ‘George of 


wre Glarence,' and.Richard of. Glaucefter, dukes 3sand 


Sotherss Given by our hand at We ofiminfiersy the 
Hsigth Hay ainblinenptes inythe: fecond, year ofjour 
Kicreipnif evad ovaries sigint wo tuodt we dedue & 

suodhis charter pg de all. the ancient.rights,and 
privileges of London s,and grants) i further;, that, the 


aHAYONS recrders. and) aldermen paftythe chair, — 


fhall be ‘perpetual | juftices, of the peace, and juttices 
THdi o.semigset 


‘Of; ayer, “and derminer.; r for. frying. malefa actor 8, within 
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their own Andtrave’s That ita, ‘mayor ane alder- 7 D. 
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_men may, by the. mouth of their recorder, declareRa" so 

whether a point, in controverfy ‘be a cuftom of? | 

‘La ndor, or not: “that the mayor and aldermen 

“fhall be exempt from ferving in all foreign affizes, 

juries, or attaints, and from offices oF affeffor, 

-colleGtor of taxes, overfeer or comptroller of all 

‘public duties without the jurifdi@ion of the city. 

‘This charter alfo confirms the grant of the borough 

_of Southwark, with the right of waifs, ftrays,, and 

“treafure-trove, i. e. of goods loft, beafts ftrayed, 

and | hidden money atid ; and intitles them to the 

goods | and chattels of felons, traitors, &e. and .to 

i an annual fair in .the, faid borough, at: the 

“fee- farm, rent of 101. per annum. ih | 

His. next fayour, was another charter, that 

“ granted the citizens tronage, weighing and mea- 

uring, in this form : > 

© Edward, by the grace of Gods king of Mig. King Ed- 

“ land and France, ol Lord of Ireland, to all to ash yers 

‘ < whom thefe orefent, letters fhall.come, ‘greeting. charter, 

‘ Know ye, That. for certain and-notable caufes seat 2 
Sil {pecially moving, of our fpecial grace, and sen 
certain. knowledge,, we, have, granted _ to, the 
‘* mayor and commonalty, and citizens ofjour 
6s faid city of, London, that) the; tonnage. *,. and 
fi weighing and meafuring, laying, up, placing, 
and; houfing of. Ae rote wools,. by whom- 
foever, from whatfoever pans brought, or to be 


i YS sshwors 0: GaG WO 
g This) ‘is hip Bobun: stnitetbd cronitid ‘and feemingly right, 


‘a8 it is.a‘duty paid atthe city beams ede wool, Lab i 


wax, pepper, allom, &e. oN 
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brought to the city aforefaid; or which have » 


aforetime been accuftomed to be brought to the q 
Gals of We eftminfter, thall from hence be, and 


‘ be made in the place called Leaden-ball, within 


‘our city aforefaid, and in no other place within 
‘three. miles of the faid city; to have the laying | 


up, placing, and houfing aforefaid, together 
with all fees, profits, and emoluments: to the 
fame laying up, placing, and houfing, .« or any 
of them, due, ufed, or accuftomed, to the fore- 
faid mayor and commonalty, and citizens of the 
faid city, and their fucceffors for ever, without 
any account to be made, or any other thing there- 
fore to us to be paid; although. exprefs 1 mention 
be not in thefe prefents made of the clear yearly 
value or certainty of the premifes, or of any 
other gifts or grants, by us or our progenitors, 
to the faid mayor and commonalty, and citizens 
and their fucceffors, by any means made, “or 
any other ftatute, act, ordinance, or any other 
thing whatfoever, made to the contrary ‘not- 
withftanding, © ‘In’ witnefs whereof we have 
caufed thefe our letters tobe made patents, 
Witnefs ourfelf ar We Riminfter, the of be day 
of Auguf, in the third year of our reign 

'Tn confequenceé of this royal grant, certain’ per- 


fons. were appointed, with the mayor, to ‘regulate 


‘the prices to be paid for warehoufe-room cand 
tronage, at Leadenball, for weighing wool. ‘ginal 


4 


} A market or ‘place where ftorehoufes are kept to fay up 
_eommodities for the better vending them. by wholefale. 
A Sir Matthew Phillip, mayor; Sane Baffiit, Thomas _ 


) em Sheriffs, 1463. 


7. grand 
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A grand entertainment being provided at Ely- A. D. 
Doles by certain counfellors called to be. fer- ak 
5 at law, to which were invited the mayor, cedence 

of a lord- 
‘aldermen, fheriffs, and other principal citizensy mayor. 
as well. as the lord high-treafurer and other great 
officers of ftate, a conutonerty arofe about pre- 
cedency. between the lord high-treafurer, baron 
Ruthen, and the lord-mayor. The baron affumed 
the moft honourable feat: the lord-mayor infifted 
upon the pre-eminence over all perfons, as being 
_ the king’s reprefentative within the city and liber- 
ties thereof. Ruthen, however, refolving to keep 
his place, the mayor retired with his. fellow- 
-magiftrates and citizens into the city, and enter- 
tained his followers in a very elegant manner. 
In this year, 1463, Stephen Fofter, filhmonger, Forter'sbe- 
~ and dame Agnes his wife, added feveral large rooms nagryen els 
to. the prifon in Ludgate: in one of which there 
was, before the faid gate was lately pulled down, 
_a copper-plate fixt, with the following rhimes en- 
yp Reaves thereon ; 


Devout fouls, that pafs this way, 

For Stephen Fofter, late mayor, heartily pray; 

And dame Agnes his fpoufe, to God confecrate ; 

‘That of pity this houfe made of London in 

~~ Ludgate: 

So that for lodging aaa water prifoners here 
nought pay 3°. 

As their Ssciensers fhall all aitfwer at dteadful 
» doomfday. 

A.D. 1464 one Caxton of London wasemployed, A. D. 


‘with others, by King Hesry VI. to proceed to 1464. 
sonia 


‘464 SH 8 Poxy* id Ps BY of 


“A-D. ‘Harlin’ in ‘Lower Germany, in ‘queft of ‘thelar t r | 
Bibs “printing, yroat up’ thére by Fobn ‘Galthenberg in a 4 
ea) torcity. ‘Who perfdaded Frederi¢ Cor/élli, “one of tl 
ne <eOtiipofitors, *t O“atry Off afer ‘or font ‘of Tette 
‘and) tovembatk with’ him in’ thélhight for Liiden. 
~“Thuswas prititing fit brought std! Eagan 4 
Fortificae HUA, DIOLYOR™hisamajetty king E@ward IV: en- 
tions of thé-raséee ¢he fortifications of the tower OF London, — 
os hadllbnictomde With 2°Brick wall, "CHO eterodelinvene 
1465. Side "by the e ‘ntitd wall in the'year't 317, taken'ouit 
“Of Fower-bill, welt from the a 4 Tor, ow 
(Called ‘the! bulwark’ ayowor wi sinuh a 
A.Reg, soo CAbout ‘this’ time the’ king?s" ro tla ‘eredted | a 
Gallows n-feafold ‘and: gallows for the: execution of off nd 
hill, on Tower bill. *SBur upon coniplaint made’ b 
ole hot Citizens, his’ majety eng tn following’ 
es eGhatiation®: rvel bebos oly e aid angh sich bas 


sna oie Forafmuich ; as on the’ peh'day of ¢ oe 
ia 


fion con- 


henge -€emonth ‘of November gallows! ‘wer evere 

eye nae ‘2 fet'up ‘befidés ‘our tower of London, within the | 

pill. <¢ liberties and franchifes of our city ‘of London, 
‘¢ in derogation and: prejudice’of, the liberties ‘a 
‘* franchifes of -this city; the kingvour‘fovereign 
Ssordwilleth) othat vit {be ccertainlyunderftood, 
o& that» theserection sand: fetting, up of signed 
a callows was not done by his commandm 
dfs Wherefore the vkibgs our. Souivainatdedo ill 
‘eth, that the erection or fettingupiof: athe faid 
fAigallows: bendtiany precedent opexamiple thereby 
‘hereafter to be taken in hurt, preyudiaesor de- 
“* rogation of the franchifes, liberties, and privi- 


Cob doyedusieertie fareity? WhieHE Beall tin és hath 


4261 93 bs99 ory or VY ¢ Ps gat yd Piste, had, 
easlnl, 
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.*§ had, and hath im his benevoletice, tender favour, ‘A. D. 
2h‘ and, good grace, | &c.. At W4 a Nov. D> “1495. 
“6 in the goth year of;our reign.? ty (SO 
» \ This, put a final ftop to the ntkoaiiieigh made 
-byrthe king’s officers; and fuggefted to thé city 
-torkeep.a large {caffold and gallows;of timber pre- — 
pared: at their ownvexpence,, which'has been done 
sever fince, forthe exdcution of fuch as’are ordered 
:toibeshanged or beheadedion Poqwer-bill v0 viv 
yowAnother proclamation was iffaed" foon!aftet!!'to Proclama. 
efupprefs: the ridiculous-fafhiom in’ Londen of *wear- ine: 
‘ing thoes with toes “of a monftrous length, “under Pns-teed 
othe penalty of 20'sefor each offence; ithe excomi- 
“munication of thofe’ whofe toes:of ssi or boots 
fhould exceed two inches in’ length, ABZ 
we The alderman) John Derbyan was fined, by the Addermda 
court of aldermen, the fum of gol.andpaidit, Piet faery. 
for refufing: to: remove, or! pay «for removing, !a . - 
dead dog from before’ his door;»and iniulting the 
“mayor in the execution of his office.) 1 99 
¢ The duke of Burgundy. fent his naturalfony:ithe combat in 
bec of; Rochs.to: demand: princefs! Margaret,othe Smithfield 
king’s fifter, in marriage. “Whos: being» greatly the earl of 
Yeelébrated for his deeds of chivalry,’ challenged lord Seales. 
Jord Scales, the queen’s brother,\toijuft-with:him, 9" 
~Therchallenge was accepted; and »the:two cham- 
‘pions entered the lifts: in Smithjield before the king 
‘and principal nobility of bothdexes.: «Phe combat 
was begun with eye and lafted the firftaday, 
£2035 a vpert lat Wook HS sanithiWsie 
t They were ae Fach a ength, fay the hiftorians of tl ofe ous 
+ that they | were obliged to tie them up to the knees with 
filver chains gilt, or, at Tealt, with filk laces’ 
if without 


ii 


» without any confiderable advantage on either fide ; 
till the Burgundian happened tobe flung by his 


horfe, enraged with a wound in its noftrils, made 
by a long fpike fixed in the pomel of lord Scales’s 
faddle. The combatants, next day, fought ‘with 


_pole-axes : : and lord Scales having foon penetrated 
Roch’s helmet, the king threw down. his warder, 
as a token for the marfhal to part them. ‘Roch 


was not content; and infifted to renew the:com 


‘but, after mature confultation, it was hs 
That if he perfifted in renewing the combat, ‘he 


mutt, according to the law of arms, be delivered 


to his adverfary in the fame condition he was in. 


-at_ his horfe’s misfortune. wp syne she Bir- 


omc waved his pretenfion. - ov: 
The year 1468: records an dual of. kinda 


jury convicted of perjury, and of taking bribes 
‘from the parties to be tried before them. Thefe 
corrupt jurors were tried by the mayor, and fen- 


— tenced to ride from Newgate to Cornhill with paper 


“mitres on their heads; and from thence, after be- 


ing expofed the ufual time, to return in the fame 


manner to Newgate. velit 9 


Prefent to ~ 


June, from the Wardrobe in London, on het, jout-— 


-ney to Burgundy. Qn which occafion: the mayor. 
and aldermen, in the name of the citizens, pre- 


princefs 
Margaret. 


SirWilliam, 


Taylour’s ~ 
gift. 


The princels Margaret fet out, on’ ala 18th’ of 


fented. her. piyinn ‘two rich “— sea —_ 
pigdld 2ca-hofinl oa y puecd. etl 
‘Sir Willian Maye: thayor: pee Pai tene- 
ments, whofe rents he appropriated towards aie 
“charging Cordwainer’ 8 ward. from, all 1 pts een 
| | el: 


{ 
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Sir Thomas Cook, the late lord-mayor, who had 


397. 


ADA 


deen fkreened, by the favour of princefs Margarets «. rroinas 
rom: the vile information of one Hawkins ', fer- Cook'spex — 


rant) to Jord Wenlock,: who impeached Sir Thomas 


fecution.”’ 


and ‘othersiof high-treafon, was now arrefted, after ° 


her departure, committed to the tower, his goods 


were\feized, and his wife: committed’ to the care - 
of: the prefent mayor., And’ though Sir Thomas, © 
pon his: trial at Guildball, was acquitted of the © 
treafon,:;» he ‘was not able to obtain his liberty” 
without paying a finé of 8000]. ‘to the king, 800 Heavy fine. 


marks tothe queen, and putting. up with the-lofs 
of much goods:and treafure, by the fervants and: 
officers: put into poffeffion of his eftates. 


At this time there was a palace, ‘called thé TheMews. 


Mews; near Charing-Cro/s, on ornear'to the prefent 
fituation’ of the'king’s ftables, which’ ftill retains 


the: fame ‘name! of: Mews. It was’ from this pa- 
lace ™ that® the’ Lincolnfhire rebels, under Rodin 


Ryddyfdale, took the lord Rivers and his fon Sir 


4 The account given:by Sir Richard Baker, fol..206. is this: 
Hawkins came to Sir Thomas, requefting the loan of 1000 marks, | 


upon good fecurity, for the.ufe of Queen Margaret. Cook ree 
fufed to lend a pénny. This matter refted between two and 
thtee years: when Hawhins being himfelf fent to the tower 
of London, and put to the torture of the Brake, commonly called 


the duke of Exeter's Daughter, confefled, amongft other things, . 


that he had made fuch a motion to Sir Thomas Cook. ‘Upon 
which Sir Thomas Cook was apprehended and fent to the Tower. 


His palace or manfion in London was feized by lord Rivers: 
and his country-feat, named Gyddiball in Efex, plundered and 


almoft demolifhed. 


_™ Some authors relate this fcene at a place called Grafton. — 
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yee S Fobn} carried them away, sand ibeheadedwthem iat . 
KeEdwatt , Northamptoniss: And‘ King: Edward himfelfwasd 
— priofoony after furpiized: by the earl: of Warwick, and: 
om *Thuteup in| Middieham caftley under the care of thev 
archbifhop ‘of: York; who did»not:keep\foxgood !as 
Efcapes. watch, but they king: found:;means: tovefcapetor! 
Yorks from+ whencevhe proceedéd»'to Lancafter 3 
and, being joined by his friends and axfewctrodps, 
he, marched: forLondon, whofe citizens? rectived 
him with joy andiin triumph. Edward afterwards) 
Vistoriouss"Bained that ‘victory! at« Stamford which: obliged’ 
Weardwick: and: Clarence::to ‘fly: into Francev Had: 
Edward iraproved ythisy fortundte seventy by: pre-0 
paring agaipit:the -worft that ‘might: happen, ‘Heo 
,would:haye, prevented,thatrevohition:in his affairs 
6 Benin on, by, the,,power with, which» Warwick! 
Fiber te and: Clarence, foon: after ,teturnéds.'dndobligedhim 
' and. many..of; his vfakt friends, to» flee to Holland,\; 
Queen Elizabeth. his con rts: eft, the.tewer of | 
‘The queen London, and)retired privately in the night by watery) 


eee ae ay took fanctuary at Wefminfter, Which being 
known, the euftcdy of the towerwis givem t6 Sir 
| Richard Lees mayor or of London3"A nd the aldermen. 
King Hen- They immediate ly entered” ‘the ‘fame; “and ‘Gn the’ 


hctoon 12th_of. Odfober removed. king. Henry from, the;, 
place ih his.onfinement to. the royal apartments. 
inthe: towerjevoua .bsfistecs pardons wnndosadab os 


Sir Geof- “Suich -a* seven bd could hot ‘Be brotight' aBo Out 

ere i without: forme: “diftradions. Sir : Geoffrey. Gates, * | 
this “occafion, at the head of afet.of . rioters. ¢ 

leéted from houfes of bad repute, began. waiehiehs : 

plunder of the Femi or-other foreign merchants, 

whet" io who | 


, 
‘ 


q 
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But, nov ftrong, enough, ita Overnpowsr, the, wholez 
citys they. marchéd) for Kent ; j,arids;being joined: 
there, by a; great\sbody, of. sthiewes\ and, liohtichess 
they, returned witha: refolution to {ranfack Londons} 


The. citizens, ,however, were, ftrong,enoygh: to we- Olittages. 


pulle,that army: of ,banditti;,;who! pillaged South-\ 

wark; and,:croffing the Thames; (they carried. fire. 
and {word into Sz.) Catharine's, Ratdif, and Limes, 
houfe,..at thattime refpectabl e villages on the.¢aft, 
of the,tower;, and upon) the, thore, of -the Thames 3: 
where they,.. NQt-confent with,.the plunder, -bufnts 
the; shoufes,,. ravithed,, sthe,, WOMEN: ‘and. murdered» 


every one that. dared, to, refiit ; “till they. were OVEFr 
powered, by an.army, under.the command of,thed 


duke of, Clarence. and ,the earl, of,, Warwick; wh@,Punith- 


ment. 


hat naan of thesringleadersesnabis.. ads. absea 


bud 


King, Henry V1, being reftored,., t -pailianent Barlianaken r 


399s 
who inhabited Mark-dane, then, called Blanch Appletens:| { a De, | 


tf 


at St.Paul’seis 


fat at StaPaul's,,.by .prorogation, ha We efiminflers:: a. Dd. 
A, D. 1471.,in, which, Sir Thomas, Cook..was ,alfoy, 1471+. 


reftored, to, his, eftates,. and admitted to his feat,in,sivThe fd 


the houfe of commons, of which he’ ‘was'a member’ " 
at the time of his imprifonment. Sir Thomas was); 


ae eee 


alfo appointed .\ Locum Tenens, for, fobn Stockton, 


Eq; Jord-mayor, atthe. time.of..this revolution,»: 


and who prudently feigned himfelf fick, that he 
might, . as ‘muchy:asspoflible, ‘keep himfelf clear 
from: Joining ‘in’ thé’ ‘violent’ proceedinos of the” 
court-party 5 fearing that the time might come - 
when the fcepter { fhould be again. wrefted out of the. i 
hand..of the. reigning» prince, and-he fhould bess 


_ obliged to anfwer to the conqueror’*for every ‘agt’ 


ored. 


or 
- 
# 
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A.D. hé might be concerned in’ againft the intereft of’ 
rath 4 King Eddards who very foon returned with ‘2000 
lands with auxiliaries, furnifhed: by the duke of Burgundy, 
nosome* and landed at Ravenfpur in York/bire; and, being’ 
Joined by foon after joined: by the duke‘of Clarence’s party, | 
patria tay who had quarrelled with the earl’ of Warwick, 

Edward’ proceeded for the capital, and from S¢\: 
Alban’s wrote to'his friends in London to ufe their’ 
utmoft. endeavours’ to: prevail with the citizens to 
receive him. King Henry’s or Warwick’s party 
beftirred themfelves greatly in'oppofition to’this 
meflage.. They even’ caufed King’ Henry to ride" 
on horfeback through the city, to thew himfelf, 
and by his prefence to operate upon their affections : © 
bat ‘all’ in: vain. For, on the fame day, ora 
Shrove-Tuefday, on which that. royal exhibition war 
Received Made, the Londoners opened their gates. and re 


into Lon- cleat es 3 Edward *. ay This was immediately 
don. | 


% won denies 


The tower whith; andthe yada ating? Hays flee! 
a ie delivered up to Edward by the archbifhop of 27 ork, 
rendered. [Warwick's : oe to: purchafet his’ own ‘fees i 


dom, ; i sas 


K.Edward «Sit Dhomas: Ciok fled: but ¥ was: tke in i eal 


the tower. 


cop es tal I France, and: delivered: up to” "dtoiray whi fe. 


Outs 


a Philip Cimiri, ¢ an: oreee of great repute, writes, That 
the reafons inducing. the Londoners to receive King Edward fo 


readily were, 1ft, That his majelty was deeply indebted to the | 


city, and that they muft have loft their money, had they not — 
received him. 2dly, That he had gained the affeCtions ‘of 
many of the citizens wives, who became his ne advo- 
cates.to their hufbands, 


fided_ 


ee 
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fided in the royal apartments in the tower of Loy. A: D. 
don till the 13th of April, which was Eaffer-eve,; ‘*7"" 
and kept King. Henry confined in the prifon of that K. Henry 
fortification. And, during his refidence here, sau 
Edward worked greatly upon the affections of the: 
Londoners by’ his lenity and mercy, freely pardon~ Edward's 
ing all thofe who had been his moft f{trenuovs op- ibys 
bolata:: in Londoms Ele alfo took particular care to City put - 
put the city into a more refpectable pofture of de- (4° 2 P9" 
tence; expecting an attack from the earl of War- fence. 
wick, then.on his march with a a powerful army to- 

wards London ?.. 

. The ‘earl. of, Siakevicks advanced » as near to the Battle of 
capital as Barner, where King Edward found him ©""* 
on Lafter-day early in the morning. A moft de- 

fperate and bloady battle enfued at the north end 

of that market-town, But at laft Warwick himfelf £. of Wor- 


wick flain, 
was flain, and victory declared in favour of IBS ye aeicrg 
- Edward, and confirmed him on the throne. confirmed 


n the 


It cannot be exprefled with what j joy the London- throne. 


érs received King Edward, who himfelf brought ie | 


the news of this viclory to their. city » rejoicing that London. 
therewith they had ¢fcaped the misfortunes with 
which they had: been threatened) from Warwick's 
army. But thete were other troubles they little 


, ® Upon notice of in army’s sannsbi Dr. Goddard, War~ 
Fel chaplain, preaching at S¢. Paul's Croft, harangued 
his audience fo effe@tually in praife of the earl of Waravick, 
and in defence of his caufe, that many were inclined to 
favour his defign, and the marquis of Montacute went off im- 
taediately with 6000 men, whom he had raifed about London, 
to the earl’s army, ' : | 


EMor, I. Dd eX- 
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Baftard of 
Falcon- 
bridge’s 
attempt to 
plunder 


‘London. 
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expected or forefaw.. After King Edward had re- 
turned thanks at St. Paul’s for his ate fuccefs, 
and expofed the captive King Heury 1 in along blue 
velvet robe on horfeback through the ftreets of the 
city, he was obliged to march to give battle to 
another army raifed by se Heys Lom the 
fon, €¥c. " Wate aaa 
During this expedition, a deferite pirate, n sane 
Thomas Nevil, or the Baftard of Falconbridge, being 


the natural fon of lord Falconbridge, imagining 
that he might be able to enrich himfelf at once. 


by the plunder of London, under the pretence of 


taking the part of the captive king, landed a con- 
fiderable number of feamen in Kent, and foon 
found himfelf at the head of 17000 freebooters 


and partizans of the houfe of Lancaffer 5. with 
which force he marched for London, and took up 


his quarters in Southwark : the citizens having fhut- 


their gates and fortified the bridge. The Rafard 


pee 3000 of his banditti to crofs the Thames 


Bravery of were foon cut to pieces. The citizens, animated 


the Lon- 
doners, 


_ at St. Catherine's, and to attack Aldgate and Bifbop/- 
“ gate, while he with the main body ‘of his army 


fhould ftorm London-bridge. Thefe feveral attacks : 


were carried on by that band of thieves with the 


utmoft defperation; infomuch that, in ftorming 


‘the bulwark at A/dgate, they drove the citizens - 


back, and entered the city gate pell-mell with 


them: but the portcullis being immediately let 


down, thofe that had been fo hardy as to enter 


with this event, not only rallied under the com- 
‘mand of alderman Robert Baffet, but fallied out, 


and 
5 


Lonpow, WESTMINSTER, Efe, 


and ‘repulfed the enemy with great flaughter. 
And earl Rivers fallying out at the patter on 
Zower-bill at the fame time, with 500’ of the tower- 
garrifon, flanked them alfo, and drove the re- 
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mainder, with great precipitation, to’ M4le-end, Rebels fy. 


| Stratford, Poplar, and Blackwall: in which pur- 
fuit the greateft part of the rebels in this divifion 
were either killed or taken prifoners. In the mean 
time Ralph Foceline, who had paft the chair, and 


took upon him the defence of the bridge, com. 


pelled the enemy to retreat from that quarter; and 
purfued them, with great flaughter, as far as Red- 
riff, or Roderbithe. By which means there was 
an end of the Baftara’s rebellion, and:hopes to fack 
the city of London. And the king, at his returri 
from his late expedition, fignified his affe@tion for 
the citizens of London by Riehtine Fobn Stockton; 
the mayor; Ralph Verney, Fohn Young, William 
Taylour, Richard Lee, Matthew Phillips, George 
_ Ircland, William Stoker, William Hampton, Thomas 
Stallbroke, Fohn Crofsby, Bartholomew Fames, alder- 
men; and Thomas Urfwick, recorder; for their 
loyalty and gallant behaviour in etendine the 
city againft the Baffard. @ 


King Edward, delivered from all apprehenfions x. 


of Hanget by the death of King Héury in the tower; 
marched, on the Monday after’ Afcenfion-day,; in 


purfuit of the main army of the’ rebels, which Berea the 


13 knights 
made, 


Henry’s 
death. 


K. Edward 


Ss 


took the rout for Canterbury: but the Baftard’s amy. 
accomplices deferted him as his majefty advanced. Reels die 


Neverthelefs feveral of them were picked up in 
_ Kent and Effex, tried, condemned, executed, and 
Dd 2 their 


fperfe. 


_ the kings 


' _ * | 
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A.D. their heads were. fixed upon poles on Londons 


471* Bridge, To which, about. three months: aftef, 


she was added the head of the da/tard; their ring 
executed leader who was taken in difguife at Sodthampton. 


Stocks in =A. D. 14725 Sir William Hampton, mayor, one 


re ein dered ftocks to be ereéted in: every: ward, for the 
ia more effectual ‘punifhment. of . -vagabonds 5 the 
city ftocks; at Stock’s-market, not’ being f found 

She fufficient.. And in 1473, in was ordained; 1 Tha 
officers the fheriffs of London and Middlefex, thould each 
crested. rave 16 ferjeants, and each ferjeant his yeoman 
1473. with fix clerks, viz. a fecondary,clerk of the! papers; 


and four others; befides, the under-fheriffs clerks... | 
Bawds and . The city and, its liberties, being at this, time | 


whores 


punifhed. much peftered with common. profticutes vand 
bawds, Sit William Hampton; knight of the bath; 


endeavoured to fupprefs their fhamieful traffic by 


corporal punifhment, and ordered as many ds 
were brought and convicted before him to be led 


and expofed, in the moft PHblig manny through 


the city. : 
A.D. » King Edward feared an alliance: with , duke 
+475: af Burgundy, for: the recovery of his tights in 


France: but could net prevail with the parlia- 


- ment to'raife him the neceffaty  fupplies for fuch 
an expedition, This obliged him to have re- 
courfe to a fchemeto raife money by way of bene- 


A benevo- volence. By which means, his majefty got: as 


lence to 


-gtuch money from the wealchy Londoners and the 
Expeditios Opulent gentlemen in the countries, as enabled 


againft 
France, 


tranfport them fo Ga/ais: though this expedition 
: oe was 


him to raife an army of g1,c00 men, and to 


Ste 


_» ed a parliamentary confirmation of their hal! 


— 


| French king. 
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was rendered abortive by the perfidy of the duke A.D. 
of Burgundy, his ally: which obliged Edward to... ane 
ftri rike up a dithonourable peace with Lewis the nourable 


peace. 


This fame year? the ukaile merchants obtain- steelyard 
confirmed 
9 to the An- 


called at prefent Stillyard, or Steelyard, but then, *atcs, 
Guyhailda Teutonicorum, a great houfe fituate in the 


- parith of All-ballows the Great, in Thames-ftreet, on 
“condition of paying 701. per ann, to the mayor and 


citizens of London, and fome petty rents to others, 
for that and other tenements thereunto belonging. 


. Here were their warehoufes, where they depofited 


their iron, fteel, flax, hemp, pitch, tar,: mafts, 
cables, linen-cloth, wheat, rye, and other grain; 
of which in this age there was much imported. 

But this year is more memorable for the altera- Choice of 
tion made in the eleétion of the mayor and fhe- ™%°r 2™4 
riffs: for it was ordained, by an act of common- the livery. 
council, S$ That for the future, the choice of 
mayor and fheriffs, fhould be in the matters, 
wardens, and liveries, of the city corporations.” 

Which cuftom continues to this day. 

The further intention of the citizens towards 
the welfare and improvement of their city, ap- 
pears very advantageoufly at this epocha, For 
they agreed to purchafe divers valuable privileges, 
as may be feen in the charters granted in the 
14 Edward 1V. for which they paida very great 


price. And Sir Ralph Foceline, the mayor in 


4476, by and with the confent of the bench and - 


P Cot, Abrid. Rec, 
D 3 commons 


oh. 3 | | | “a 
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_‘ A.D. common-council, propofed a fcheme to repair the 
we city walls with bricks made of clay, dug, ent 
pered, and burnt, in Moorfields : and engaged - 

feveral of the opulent companies to divide ‘the 

work amongft them, and todo the repairs attheir — 

City walls own expence. The. /Rinners undertook the repairs 
cpa of that part of the city wall between Aldgate and 
companies. Buyjs or Bevis-marks, towards Bifhepfgate and 
placed their arms upon the fame in three differ 

places. The company of drapers, of which Sir 

Ralph Foceline was a member, repaired all that 

part from Bibopfgate to All- hallows church, on the 

welt fide of Broad-freet, that now is: and from — 

thence. to Moorgate, againft which Bethlebem-bo- 

fpital now ftands, the wall was repaired at the. 
expence of the executors of Sir Fobn Crofby 4, al- 
derman, whofe arms are to be feen in two places 

thereof. Other companies followed this laudable 
example, in repairing the wall from Moorgate to 
Cripplegate, now pulling down to make way for 

the new buildings in Fore-freet; and the gold- ‘ 

fuiibs repaired the wall from Cripplegate to Alder/- 

gate. Here the work ended. However, it does 

not appear that the whole expence of thofe repairs 

fell. upon the particular companies above-men- 

Aaot tioned: for there was an act or common-council, 
comman., by which it was ordained, That every parithioner 


council to 


ie 6d. on fhould pay on every Sunday, at chiirch, 6d. to- 
each pa- 


rithioner. Wards the charge of the faid repairs. The town 


Ditch | ditch was alfo caft and cleanfed in the following 
er enee | . . . . 


2 Who left 100 1, for that particular ufe. | . 


a, # 
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year. In which year died Mr. fheriff Richard A. D. 
_ Raw/on, who by his laft will left large legacies PA ad 
to charitable ufes, 3401. to marry poor maida Rawfon’s 
and money to be applied by his executors in !*8**'** 
building a large houfe for the accommodation of 
the lord-mayor, &c. in the yard of St. Mary Spit- 
tle, without Bibop/gate, during the time of fermon. 
And about the fame time, Thomas Ilam, one of Cheapfide 
the theriffs, built the great conduit in Cheapfide, fui. 
at his own coft, : 

“ Edward, byt the grace of God, king of Eng- King Ea- 
“< Jand and France, and Jord of Ireland, to all to ¥2" 


third char- 
** whom thefe prefent letters fhall come, greeting, ter» pur- 


** Know ye, that whereas the fum of 12,9231. on “ 
“ gs. 8d. is by us, amoneft other things, due *” 
“* to our beloved and faithful fubjeéts the mayor, 
© commonalty, and citizens, of our city of Lon- 
“* don, asin the receipt of our exchequer more 
*¢ plainly appeareth ; of which fum the faid mayor 
‘© and commonalty are willing to remit and re- 
“* leafe unto us, 19231. gs. 8d. to the intent To pur- 
*¢ we fhould vouchfafe to grant them licence, that ‘a aan 
** they and their fucceffors might purchafe lands, ™*"- 
‘¢ rents, ‘and fervices, and other poffeffions what- 
** foever, to the value of 200 marks by the year, 
“¢ over all charges and reprizes, although they 
“* fhould be holden of us or of others by any 
“s manner of fervice, of whatfoever perfon or per- 
fons willing to give, bequeath, or affign the 
** fame to them; to have and to hold to the fame 
** mayor and commonalty, and their fucceffors 
“* ‘aforefaid for ever, in form following: We, in- 

Dd 4 *¢ wardly 


A. D. 
1479. 


Value of | 


200 marks 
per ann. 
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wardly. pondering not only the premifies, Wak | 
alfo the manifold pleafures to us by the mayor | 


and commonalty ‘of the faid ‘city before this 


time acceptably. done, and willing, as we are’ 


bound, ‘before all other things, wholly to pay 


‘ and recompence our debts; have of our fpecial 


grace, and for that the daid mayor and “com- ‘ 


, 
| monalty, for them and. their fucceffors, ‘temit- 


ted and altogether releafed unto us the faid fam 
of 19231. gs. 8d. granted. and given licence, 
and by thefe prefents do grant and give licence, 


for us and our heirs, as much as in-us is, tothe 
+ faid mayor and commonalty, that they and their * 


fucceffors, may purchafe lands, rev nues, rents, 
fervices,-and other poffeffions whatfoever, to 


the value of 200 marks by the year, over all | 


charges and reprizes, of any perfon or perfons 


willing to give, grant, bequeath, or affign the 
‘ fame unto them, “githough they be holden of 


us or others by any manner of fervice, in full 
fatisfaction and contentation of the faid fum of 


19231. 98. 8d. to'them by us due, without 


any fine or fee to be paid to the ufe of us or 


our heirs, to have and to hold to the fame 
“mayor and commonalty, and their fucceffors 
for ever: and we have, by the tenor of thefe 
prefents, given fpecial licence to the fame per- : 


fon and perfons, that he or fhe may give, grant, 
bequeath, or affign, lands, tenements, rents, 
poffeffions, and fervices, to the yearly value 


t aforefaid, over arid above all reprizes and 
‘ charges as aforefaid, unto the faid mayor and 


com- 
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“ commonalty, and to their. fucceffors as afore- 
‘© faid, for ever; without hindrance of us or our 
“ heirs, our juftices, efcheators; fheriffs, coto- 
*© ners, bailiffs, or other the minifters of us or 
* our heirs whatfoever: and this, without any 
“‘ other the king’s letters patents, or any inqui- 
“ fitions of any writ of ad gued damnum, or any 
*¢ other the king’s commandments in this behalf 


“ by any means to be had, profecuted and | 


“ taken; the ftatute concerning lands and te- 
«*« nements not to be put in mortmain, or any 
“< other ftatute, act, or ordinance made to the 
“ contrary notwithftanding. And alfo we will 
* and grant to the faid mayor and commonalty, 
“that they and their fuccefflors may have fo 
«* many and fuch writs ad quod damnum, and other 
“< royal letters patents executory from time to 


«« time upon the licence aforefaid, in full fatis-. 


*¢ faction and contentation of the fum of 19231, 
“gs. 8d. In witnefs whereof we have caufed 
‘* thefe our letters to be made patents. Witnefs 
“ myfelf at Wcfminfler, the 20th day of Ale 
© in the 18th year of our reign '.” 


1479. 


‘© Edward, by the grace of God, king of Eng- K. Edw, 


$* Jand and France, and lord of Ireland, to all to 


1Vth's 
fourth 


*¢ whom thefe prefent letters patents fhall come, ales 


rchafed 


“ greeting. Know ye, that whereas the fum of for 70001. 


12,9231. 9s. 8d, is, amoneft other things, 


*¢ due by us to our hie Nabiac mayor and 


* Sir Richard Gardner, mayor, Robert Harding, and Robert 
Byfield, therxiffs, anno. 1479. 
+ This Sia was confirmed in parliament, 3 Henry VHI. 


com- 


‘AIO 


A. D. 


1679: 


bd 


Grants the ¢¢ 


otkce of 


package. 
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commonalty of our city of London, as in the 
receipt of our exchequer more fully appear- 
eth; of which faid fum the mayor and common= 
alty are willing to remit and releafe unto us the 
fum of 70001. to the intent that we fhould ~ 


_vouchfafe to.grant to the faid mayor and com- 


monalty, and their fucceffors, the offices and 
occupations underwritten, to be had in form 
following: We inwardly pondering not only 
the ie el but alfo the -manifold pleafures 
to us by the mayor and commonalty of the 
faid city before time acceptably done, and wile 
ing, as we are bound, before all other thir 

to pay or recompenfe our debts, have, of « our. 
{pecial grace, and for that the faid mayor and 
commonalty have for them and their fucceffors - 


remitted and releafed unto. us 70001, parcel of 


the faid 12,923]. gs. 8d. granted, and by thefe 
prefents do grant to the faid mayor and com- 
monalty, and their fucceffors, in full fatisfac- 


tion and.contentation of the faid {um of 7000]. | 


to them by us due, the offices or occupations 
of packing all manner of woollen cloaths, 
fheep-fkins, . calf-{kins, goat-fkins, veffels of 
amber, and all other merchandize whatfoever, 
to be packed, tunned, piped, barrelled, or 
any wife to be inclofed, with the overfight of 
opening all manner of cuftomable merchan- 
dizes, arriving at the port of fafety, as well 
by land as by water, within the liberties and 
franchifes of the faid city and fuburbs of the 
fame, as well of the goods of denizens as of 

<* gens. 


a 
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é* aliens, wherefoever they fhall be accuftomed : 
<¢ and alfo the office of packing all woollen cloaths, 
“* fheep-fkins, lamb-fkins, | goat-fkins, and calve- 
*fkins, with picking and poundering of the 
“© fame, and all amber-veffels, and all other 
s¢ merchandizes to be packed, picked and poun- 
© dered in London, or the fuburbs of the fame, 
“‘ or to be carried by land, or to be cuftomed, 
s¢ as well concerning the goods of merchants 


4ut 


A. D. 
1479. 


s¢ denizons as of aliens; and alfo the office of Portage, 


s* portage of all wools, fheep-fkins, tynn bails, 
$¢ and other merchandizes whatfoever, which 


“¢ fhall be carried in London from the river of , 
<< Thames, unto the houfes of ftrangers, and con-— 


“© trariwife from the faid houfes unto the faid 


“¢ water, or of other merchandizes which ought to. 


$¢ be carried, being in any houfe for a time: and 


«* alfo the office or occupation of garbling * of all 
‘¢ manner of fpices, and other merchandizes, 
** coming to the faid city at any time, which ought 
** to be garbled: and the office of gauger' within 
‘* the faid city : and alfo the office of wine-drawers, 

“¢ to provide for the carriage of wines brought to 
*¢ the port of the faid city, and laid on land, 
«s wherefoever it be, and elfewhere to be carried ; 
«© to have the occupations and offices aforefaid, 
© and every of them, and the difpofitions, ordi- 
s* nances, overfights, and corrections of the fame; 
“* together with the fees, profits, and emaluments 


** to the fame offices or occupations, and other 


5 The forting or culling the good from the bad. 
* Mealurer of caiks or veffels containing liquids. 
s* the 


Garbling. 


Gauging. 


Wine- 
drawerse 
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A.D. * the premifés, and every of them due, ufed, thins ‘a 
"479 #8 accuftomed'to the faid mayor and commonalty, 
; ** and citizens of the faid-city, and to their fuc- 
Deputies ** ceffors. for ever 3) andalf the exercifing of the. 
‘ices | ** fame offices by themfelves, or by their fufficient . 
“« deputies, ‘without any account, or any other 
** thing, tous or our heirs therefore to be given oa 
“or made, in full. fatisfa&tion and contentation 
s of the faid fum of 70001. And further, Where- 
*¢ as our moft dear. coufin Anthony, earl Rivers, 
hath of eur: grant, by our letters patents, the 
“ office of our chief ® butler of England, undera 
“ certain form in thefaid letters patents Specified, in 
“ by reafon of which office the earl hath granted, 
Coroner. “ape pretendeth to grant, the office of coroner * 
<¢ within the {aid city and’ fuburbs thereof; we 
“© jikewife, in fatisfaétion and contentation of the 
« faid fum of 70001. to the faid mayor and com- 
es monalty as is aforefaid due, have of our {pecial 
“* grace eranted, that the fame mayor and com- 
« monalty, and their fucceffors, may lawfully and 
 fafely grant the faid office of coroner to any 
** perfon who {hall pleafe the faid mayor and 
vi commonalty, and their fucceffors, and may 
«© make a coroner there whom {hall pleafe them, 
** immediately and.as foon as the faid office of 
* chief butler of Exgland, or the office of coroner 
§ aforefaid’ sea me to. be void, rice come 
a Whole office. was to. require a certain ‘aseat upon fale 
wines imported from any fhip of lefs burthen than 40 ton. 
™ An officer, who, affifted by a jury of 12 men, ihbre, 
into all untimely deaths, 1 in behalf/of the crown. 
: & to 


bo ie + ll —_ =" 
e 


ie 
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€8'to our gift By thé furrender of -thé faid earls ¢ 


‘* or by any other ‘caufe whatfoever. And \we 
‘© will, by thefe prefents, that the farné office of 
“* coroner be from henceforth feverally and di+ 


* ftinGtly; and altogether feparated fromthe coro- _. 


$* ner fo made by the faid mayor and cémmonalty; 


“or their fucceflors} may have! full power and 
authority to exercife and do all ard fingular ~ 
things, which to the office of coroner within — 


** the faid city, and the fuburbs of :the fartie, do 
‘* pertain to. be exercifed and doné, fo that norie 
<¢ ‘othér our coroner; nor of olinheirs or fucceffors; 
** fhall by any means intéermeddle, within the’ faid 
) city, or the fuburbs of” the’ anes. although 
‘S;exprefs mentidn of the true yearly value, or 
<¢ certainty of the premifes, or of any of them, 
** or of any other gifts or grants, by us or our 


‘© progenitors, to the  faid mayor ahd common+ 


“« alty, and citizens, or to: their predeceffors be- 
‘** fore this time, by any means made, .be not in 
** thefe prefents made, or any ftatute, act, ordi- 
“< nance, or provifion thereof made, publifhed, 


-- €or ordained to the contrary, or any other thing 
** to the contrary notwithftanding. In witnefs - 


“ whereof we have caufed thefe our letters to be 
** made patents. Witnefs myfelf at Wetminfer, 
** the 2oth day of ‘iit in the 18th year of our 
$$ reign * | 
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LoThe j at of the citizens, at thefe royal favours, @ great 
was greatly allayed with the fatal effects of a very plague. © 


x This and the foregoing charter both granted the fame day 


- and year, vik. Sune zoth, 1479. 


creat 


rt 
4. 
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A.D. great peftilence, which raged in London from the 
end of September in the year 1479 to the begin- 


1480. 


ning of November 1480, and {wept away an in- 
credible number of people. Palate I 


Extraordi- Some examples may convince us to wf nite | 
of power the city magiftrates ftretched their jurif- is 


nary pro- 
ceedings i in 


thecourt of diction about this time. In the midft of this 


aldermen. 


Fine for dreadful plague, Rodert Byfield, one of the fheriffs, 


ponte Se having ‘with fome warmth refented Sir Bartholo- 


Lone mew Fames’s rebuke for his prefuming to kneel 

myer" clofe by Sir Bartholomew before St, Erkenwald’s 
fhrine, the court of aldermen, upon Sir Bartho- 
mews complaint of being rudely treated by the 
theriff, fined Robert Byfield in the fum of 501]. to 
be applied to the repairs of the city conduits. 
And the fame court, next year, fined Robert Dey- 

rhea an O.. 45 the fum of 201]. to be paid into the chamber ~ 


phan, of London, for prefuming to marry an a in 


the city without their ficence. ©“ Bay 301: 
Loan of A.D. 1481, the Scots having invaded England, 
Seeomarks King Edward applied to the Laniohins to lend 
Bye : heh 5000 marks towards the fupport of his army, 
they readily agreed to lend; and raifed it in due 
proportion upon the parifhes by a commiffioner 

and two affeffors in each, | " 


and his citizens of Lozdon, that, when they had 


A-grand > no more favours to afk of his majefty, he devifed — 


a hunting match for their entertainment in Wal~ 
_tham foreft. The mayor, aldermen, and many of 
the chief citizens, joined in this royal hunt: many 

deer 


that was to march. againft the invaders ; which © 


A.D. — Such was the harmony between Kite ‘Pdebord 


‘ A 
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deer were killed in the chace, and the day con- A.D. 
cluded with a moft elegant feaft, provided for them ssa 


_ by the king, under a beautiful and ftately arbour. 


Befides, his majefty in uguff, when venifon is in King’s 
prefent to 


_ its prime, prefented the lady mayorefs, whofe iy: jady- 
hufband, William Harcot or Hargat, (draper by mayorefs. 


company) was in great efteem for his vaft foreign 
trade, and other good qualities, with two harts, 
fix bucks, and a tun of wine; with which her y gy. 


lad rtained the wives of the aldermen ™yorefs's 
yfhip ente ie yee 


and principal citizens at Draper’s ball. 

Death having dethroned Kine Edward; and King Ed- 
Richard duke of Gloucefter, his Brother! having wae IV's 
feized the perfon of Edward’s fon and fucceffor at, ing Edt 
Stoney-Stratford, in his way to London from Lud- pen ¥ 
low in Shropfbire, the citizens of Londen catched the the cae 
alarm, and in great numbers joined the nobility ; “aes Ne 
many of whom thought it neceffary to. take up of theLon- 
arms, till they could know the iffue of fuch an °°" 


unprecedented and dangerous proceeding. . 


~ List of Mayors in the reign of King Edward IV, 


In his 1ft year Sir Hugh Witcb. 
2d Sir Thomas Cook. 
Sir Matthew Philipps. 
Sir Ralph Foceline. 
Sir Ralph Vorney. 
Sir Fohn Young. 
' Sir Lhomas Oldgrave. 
Sir William Taylor, - 
Sir Richard Lee. 
Sir Fobnu Stockton. 


OW} CONF DWM A 


ba) 


In 


Duke of — 
' Glotice- 
fter’s diffi- 
mulation 
to pain the 
Londoners, 


loyal Sprahagl 5% 
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In his 11th year Sir William Edwards. .- 


12... Sir William Hampton, 
1g Sir Fobn Tate. ates 
14 Sir Robert Drope. 
$B. Sir Robert Baffet. 
16 Sir Ralph Foceline, 
17. Sit Humphrey Heyford, 
18 Sir Richard Gardiner, 
19... Sir Bartholomew Famess im 
29.) «) Sir Fobn Brown, 9 
2t 9 Sw Willan Herviot: 5) 
22...) Sir Edmund ae or Sb 
Ad , i 


Richard, fenfible of the danger he ran are pto- 


voking the Londoners, immediately difpatched 1 lord 
Haftings, one in great efteem among the citizens, 
to affure them Om his upright 1 intentions; to Tepre- 
fent to them the neceflity he was under to take 
the young king out of the hands of the earl of 
Rivers, lord Grey, and the others, whom hé had 


put under an arreft for confpiring againft the | 


dukes of Gloucefter and Buckingham; and to explain 
to them the danger they would plunge themilelves 
Into, if they euntiliiied to aflemble in a riotous 
manner with arms, and prefumed to cenfure the 


proceedings of their fuperiors: concluding with 


{trong affurances that duke Richard was bringing 
the young king to be crowned at Veflminfier, and 
that the-city had it in their power to avail them- 
felves of his royal favour by their peaceable and 


a 


This 


oe mis 
i*, + = % 
Ke 


_gate-Street. 


Lonpon, WrsTMiInsTER, &e. : 417 


'This fpeech had the defired effe&. The citi- A.D. 
zens were deceived, and retired quietly to their md 
refpective habitations. And on the fourth of May King’s re- 
the mayor, aldermen, and 500 citizens, on horfe- S°PMn m= © 
back, richly dreffed in purple gowns, met King 
Edward V. at Highgate, then called Hlornfey-park, 


and conduéted him with the utmoft demontftrations 


of joy to the bithop of London's palace in the city. 

In this cavalcade the duke of Gloucefter behaved Glouce- 
with fo great diffimulation, by frequently calling irene 
out with an audible voice to the citizens, « Be. du: 
hold your king and fovereign,” that he entirely 

effaced thofe imputations, they had reafon to fur- 

mife againft him upon his feizing of the king’s 

perfon, Nay, he ftill. carried his diffimulation 
further. The duke of Gloucefter not only did ho- 


mage himfelf to King Edward V. but he invited 


all the nobility to do the fame. 
Having by thefe arts infinuated himfelf into 
the efteem of the citizens and nobility, fo as to 


, get himfelf appointed protector of the kingdom 


during the minority, and prevailed with the queen, The queen 
who had fled to the:fanétuary at Wefiminfter itl tact gt 
her younger fon the duke of York, to deliver him 

up alfo to his care; Richard lodged the king and The king 

his infant-brother in the tower of London, and took eee: 

up his own refidence in Crofby’s Place, where now 

is Crofby’s Square, near the fouth-eaft end of Bifoop/- 


His next ftep was-to remove out of the Way Lord Haft. 
of his defigns thofe, whom he knew were faft friends Nienep 
to the king, and whom he had drawn in, by his 
Vou I. Ee dit. 


9 


to London. 
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Apology 
for it-by 
Richard. 
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difimulation, to deceive the people. . Lord Haft- 
ings, above-mentioned; fell the firft victim to his 


policy. His lordfhip. had given no ground for a 
legal profecution againft him. .But a mob was — 


hired to raife. an outcry of treafon in the tower, 
and to. accufe lord Hoftings of it; then, in the 
prefence of the protector, a parcel: of ruffians im- 


mediately, by the, protector’s order, dragged his | 


lordfhip to the platform near the chapel. within 
the tower, and there, without trial or conviction, 


~ or time to prepare for death, cut off his head on 


the but end of a large. piece of timber, brought 
thither for the repairs of the tower. yee 
Richard and the duke of Buckinghai iy 


boding apprehenfiens, on this tragical oceafion. 


They both. put.on rufty armour; and, fending 
for the mayor and.aldermen of London, the pro- 


tector, told them, ** That. lord Haftines had con- 


on 


€s& 
é 


his ac- ; 
complice in, this murder, were not without, fore- . 


fpired with feveral perfons, and contrived fud- 


Re ae 


«© denly to, kill him and the duke of | Buckingham, - 


¢¢ that day,.in council: that he could not yet guefs 


the caufe of. the treafon, and had not. certain 
~ $© knowledge thereof before:ten o’clock of the fame 
« day, which had forced them to put on. fuch 


<¢ filthy armour, as being next at hand, for. their — | 


‘© own defence,;;.and induced the lords of the 
“ council to efder him. to. be immediately. exe- 


- cuted, to prevent infurreCtions and attempts. of 


“A 


‘ his lordfhip’s accomplices. to refcue. him from 
‘¢ juftice; and to preferve the peace of the nation. 
«* This, continued Gloucefter, is the naked truth: 

: © and 


- 


~ 
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* and we have fent for you to inform you of it, A. D.- 
1482. 
** that you may, as you fee caufe, fatisfy the people 
“* of the juftice of lord Haftings’s fafferings: and 
“* though we are in no wife obliged to do it, yet, 


S* ‘out of a defire to pleafe therty we thus con~ 
we » defeend to do it it; and wé require you to ei 
Se it. 99)".' 
The mayor and Biethved fhewed a feadinels to 
obey the protector’s command; and put of an air 


Not credits 
ed’ by the 
citizens, — 


of belief in what had been reported. But their _ 


behaviour, at their return into the city, did not 
thew that they themfelves were fatisfied of the 
juttice of lord Flaptings $ execution, or of the truth 
of the treafon alledged apainft him. ‘Therefore 
‘Gloucefter fent a herald’ to proclaim the fame account 
in all public places through the city. In which 
it was alfo laid to his lordfhip’s charge, *¢ That, 
ss by his ill- advice, his lordfhip had enticed the 
** king’s father to many things much redounding 
*© to his difhonour, and the univerfal damage and 
** detriment of the realm, leading him into dé. 
es: bauchery by his exemplary wickednefs, ‘ and 
‘© procuring lewd’ and ungracious perfons to gra- 
tify his lufts, and! particularly Fane Shore—one 
© of his accomplices in’ this treafon—by which 
** lewd living the faid king not only fhortened his 
*¢ days, but alfo was forced to opprefs and tax 
** his people, that he might have fufficient to 
“ gratify his expences: and that, fince’ the death 
“of the faid king, his lordthip had lived in a 
“© Continual i incontinency with the faid SBore’s wife, 
re Fig lay nightly with her, ‘and particularly the 
Be 2 ayes ‘ very 


ee 


Lord Hatte 
ings’s 
death and 
treafon 
proclaimed 
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ALD. Sagery night. before his death: fas that it was no 


8 4 Pr 
m4°% 66 marvel, if his ungracious life brought bimyg to 
~ © as unhappy a death.” ~~ OUP 
Citizens , Neither did this proclamation g gain upon Bia in- 
difgufted 


credulity of the citizens. They faw through the 


thereat. 


protector’s bad defign, and that lord Ha/tings’s : 
death was premeditated, and a prelude to more 
Richard fatal meafures. ne ote then had courte 


makes the 
Jord-miayor "7%? [wie Conca en te ear eet eee ee a 


aprivy- in Oe execution, at ae not to oppofe, mae to > fit re 


counfellor. 
-quiet, while he executed his wicked and abomina- 


ble confpiracy; for otherwife ic would be impof- a 


fible for him to obtain the crown. In order to do 
this, he made Sir Edmund Shaw, the lord-mayor, 


one of his privy: -council. BY, this means he Baines Ss 


an in eloquent and elas preacher, and Pinker, the 
Dr. Shaw's provincial. of the Auguftine friars. Dr. Shaw under- 


fermon. — egok to open the protector’s intention to the people, . 
| from the pulpit at Paul’s Cro/s, on the Sunday 


~ morning following. His text was out of the book 


of Wifdom, where it is written, Baftardfbips foall 


take no deep root. And then alledging, that the 


late king having promifed marriage to the lady 


Elizabeth Lucy, and had a child by her, fhe was 
his wife before God: and confequently, that the 
children he had afterwards by his queen were fpu- 


rious, and fo many baftards: and therefore it was 
to be feared that the nation would be very unhappy — 


under the reign of Edward V. He then accufed 
King Edward IV’s mother of adultery, in order 
to prove, that neither the late king nor the late 

duke 


a 


Tee 


~ 


LE se ko 
Dar 
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duke of Glarence; brothers to the duke of Gloucefter, ‘Ging: D. 


nor any of their defcendants, had a jut right to 
the crown. ‘Then, raifing his voice, lie faid, 
**’ But my lord protector, thaghoble prince, that 
yi pattern of all virtue and heroic aétions, carries 
** in his air, in his mien, and in his foul, the 
“perfect image of his illuftrious father the Great 
‘ Duke of York.” Neither did this fulfome and 


a) 


fervile adulation, and wicked difcourfe, bring the 


citizens to better fentiments in favour of the pro- 
tector; but rather confirmed them in the opinion, 
that they were to expect his real attempt upon the 
crown. However the city was not to be neglect. 
ed. Orders were fent to the mayor to convene a 
common hall: and the duke of Buckingham, privy 
to all the protector’s defigns, his faft friend, and 
a celebrated Orator, repaired with feveral lords to 
Guildhall, and, mounting the huftings, fpoke to 
the citizens in this form: 


‘ 
Pn. Wn 
no 


fection we have for your perfons and interefts, 


** Gentlemen, out of the zeal and fincere af- Duke of 
Bucking- 


** we are come to acquaint you with a matter of fpeech to a’ 


** high importance, equally pleafing ta God and 
$* profitable to the commonwealth, and to none 
** more than to you the citizens of this famous 
** and honourable city; for the very thing which 
** we believe you have a long time wanted and 


 wifhed for; what you would have purchafed at 
“a great rate, and gone far to fetch, we are 


** come hither to bring you, without any labour, 
** trouble, coft, or peril to you. And what can 


_& this be but your own fafety, the peace of your 


Ee 3 © wives 


common 


ce: 


A. D. 
448. 


sé 


Ge 


‘ of the ftate: your beft citizens were plunder od 
- and their wealth fquandered by profufe favour- 
ites: fifteenths and the ufual fubfidies: would 


¢ derate in his demands, always exorbitan 
ing forfeitures into fines, fines into ranfoms, _ 
fmall offences into’ mifprifion of sreafon, and 

< mifprifion i into treafon itfelf; We need not give 


} } 
y , t 
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wives and daughters, the fecurity of your goods 


and eftates, which were all in danger until now? 


who of you could call what he had his own? 
there were fo many fnares laid to deceive yous 
fo many fines and forfeitures, taxes and impo- 


- fitions, of which there was no end, arid often 


no neceflity: or, if there was, It was occafioned 
by riots, and unreafonable wafte, rather than 
a juft and lawful charge for defence or honour 


i 
‘i 
we 
MG : 
ay 
4 
ve 
i sy 
“ 
“i 
4 


not do; but, under theplaufible name of benee 


‘ volence, your goods were taken from you by 
the commiffioners againft your will; as if by 
‘ that name was underftood, that every ‘man 
fhould pay not what he pleated, but what the 


king would have him, who never was mo- 
t, turn- 


you examples of it: Barder’s cafe will never be 


forgot, who, for a word fpoken in hafte, was i 


cruelly b beheaded. “Did: not judge ‘Markbam ré- 


fien his office, rather than join with his “bré- 
thren in-paffing that illegal ‘fentence’ ‘on that — 


honeft man? were you ‘not all witneffes of the 
barbarous treatthent ene of your own ‘bédy, 


the’ worfhipful aldernian Caok, met with? and — 
‘ yourfelves know too well how: ‘many inflatices 
of this kind I cat) name among you. ae 


Donk . King 


ee ee es ‘ " 
ee SO | eee eS. | ee ee 


fe 
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“ King Edward gaining the crown by conquelt, ay D. 


all that were any ways relatéd to thofe that were 
his enemies lay under the chargé of treafon. 
This half of the kingdom becatie at once trai- 
tors; for half of the kingdom were either, friends 
to king Henry, or relations or friends to fome 


that were fo. Though. open war with invaders 


is terrible and deftructive to a nation, yet civil 
diffentions aré much more fatal, ‘and to be 
dreaded ; with which | his reign was more dif- 


‘turbed than thé reigns of all his predecefiors, 


But he is dead and gone; and God forgive his 


foul! It coft the people more blood and trea- 


fure to get the crown for: this prince than it 
had doné to conquer Fraice twice.’ Half of the 
nobility of the kingdom loft their lives or eftates 
in the quarrel ; and, when the difpure was over, 


the peace that followed was not much fafer than 


the war: every rich and landed man was in 


danger; for whom could he truft that diftrufted 


his own brother? whom f{pare, that killed his 


own brother? or who could perfectly love him, 


whom his own brothet could not love? We thal, 
in honour to the memory of ‘one that was our 
fovereign, forbeat to mention, who were the 
perfons, on which he was fo lavifh of his favours : 
only it is well known that thofe’ that deferved 
them moft had the leait of them. Was not 


Shore's wifé his chief minifter? was there not 


more court madé to her than’ all the lords of 


* England, except thofe that were the ftrumpet’s 


- 6 


favourites ? who, poor woman!> was herfelf 
a Ee 4 “* chafte, 


aA 
on 


a 
5 a) 


Bs 
nN 


oA 
Oy 


aA. 
Lal 


a, 
o 


a a 
a n 


nan 


as the words of a preacher’; aman fo wife and» 


Edward \V... were never lawfully begotten, the 


contract an illegal marriage with, the queen, 
My noble Lord the sprosestor § reverence to the. 
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chafte, and of good reputation, till he deluded 
her to his luft, and tempted her from her huf& 
band, an honeft fubftantial young man, whom 
you all know. Indeed, I am afhamed to fay it, 
the king’s appetite in that point was infatiable 


‘ and.intolerable. No woman could efcape him: 


young or old, ‘tich or poor, wife or virgin, all 
fell victims to his lut: by which means the 
moft honourable houfes were defiled, and the 
moft honeft families were corrupted, _ Sey + 
“ You of this renowned city fuffered moft: 
you, who deferved moft from him, for your | 
readinefs to ferve the houfe of York with your : 
lives and fortunes; which though he ill requited, — i 
there is of that. hate. who, by God’s grace, 4 
fhall reward you better. I fhall not enlarge a 
on this fubject: you have heard it from one, 
whom ye will hearken to more, as you ought. 
to do: for I am not fo vain as to. think “as 
I can fay will have fo great authority with you 


fo pious, that he would not utter a thing, in 
the pulpit efpecially, which he did not firmly — 
believe it was his duty to, declare. You res: 
member, I doubt not, how. he fet forth, laft . 
Sunday, the right of the moft excellent Richard a 
dake of Gloucefter to the crown of this realm; 4 
for, as he proved to you, the children, of mang 


king leaving his lawful, wife,. the lady Lucy, to 


om 6 $ duteheR 9 


‘ 
a 
ys 
‘a 
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* dutchefs his mother will not permit me to fay A.D. 


“* any thing further concerning what the worthy 
* doctor alledged of her familiarity. with others 
** befides her own hufband, for fear of offending 
“* the duke of Gloucefter her own fon; Riosple: 
“¢ for thefe caufes, the crown of England is de- 
* volved to the moft excellent prince the lord 
“6 protector, as the only lawfully begotten fon 
** of the right noble duke of York. This, and 
** the confideration of his many high qualities, 
S© has prevailed with the lords and commons of 
“* England, of the northern counties efpecially, 


_, © who have declared they will not have a baftard 


‘ reign over. them, to petition that high and 
be mighty prince to take on him the fovereion 
46 power, for the good of the realm, to which he 
© has. fo rightful and lawful a title. We have 
** reafon to fear he will not grant our requeft; 


Be being a prince whofe wifdom Porcteds the labour, 
; © both of. body and mind, that attends the fu- 


ec preme dignity : which is not a place for a child, 


as that wife man obferved, who faid, Ve regno 
| © cujus rex puer eff, i.e. Wo to the realm whofe king 
_ is a child. Wherefore we have reafon to blefs 
God that the prince, whofe right .is to reign 
Bis ** over us; is of fo ripe age, fo great wifdom and 
: a experience, who, though he is unwilling to take 


the government upon himfelf, yet shat petition 
-* of the lords and gentlemen will meet with the 
_ more favourable acceptance, if you the worfhip- 
« ful citizens of the metropolis of the kingdom 


4 he Swill jetn with us in qur requeft; which, for your 


** welfare, 


1482. 
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A.D. « welfare, we doubt not but you will, However, 
‘Theartily entreat you to do it for the common 


oblige by chufing them fo good a king, and his 
majefty by fhewing eaily your ready difpofitions 


‘* to his election; in which, my moft dear'friends, 


I require you, in the natne of myfelf atid thefe 


“lords, to thew us bay your minds and in- 


“ ‘tentions.” — ae: 
Not welt This {fpeech ftruck the citizens with fuch hotror 


received. 


Duke of 


ackits. advice, thought it heceflary to rotize them bya 


ham re- repetition of this fpeéch. But, though his grace 
band: eloquence , 


fumes his 


Speech. delivered himfelf with all the arty 
any man could do on fo bad a fubject, he could 
not draw up a fingle voice to approve of his-utr- 

Recorder jutt propofal, The mayor then propofed the ré- 

| feat ba corder to harangue his fellow-citizens, as the moft 


the fubje®t. proper perfon to Apel to them on all affairs of int 


portance. Accordingly Fitzwilliam, the recordet, oy 


was direéted to lay the matter before the commioti- 
hall: which he did, with great reluctance, by 


repeating the heads of the duke’s fpeech withotit » 


the leaft addition, and without any more effet 
~ wpon the audience than before. 9 


_ The duke obferving to the mayor, that hc 


“gens were amazingly ‘obftinate, his grace f tood Up 
once more, and added: Paras Ss 
Dukeof  “* Dear friends, we came'to acquaint you with © 
Bucking’ .‘* a thing which we needed not have done, ‘had 
peaks 
again, :*¢ i¢ not been for the affection we bear you. ‘The. 
“ lords aud commons could have determined the 
2 | pgp hice: ‘matter 
iirc: 


good of the people of England, whom you will 


and amazement, that the duke, with the mayor’ ‘3: 


as ee fj "i — o> an aa —_— 
a Pe ee ee ee ee, fe en 


OO ee 


a 
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<¢ matter without you; but would gladly have A.D. 
s¢ you join with us; which is for your honour 
“< and profit, chough you do not fee it, nor con- 
<¢ fider it: we require you, therefore, to give your 
“6 anfwer, one way or other, whether you are i 
$5 willing, as the lords are, to have the moft ex- i 
‘¢ cellent prince the lord-prote¢tor to be your king, / 


» sor not?’ 


There followed a general murmur: but, at laft, Generar 
the protector’s and the duke’s fervants, having spe 
afflembled a parcel of rabble, forced themfelves duced. 


into the hall, and cried out, King Richard! King — 


Richard! and threw up their ee into the air. 


The duke laid hold of this, and, taking it fora 
general acclamation, addreffed himfelf accordingly 
to. the people in thefe words: 
 Ttis a goodly and joyful cry, to hear every Bucking- 
cc | d Line ham makes 
s man with one voice agree to it, and nobody yr of their 
ce - oe it 4 : q voices to 
fay no. Since therefore, dear friends, we fee cael ah 
“© you are all, as one man, inclined to have this point. 
*¢ noble prince to be your king, we fhall report the 
<¢ matter fo effectually to him, that, we doubt not, 
‘¢ it will be much to your advantage. We require 


** you to attend tomorrow with our joint petition 


-€ to his Brace, as has been already agreed on 


¢* between us.” 

The citizens retired home with inexpreffible Citizens 
grief, to find their names fo artfully and wickedly ° cy ig 
ufurped to fofter the intended treafon of dethroning: 
the right heir to the crown. » But the lord-mayor Lord- 


Shaw, who had entered deeply into the prote€tor’s fi3n4 picid 


‘conipiracy to feize the crown, prevailed with the 2 petition 


tor Glou- 
aldermen and feveral of the common-council to cefter to 


accept the 
confirm crown, 
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eat confirm this mock-election of a king, by their 
- attendance next day, with the duke of Buckingham a. 
and other con{piring nobles, at Barnard’s cattle, 
where’ the protector then refided. 
A political Here a new farce began. A mefienger being 
si idl fent to acquaint the duke of Gloucefter that a great 
Becking- number af nobles and citizens demanded an au- 
the pro- dience of him, his grace pretended to be fhy and 
at: jealous, and made ae difficulty of admitting them 
wi his sci scene sd took occafion from 
mre was etal ignorant of Hidix srocBeiinis, 
in the city, and intention to make him their king. 
He then fent another meflenger i in a moft fiship Mane 
manner, Upon which the protector vouchfafed, 
but with an air of the oreatett diffidence, to come 
forth to hear what had brought fuch a company 
before him. When the duke of Buckingham, in 
the greateft humility apologizing for himfelf and 
company, opened to him the fubyeét of their ad-_ 
- drefs in an elegant and elaborate fpeech, fetting 
forth the grievances of the people, and praying 
him to redrefs them by affuming the royal autho- 
rity, which of right belonged to him, and’ which 
the whole isan! with an unufual pares ie 
defired he would take upon him, for the ¢ good 
of the common- wealth, as utich as for his. grace’ S 
honour. ? 
The'pro- PH: protector, ‘with the utmoft hypocrify, re-— 
Sa pear That, though he knew the things he 
nai alledged to be true, yet he'loved King Edward 
a and his children eee any crown whatfoever s 
. Apes and ; 


i] 
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** however he pardoned their petition, and thanked ce hie 
‘‘ them for their love; but defired them to bestows. 
© obedient to the prince under whom himfelf and 


“© they lived at that time; and whom he would 
*« advife to the beft of his capacity, as he had al- 
‘* ready done, to the fatisfaction of all parties.” 
But Buckingham’ declaring that it was their re- 
folution, if he perfifted in refufing to accept the 


y This very man, before the expiration of this year, think- 
ing himfelf neglected, or at leaft not fufficiently rewarded, by 
Richard for his fervices in this affair, and jealous that the 
ufurper was feeking an opportunity to cut him off, confpired 
with the duke of Richmond's friends to dethrone him; took up 


arms and raifed a confiderable army in Wales. But, in his 


march fouthwards, they met with fuch bad weather, and were 
fo delayed and diltreffed by a fix days inundation, occafioned 
by the overflowing of the Severn, that his foldiers deferted. 


_ And the duke, being left with a fingle fervant only, retreated 


to the houfe of one Banifier, once his fervant, and under great 
obligations both to the duke and his father, hoping to lie there 
concealed. Richard, hearing of this defertion, offered a re- 
ward of a thoufand marks for Buckingham. Banifter betrayed 
him: and, being feized, he was conduéted to Shrew/bury, 
according to Hollin/head, or to Salifbury, according to Hall and 
Stow, and there beheaded by the king’s von order, without 
any legal procefs. 
Thus he, who had been very. inftrumental in taking away 
the lives of lord Haftings, the earl of Rivers, and others at 
Pontefraé, by a moft arbitrary fentence, did himfelf perith in 
the like manner, contrary to all right, by the abfolute orders 
of him whom he had placed on the throne. On the other 


. hand, this very confpiracy, formed by the duke of Bucking- 


bam, accomplice of all Richard's crimes while he was protector, 
proved the occafion of King Richard’s ruin. May we not fee 
the hand of heaven, or the direction of divine proricenice, in 
fuch events! 


4. crown, 
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me crown, that they were ‘detebiniited: not to agree to uf 
a el any of king Edward’s line to reign over thém; — 
and that they muft and would look out for fori 4 

other perfon to:accept of their propofal ; Gloucefter 

Accepts then replied, “¢ Since we perceive that the whole. © 
ae “'p. * realm is bent’ upon it, not to have king Ed- © 
1483. © gyard’s children to reign over them, of which 
“* we are forry ; ; and knowing that the crown can 

_ belong to no man fo juftly as to ourfelf, the 


> 


«« right heir, lawfully begotten of the body of. 
“© our moft dear father Richard late duke of % orks 
*< to which title is now joined your ‘election, 
“© the nobles and commons of this realm, _ which 
“© we, of all titles poffible, take for the ‘moft ef- 
*. fectual ; we are’ content, and agree favourably 
to receive your petition and requeft, and, ac- 
‘« cording to the fame, take upon us the royal 
** eftate, preheminence, and kingdoms of th 
*< two noble realms of England and Frances the 
“one, from this day forward, by us and our 
* heirs, to rule, govern, and defend; the other, 
“* by God’s grace and your good help; to get 
‘“ again, fubdue, and eftablidi.: for ever in due 
“ obedience to this realm of England : and we afk 
‘© God to live no longer than we intend’ to procure - 
** its advancement.” ; 
‘K.Edw.v. ~ Having thus ufurped diiici 4, sis Fame 


* 
ce 


and his bro- 
ther mur. 2277e2 was prevailed upon and Employed to more 
’ @ered. . ? der a 
as June rua 


2 Together with Miles Foreft and Fobn Dighton, according 

- to. Sir Thomas More. The murderers buried the young princes 
under a {mal} ttair-cafe; as Tyrre/ did confefs before his exes 
cution 


ad 


* eS 


‘oe 
i 
i 
-/ 
'» 
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* 


der the infant king and his. brother the duke of * D. 


put Rickard upon fending for 5000 men out of the 


-miffion to the furveyor of the king’s works, upon 
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York, by {mothering them. between two beds in ‘a 


the tower, during a tour Richard made towards 
the north. 

The univerfal difcontent that reigned in London Univerfal 
difcontent. 
north, to guard him from any accident that might 
happen at his coronation. And the refolution of A. D. 


the earl of Richmond, invited over from his ftate _ 1484 


; : Earl of 
of exile to dethrone him, to march with his army Rich- 


from Wales to. London, thews, that however cau- mone 
tioufly the Londoners had behaved to fkreen them- 
felves from the refentment of the ufurper, they 
were very early and ready to favour the defigns 
of that exiled prince, intending to affert his right 


to the crown. On Richard’s part we find a com- ‘Tower or- 
dered to be 
repaired, 
the firft, report of. the earl of. Richmond's invafion, 


to, prefs into. his fervice maslimon to. repair the 
tower of Londou. 

- Richard, refolyed to interrupt the: habits march, A.D. 
met him and gave. him battle ® at Bofmorth.in *4°5- 
Leiceferfiire, Richard engaged with his crown on Richard 
his, head, and, in lefs. than two hours, he was *™™ ; 


cation, in the reign of King Hesry VII. And, as a:confirma- 


tion. of. this, it.is certain. that tho{e princes.were never heard 


' of from the day, Tyrrel, -by a written order from. King Richard, 


entered the tower; and by a difcovery of fome bones in that 
part of the tower when Tepaired i in 1674, which K. Char/es II. 
ordered to.be, put intoy2 marble.urn, and ig among the | 


royal tombs in Weft minfler-abbey, 


& Mugu? 22, 


_ flain 
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A. rl flain in battle*, and his ctown carried immediately s | 
ote 2. and placed upon the earl of Richmond’s head; and — 
ry VII's the field of battle refounded on all fides with the 


ae “tone cry of Long live King Henry Viith. 


List of Moons « in the Reigh | of King Ed- @ 
ward V. and Richard Mil. p 


At King Edward’s acceffion, Sir Equi Shaw. 
Firft ean of King Richard’s reign, William oi 
od — ——+—- Thomas Fill. 


© As bad as this king was, he founded a collegiate en 
in Loudon, called our Lady of Barking, near the tower, and other 
religious places. He eftablifhed feveral excellent laws; and © 
took the ways of being a oi king, ae He took ‘Bood pore g 
to be made a king. 


RO = i AS «> hie 

- ae Henry Vilth’s entry into London. Seweating 3 
 ficknefs, thrice. Three mayors in one year. Loans. q 
Who to be taken apprentices. Corrupt magifirates. 
Cheapfide crofs finifoed. Laws about flaughter- 
houfes. Confervacy extended. Flemith merchants 
banifbed. Citizens entertained by the king. Laws q 
about jurors. Audley’s rebellion. Finfbury ma- 
nor.  Artillery-ground. Plague. Reception of _ 
Queen Catharine. King Henry VIIth’s chapel 
built. Aldermen accompany the lord-mayor on borfe- 
back. Fleet-ditch, Houndfditch, Merchant-tay- 
lors, why fo called. Fires. King Henry VIIth’s 
charters. Lift of mayors. King Henry V{lIth’ s 
acceffion. March of city watch. Praffitioners in 


phyfic and Jurgery to be licenfed. Moorfields level- . 
| | : led, 


NE le 
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_ ded, 8c. Power of impannelling juries. Riots. 
Fires. Humours of May-day.. Evil May-day. 
Rioters, how punifoed. Court of confcience erected. 
College of phyficians incorporated. Plagues. Char- 
ters for taking inguifitions in London, and confirm- 
ing the keeping of the great beam and common ba- 
lance. AG concerning felling of wood. Benevolence 
demanded and refufed.. Intercourfe with Rome 
. forbidden. dé? among freemen and apprentices. ~~ 
Grand entertainment. New Teflament tranflated, . 
and burnt. Two mufters of the citizens at Mile- 
end. Quaecen Ann Bullen’s grand entry, But- 


bers confined to Leadenhall. market. Conduits 


eretied at Aldgate and Lothbury. 4és for the 
confervation of the Thames: Againft filth and 
encroachments, &c. Concerning ballaft.. Pool’s 
privilege. Sheriffs imprifoned. AAs for paving 
London. 4 regulation of eating. Allen’s cha- 
rity. Mary Atkinfon’s funeral. Alderman Read’s 
cruel treatment. Qualification of grand jurors. 


Tythes of the clergy afcertained. bap of MAYOT Se 
Mind many other RGR. 


ING Paine Vilth was met by the magiftrates ap) 
of Loudon in their fcarlet robes, and a great 1485. 


Hen. 
number of citizens in violet-coloured gowns, on King Hes 


ry Vilth’s 
the 28th of Auguf, at Highgate, who conduéted «ty into 


ondon, 
his majefty, riding in a clofe chariot, to St, Paul’s 
cathedral, where the offered his three ftandards, 


and thence retired to the bifhop’s palace. 


On the 22d of Auguft, the very day king Richard Fire, 
was flain in battle, there happened a fire in Bread- 
Vout, Ef - fireet, 
fe) : 
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A.D. _fireet, Pibilion’ which did confiderable damage, 
485: and jn which the parfon of St. Mildred’s parih, 
“and another ‘man in the parfonage-houfe, were 
burnt... eR 5 
The fweat="” Bandon was boighed this year with an unheard 
ee diftemper, called ‘the: /eweating ficknefs. It firft 
was noticed. on’the 21ft of September, and carried 
off feveral thoufands, who died of -it, in twenty- 
Three four hours ¢,. Amongft the great numbers, ‘that 
pt be Xa ‘died of this diftemper, were Thomas Fiylle the new 
mayor, and Sir William Stokker his immediate fuc- 
-ceffor, and one of the fheriffs: fo that the city had, 
- in the courfe of this eae three mayors and three 
fheriffs. | | , 
His) majefty’s want of money Soon: fagnithed 
“him! with an opportunity to try, the affections of 
the Londoners.. He had left the marquis of Dor/et 
and Sir Fobn Bouchier fureties, at Paris, for money 
which he had borrowed of the king of France to- 


Henry atks wards ‘his late expedition into England, To releafe 


a loan of 


Socomarks thefe: his majefty requefted a loan of 6000 marks 
from the city of London. The people did not 
rightly relifh this requifition: but, at laft, it was 


Citizens agreed: to advance his majefty 3090 marks ; and 
Jend him 
yooo, 9371: 6s. thereof was Rene Bic by the companies 


a The phyficians were not able to apply any ‘remedy: but 
at laf it was difcovered, that, if a man was taken in the day- 
time with this fweat, he muft immediately lie down in his 
cloaths, and fo continue for 24 hours: if taken fo in bed, he 
muft not get out of bed for the fpace of 24 hours alfo; hut 
not provoke the fweat, nor-eat nor drink at all, or but very 


moderately. This ficknefs firft appeared on the zit of Sep- 


of | 


tember, and ceafed about’ the end of Ofober.- 


a 
‘ 
1 
4 
a 
u 
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ef mercers, grocers, and drapers, which his ma- ae 
jefty punctually paid them again in due time: . cy Se 

A. D. 1486, the crofs ia Weff-cheap, curioufly Crofts in 

$ ; ay Cheapfide 
wrought at the private expence of divers citizens, fnithed, 
amongft whom Yobn Fifber, a mercer, gave Goo A.D. 
agmarks, was finifhed. AO 
t In this year Fobu Perfival, one of the lord- 
mayor's, carvers, while he was waiting at table, 
was drank to for fheriff, as the cuftom. then was 
for the perfon to whom the lord:mayor fhould 
drink a glafs. of wine, and thereby nominate him 
for one of the fheriffs for the year enfuing ; and 
Mr. Perfivel being thus chofen, only: by Sir Zohn 
Collet. the lord-mayor’s then drinking to him, fat 
down at the lord-mayor’s table, covered his head, 
and in due time became chief magiftrate of Lon- 
don. 
By an act of common-council it was, this’ fame None but 
year (Nicholas Exton, mayor) enacted and ordained, &cn'!en<”, 
that no apprentice fhould be taken, nor freedom s ensicee 
given, but to fuch as were gentlemen’ born; agree- 
‘able to the claufe in the oath given to every free- 
man, at the time he was made free,-in thefe words: 
** Ye fhall take none apprentice,’ but. (or except) 
“* he be free-born: that is to fay, no bondfman’s 
*¢ fon, nor the fon of any alien’? 

‘The year 1487 produceth a flagrant proftitution City power 
of city power. By an act of common-council, aH as aa 
on f¢é, 1.. it was ordained ', that no perfon fhould i487. 
carry goods or merchandize to any fair or market | 
within the kingdom for the term of feven years, 


© Lib. C. fol. 88, £ Rec, Guild. Jour. Com. Council. 
Ff 2 under 
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me under the penalty of roo]. one third to the in- 
Ra a e former. This. aé& was fo. highly refented by 
er the legiflature, that in the year following, 3 Hen- 
ry VII. ic was repealed by parliament *; and the 
citizens were empowered to carry on their com- 
merce, and their goods to the feveral parts of the 
“nation, as ufual, with a penalty of 40h. upon 
every perfon molefting any of the: citizens’ in oA ii 

faid trade. 9 a ot 
Simnel theo Lhis was in the time: of the Aas Simnel’s 
4 seam gible appearance to perfonate the earl of War- 
wick, then prifoner in the tower of Lozdon: who. 
being defeated at Stoke in: Eincolnfhire, the Londen- 
ers met the king and the queen returning with 
King and wictory at Highgate, in a moft folemn manner, 
queen's <P” dreffed all in one fort of apparel, and on horfe- 
meh back. And, as they paffed through the city to S¢. 
Pauls cathedral, the ftreets were Tihed by the cor- 


porations in their feveral formalities. Ze Deum. 
was then fune@ in St. Paul's, and next day his. 
Thankf- majefty wentin proceffion to hear the thank(giving- 


SIvINS- fermon at Pawl’s'crofs. ) 2 OS 
Loan of * The king, int488, applied to the city PRP a a toga 
“ee % of 40001}. which they advanced with’ great chear- 


i488. fulnefs; and foon after lent him wba ‘more.’ 
The ftench arifine from the flaughtér-houfes, 
and putrid ‘blood We orduré running ‘out of the 
butchery i in Netogate- -fireet, and the noxiows vapours, 
arifing from: the fealding of fwine, was fo offen- 


five, that the inhabicants of the adjacent parifhes 


of St. Faith and St. Gregory applied to parliament 


& Stat. at large. 
' 6 for 


SS 
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for remedy againft a nuifance, which frequently 4. D. 
occafioned diftempers in that neighbourhood, and ‘*” 
endangered the health of the whole city.. Where- 
by an act * was obtained, and it was enaéted, 4Hen.VIIy 
‘*. That, for the future, no butcher fhall prefume 
** to kill» any beaft within the walls of London; 
** upon the penalty of 1s. for every ox and cow Penalty for 
“| fo killed, and 8d. for every other beaft.?) In (uop8.. 
the fame feffion the jurifdiction of the mayor of London. 
London, and his fucceffors, in and over. all the city con- 
iffues, breaches, and’ grounds overflowed, as far ey 
as the water ebbeth and floweth from the river ifves, &. 
- Thames, touching punifhments to be inflicted on 
perfons ufing unlawful nets, was confirmed: 

The 6th of April, 1491, was kept a day of A.D. 
thank {giving at S¢. Pau/’s cathedral by the nobility, nya 
at which attended the mayor, aldermen, and prin- nee 
cipal citizens in their liveries, for the conqueft of 
Granada, by the king of Spain, from the Moors, 
after they had been poffeffed of that city and coun- 
try 700 years and upwards: on:which occafion 
the king of Spain obtained the title of His Mo 
Catholic Majefty. 
It being refolved in parliament to: - profecute the Bene- 
French war with vigour, and to:raife money for pay by 
that purpofe by way of benevolence, the wealthiér parliament. 
fort of people were affeffed difcretionally by the 1492. 
commiffioners, who raifed 2001. upon every alder- 
mart of Lordons: andthe fur total raifed upon. the 
cominionalty of :this:city amounted to the fum of 
rabid 493. 4d. which; added:to. the alderman’s 


b See Stat. at large, 


Ff 3 bene- 
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A.D. benevolence, came near to the fum ‘of 15,0001. 
"49%" though at this time very few citizens pofiefied 108. 
per ann. real eftate. 

Flemith The Flemifh merchants being, by order of his 
mierevan's majefty, banifhed the city, the Anfeatic merchants 
availed themfelves very much of their misfortune, 

and engroffed the principal part of their commerce. 

Their con- Which fo provoked the: Flemngs, that they, to 
P vata the number of eighty, fworn to fecrefy, confpired 
againft the Anfeatics; and, joined by fome appren- 

tices and diforderly people, broke open and plun- 

dered their hall, now the Steel-yard, and had pro- 

ceeded to perpetrate their wicked defign more ef- 


fe€tually, had the Axfeatics not been favoured . 


from Southwark by water, and by an armed force 
by land, brought to their affiftance by the lord- 
Punifhed. miayor, who difperfed the rioters: feveral of the 


confpirators were:taken, committed to the tower 


of London, and fome hanged, after a long” im- 
prifonment ‘> according to Fabian, who was an 
alderman ‘of London; one of the fheriffs, in the 

year 1494, and wrote what he had feen’ and knew 

to be true. f. adap 

Cxizens’ | O° One means°to’ingratiate himfelf into the affec- 
or aneasia tions of the-citizens was the-entertainment which 
| this king made at Wefminfter, on Twelftb-day, ‘for 
the lord-mayor,: aldermen, and..a great) number 

of principal commoners. Qn whichvoccafion, Fa- 

dian writes that, ‘his majefty;: after:dinner,: dub= 

bed Ralph Auftrey, the mayor, ‘knight; sand-kept 
hitn”and his brethren to fee the interludes .or difz 

i See Fab. Chrom p: 7. 
. ie f ports 


ae 
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ports fhewed. the following night in Weftminfter Sy 
ball, richly hung with tapeftry, and ftaged on; ae 
both fides: The next morning, after the difports 

were ended, the king, the queen, the ambaffadors, 

and other eftates, being fet at a table of ftone, 

fixty knights and efquires ferved fixty difhes to 

the king’s mefs, and.as many to the queen’s mets, 
neither “fieth nor fith; and ferved the mayor with, 
twenty-four dithes, neither fleth nor fith, to: his 

mefs; with fundry wines in a moft plenteous man- 

‘ner; of which they partook fo largely, that the 
mayor and his company did not get to London till 

the break of the next day, in shele barges. 

Sir Fabn Tate, lord-mayor in the roth year: of st. Antho« 
this king’s reign, built the church of St. Anthony, net Lote 
with a free-fchool, and alms- houfes for poor men. 
bake this fame year the body of Alice Hackney, Alice 
which. had, been buried in the old church of, St. acs etd 
Mary Hill 175 years, was found entire, the fkin 
whole, and the joints of her arms pliable, in dig- 
ing a new foundation. It was kept four days above 
ground, without the leaft offenfive fmell, and then 
buried again. - | 

It is certain that Henry was at this time well xine's 
beloved: but the pernicious advice of his favour- #¥°"* 
ites, Empfon and Dudley, coinciding with his ava- 
ricious temper, foon made him forfeit their good 
opinion of him. His majefty refolved to raife 
money, that he did not want, by forfeitures upon 
: penal laws; and began this extortion by condemn- 
ing Sir William Capel, alderman of London, in a Cate of al- 
fine of 27001. ‘and could not be prevailed upon Heng 

Ff 4 by 
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1495. 


Qualifica- 
tion of a 
juror. 


1496. 


Fine for 


notferving. 


Punith- 
ment for 
an unjuft 


verdict. 


Bribery in 
a juror, 
how to be 
punithed. 
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by the moft powered interceffion to Pes he it to: 
lefs than 1600). 


The London juries ‘at this time were betdind 98 


corrupt, notwithftanding the care that had former- 
ly been taken to prevent the impannelting i tmproper 
perfons, and their taking bribes, &e. that it drew 
upon them the attention of patliament, who, in 
the 11th of Henry VII. did enact*, “ That, for 


ta 
o 


a“ 
a 


Ge 


66 


a 
w 


{4 


x74 
“ee 


« 


6c 


“the future, no perfon or perfons be impannel- 
led, or fworn into any jury or inqueft in any of 
the city courts, unlefs he be worth forty marks: 


and if the caufe to be tried amount to that fum, 
then no perfon to be admitted a juror’ worth 


“}efS than too marks: and that. every perfon, 
fo qualified, refifing to ferve as a juryman, for 


the firft default to paren 1s. the fecond 25. 
and every one after to double the fum. © That 
when upon trial it fhall be found, that a petty 
jury have brought in an‘ unjuft verdict, then 
every member of the fame to forfeit 201) or 
more, according to the difcretion of the court 


of lord-mayor Be aldermen, and to fuffer fix 


months imprifonment, or lefs, at the difcretion 
of the faid mayor and aldermen, without bail 
or mainprize, and for ever after to be rendered 
incapable of ferving in-any jury.” And further, 
if upon enquiry it fhould be found, that” any 
juror has taken money as a bribe, or other re- 
ward, or promife of reward, to favour either 
plaintiff or defendant in the caufe to be tried 
by him, that then, and in every fuch cafe, the 


K See:Stat. at large. — 
$6 perfon 


a e oe “ 


Lonpon, WESTMINSTER, Se. AGE 


‘© perfon fo offending to forfeit and pay tothe A.D. 
“* party by him thus injured, ten times the value 

“¢ of fuch fum or reward by him taken, and alfo 

_ to fuffer inyprifonment, as already mentioned 3 

“6 and befides, to be difabled for ever from ferv- 

‘¢ ing in that capacity: and that every perfon or Punith- 

‘© perfons guilty of bribing any juror, fhall like- agony 
« wife forfeit ten times the value given, and fuf- >">ins- 
“< fer imprifonment, as aforefaid.” 

The king having difgufted his people by heavy Lord Aud- 
taxes, the Cormifh men, {pirited up and headed by j;%°"*>*! 
lord Audley, rofe, and marched under his lordthip’s 4 p. 
command, towards London, in hopes to reduce 1497. 
it, The rebels encamped on Blackheath, on the 
rth of Fume, 1497, and at firft threw the city 
into great diforder and confufion. But the mayor Lonfon iz 
and fheriffs foon prevailed. with their fellow-citi- defence: 
zens to arm and defend themfelves: and by ereét- 
ing, batteries, and guarding proper places, they 
prefently found themfelves in a condition to de- 

- feat the attempts of the enemy. In the mean 
time, the king with an army of regulars en- 
camping in. St. George’s Fields, covered the borough 
of Southwark and London-bridge from all danger. 
From which his majefty marched, on the 22d:of Rebels de- 
Fune, to Blackheath, and entirely routed the rebel — 
ey ¢ deal 
.. Inthe year 1498,. we. are informed by the city 
records, kept in Gwildball, that certain grounds, 
confifting of gardens, orchards, 8zc. on the 
north fide of Chifwell-/reet, and called Bunbill 

or 


ao 
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New artil- 


Plentiful 
year. 
A. De 
1499. 
Great 
plague. 


1500. 
King and 


queen fly 
to Calais. 
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or Bunbhill- fields’, within the manor of Finfbury",: 
were by the mayor and commonalty of Londen, 
converted intova‘large field, containing 11 acresy’ 
and 11 perches, now known by the name of »the’ 
love uns Artillery-ground, for their train-bands, archers,’ 


and other military citizens, to exercife in. 
The next year:proved fo plentiful, that the: 
wheat fell from 20s. to 4s.) per quarter:,and 
wine was at 10s.. per hogfhead: and bay-falt at 
“4d. the bufhel.” This was checkered by a dread- 
ful -_plague, that ‘carried off 20,000 fouls, and 
upwards, in this city, (fays Fadian, then in Lon- 
don) and it having. over-ran many parts of the 
kingdom, the siAB, after removing from place to 
place, repaired with :his confort to Calais, in 


“France. Here his majefty had: an interview. with 


1 Including all the ground from Chifwwell- frreet, northward 
to Old-firtet, part of which Bunbil] was converted into a bu- 
sial- place, by the mayor and citizens of London, and confe- 
erated as a common cemetery for the poor,» during the. plague 
in1665.. Forthis purpofe this ground. was inclofed with a 
brick wall, at the charge of the city: and there being found 
no want of this burial-place, the ground was let upon léafe to 
one Tindal, who converted the fame into a burial-grot und, as 
it is at this time, for diffentters that don’t chufe to lie inhumed 


°°" ia parochial way.. i vid wast 


10" kinfbary, which derives its name ‘Gor the moor or, fen 


on which it bordered, is a very ancient manor, and was 2 
prebend of Sr, Pau/'s cathedral in 1104, and has been held 


by leafe from the prebendary, by the: mayor and. commotis of 


London, with the confent of the dean and chapter of S. St.Paul, 
ever fince the zzd of May 1315, under divers conditions,. In 
1595 the rent was raifed, upon a new-leafe for go. years, to 


tgl. 138, 4d. per ann. Which leafe by divers renewals is 


continued at the fame rent to the year 1784. 


I ; the 


. 
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the Prentb king, who treated Henry with the moft A. D. 
profound refpect, even fo far aso to ftile him his ae 
patron, his father and his protector. Of which Hig fe 
behaviour his’ majefty wrote a particular account gecneh 
to the lord mayor and aldermen of: London; ac-: . 
quainting them likewife with the moft material 
paffages that occurred during the faid interview, 
tothe no fmall fatisfaction of the citizens. 

On the 4th of Offober, 1501, Catherine nbc Catharine 
Arragon, infanta of Spain, landed at Plymouth, ‘leet | 
_ and made her public entry into London on the 12th Her entry, 
of November. ‘The mayor and aldermen received A. D. 
her in their formalities: the ftreets were richly ee 
adorned with filks, velvets, &c. and a variety 
of ftately pageants: and onthe r4thof the fame Marriages: 
month her highnefs was married to 4r¢bur, prince 
of Wales, in St, Paul's cathedral, in the prefence 
of the lord mayor, in a robe of crimfon velvet; 
and of the aldermen in fcarlet gowns: who, after 
the folemnization of the royal nuptials, were 
fumptuoufly entertained in the: gréat hall of the 
bifhop of London’s palace, where the new married; Conduéted 
couple continued, till the king and queen, two days ook 
after, went from Baynard’ s-cafile to hear mafs at, Ste fer. 
Paul’s, and from thence to dine with the princefs at 
the bifhop’s palace, and after dinner took her by 
water to Wefiminfter, efcorted by ‘the lord mayor, 
aldermen, and city companies in their refpective 
barges, beautifully. ornamented with flags, &c. Firtt enter- 

Hitherto the city entertainments were given at-Gryiai, 
Grocer’s-bail,. for want of convenient offices at 
Guildball. “\Nheréfore’ in’ this*fame year, Sir 
Fokn Shaw, lord mayor, caufed kitchens, &c. 

to 


f 
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A.D. to be erected at Guildball, by contributions from 
3500. ‘ - © , ‘ e uf 
the feveral companies; where he firft entertained. 
fildernren 


Frit wait tee aldermen and principal citizens with a mag- 


oe nificent feaft: and he alfo prevailed with his bre= 
ayor 
thewater- thren the aldermen, for the firft time, to accom- 


fide on 


othack, Pany their mayor on ‘horfeback to the water fide, 
A.D. where he took barge for Weftminfter. — rere 
igi On the 2gth of January there was. great re- 

joicings for the efpoufals of, princefs Margaret, by 
proxy, with king Fames IV. of Scotland, which was 
publifhed that day at St. Paul's Crofs. By which 
marriage was entailed upon this realm all. the, 
ridfertennee it has fuftained under. the. teeny of 
Stuarts. 

Flenry This is the year, in. which inn ath Vil. 

hae caufed the chapel,of the Virgin Mary, and a ta- 
vern at the eaft end of Wefiminfler-abbey, to be 
taken down; and erected.on: their fcite the pre- 
fent building. called? Henry VUth’s chapel, at the - 
waft expence of 14,000}, which was equal tor 
84,000 |. at this time... The foundation was oni 
on the 24th of Fanuary. 

Fleet-ditch » Pleet-ditch , otherwife F. “leet- dike, ered: sii 

cleanfed. _ 
year a aoa foduring’, fo as to sia it aaa 


row" Loves 


2m Thist 3s what: bran at different times, a ‘called? Floods 
Flod, Floet, Flecte, or Fleet, all which in the Saxon tongue im-, 
ply a {mall navigable watercourfe or inlet, fuch as the Fleet 
rivulet has been for many ages. Thongh the firft mention. of 
‘this water-courfe under the name of Fleety “does not occur till 
the year 1307, when Henry earl of) Lineoln complained: to a 
pafliament fitting at Cardi/le,'That: the water-courfe under’ 
Firrer-pripce, formerly frequented hyymany frips, was\ then,, 
by encroachments and other obftruétions, rendered ,unnavi- 
LW. ™ . 


for = 
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for large boats with fuel and fith, up to Old- born, a. D. 


or Holboru- bridge. | 
The citizens alfo, about the fame time, ordered Houndt. 


the noxious, filthy place, called Hounds-ditch®, ravi ‘and 
under the eaftern wall of the city, north of A/d- ye ay 
gate, to be arched over and paved. YSIS 1503 
>The company of éaylors and linen-armourers, Feviots 
which had been incorporated by king Edward1V. fee sky 
in the year 1466, was now-fo sail Saclay ime lors 
proved by the number of merchants, and digni- 
fied by king Henry the Vilth’s becoming a mem- 
ber thereof, that they, in the year 1503, petition- 
ed for and obtained a new charter, by which they 
“were re-incorporated by the name and ftileof,  —~ 
The mafter and wardens of the MeRcHanT- | 
Tay ors of the fraternity of St. John the Baptift, 
in the city of London. ; 

oA great fire broke out and confumed. many Fires. 
Soules at the north end of London-bridge, in the 
night of the 21{t. of November: and on the 7th 
of Yanuary following, fome:houfes were. burnt 
down in Thames-ftreet, facing St. Botolph’s church, 

How much foever Henry was pleated to exprefs 
his love and affection towards the Lezdoners; he 
{till looked upon them to be a mine from whence 
he, on certain occafions, might feed his unfatiable. 


© So called from the cuftom of throwing their filth, carrion, 
and efpecially dead dogs, into this part of the city ditch. It 
was into this nafty place, that king Canute ordered Erich, the 
traitor and murderer of king Edmund Ironfide, to be caft, after 
he had been tormented by lighted torches, and drawn from 
Baynard’ s-cafile through the city by the heels, as recorded by 

Richard of Ciciter. 
4 avari- 
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5000 marks 
paid for 
confirming 
Jiberties. 
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avaricious appetite. | He made the merchant-taylors | 
pay dear for their charter: and now he calls upon 


the ‘city for the fam’ of 5000: marks, under the 
pretence of granting them a confirmation of their 
chartered rights and liberties. However, in: this 
ac of confirmation we find particular care-was 


taken to afcertain: the qualifications of brokers, 


K. Henry . 


Viith’s 
charter. 


Strangers 


not to buy _, 


goods to 
fell. 


&c..and to prevent the encroachments made by 
foreigners upon the franchifes’ and cuftoms: of 


London®. And inthis charter of king Henry VIIth, 
dated 23d of Fuly,: A.D. 1505, and in the 2oth 
-year of his i it is amongft fee oe re- | 


cited, | : Wad 
¥i That of all time a which she memory wf 
“omaniis not to the contrary, forthe common- 


“ wealth of the réalr and city aforefaid, it hath 


** been ufed, and by authority of parliament ap- 
‘* proved and confirmed, that:cho ftranger,. from 
*ithe liberty of: the city, may buy or fell from 
“any ftranger from the liberties of the faid city, 


“any merchandize sor wares within the liberties 


‘tof ‘the fame city, upon forfeiture of the fame, 
«The faid mayorand:commonalty, and citizens, 
‘* and their predeceffors, by all the time afore- 


¢ faid, have had and received, and have been 


“© accuftomed to receive, perceive, and have,. to 
‘* the ufe of the fame mayor, commonalty, and 
<¢ citizens, all and all manner. of merchandizes 
** and wares bought and fold within the liberties 


P In the fame form as the charters of the so Edward III, 


on December 4, and of 1 _Righard U. confirmed by parlia~ 


ment. 
¢s of 


« 
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of the fame city as aforefaid, and forfeitures A. D- 


of the fame merchandizes and wares, until of 
late paft time they were troubled or molefted: 
The fame lord Henry the VIIth,: by. his letters 
patent, as aforefaid, for pacifying and taking 
away from henceforth controverfies and ambi- 
guities in that behalf, and to fortify, and by 
exprefs words to explain and declare the liberty 
and.cuftom aforefaid to them the faid mayor 
andcommonalty, and citizens, andotheir heirs 
and fucceflors, ‘and willing the faid liberties ‘to 


be peaceably and quietly had, poffeffed and 
* enjoyed to the faid mayor and commonalty, and 
citizens, and their fucceffors, with . the forfei- 


tures aforefaid, againft the faid late king Henry, 


‘ his heirs and fucceffors, granted, and by his 


faid charter confirmed to the faid mayor and 
commonalty, and citizens, and their fuccefiors, 
that no ftranger from the liberties of the fame 
city may buy or fell from any other {tranger to 
the liberty of the fame city any merchandizes or 
wares within the liberty of the faid city: and 
if any ftranger to the liberty of the fame city 
fhall fell or buy any merchandizes or wares with- 
in the liberty of the fame city of any other 
{tranger to the liberty of the fame city, that 
the fame mayor, commonalty, and citizens, 
and their fucceffors, may have, hold, and re- 
ceive, all and all manner of fuch like mer- 
chandizes and wares fo bought, and to be 


bought, fold, or to be fold, within the liberty 


of the faid city, between whatfoever ftrangers 
®° to 


1503. 
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Forfeitures. 
to ufe of ° 
the city, 


Office of 


gavger. 


a) 
- 
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nw 
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¢ to the liberty of the fame city, as forfeited’; 

andvall the forfeitures of the fame, and alfo the 
penalties, fines, and redemptions whatfoever 
- any ways forfeited, loft, or to be loft, or to be 


forfeited, or due thereon, to the ufe and profit 


of the fame mayor and commonalty, and citi- 


zens, and their heirs and fucceflors, without 
any hindrance of the fame late king, his heirs 


-and fucceffors ; any ftatute, act, or ordinance, 
of us or our progenitors, made to the contrary | 
‘ notwithftanding ; although the fame mayor and 
-commonalty, and citizens of the faid city, or 


their predeceflors, have :before that time ufed, 
abufed, or not ufed thofe:cuftoms and liberties : 


| Saving always, that great men, lords and no- 
bles, and other Engi} and, ftrangers, of what 


condition foever they be, may freely whatfoever 
merchandize engrofs for their families and pro- 

er ufes within the liberties of the -faid city, 
without any forfeitures, lofs, or ‘hindrance 


whatfoever, fo that they do not fell again the 
: faid merchandizes to any other. And further, 


the faid late king, of his more ample grace, 
by his faid letters patent, among other things, 
did give and grant to the mayor, commonalty, 
and citizens of the fame city of London, and 


. : es * 
their fheceffors, the office of gauger within the 


gid city, and the difpofing, ordering, farvey- 
ing, and correction of the fame; to have, 


hold, exercife, and occupy the faid office and 


other premifes, with all fees, profits; ‘and 
emoluments to the fame office in any ‘man- 
“ ner 


% 
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“ner, belonging or) appertaining, .to. the. fame A D. 
‘*, mayor. and commonalty,..and citizens by them- a 
“* felves, or by their fufficient deputy or deputies, 
“ from the 22d day of Augu/?, in the firft year of 
KS his reign, for ever, without any>a¢caunt to be 
“¢ made thereof, .or any other thing rendering and 
“* paying to the faid) lord . Henry. the VIIth, his 
** heirs or fucceffors, as by.the faidJetters patents 
** more plainly may. appear. 

In the year 1507, king\.Henry d ifcharged, at Prifoners 
his own coft, alk: the prifaners in London whofe heen Fae 
debts did not exceed:go'seiyet his majetty per- Arbitrary 


proceed- 
mitted the extortions of Empfou and Dudley ; who, iv ‘gsagainit 
under pretence \of abufes: committed two years oe 
before, by Thomas Kuefworth, in his mayoralty, ere 
2) 


and Roger Grave: and Richard. Shoare, his fheriffs, Cattel,’and 
ordered them to\be dragged to'the Marfhelfea, and "ss, 
there to be confined» without any legal procefs, 1508. 
till they redeemed themfelves with r4g0l. Thelike 

fate had befallen Sir Lawrence Aylemer; who fucceed-’ 

ed Sir William ‘Brown, that: died about the end of 
April in his “mayoralty, this year, and Sir Willian 

Caffel, who were each fined 20001. (for i imaginary 
crimes committed in their offices) had not death ~ 
removed king Henry from the. ftage of this life, 

and thereby put:a ftop to their arbitrary power. 

© About thisctime, Dr. Fobu Collet, dean of St. 
“Paul's, founded a fchool, to be called St. Paui’s 
Achool; at the eat end of St: Paul’s church-yard, 

for aanafter; an ufher, a chaplain, and 159 fcho- 

lars. For the teaching of whom, the founder 
‘appointed a falary of 341. 13s. 4d. for the up- | 
WPL. k. Geg per 
ae 


450 History and Survey of 


A.D. per matter, 171. 6s. 8d. for the uther, orun- 
ee der mafter, and 81. per ann,‘ for the chaplain, or 
cme — in truft to the mercer’s Se ae 


Lvse of eens Mieinasicteani In » the + Reign ¢ of 
» King Henry VII. FY 


ith thé year Si Hugh Brice) © Eayey” 
ad Sir Henry sala | 
3 William Horny: hit SHO a 
42 “OMWRobert Lazeod © wey els at 
6 “Fobn Matthews.2 304 bib-cadedy 
4 bos ugh Cloptonsvione Shp betion 
8 Sir William Martin.) 900 
gn! Ralph Aufirynw0® o.oo 


10 Richard Chawries 6 os 
Tr Sir Henry Colts) © | 
12 Fobu Tatessa duos sd oxraped 


130° ince teaes sober york. Hin 
14... Sir Fobn Percival: ‘ 
15. » Nicholas Aldmine... 


4 2 bd 
16:04 William Frohne  eabsiNeed. 
iF bi TFokn “aes or Shaw. 


- WHLID 


Henry King ie Vil. lef snipes one. se fcc ric was 
v parsie proclaimed by the name and ftile of Henry VIII. 


A.D. on thé 23d of April, and on the 25th, all foreign 
1509 begoars, which now {warmed in) the ftreets, and 
Beggars. 
puffed away became the nurfery of thieves androbbers, were 


driven out of the city, and. i — to ie 4 


a parifhes. 


Se a 
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“On the 2oth of Fane the hing and queen, his A: D. 

majefty being “married:to: his sbrother 4rthur’s _'°°? 
widow, rode from the Lower to. Weftminfier, and antes ae 
were’ moft: folemnly::and> magnificently received ere 
by ithe Londonerss::The ftreets im general, were ceived. 
richly fet‘off with filks!and: tapeftry 5 but,part of 
Cornhill, and the fouthrfide, called Gold{mith’s-row, 
in Cheapfide, «were hyngewithigold brocades.. The 
magiftrates andithe companies attended, the joyous 
occafion ‘in their formalities, and the’ people rent 
the heavens with loud’huzzas..; And to rivet. the 
affections of the citizens, he commanded the evil 
counfellors, “Lmp/fon and Dudleyy to the tower,. the 
Jate. king’s commiffioners .to raife. money upon 
penallaws ; for which they’ were condemned and 
attainted by parliament, and beheaded |.on Tower- 
Bill, on the 18th,of Auguf, 1510: and. divers. of 
their underftrappérs, {uch as folicitors,  meffen- 
gers, &c. were pilloried in Corubill, and forced to 
ride with» papers on their heads,, and. with | their 
faces towards the horfe’s tail. slat 

The: city watch, which in thefe times; when ali 
there is greater property. and more. danger in watch. oe 
London, is committed to feeble, and not. always 
to poor men of the beft charafter; was then more 
refpectable, and confifted. of fubftantial citizens, 
with a magiftrate, of fome dignity at. their head, 
in every coi ; and who hada folemn march 
twice every year, onthe eve of St. Fobu Baptif, and 
on the eve of the feaft of St. Peter and Paul, in this 
manner: The city, mufic preceded the lord mayor’s 
officers in party-coloured liveries:. then followed 

Gg2 the 
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gic. 


His Toor vy) and, SWRVEX: Of 7 


thé fwordzbearery on horfeback; in| beautiful: ar- 


_ mour, beforectle -Idrd) mayor, mounted alfo on 


aa ftately horfe Vichly caparifoned, attended by: 2 


- giant and: twopages, onvhorfeback, three; pages 


> antsy moricesdancers aid=fdotmenis: the fheriffs 


marched next,’ preceded. alfo' by: their .officers' in 


proper” Jiveries} oad attended by their giants; - 


pages, morice-dancers, and pageants ; \then ‘fol; 
towed a large-body of demi-lancers in brightar- 
our Concttately horfes ; and.after. ‘them aibedy 
éf icavabineer‘in. white fuftian coats, ~ with; the 
eity arms upon'their backs and breafts: acdivifién 
of archers, “with their bows: bent, and: fhafts of 
aetows by their fide + 'a “party-of pikemen in crof- 
jét8 and ‘helafets<va’ body of halberdeers ih! crof- 
1éts'and helmets-alfo » andsa°great party of: tbill- 
fief With helmers'and aprons of mail, brought 
vp the’ rears ‘the whole: confifting of about 2000 
men, in fevéral:divifions, with muficians;> drums, 
‘findards’ andenfions, rankediand anfwering each 


ue other 1 in proper places 3: 3) whoomarched «from othe 
Conduit at the weft end sof \Cheap/fide, throngh 


Cheap hie Poriltry, Cornbilly,and Leadenbail-firees, 
to Mldz ate’, afid back ‘agains through Fepchurch- 
fireet, Gractthurch-fireet,) Cornhill, and-fo back 4o 
¢he conduit from whence itfirft: fet out 3:a}lumi- 
cated with '940 creffets, or large lanthorns, fixt 
‘at’ the ends of poles, and ‘carried ‘on men’s fhoul- 


‘ders y of which 200 were provided at the expence 


of fie city 500 at the ‘expence of the incorpo- 
‘rated companies : : and 240'at the expence °6f “the 
“ety conftables lias befides thefe the freéts were 


oe 
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wellilighted with a great number of lamps hung A: D. 
againft» the houfes: on each fide, decorated with sda 
garlands of flowers and greens. . King Heury, in- K. Henry 
formed of this noéturnal parade, ‘came iNCOg. A a 
dreffed in the habit of a yeoman of the guard, 

into the city on St, Fobn’s eve, and was fo highly. 
delighted with the fight thereof, that he returned Returns to 
withhis royal confott, attended by. the principal Noe 
nobility, on St. Peter’s eve, and ftood in Cheap- 

fide to fee the ftately miarch of the city watch re- 

peated on St. Peter’s and Paul’s vigil. | 

Fabian relates, that Sir Wilkam Fitzwilliam, SieWilliam 
alderman of Bread-freet ward, refufed to ferve the eng 
office of fheriff, and retired to Milton in North. *"ch'fed, 
amptonflire , for whichhe was disfranchifed. He His pro- 
afterwards was greatly efteemed, and highly ho- iene 
moured by his fovereign, who made him knight 
of the gatter, keeper of the privy feal, ‘endl 
chancellot of the duchy of Lancafter; all gen 
_ places he enjoyed at the time.of his death. 

A fcarcity of. corn being apprehended, in the Provifion 
year 1511, the lord mayor, Roger Achiley, ftored nave a- 
Leadenball, the city granary, with all forts of: see 
grain.. And in this mayoralty Moorfield s. WEr€ Moorfields 
levelled, and bridges and caufeways were erected Jevelled. 
over them, in order to render them paffable, Lethe. 
which at this time extended from London-wall, on 
the fouth, to Hoxteu, on the north fide. 

jA,cannot without great furprize obferve, that af ort 
Wiese hitherto had been no le gal reftraint on the cenced, 

_ practice of | phy/c,. till’ this third year of king 
ree VILL. when.it was enacted, that none fhould 
G Ss 3 practife 
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A.D: pradtife phyfic ot furgery within the city of London; 
> ee feven miles round, unlefs:he were firft exaniined, 
atid approved-by -the ‘bithop °of London,|-or'the 
dean :of- S¢.Paul’s, (which fhould call to’his af- 
fiftanice ‘four doétors of phyfics and for furgerys 
other perfons | expert in that faculty) upon pain 
of forfeiting 51. every month fuch perfons fhould 
eneoup cic PraCete lyn or forgery: bib pea thus wi 
mitted. 
Mini est, “Tt is alfo to’ be scfnankedl in the year: orate, 
Anced, uwiae Liernnie year that the [tekan form of ibis, 3 
rade was introduced into. this nation. When 
king Henry, on twelfth-day at night, ith eleven 
more, difguifed with long flowing garments, 
wrought all in gold, and with mafks and caps of 
gold tiffue, preceded by fix gentlemen alfo in 
mafquerade, with filk garments, and torches in 
their hands, entered the ball room after fupper, 
and each took out a lady to dance; and thus ‘con- 
tinued the reft of the evening. 
Firein the A great fire happened A. D. 4512 in the tower 
tp. Of London, which burnt the chapel in eliet ‘part 
1512. called the White Tower. 

The law made in the 11 Henry VII. rete: 
to juries not proving effectual, it was reconfidered 
in the 4 Henry VIII. A. D. 1512, and then en- © 

Power of acted by authority of parliament, That the fhe- 
{area riffs of London and Middlefex thould be impower- © 
janes, ed to impannel juries for the city courts, and that — 
each juror, fo impannelled, to be a citizen worth — 
Fine for 100 marks; and to forfeit 1s. 8d. for non-ap- 
tending pearance upon his firft fummons, 3s. 44. for the — 
railed, 0 ; | fecond — 


. 
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fecond default, and double the penalty for every 
default afterwards. 
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Thé: landholders’ about Ilington, Hoxton, and Rioters 


Shoreditch, having inclofed their grounds, and de- 
barred the'citizens from the pleafure of traverfing 
thofe fields, and exercifing there the artof fhoot- 
ing with bows and arrows, as they had been ac- 
cuftomed, the enraged populace, fpirited up by 
a fellow who ran about the ftreets, like a merry- 
andrew, crying /pades and fhovels, affembled in a 
riotous manner, and with thofe tools, foon level- 


Jed the hedges, banks, and ditches, lately made 
in thofe fields. ‘To enquire into which riot a com- 
amiffion was iffued by his majefty, which fat in 


Grey-friars, now called Chrif?’s-bo/pital: where 
the lord-mayor and aldermen were ordered to at- 
tend, and to give an account of the caufe of that 
tumult; and were feverely reprimanded, and 


ftridtly enjoined to prevent the like ee 
againit the city for the future *, 


On the rgth of May, in the sth year of this 


reign, the title of the Mof Chrifiian King was tranf- 


ferred by pope Fulias Il. from the French king to 
the king of England, by authority of the Jateran- 
council, then fitting: which title was accordingly 
publifhed in the moft folemn manner, at St, Paul’s 


a Sir Richard Baker relates, ‘* That though the king’s 
** council were at firft offended, yet the mayor and city fhew- 
‘*-ed fuch reafons, that they refted fatisfied, and the fields 
‘* were never fince hedged.” viz. down to the time when Sir 
Richard finihhed his Hiftory of England, 25 Car. Il. 


Gg4 —— ¢athes 


pull down 


inclofures. 
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thereon, 
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cathedral, on’ the Sunday following, . witht great 


Car a 


rejoicings throughout the whole.city. . 
‘Alderman Fabian writes, that the fot in-I Bas 

was fo hard, that carriages of all forts paffed. be. 

tween Weftiminfter and Lambeth upon the ice) 


May-day *, by diverting themfelves in the neigh- 


bouring woods and sieadows ; and, continues this’ 


dhiftorian, this diverfion was become fo great» a 


fathion, that it engaged the king and queeny this 


year, attended by their nobles, tovride a -maying, 


_ from Greenwich to the top of Shooter’ s-hill,on May-day 


Robin. 
Hood and 
his men, 


Entertain 
ote 

the king 

and queen 
and nobi- 


lity, 


_ in the morning. » In:this exctirfion; their majefties 


were defignedly tét by 200. yeomen, cloathéd ih 
sreen, with green hoods, aid bows and arrows, 


cundera captain’ named» Rolin: Hood: Robin ad- 


drefied the King: to ftop and :fee lis: men hoot, 


which they pit fortied moft dextronfly at once; at 


his whiftle; and tlicir arrows »were fo contrivéd in 
the heads, thdt they alfo whiftled when: thot off, 
with a ftrange and loud noife, that greatly de- 


lighted his royal guelts ; ; whom Robimafterwards 
-conduéted, into the green-wood, ahd entertained 
plentifally with wine and venifon, under arbours — 
‘Inade of boughs and decked with flowers, 0 


b Thefe {ports were bégun by ferting up 4 pole or great 


fhaft, called a may-pole, at certain places, in a folemn manner, , 


with imufic, fiiging, dancing and dtinking. ‘The principal 


of which was fet wp in Zeadenball-freet; facing the church of 


; Bi Andreev, called framathpnite St. Andrew under Shaft. 


Faerie 


Tre was an ancient cuftom, fays Hall, in his. 
chronicle, for the citizens of London to celebrate © 


as | 


a Es ee 


4 
| 
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Every thing upon this occafion ended very joy- A. D. 
ous. _ But it was quite otherwife on the May-day te 
in. 1517, which had like to have proved very fatal abe ay: 
to London; occafioned by the artificers, who sive 
thought themfelves aggrieved by permitting ftran- hs: 
Bers to -exercife trades, and to refort to London 
with their wares, in prejudice to the freemen; and 
prévailed with oné Dr. Be//, or Bele; to efpoufe 
their caufe in the pulpit, at the Spital, on Tuefday, © 
in Eafter-week. . This door firft read a bill of 
complaint, given to him by one Fobn Lincolne, a 
broker, in the name of the merchants and’ arti- 
ficers, and contained grievances that many found 
from ftrangers, for taking the livings away from 
artificers, and the intercourfe frvin merchants 5 
and fetting forth, that the redrefs muft come from 
the commons united’ together: for as the hurt 
touched all men ; fo muft all fet to ‘their helping 
hands, Then he took thefe words for his text, Dr. Bell's 
“« The heavens to the Lord of Heaven; but the Zlib cay 
** earth is given to the children of men.” From 
whence the doétor fhewed, That as this land was 
given to Englifhbmen, and as birds defend their 
 hefts ; fo ought Exgli/fbmen to cherifh and main+ 
tain chersfelves; and to hunt and drive out aliens, 
for the good of the commonwealth. And from 
another text, Fight for your country, he affirmed, 
that by God’s law they were juftified and. com- 
manded to fight for their country, and therefore, - 
that it was their duty to drive out ftrangers froin 
their city. This Boifoned: the” people in fuch a tis bad ef. 
Panner, that, taking advantage alfo of fome bad fs 

actions 
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Mefiuage 
from Car- 
dinal 
Woolfey 
tothe lord- 
mrayor. 


Refolu- 


tions for 
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actions doné: by ftrangers *, feveral young men, 
on the 28th of pri/, began the prelude to -the 
intended: riot,»-by. affaulting foreigners as they 
walked along the ftreets.. For which the lord: 
mayor committed Steven Studley, Steven Betts, &Ci 
to prifon: and. a rumour was foon fpread, and 
gained credit,» That. it was intended, on May-day 
following, to murder all foreigners found withia 
the city and its Hberties, | 2 viteG 

'» This rumour reaching the king’s council; Car: 
dinal /oolfy informed the lord-mayor thereof, 
and advifed him to be upon his guard and to pre- 
vent fuch a riotous attempt. For which purpofe, 
the lord-mayor, returning from the cardinal?’s about 
4 0clock in the afternoon, on the eve of May-day, 


fummoned his brethren the aldermen to meet him ~ 


at Guildball immediately, who, with the appro- 


keepingthe bation of the cardinal, came to this refolution, 


peace of 
phe city. 


That every man fhould be commanded to fhut up 


¢ A carpenter in London, called Williamfon, had. bought 
two pigeons in Cheapfide, and, as he was paying for them, a 
Frenchman {natched them out of his hand, faying, That they 
were not meat for a carpenter. Well, faid Wiliiam/on, ‘Thave 


bought them, and I will have them. No, replied the French. } 


man, 1 will have them for my lord ambaflador. Words arofe 


from hence, and complaint being made to the French ambafla- — 


dor, he aggravated the matter in fuch, a manner to the Jord- 
mayor, that the poor Carpenter was committed to gaol, And 
when Sir Yohn Baker applied to the French ambaffador to par- 
don the carpenter, he could obtain no other anfwer, than, 
** By the body of God, the Exgli4 knave ought to have loft 


..4* his. life, for denying any thing to a French man.” See 


Baker’s Chron, p, 264. 


re . 
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his doors and to keep his fervants within: and it A. D. 


was .accordingly ordered and publithed by. the 
‘alderman in each ward, That no: man after, nine 
o’clock fhould ftir out of his houfe, but keep. his 
— doors fhut, and his fervants owriphins until nine 
~ o'clock in the morning, 


4517 


While this order was yet publifhing, and not folly Riot began 


known, it unfortunately happened that Sir Joba Mun- 
dy, inhis way home, being pertly ufed by two young 
men playing at bucklers, in Cheap, whom he com- 
manded to leave off and depart to their refpective 
dwellings, ordered one of them to be fent to the 
Compter. The ’prentices looking on refitted. the 
alderman, and refcuing the young man, cried out, 
prentices, *prentices! clubs, clubs! and in an in- 
ftant the ’prentices fallied out from every door 
with clubs and other weapons, and put the alder- 
man to flight. This began the riot: who being 
joined by fervingmen, watermen, &c. there were 
__affembled between fix and 700 men in Cheap, and 
- about 300 in $+. Paul's church-yard, before 14 
o'clock, . They now gathered from all quarters of 


the city, and broke open the compter, from 


whence they releafed the rioters who had been 
committed by the lord-mayor for affaulting the 
foreigners: and took Studley and Betts out of 
Newgate, who had been committed for the ieaiiel 
offence. 

Proclamation was made in the king’s name. by 
the mayor and fheriffs ; but without regard, The 
mob increafed; and provoked further by one 
_ Nicholas Dennis, ferjeant at arms, who at S¢. 
Martin’s 
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A.D. Martin's spate cried; Down with them, committed 
- 5t7° great. damage td the houfes and’ inhabitants of ‘St. 
Sankey Martins-le-grand and plundered the houfe of 


one Mewtas, a Pitcard or Frenchman, with whom 


harbouted feveral of his countrymen, in Léaden- 


| hall-fireet, and other houfes of ftrangers.) © 
Rioters | About thréé in the morning the rioters difperfed 
sid on their own accords ‘afraid peers of erie 


cy? under tie Bthinahd of the earls éf: Shrew 
bury and Surry, bcc. and deterred from proceeding 
further eaftwatd by thé firé from the tower of 
London, whofe lieutenant difcharged feveral canton 


gootaken into the city on this occafion. But the mayor by 


and impti- 


foned, this time was fo well provided, that he picked up 
300 of them, and committed them to the ‘Tower, 
Newgate, and the Compiers: fo that the riot’ was 
‘quelled’ before’ the King’s forces atrived, ’ about 
‘five o'clock in the morning. Dri Bell was‘ alfo 
apprehended fot his feditious férmon, and {ent to 


‘the Yower: and a commiffion of oyer and termi- - 


her was immediately made out to try the offend- 
Anajgned fs, on the 2d of May, at Guildball. They 
‘pleaded not guilty: and the 4th of a was ‘there 

-foré appointed for trial. ° 
The commiffioners were the lord: -mayor, tiie 


“duke of Norfolk, the earl of Surry, &c. who ac- — 


cordingly came to fit, on the 4th of May, ‘in the 
“Guildball of London. The duke ‘of Norfolk éame 
into the ‘city e{corted ‘by 1300 men, and the pri- 
‘foners, to t he numbet of sth oe fome men, 

fe 5 fatne 
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fome.lads not. exceeding. 14 years) of age, were Ax D. 
brought, tied with ropes, through the city, ..,., id 3 

_ John Lincolne, and feveral more were indi@ed tales sy i 
and found guilty, and adjudged, with 13 more. 
next day, to be drawn, hanged _ and. quartered,» 

And for the, greater terror, ten, pair of gallows. 10 ae 
were fet. up, namely, at, ddgate, Blanchapelon, 
Gra/s-ftreet,, Leadeuhall, before each comptery: at 
Newgate, at St. Marun’s, ,at-Alderfgate, and at 
Bifhopfgate ; all:made to run.upon wheels, for the 
conveniency of «moving them. to fuch places: as 

might be directed for the executions ‘of fuch 4 

large number of rioters. | Accordingly Linco/ne; Executions 
Sherwin, andtwo brothers, named Betts, andfuch 

Others as appeared to ,be the ringleaders, were 

drawn upon hurdles to the.ftandard in Cheapfde. 
Lincolue. was. executed ; but as, the. reft were about | 
to be turned off, their reprieve arrived from the Repriéver! 
king, to the great joy of the. fpectators,.. who 
unanimoutly fhouted, .God fave the king... 

After this, his majefty refiding at Greenwich; ya! Ob 
the, Jord-mayor, recorder, and diyets aldermen, » nbn ; 
in .mourning gowns, waited upon the king, and 
being admitted. to the door of. the privy-chamber, 
from whence his majefty came,to them, attended 
by | feveral. of. his nobles, the recorder addreffed 
his. majefty i in thefe words: ‘* Moft natural, be- 
<< nign, and. our fovereign lord, we well know 
<“ that your grace is highly difpleafed with,us,of 
“‘ your city of London, for the great: riot done 
*¢ and committed there ; wherefore we affure your 
S6 race, that none of us, nor no honeft perfon, 

s¢ were 
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A.D. were condefeehding" to that enormity : yet we}: 
_* our wives, and children, every hour lament that’ 

“* your favour fhould be taken from us: and for- 
afmuch as light and idle perfons- were the doers’ 


“* of the fime)'we moft humbly befeech your grace’ 


to have’ mercy on us for our negligence, and 
** compaffion on the offenders for their’ offences 
‘* and trefpaffes.” ©The king’s anfwer was \not 
agreeable. to. their: ‘withes... He’ accufed® them 
of negligence ‘to oppofe ‘the : rioters with al] their 
power,'| and ‘of ‘conniving at ‘the ‘matter: there- 


King’s an- forey:faid "he, *¢: We. will neither grant you our — 


fwers | 66s favour hor good: will, nor to the offenders mer- 


“cy: but refortto“our lord-chaneellor, ‘andvhe 

“* fhall declare to you our pleafure?)°> ©) ©) 

King fits © By direction from cardinal Woolfey, then chancel- 
in Sate in lor, they refolvéd‘ to’ wait upon his majefty, ‘who 
fter-hall, 
On’ which day’ the’ lord- -mayor, recorder, alder- 

men, and many principal commoners, attending 
_Intheir liveries, his majefty, attended alfo by the 
‘cardinal, the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, the earls 


of Wlthire, | Surry, Shrewfbury, and Effex; and 


many other nobles, and chief officers of the crown, 
placed ‘under 4 canopy of ftate at the upper end 
of Weftminfter-ball, ordered thé’ prifoners to be 
grt prifon- Drought before him; and they were accordingly 
lsd brought, to the number of 400 men and eleven 


a aug ‘women, in their fhitts, tied two and two together 
irts, be- 


fore him. ‘With ropes; and with halters about their necks. - 


Which fight wrought fo effe€tually upon the com- 
paffion of the nobility, that they joined earneftly 
4 and 


was expected at Weftminfler on the 22d of May) 


ts eg ee 
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and heartily in foliciting the king fortheir pardon: A. D. 
‘Then filence being proelaimeds and the city ma- ii 
giftrates and itemonaley being ordered into the 

king’s prefence, the cardinal-chancellor fharply City magi« 
rebuked them for their negligence firft, and then; anil 
{peaking to the ‘prifoners, told them, That they 

had incurred the penalty of death by their breach 

‘of the laws of the realm, ‘and for offending againft 

his majefty’s crown and dignity. - This. haifa a 

-‘moft piteous lamentation’ and-cry, faying, Mercy, 
gracious Lord, mércy.' Which wrought fo power- 

fully upon the king’s humanity, ‘that he yielded 

to the intreaties of his courtiers, and pronounced Criminals 
‘them: pardoned ;'to the \inexpreffible joy: of ‘the a. 
‘whole city. And foon after the: ten: ‘gallows were 

taken down. | , 

-“Phefe rioters were called the Bhaceltbae and 
the day, on which this riot was made, was thence- 
forward called Evil-may-day : an event that put a 
great damp’ upon the “mayings “and may games at 
London from that time. 

‘Tr was-on the firft of February, ALD. 1 BI7- 18, Court of 
‘the common-council of London paffed an‘act for se ph 
erecting a court of confcience, otherwile called a A. D. 
court of requefis, whereby it was enacted, ‘* That bin 
*¢ the lord-mayor and aldermen, for the time be- 
“ing, -fhould monthly affign and appoint two 
PRR Me NEN Sind FUP Cicrece tlitanttonery'20%e st 
*° Guildball in a judicial manner, twice a week, 

“* tz. on Wednefdays and Saturdays, there to hear 
*© and determine all matters brought before them 
*6 between party and party, being citizens and 

‘© freemen 
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A.D. ‘+, freemen.of London, in all.cafes,: where, the due 

ayeet Sf, debt, or! damage did not exceed 408."? This 
vas, to continue only for two years... However, 
_ Its, utility was,.in, that time. fo well experienced, 
* that. it was continued till, -eftablifhed finally, by: an 
act of parliament, 3d of, Sames, Ladle cocinn; Melis 


Sweating- hs The. jweatigg -fi cknefs. appeared. again. eg 


ficknels. about. the fame time,. and, carried off a Greater 

ber of CUBES ss nes ier e* yiisjariheid 
Seffions of Lhe citizens of. Pett daily. fenfible more iad 
peace re- more of the difhonogr and i Angonyeniencies arifing 


from St. to them from their feflions .of -peace being, held | in 


Martin’s le 


SS * the monaftery. of St. Martin-le-grand, a, foreign 
Guildbally Iibenty, ,petition: his majefty King Heury VILL. to 


i¢19. repeal that. part of King Edward. TiId’s. charter. 
Unto whofe humble requeft his majefty gracioufly 
attended, and granted them. the ‘GlnFiag: Lal 


Bee 
Chie fia aa ‘9 the. grace. per God, king oof pe 


King Hen-.¢¢ Jand and France,. and lord of Ireland,. to all, to 
“© whom thefe letters fall, come, greeting. © 


ry VIII. 


_& Whereas, Edward. Ill. fometime, King, of ing- 
ux land, . our: ‘progenitor, - by. his letters RAED 
; si -amongft other, things, hath, granted t to, the e,Citl- 
“tgens of the city. of. London,, that.all inguifitions 
tik hence. fo be, taken, byt the juttices and other 
Si thee minifters of. the men of the faid city, ould 
S< hoe taken. at. Great St, Martin's in London, and 
«6 not. elfewhere,. except, inquifitions to be. taken 


se in, circuits in. the tower, of Loudony and for the a 


$6 gaol delivery of Newgate : Know ye, that we, 
“ for fome. urgent caules reafonable us JDOYING, 


© 
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at the petition of the mayor and commonalty 
aforefaid, and of the citizens/of the faid city, 


have of our fpecial grace, and from our certain 


knowledge and meer motion granted, and by 


thefe prefents do, for us and our heirs, as much 
‘-as in us-isy grant to the faid mayor and com- 
smonalty, and unto: their fuccefiors, and unto 
the fame citizens of the fame'city, that all ine 


quifitions, by the juftices or other our mini: 


of the men of our-city aforefaid, {hall be taken 
at the guildhall within our city aforefaid, or at 
any other place within the fame city, where it 


+ fhall, from time to time, be thought to our 
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1519. 


fters, or,of our heirs, to be from henceforth 


juftices for the time being, before whom thof:. 


inquifitions ought hereafter to:be taken, moft 
expedient, and moft convenient, and not-elfe- 
Where, except.inquifitions to be taken) at the 
circuits of the tower of Londow; and for the 


‘ gaol-delivery: of Newgate... In'witnefs whereof 
‘ we have catifed.-thefe-our letters to be made 


patents. Witnefs myfelf at Wefiminfer, the 
fixteenth day of Yune, in the tenth year of our 
reign,” | aan pad: bak Shean 
The‘ act for reftraining the practice of phyfic,. 


in the 3d of Hen. VIII. having brought the fa- 
culty into better ‘repute, and put the moft able 
phyficians upon meafures to keep out ignorant 
"pretenders, applied to his majefty for a charter 
of incorporation to enable them to frame proper 
regulations for practitioners: which was granted 
on the 23d of September, 1519. By this charter 


Vou. I. Hh they 
10 


College of 
phyficians 
incorporate 


ed. 
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JAS BA they were allowed a common feal, and to chufe a 
sista) prefident annually ; to purchafe lands and tené. 
ments; to make ftatutes and ordinances for the 
government and correction of their college, and 
of all perfons prattifing phyfic within feven miles 
of the city; to chufe annually four perfons to exa- 
‘mine and govern all the phyficians of the city and 
fuburbs within feven miles round, and to punifh 
them for their offences in not performing, mak- 
ing, and neglecting their medicines and receipts, 
by fines and imprifonments: and to exempt-'the 
prefident and all the members of the college a 
phyficians from ferving upon juries, So vris 
City ditch The city ditch, Fins Aldgate to the poftern on 
— fcoured. — Fpawer-bill, was cleanfed and fcouered this Ace 
year, and coft the fum of 951. 3s. ad. — 
Plague. London was vifited with an infectious eifternpet? 
re that carried off a great number of ‘its prengscesnes 
epithe year a gets 
We find little in the pnnils 4g the njstar tt 
for almoft four years to come, but the fplendid 
appearance made by the citizens on the arrival of 
the emperor Charles V. and. of Chri v. of 
_ Denmark and his queen. 

Charles V. came upon a vifit to King Lew bia 
his queen the emperor’s aunt. Their mdjefties and 
the principal nobles conduéted him from the palace 

at Greenwich to London, which, on that occafion, 
was adorned in the moft coftly and beautiful man- 
ner, and with a variety of magnificent pageants. 
Reception At their approach to the city, the mayor, alder- 


f th ~ 
seror, men, and fherifts, received them in their formali- 
Sharles Vv. | ties, 


Rejoicing. 


‘ 
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ties, attended by 4 great number of principal citi- A.D. 
‘zens on horfeback; fichly accoutred, and con- *>?”" 
ducted through ‘the city to Black-friars, where the 
emperor was to lodge; and the prince and nobles 

in his retinue to theirs in Bridewell new palace. 

This fell out in the yéar 15225 and, in the year 
following, they, with the urmoft fplendor, received 

King Chriftian and his'quéen, upon a vifit alfo, Reception 
During their abode in London their majelties were sphgtii F 
lodged in the bifhop 6f Bath's palace. The pomp- kis of 
ous march of thé city watch on St. Peter’s eve March of 
happening during their ftay in London, their ma: san 
jefties, attended by the prime nobility, were con. 4. D. 
ducted to the King’s head in Cheapfide to fee ir, 573 
and were afterwards fumptuoufly entertained by 

the mayor Sir Thomas Baldry. 

In the mean time Henry, in want of money to Loan of 
carry on a war againft France, borrowed 20,000], 7%°°°! 
of the city: but he could not get it from them 
without a good deal of difficulty and difeuft. 

The citizens were greatly terrified by the prog- Citizens 
noftications of almanack-makers and others that Ae le 
called themfelves aftronomers, and undertook to aking 
foretell great damage would be done by rains and makees 
inundations in the month of February, 1524. 

Many withdrew to the adjacent hills and high 
grounds for fear of being drowned: amongit 
whom was Bolton, prior of St. Bartholomew's in 
Smithfield, who built a houfe at Harrow on the bill, 
and retired thither, having laid in provifion for 
two months. However this was all imagination ; 
and an example, amongft many other, of the 

Hh 2 Overs 


Arbitrary 
tux impof- 
ed. 


money in an illegal manner... Henry, fecing this 


RABeed: 
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Benevo- 
lence de- 
manded. 


City’s an- 
{wer. 
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over-credulity by which we are led to pay atten- : 
tion to impofitions and improbable devices. » No 


fuch thing happened as had-been prognofticated: 
and the aftronomers excufed themfelves by faying, 
that they had mifcalculated one hundred years in 
their computation. But time has Biot them 
altogether erroneous, : 
A.D, 1525, the nation was greatly difeutted 
with the arbitrary attempts of the court to raife 


univerfal difcontent, and that the people were 
ready to break out into a general rebellion, openly 
difavowed the cardinal’s irregularities, and wrote 
a letter to the mayor and citizens of London, with a 
declaration, that he would not exaé& any thing of 
his people by compulfion, nor.demand any thing 


but by way of benevolence, as-had been oe oneal 


by his predeceffors. Bi a3 
Accordingly the cardinal fent for the lord- -mayor 
and aldermen, and, having expatiated largely on 


the gracious condefcenfion ine his majefty to remit — 


the payment of a fixth of all their effects, and, 
in lieu thereof, had. only appointed them. to pay. 
a certain benevolence, defired them to return and 
make proper affeffments in their feveral wards. for 
raifing the fame, The recorder anfwered, .That 
fuch benevolences had been abolifhed by the ft 
of Richard Il. To which* the cardinal replied, 


“© That Richard was an ufurper and tyrant, amur= 


“¢ derer, and one of the greatetft criminals : that 
® he had no power to make. a law; and that. no 
‘* act of fuch a monfter could be binding upon an 

| Bem 4 “ abfolute 
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“€-abfolute and lawful monarch, as King Henry A.D. 
“* their fovereign was: and therefore the dityar ° 
“argument could avail them nothing.” | His Craft of 
eminence then tried what he could do with the’ Woolley. 
magiftrates feparately, to know what each of the. | 
aldermen would be willing to contribute. He be- 
gan with the lord-mayor; who Ingenuoufly told- 
him, That he could make no anfwer to fuch a 
queftion till he had confulted the common-council 
thereon. He then defired thé mayor and alder- 
men, in their private capacities, to contribute 
what they thought proper. However the magi- 
{trates remained firm; but yielded {0 far as to te- 
port the cardinal’s propofal to the common-council. 
Which was fo ftrongly refented, that the court Of Refolute 


common-council moved for expelling Richard Green 


by the com 


ham, Fobn Hewfter, and Richard Gibfon, three of 2 amd 
their members, for daring to fpeak in favour of fo” 


- great an impofition; and broke up in a great fer- 


ment, without coming to any refolution. Thus Rencvo. 
came to nought the oppreffive method propofed !**°"4'°?* 
by cardinal Yool/ey, to raife money without confent 

of parliament: a deliverance entirely owing to the 

noble ftand of the city of London againk the ini- 
quitous fehemes of minifterial power. 

. The plague raged fo fiercely this year in London, Plague. 
that the king removed to Eltham: and the city 
‘was fo deferted, that the Michaelmas term was ad- 
journed; and the great feftival of Chrif’s nativity, 

that year, has always been called the /til/ Chriftmas. 

By an act of common-council, in the year 1526, Ag of 


it was enacted, That no citizen fhould prefuine faa 
7 Q about fell- 
: h 3 > ing of woad 
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to buy, fell, or have any intercourfe in a mercan- 


tile way, with any foreign importers of wood. | 
In 1427 there was a public entry of two Preach 
ambafiadors extraordinary into this city. - Apart- 


“ments were provided for them and their numerous 


attendants’ in the bifhop of London's palace: and. 


Famine. 


Cardinal 
Woolfey’s 
attempt tg 
keep up * 
trade, St 


the lord-mayor, in the name ef the citizens, made | 
each of them a prefent of five fat oxen, twelve. 
fheep, twelve fwans, twelve cranes, twelve phea-. 


fants, four dozen of partridges, twenty fugar-. 


loaves, eight hogtheads of wine, and all ie i of 


{pices, Ge. | , 

Famine did, this fame year, oie ojiiel havock: 
in London. But, by a feafonabie fupply « of 1000 
quarters « of corn given by the king, and the dili- 


gence and care with which the mayor and fheriffs 
exerted themfelves to prevent the populace” from. 


committing excefles and plundering the baker's, 
carts coming from Stratford, and by thei importation. 


of vatt quantities of wheat: and rye from Danizick, 
the Londoners were better provided, and, fooner. 
delivered out of their diftrels, than any other part 


of the nation. ‘This, however, was not the. only 
misfortune of this time. A Spanifo war. had en- 


tirely deprived England of the trade for woollen, 


manufactures with the imperial dominions. T his 


ftagnation occafioned a vatt relaxation of: bufinefs ; 7 
and the clothiers: were obliged to difmifs their, 
workmen and fervants : which threatened an ine 


furrection in divers parts of the kingdom. The 
cardinal-minifter therefore had. recourfe to this ex- 


pedient: He ordered the merchants of London to. 
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take or order cloths, €¥c. as ufual, upon pain of his 4: D. 
majefty’s difpleafure, and of removing the cloth- way 
market from Blackwell-hall to Wefminfter. But 
they paid no regard to fuch threats: neither did 
the court think proper to enforce the faid removal 
of the cloth-market. 

But this yeat “ is memorable for an n act of cOM- A& con- 
mon-council *, whereby it was ena@ted—‘* That 6°" 


freemen 
4 


if hereafter any freeman or freewoman of this and ap- 
‘* city take an apprentice, and within the term Doha 
‘¢ of feven years fuffer the fame apprentice to go Sus f° Pe 
*¢ at his large liberty and pleafure; and within child. 
‘* and after the {aid term agree with his {aid ap- 

*€ prenticé for a certain fum of money, or other- 

“¢ wife, for his faid fervice, and, within or after 

“¢ the end of the faid term, the faid freeman pre- 

“* fent the faid apprentice to the chamberlain of 

the city, and by good deliberation, and upon 

“¢ his oath made to the fame city, the fame free- 

** man or freewoman affureth and affirmeth to the 

“© faid chamberlain, that the faid apprentice hath 

“¢ fully ferved his faid term as apprentice: or if 

“¢ any freeman or freewoman of this city take any 

“< apprentice, which, at the time of the faid tak- 

“¢ ing, hath any wife: or if any freeman or free- 

“¢ woman of this city give any wages to his or her 

“¢ apprentice, or fuffér the faid apprentices to take 

“* any part of their own getting or gains: or if 

“¢ any freeman or freewoman of this city hereafter 

“© colour any foreign goods, or from henceforth 

‘ buy or fell for any perfon or perfons, or with 


4 18 Hen; VIII. e. On the ift of Fune. 
Hh 4 « of 


“a 


ow 


n 


a 


a ad 


InftruGi- 
_ons for ap- 
prentices, 

’ 


History and SuRvey of * 


or to any perfon or perfons, being foreign or 


foreie gers, cloths, filks, wine, oils, or any other : 


* goods or merchandize, whatfoever they be, 


whether he take any thing or things for his or 


_ their wages or labour, or not: or if any perfon 
Gr hey eet being free of this city, by any co- 
-lour or: douanel means, from henceforth: do 


buy, ‘fell, or receive of any apprentice within: 
this city any money, goods, merchandize, or’ 
wares, without the affent or licence of his thafter® 


or miltrefs: and, upon examination, duly proved 
before the chamberlain of the faid city for the: 
time being, and the fame reported, by the mouth 
‘of the faid chamberlain, at a court to be holden 


by the mayor and aldermen of the faid city 


-in their council- chamber: ‘that as well the faid 
-mafter, as the faid apprentice, thal for ever= 


more be disfranchifed.”? + 
To which at were added>the Joilcistial ine’ 


ftructions to the apprentice, when bound:—*. Ye’ 


ec 
ee 
“6 
‘< 
cs 
cs 


ed 


fhall conftantly: and- devoutly on your knees, 
every day, ferve Gon, morning and evening, 
and make confcience ia the due hearing of the 
word preached, and endeavour the right practice 
thereof in your life and’ conyerfation. You 


fhall do diligent and; faithful fervice to your 


$ 


mafter for the time of your apprenticefhip, and: 


eal truly in what you fhall be trufted. You ~ 
fhall often read over the covenants of your in- 


denture, and fee and endeavour yourfelf to 
2 ake the es to che utmoft of your power. | 
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. ** fions which may tend to draw you to the fame; A. D. 
_ $© and make fpeedy return, when you fhall be fent rere 
§* of your mafter’s or miftrefs’s bufinefs. You 
*¢ fhall be of fair, gentle, and lowly fpeech and 
*¢ behaviour towards all men; efpecially to all 
s* your governors. And according to your car- 
** riaoe expect your reward, for seodlip or ill, from 
*€ God and your friends,” 
‘The {weating-ficknefs broke out again in the Sweating 
ficknefs. 
city, A.D. 1528, and carried off a great number 4. p, 
“in the fhort fpace of five or fix hours illnefs, which 1528. 
occafioned the adjournment of the term, and pre- 
vented the folemn annual march of the city watch; boa 
which was afterwards, by the king’s order, dif- watch dif- 
continued till the 2d of Edw. VI. i ae 
Next year was erected a court of juftice. in A.D. 
Black-friars, by the royal commiffion, for trying Wake. i 
the legality of the king’s marriage with Catharine fiat 
of Arragon, his brother Arthur’s widow. In which feat ganar 
court fat the legates Campejus and Woolfey as judges. >” 
And cardinal Woolfzy was cepnivee of the chancel- Detach s 
lorhhip j in Ofober this fame year’. 
From the proceedings of this court arofe fuch a Intercourfe 


with Rome 


difguft in the kine againit the pope, that all com- Brohibied. 
f Some of the articles exhibited by the houfe of lords again 
cardinal Wool/ey were, That in all his writings, which he wrote 
to Rome or to any foreign prince, he wrote Ego et rex meus, 
i.e. 1 and my king; preferring himfelf before the king: that 
He carried the great feal of England with him into Flanders: 
that he canfed the cardinal’s hat to be put upon the king’s coin: 
and that, having the French pox, he prefumed to come and 
breathe upon the king.—Had this laft article been a fufficient 
caufe for impeachment—what mutt have been the fate of num- 
ers coming { to and breathing upon fovereigns fince his time! 
mercial 
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A.D. meéfcial intereouirfe with the fee of Rome was for 
bidden, by royal proclamation in London, which - 


(1528. 


was the firft advance made in England toward ws | 
work of reformation. | 
Whitehall. It was in this year that Whiteball became a feat 3 


- palace, and from thénce continued the chief fe- 


fidence: of the Engijb monarchs, till they were 
burnt out in the year 1697. Tt was before this 
timé called York- -place, and was the manor and 
palace originally ‘built by Hubert de Burgh, earl 
of Kent ; was bequeathed by him, in 1243, to the 
Black-friars in Chancery-lane, Holborn, and by them 


fold to Walter de Grey, archbifhop of York, in 1248, 
who bequeathed it to his fucceffors in that fee for 


- their city-manfion for ever. By this means car-’ 
dinal Woolfey became poflefied of York-place, and 
did, with the confent of the chapter of York, make 


a feoffment thereof to King Henry VIII. and was’ 


called the king’s manor of Weflminfler. 


Richard A.D. 1531 there was an extraordinary execu-' 
| -Roteboiled tion in Smithfield. Richard Rofe, or Reofe, cook: 
field. to the bifhop of Rocheffer, was boiled to death * 
igi. 10T poifoning fixteen people with broth, intended 
for the deftruétion of the bifhop: his mafter,, red 


declined eating thereof for want of appetite. . 


Granden- The following is part of a bill of fare prot fee 


tertaiment 


at Ely. by eleven gentlenién of the law, promoted to the 
boule. = dionity ae the coif, who entertained the king, 
queen, foreign ,minifters, lord-mayor, judges, 


& In purfuance of an at of parliament lately paffed, that 
whofoever fhould poifon any y perfon fhould be boiled to cath, 
33 Hen. VIII. 


| aales 
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mafter of the rolls, aldermen of the city, mafters A. D. 
in chancery, ferjeants at law, many knights, mer- *33he 
chants, gentlemen, and nee for five days, 

at Ely palace: st, 


Four and twenty large oxen; the carcafe of a 
large ox; 100 fheep; 51 calves; 34 hogs; or 
pigs; 14 dozen of fwans; 10 dozen capons of 
Greece; 9 dozen and a half of Kentifh capons; 
19 dozen of common capons; 7 dozen and nine 
of grote or heath cocks; 14 dozen and eight 
of common cocks; pullets without a eu 
37 dozen of pigeons; 340 dozen of larks. 


_ The work of reformation was encouraged at NewTefta; 
court, and went on apace amongft the people: ey" 
but not without confiderable oppofition of the 
clergy. Tindal and others publifhed a tranflation 
of the New Teftament: but Stokefey bifhop of Bume. 
London ordered as many as he could procure for 
money, or otherwife, to be burnt at S¢. Paul’s 
crofs*. Soon after this bifhop attempting to draw Riot in Ste 
his parochial clergy into a contribution towards Sasi 
paying 400,000]. which the convocation had 
agreed to pay the king in fatisfaction of the pres 
munire they had incurred by fupporting Woolf's’ 


h Such was the diflike of the clergy, and the advocates for 
the church of Rome, to a tranflation of the Scriptures into the 
vilgar tongue, that Mr. Pavier, the town-clerk of London, 
{wore a great oath, and declared, in the hearing of Hollinfhead 
the hiftorian, that, if he thought the king would fet forth the 
Scripture i in Engii/2, rather than he Bil) live to fee that day, 
he would cut his own throat. And, fays that hiftorian, this 
eulisipy man did hang himfelf i in the year 1534. 
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legantine power, the city clergy refented it fo. 
much, that they broke into. the chapter-houfé of: 


St. Paul’s, and beat and abufed the bifhop’s fer- 


vants. ‘Stockefley: ‘was fo intimidated. by that un-. 


expected refiftance, that he forgave them, and 


_ defired them to depart quietly. But he no fooner 


Rioters pu- 
nifhed, 


_ Romifo yoke, pleafed him fo, that heexpreffed his» 
regard and grateful affection for them by cancel= 
lisa the letters patents granted by himfelf to Sir 


found himfelf out of their hands, than he applied — 


to the lord-chancellor for redrefs ; by whofe order 
the lord-mayor feized upon fifteen priefts and their 


accomplices, and committed them to prion where 


they lay a long time. 


The behaviour of the ER ness eons in ae 


inftance obeyed the king’ s pleafure, and concurred 
with his majefty in Kid meafures to caft off the 


Wilkam Sidney, on the 18th of Funein thet 3th year 
of his reign, relating to the great beam and’com- 


mon balance, and | rereres: the citizens to the 


‘tronage, or right of weights and beams, as had 


King Hen- 
ry VilIth’s 
2d chaster, 


been granted them heretofore by King Edward II. 


and King Henry IV, and had been ratified and. 
confirmed by his own charter, granted to the citi- 
zens on the 12th of July, in the firtt year of his — 


reign, Where, having recited the powers fpecified 
in Sit Wiliam’s patent, and the rights granted to 


the citizens by Edward II. and Henry Wi this 


fecond charter thus proceeds : 


- § Henry the eighth, by the grace of God, King | 


“Sof England and France, a Sea of the faith, 


** and lord of Ireland, to all to whom thefe pre. 


LONDON, Westminster, Efe. 


fents fhall come, greeting, Whereas est 


our letters patents, the date whereof is the 18th 


‘day of June, in the 13th year) of ‘our reign, 


have of our fpecial grace; and from our certain 


« knowledge and mere motion, given and granted, 


for us and our heirs, for as much as in us then 


lance or weight’ within our city! of London, for 
weighing ‘of ‘all merchandizes' of avoirdupoife, 


‘and alfo all weights whatfoever within the fame 


city, which office one William Stafford, decéafed, 


‘lately exercifed and occupied, by what name 


foever the faid office was named or known. 
And have ordained, made, and ‘conftituted the 
faid Sir William Sidney keeper of the great beam, 
balance, and weight, and of all other weichts 
whatfoever ; and alfo the weights of all fpices, 
wares, commodities, merchandizes, and things 
in the city aforefaid, there to be weighed and 
accuftomed, and ufed to be bought and fold by 
weight. And have granted ‘alfo, by our faid 


letters patents, to the faid Sir William Sidney, 


authority and power to make, name and affien, 
from time ‘to time, all manner of clerks, por- 
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repealing 
Sir Will. 
, Sidney’s 
patent. 


twas, to Sir William Sidney, Kot.the office of — 
‘the keeper of the great beam and common ba- 


ters, fervants, and minifters of the great beam | 


and balance, and of the iron beam, and of the’ 
beam of the ftillyard, and of the weights afore- 


faid; and alfo all other clerks, porters, fervants, 
and minifters to the fame office belonging; ‘and 
alfo to remove the fame. or any of them, and’ 


other or others to make, put, or conftitute 
6¢ in 
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inchis or their place, as oftei as tohim fhall (een 


expedietit; to have, occtipy, and exercife the 
Office and: offices , aforefaid, together with the 


* authority, aforefaid to the faid: Sir William Sidney 
‘ by himéfelf, or by his deputy-of deputies, during 

our pleafure, to his proper ufe atid behoof, 
with all and fingular.commiodities, houfes;,ad+ 


vantages, profits; fees. and emoluments to the 
faid office, in our time, or. in the times.of any 
of our progenitors, kings of England, due and. 
accuftomed, pertaining or belonging, in as.ams 
ple manner and form as any, perfon having. or 
occupying fuch office before this time had, ‘res 
ceived, and enjoyed the fame; and hath given 
and. granted the fame commodities, houfess 
advantages, profits, fees and emoluments, and 
alb and fingular the premifes for the exercife 
and occupation of the office aforefaid, in man- 
ner and form aforefaid, to the faid Sir Wiliam 


-during our pleafure, to the ufe and behoof of 
‘ the faid Sir William, without account, or any 


other thing, to us or our heits: in this behalf, 
for the premifes to be made, given; or paid: 
although aren mention be not made of the 


- true yearly value, or of any certainty of the 


premifes, or any erant or grants by us, or any 
of our progenitors, to the faid William’ before 
this time made, contained. in the faid letters 
patents above fpecified, or any ftatute, act, 
ordinance, reftraint, or provifion, before this — 
time made or provided to the contrary; or any 


other thing, caufe,,or matter whatfoever in any 
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thing notwithftanding, as by the fame our let- 
ters patents fully appeareth; which our pled- 
fure in that behalf we will by thefe fhall be 
derermined: and which letters patents the fame 
Sir William Sidney hath furrendered into our 
chancery to be cancelled, to the intent we would 
vouchfafe to grant our letters patents to the 
mayor, commonalty, and citizens of our city 
of London, And becaufe now of late we under: 
ftand of the grievous complaint of our well. 
beloved the mayor, commonalty, and citizens of 
our faid city of London, that the faid lord Edward, 
fometime king of England, the fecond, our 
progenitor, by his charter, dated the 18th of 
June, in the 12th year of his reign, amonett 
other things, granted to the then citizens of our 
faid city, predecefiors to the now mayor, com- 
monalty, and citizens aforefaid, that the weights 


and beams for, the weighing of merchandizes_ 
‘between merchants and merchants, of which 
othe profits growing, and knowledge of the fame; 
/pertain. to the commonalty of the faid city, 


fhould remain to be kept, at the will of the 


commonalty, in the cuftody of two fufficient 
-men of the fame city, expert in that office; to 


be thereunto chofen by the commonalty of the 
faid city. And they thould in no wife be com- 
mitted to any others than to fuch as fhould be 
fo chofen; as by the fame his letters patents, 
which we have feen, more fully appeareth. 
And becaufe alfo the lord Henry, fometime 


** king of Eygland, the fourth, our progenitor, 


4. s* by 


479 
A.D. 
I531- 


480 


A. D. 
1531. 


66 


n 


¢ 


é 


fn 


€¢ 


ee 


6 


€ 


“A 


73 


¢ 


on 


€¢ 


¢ 


wn 


“ 


ray 


¢ 


mt a) 


¢ 


“ 


ce. 


C4 


on 


ce 
e¢ 
ee 
ce 
ce 


6 


ta 


C§ 


Lal 


Go 


66 


®n 


« 


n 


% 


a 


GC 


€¢ 


CG 


ee 


34 


History and Survey of 


by. his letters patents, dated the 2 5th: day of 


May, in the firtt year of his reign, of his favour- 
able grace, amongft other things, granted to 
the {aid sideioaies the faid.city, tronage}: that 


is. to’ fay, the weighing of lead, wax, ‘pepper, 
~allom, madder, and all other fuch wares within 
othe faid:city. for ever; which. letters: patents, 
‘we, of our'efpecial grace, by our charter dated 


the: twelfth day-of July, in the firkt’ year of out 
reign, ratified and confirmed to the fame then 
citizens, and to their fucceflors, as by the fame 
letters patents more fully appeareth ; by which 
letters patents, and by: the continual keeping 


of the office of beam,” balance, weights, “and 


of other «the *premifes, time ‘out of mind, . by 


the faid citizens and their’ predeceffors, ‘and’by 


the exercife and occupation of the fame within 
the faid) city, without any challenging, © it is 


-manifeft, .and without’ any’ difficulty » evident 


and apparent unto us, that the faid officé’of the 


great beam and’common. balance, ordained for — 


weighing: between merchants and merchants, 
and they office’ of keeping the great balance or 


““ weight within our city of London, for the weigh- 
‘ing of all merchandizes of avoirdupoife, ‘and 
alfo of all weights whatfoever within the faid 
vcity, and alfo of all fpices, wares, merchan- 


dizes, and things in the city. aforefaid to'be 
weighed; and alfo the authority and power to 


“name and affign all and all mannerof clerks, 
porters, fervants, and minifters of the faid gteat 


beam and balance, and of the iron beam; and 
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of the beam of the ftillyard, and alfo all other 
clerks, porters, férvants, and minifters of the 
faid office pertaining, andthe iffues and reve- 
nues thereof coming, and all and fingular the 
premifes pertaining, and of ancient’ right be- 
longing to the mayor, ‘commonalty and citizens, 
we will in no wife be wronged. And to thé 
end that henceforth all ambiguity in fuch cafes 
might be taken away, and that the faid mayot 
and commonalty, and citizens, and their fuc- 
ceffors, may not in time to come be impeach- 
ed', impleaded*, or grieved by us, or out 


heirs and fucceffors, or any of our juftices oF | 


minifters, of or for the premifes, or any of 
them, we will and grant to the now mayor, 
commonalty, and citizens, and to their fuccef- 
fors, that the weights and beams for weighing 
of merchandizes between merchant and mer- 
chant, whereof the profits growing, and the 
knowledge of them to the commonalty of the 
city aforefaid, fhall remain at the will of the 


‘commonalty of the fame city, to be kept in 


cuftody of good fufficient men of the famé 
city, expert in that office, and to be thereunto 
chofen by the commonalty aforefaid; and that 
to others then fo to be chofen, to be in no wile 


48x 
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they be committed; and that they fhall have Granting 


tronage; that is to fay, the weighing of wax, 
lead, pepper, allom, madder, and all othet 
fuch like wares, within the faid city for ever, 


a 


‘Hindered. k Qued or profecuted by courfe of law. 


Vor. 1 Joe | Willing 
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- « within our faid city, and of all fpices, wares, 


_merchandizes, and all things in our faid city 
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*. Willing alfo to do.the faid mayor and common 


alty a more ample pleafure in this. behalf, .we 


have of our favourable .grace, and from, our 
‘certain knowledge and meer, motion, given 


_and granted, and by thefe, prefents do give and 
grant, to the fame mayor. and commonalty; 
and citizens, of the city of Loxdan, the afore- 
-faid office of keeper of the great beam and 


‘ common- -balance, ordained for weighing be- 
‘+ tween) merchant. and merchant ; ER alee the 
‘ office of the-great beam and weights within the 


‘faid city, for the weighing of merchandizes of 
Aveir du pois, and alfo, all weights whatfoever 


there to-be weighed, by whatfoever, name the 


 faid office is named or known; .anddo. by thefe 


prefents make, ordain, and conftitute the fame 
-mayor, commonalty,. and. citizens, and. their 


‘ fucceffors, keepers of the great-beam, balance, 
-and weights aforefaid, and other weights what- 
© foever;.and alfo the weighing of all fpices, 


wares, merchandizes, and things in the city 
aforefaid there to be weighed, and accuftomed 
to be bought and fold ra weight within our 
faid city: and alfo we do give and grant, to 
the, mayor, | commonalty, and citizens of our 


_city aforefaid, authority and power to ‘make, 
¢ name and afi ign, from time to time, all, and 
-all manner of clerks, porters, fervants, and | 


minifters of the great-beam and balance, and 
of the iron-beam, and of the beam of the 
Stilyard, and weights aforefaid; and _alfo all 
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other clerks, fervants, and minifters to the i C 
faid office pertaining: and alfo to remove them, >? 
or any of them, and to make, conftitute, or: 


+ place other in his or their place, as often.as to 


them fhall feem expedient; to have, occupy, 


and exercife the office aforefaid, together with 
*'the authority and’ power aforefaid, to the faid 


mayor and’ commonalty, and citizens, and 
their fucceffors, by themfelves, their deputy of 
deputies, for ever, to their own proper ufeé and 
behoof, ‘together with all and fingular commo- 
dities, houfes, advantages, profits, wages, fees, 
and emoluments, in our time, or in the times 
of any of our progenitors, kings of England, 
due and accuftomed, pertaining or belonging 
to the faid office, inas ample manner and form, 


as the fame citizens ‘and their predeceffors, or 


any other perfon or perfons, having or occupy- 
ing the faid office before this time, had and re- 
ceived, or enjoyed the fame: and alfo we give Fees, Xe. 
and grant, by thefe prefents, to the faid mayor, 
commonalty,; and citizens, and to their fuc- 
ceffors, the commodities, houfes, advantages, 
profits, fees, and emoluments, and all and 
fingular the premifes for the exercife and occu- 
pation of the faid office, to the proper ule and 
behoof of the faid mayor, commonalty, and 
citizens, and their fucceffors, without account, 
or any other thing, to us or our heirs to be 
delivered, made, given, or paid, in this’ be- 
half, for the premifés, or any of them, in thefe 
letters patents fpecified or contained ; although 
exprefs mention be not in thefe prefents made 
Ii 2 “* of 
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‘¢ of the true valué or certainty of the premifes,’ 
‘“‘ or of their gifts or grants by us to the faid’ 
‘* mayor, commonalty, and citizens of the faid’ 
‘© city, before this time made; or any ftatute, 
«© act, ordinance, provifion, or reftraint thereof 
“¢ made, ordained, or provided to the contrary, 
‘¢ orany other thing, caufe, or matter whatfoever, 
‘ in any wife notwithftanding. In witnefs where- 
‘“s of we have caufed thefe our letters to be made 
‘‘ patents. Witnefs myfelf at Weftminfter, the 
13th day of /pril, in the 22d year of our reign ’.’” 
The king, apprehenfive that the advocates. of 
the Roman pontiff might inftill difloyal fentiments 


ar gi into his fuojects, nits prevent his intended blow 


1532. 


At Mile- 


‘end. 


‘Their ap- 
pearance. 


upon the pope’s fupremacy and the religious 
houfes, did every thing becoming a prince to fe- 
eure the affections of the Londoners, and at the 
fame time laid a fcheme to find out the reak 
{trength of his metropolis, by ordering a general 
mufter to be made. of all the defenfible men with- 
in the city or the liberties, from the age of 16 | 
to 60, to be held at Aéle-end, on the fields be- 
tween Whitechapel church and Stepmey church ; and 
commanding that their names, and-an account of 
the weapons, armour, and other military ac- 
coutrements belonging to the city, fhould then 
be alfo taken down, and fent to him: on which 
occafion the citizens were clothed in white, with 


white caps and, feathers: the lord-mayor, alder- 


men, recorder, and fheriffs, appeared well mount- 
ed on ftately courfers, richly. caparifoned, and 
} Sir Thomas Parsiter, mayor, William Danfey, or Dancy 

fheriff, anno 1531. 
cloathed 
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clothed in white armour, and black velvet: coats, A.D, 
embroidered with the city arms; and having gold 1932 
chains about their necks, velvet caps on their 

heads, and gilt battle-axes in their right hands, 
attended by proper pages, fervants, and a great 
number of citizens, on horfeback, alfo faery 
dreffed. 

This mufter was made at the. time appointed, Review 
easly in the morning ; and they. began to march and marche 
before nine o’clock in the forenoon, through /d- 
gate and London, to Weftminfter, where they, pafled 
in review before the king and his nobles, and re- 
turned round St. Fames’s-park, and down Holbourn 
to Leadenball § where they feparated at five o’clock, 

His majefty being divorced from his confort K.Henry’s 
Catherine, married Anne Bullen or Boloine, defcend- (or "S 
ed from Godfrey Boloine, lord-mayor of London in Br, 
the year 1457, and commanded the lord-mayor !en from 
to iffue out his precepts to the feveral companies te 
to attend him in conduéting her majefty from 
' Greenwich by water to the tower ; and to the in- 
habitants of the city to adorn their houfes and 

fireets in a magnificent manner, again{t her ma- 
jefty’s proceeding thence to Weftminfter. 

The lord mayor ordered all the city companies Citybarges 
to attend him at Billingfeate, at a certain hour on 
the 29th of May, with barges fumptuoufly deck- 
ed, and provided with good bands of mufic. 

Thus fifty barges were prepared, and fet off about 
-one o’clock to attend the lord-mayor’s barge, 
richly decorated, and each with orders to fail and 
keep at leaft two lengths from each other. 

sci, 2p Before 
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barge, carrying fieures of favages, ‘dragons, 8c: 
making a hideous noife and vomiting out fire 
~ and fmoak. The Haberdefoer’s barge, ae which 
company the lord mayor was in that year, was 
covered with gold brocades, ‘and with filken fails, 
two hance of the king’s and queen’s arms at 
head’ and ftetn;* and an agreeable variety: of 
ftreameéts © and- ‘flags, containing the © ‘arms: of the 
company, and’ ofthe merchaiits adventurers. 
And the fhrowds’ and ratlines hung with a number 
of fmall bells, | afforded a pleafant 1 noife. Another 


barge failed on the’left, exhibiting a mount, on 


which ftood a white falcon crowned, perching on 
a golden ftump, “encircled with red and white 
rofes, the queen’s emblem’: and round’ the 
mount fat divers beautiful virgins, fingine and 


playing melodioufly. After thefe followed all the 


barges belonging to the companies, in due or- 
der and they PeRhed and highly delighted the 
queen in their condu€ and ‘appearance, from 
Greenwich to the Tower, where her majefty was 
pleafed to return the lord- “mayor and citizens her 
hearty thanks. | sieas 
Herprocef? In her majefty’s proceffion, two anya deer 
ae from the tower of London through | the city to 
aia IF eftininfter, fhe was received ‘at the tower-gate 
by the lord-mayor in a gown of crimfon velvet, 
and a rich collar of S. S. attended by the theriffs, 
and two domeftics in red and white damafk. The 
ftreets were new gravelled from the tower to 
Temple-bar, and railed in on each fide; and at 
Gr actchuren began the ftands of companies: near 


Graces | 


A.D. . Before the city barge, preceded an‘ ordnance 
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Gracechurch ftood the Anfeatic merchants, next fo A. D. 


them the feveral corporations of the city in their 
formalities, till they reached, on the: north fide 
of the way, to the weft end of Cheap/ide, and finith- 
ed with the aldermen’s ftand. On the other fide 
were placed the city conftables, in filk and velvet, 


and with ftaffs in their hands, to keep off the. 


croud, and to prevent difturbances. The. houfes 
in Gra/s or Gracechurch-ftreet, and Cornbill, were 
hung with crimfon and fcarlet cloth, and the 
fronts of thofe in Goldfmith’s-row, or fouthfide of 
Cheapyi de, were covered with gold brocades, velvet, 
and rich tapiftry. 


The proceffion was preceded by 12 of the: 


French ambaffador’s domeftics, in blue velvet, 
mounted on horfes trapped with blue farfnet, in- 
terfperfed with white croffes. The equeftrian 
order marched two and two; and after them fol- 
lowed the judges, in their robes; then the knights 
of the bath, in violet gowns trimmed with meni- 
ver ; ‘then came abbots, barons, bifhops, earls 
and marquifes, in their robes, alfo two and two: 
then the lord chancellor, the Venetian ambaffador, 
and archbifhop of York; then the ambaffador of 
France, and archbifhop of Canterbury, followed 
by the reprefentatives of the dukes of Aguitain 
and Normandy: then proceeded the lord-mayor of 
London with his mace, and Garter in his coat of 
arms; the duke of Suffolk, lord-high-fteward ; 
lord Howard, as deputy-marthal of England’, and 
then the other great officers of ftate, in their 
robes, and belie the fymbols of their refpective 
offices: after thefe came the nobility, in crimfon 
ee li 4 velvet, 


1532. 
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A.D. velvet, and all the queen’s officers, in fcarlet, 


1532. 


followed by her chancellor uncovered, who im- 
mediately preceded his royal miftrefs, fitting in a 
litter or chair, covered with filver tiffue, and car- 
ried between two fine pads, dreff<d in white da- 
mafk trappings, and led by footmen. Her ma- 
jefty wore a filver brocade, and a mantle of the 


| fame furred with ermine: her hair was. difheveled 
or hung loofe, with a chaplet upon her head, fer 


with jewels of great value, under a canopy of 
cloth of gold that covered the litter, and was 
fupported by 16 knights alternately, four at a 
time; having afilver bell at each corner: after 
her majefty followed her chamberlain, then her 
matter of horfe, leading a ftately pad, with a fide- 
faddle and trappings of filver tiffue ; who. was 


followed by feven ladies in crimfon velvet faced 


with gold brocade, and mounted on beautiful 
horles, richly trapped with gold: then followed 


‘two carrs covered with cloth of gold, with the 


dutchefs of Norfolk and the marchionefs of Dorfet, 


in the firft, and four ladies in crimfon velvet i |= 


the fecond . here followed feveral ladies in crim- - 
fon velvet, on horfeback, with magnificent trap- 
pings: 5 a. third carr, covered with white, and car- 
rying fix ladies in crimfon velvet: a fourth carr, 
all red, with eight ladies in crimfon velvet : then 
30 gentlewomen, attendants on the ladies of ho- 
nour, on horfeback, drefiel i in filks and velvets ; 


and the whole was brought up and clofed by the 


uards, well mounted and richly accoutred. 

In Fenchurch-fireet the queen ftopped at a beau- 
tiful pageant, crowded with children in mercha- 
, nig torial 
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torial drefles, who congratulated her majefty upon 
her arrival in the city. The nfeatic merchants 
had a very magnificent pageant erected at Grace- 
church corner, reprefenting Parunafus in white 
marble, and the fountain of Helicon, out of which 
arofe four {prings of Rhenifh wine, which centered 
ina fmall globe at the fummit, and ran plenti- 
fully tillnight. Apollo fat on the mount: Calliope 
was placed at his feet ; and the reft of the mufes, 
playing upon mufical inftruments, furrounded the 
mount a little below; and at their feet were in- 
fcribed, in letters of gold, epigrams fuitable to 
the grand folemnity. | 

The next ftop was at a pageant at Leadenhall, 
which reprefented a hillock encompafied with red 
and white rofes : above it was a golden ftump, and 
a little higher, a Tippe with a celeftial rofe ; from 
which defcended a white falcon, and perched upon 
the ftump, followed by an angel in a celeftial 
choir, who placed a crown of gold upon his head. 
St. Aune, furrounded by her progeny, fat a little 
Jower on the hillock; and one of her progeny ad- 
drefled the queen in a fpeech, withing her majefty 
bleffed with children. At the Conduit in Cornbilf 
the graces fat enthroned; the wine played, and a 
poet at the bottom defcribed their qualities, and 
prefented the queen with feveral gifts. The 
great conduit facing Mercer’s-ball, in Cheapfide, 
was painted with a variety of curious emblems, 
and fupplied the populace all the day with a va- 
riety of wines. At the end of Wood-ftreet the 
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ftandard was embellifhed with royal portraitures, 


encompalied by a number of flags, with coats of 
arms 
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arms’ and trophies § ‘and ‘above’ was ar firie concert 


‘of vocal and ‘inftromental - mufic, § “And pafling 


the crofs at the end of Gutter-lane, her majetty 
drew near to the aldermen’ s ftation,’ and the little 
conduit at the weft end of Cheapfi de, when Jobu 
Baker, the recorder; having addrefléd her majetty 


with an elegant ‘fpeech, prefented: her, in’ the» 


name of the city of London, with’ 1000 marks, 
in a purfe of gold tiffue. On the little conduit, 
in’a rich pageant, were feated Pallas, “uno, and 
Venus, before whom ftood Mercury, who, in their 


names, prefented the queen with a golden ball. 
trebly divided, and purporting the Ah of wifdom, | 


wealth and felicity. 

At St. Paul’s-gate a ftately~ pageant. peal 
itfelf; in which three ladies fumptuoufly dreffed, 
and with chaplets on their heads; exhibited various 
infcriptions fuitable to the occafion. “And at Sr. 
Paul's ichool her majefty was’ highly delighted 
with the verfes made by the fcholars in pte ite of 
the king and herfelf. 

On shi’ occafion ‘Ludgate was’ beautified ; “ated 
the leads were filléd:with men and boys, who di- 


verted her majefty fora while with the fongs they — 


fungiin concert.“ At the end of Shoe-lane, Fleet: 


_fireet, was erected ‘a'tower, with four turrets, in 


each of which. ftood a’ cardinal virtue, and their 


fymbols ; who addrefied the queen with promifes | 


that they would never leave her, but would always 
conflantly attend her: within’ the tower was a fine 
concert of mufic, and the conduit ran all the whilé 


with a diverfity of wines. The Jaft ftop her ma- 


jefty made in the’ city was at Teimple-bar, where 
ie 


. = +d ~ - ™ ” - » 
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fhe was again entertained with fongs in concert, A. D. 
by men and boys. sige 

But the lord-mayor did not leave her apes 
till fhe was fafely conduéted to her palace at We/- 
minfter ; where fhe difmiffed them moft gracioufly, 
with thanks to him and his fellow-citizens for 
their good offices to her that day. 

«Next day was appointed for her majefty’s coro- Coronation 
nation; and the Jord-mayor and aldermen, in the ate 
fame dreffes as the day before, attended the cere- 

mony in their proper ftations. And the king to 

exprefs his good-hking towards the Londoners, in- 

vited the lord-mayor, aldermen, ‘and °4o principal 

citizens, to the chriftening of his daughter Eiiza- 

beth, , 

Plenty being always the care of the magiftrates Butchers 
of this ereatcity, they hitherto had encouraged ae | 
foreign butchers to bring their meat on Wednefdays ia 
and Saturdays into Leadenball-fireet, and to fell it 
upon ftalls before the citizens houfés, to the no 
fmall advantage of the inhabitants that let out 
thofe ftalls. But it being now thought that the 
‘city revenue might be, confiderably augmented 
by erecting ftalls in Leadenhall, and obliging all 
butchers to repair to them: it was ordered that 
the butchers fhould fell their meat only in Leaden- 

“ball market. ve | | 

In‘the year 1535 a conduit was erected, at the er 
public expence, on the fouth fide of the ftreet creéed. 
juft without Aidgate*, to receive water from Hack- 


a Aldgate being now entirely taken down and deftroyed, 
the place on which this conduit flood is under the front part of 
the fecond houfe from Poar-Fewry-lane. 


NEY, 
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A.D. yey, for the ufe of the inhabitants in that neigh- 
eas bourhood. And an act paffed in parliament to 
paved. pave from Holborn-bridge to the Bars, and the 

fame to be kept in repair at the charge of the 


eround-landlords, - sity 


A&ofpar- It appears by another act of parliament pated | 


liament for 


the confer. this fame year, for the better confervation of the 
ne of river Fhames, that the faid river had been greatly 


Thames. injured, and the navigation thereof obftruéted. 


and endangered by aie evil difpofed perfons, 
who, by mifordering the faid river, and by caft- 
ing of dung and other filth laid nigh to the banks 
slatted and by digging and undermining the 
banks and walls, next to the faid river, and by 
carrying and conveying away of way-ftrides, 
fhore-poles, ‘boards, timber-work, ballaft for 
Ships, and other things fromthe faid banks and 
walls, in fundry places, had been the occafion of 
ereat fhelfs and rifings, lately made and grown in 
the fair way of the faid river, and of the furround- 
ing and overflowing of fuch grounds, as are with- 
in the level of low-water mark, by the rage of 
the faid water, to the utter ruin of the faid river. 
«° Wherefore it was enacted, that if any perfon 
<< of perfons, do, or procure any thing to be 
*« done, in the annoying of the ftream of the 
‘© faid river of Thames, making of fhelfs by any 
«© manner of means, by mining, digging, cafling 
<° of dung, or rubbifh, or any other thing into 
«¢ the faid river, or take, pluck, or convey any 
cs ‘boards, ftakes, piles, timber work, or other 


*¢ thing, from the faid banks or walls, (except it. a 


¢ be to amend, and the fame to repair again) or 
5 i dig, 


= 


€¢ 


was further enacted, 
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dig, or undermine any banks or walls, on the A.D. — 


water fide of the Thames aforefaid, to the hurt, 
impairing, or damage, of the faid walls or 


banks; then the faid perfon or perfons, and’ 
every of them, fhall forfeit and pay for every’ 
thing fo offending, 100s. one moiety thereof 


to be to the king, and the other moiety there- 
of tothe mayor and commonalty of the city 
of London, by bill or plaint, writ of debt, or 
information, feverally againft every offender, 
in any of the king’s courts, in which actions 
and fuits, or any of them, the party defendant 
fhall not be affoigned, or wage his law, or any 
protection to bibs allowed the fame.’ And it 


1§35¢ 


“© That if any perfon that Concern 


ing taking 


fhall have the office and ordering of ballafting of ballat. 


of fhips, do take any ballaft for fhips near the 
faid river of Thames, and do not take for parcel 
of the faid ballafting, the gravel and fand of 
the fhelfs between Greenwich and Richmond, 
within the faid river of Thames, or in any place 
or places, that is or fhall be unto the damage or 
annoyance of the faid river of Thames, or in 
any part thereof, that then, upon every fuch. 
complaint, the lord chancellor, lord treafurer, 


lord prefident of the king’s moft honourable | 


council, lord privy feal, and every of them, 
calling both the juftices of either bench, or one 
of them, fhall have power and authority from 
time to time to hear and finally determine every 
fach complaint by their difcretion, and to put 
fuch order therein, for the taking of ballaft for 
=— upon every fuch aarycnarey as by their 

© difcretion 
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A.D. «& difcretion fhall feem moft ‘convenient for: the’ 
4530) ce prefervation of the faid river of Thames: and 
** the parties offending fuch’ order hall fuffer‘im- 
“ prifonment, and be fined 51. to the’kine’s ule, 
“ for every time offending or breaking the fame. 
With this provifo, that any perfon may’ dig; 
carry, and take away fand, gravel, or rubbith, 
»earth, or thing, lying or bxchateuk in Or upon any* 
fhelve or » fhelfts within: ilice faid river of | 
<< rbames.% 
oA. D. 1536 queen Anne Bullen was Sehisadail , 
on a fcaffold upon the green within the tower of 
| London. 3 ‘a | 
ey ea _* The king, by the minittry. obs his vicar-general 
prefied. Cromwell, ordered the. church of St. Thomus. of 
| Acres, alias Thomas of Becket, in London, to’ be 
fupprefled, on the arftof Ofober, 1537: andon 
the 16th of November the Blackfriars, in London: 
next day the Whitefriars, the Greyfriars, and the. 
Carthufian monks of the Char ter-houfe, underwent 
the fame fate. And on the 24th of November 
the bifhop of Rochefer preached at St. Paul’s-croft, 
Dete&tion and there fhewed the blood of Hales, (which had 


ot pious 


frauds be- been impofed upon the people as a holy  relick, 


eae for their worfhip) that it was no blood, but honey 
clarified, and coloured. with faffron, as It had 
been proved before the king and council. . »- 

A&of . In purfuance of the farute of thé 27th Henry 


council to WII. above recited, for the confervation. of the 


cnrores ‘he river Zbames, the common-council of the city of 
aét of par- 


liament for Londen did alfo pafs an aét. to enforce the fame: 


the confer= 


vation of Whereby it was enacted, “‘ That proclamation 
the river 


Thames, ° {ould be made within this-city, and the fame 
6¢ tQ 


} w 
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‘© to be put in writing, and tables thereof made, A. D. 
and fet up in. rats places.of, this city, That "937 
it fhall be lawful to every, perfon to dig, carry 
"away, . and take away fand, gravel, or any 
rubbifh, earth, or any thing, lying and being 
3 in any. fhelve or thelfts within the faid river A 
ig hames, without let or interruption of any per- 
fon, .and without any thing paying for the 
fame: and after. that to fell the fame away, or 
other wife to occupy. or. difpofe.of the faid gra- 
vel, fand, or other thing, at their free liberty 
- and pleafure. And that all paviours,. brick- 
“< layers, tilers, mafons and all. others, that oc- 
cupy fand or gravel, {hall endeavour themfelves, 
with all diligence, to occupy the faid fand or 
gravel, and none. other, paying for the fame 
ay eee as they) fhould and.ought to pay 
‘© for other fand or gravel, digged out of other 
*¢ men’s grounds venee the faid city. That 
*¢ further application be made to his majefty, 
That all perfons having lands or tenements 
‘* along the faid river fide, fhall well and fuffici- 
** ently repair and: maintain all the walls and 
*** banks adjoining unto their faid lands, fo that 
** the water may not, nor fhal] break in upon the 
‘fame. And that ftrong grates of iron along 
“¢ the faid water-fide, and alfo by the ftreet-fide, 
*¢ where any water courfe is had into the faid 
“* Thames, be made by the inhabitants of each 
ward, fo along the faid water, as of old 
** times has been accuftomed:. and that every 
“* grate be in height 24 inches at the leaft,. as the 
** place fhall need; and in breadth one from ano- 
Ae os thet 
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ther one inch.” And further, “ That if the oc- 
cupiers of the faid lands and tenements made 
defaule contrary to the ordinance aforefaid, or 
elfe if any perfon or perfons, in great rains or 
at other times, fweep their foilage, or filth of 
their houfes, into the channel, and the fame 
afterwards is conveyed into the Thames, every 


* perfon fo offending thall forfeit for every fuch 


default 1s, 8d. and that upon complaint to be 


thade to any conftable next adjoining to the faid 


place where any fuch default fhall be found, or 
his fufficient deputy for the time being, from 
time to time, to diftrain for the faid offence, 
and to retain the fame irreplagiable. And a 
like law to be kept and obferved, and like 
penalty to be paid by every perfon that burns , 
afhes and ftraw in‘their houfés, or wafh in the 
common ftreets or lanes, and to be recovered 
as aforefaid ; and one moiety thereof to be to 


the lord-mayor and commonalty, andthe other 


moiety between the conftable and informer : 


and that the conftable that fhall refufe to do 
-his duty in this cafe, fhall pay 3s. 4d. for 


every offence, recoverable in the fame manner, — 
and for the fame ufes. And that no perfon or 
perfons, having a wharf or houfe by the water- 
fide, fhall make their lay-ftalls where the com- 
mon rakers of this city ufe to lay all their foil- 
age, to be carried away by them in their dung- 
boats: and that the faid rakers fhall Jay deli 
dung to be carried away. in boats, at fach 


‘places as fhall be appointed by the lord-mayor 


and the court of aldermen, under the pénalty 
| “< of 
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© of 51. for every offence,’ » Which aé or-ordi- A.D. 
nanceis ftillin force. ow eS 
King Henry, about this: susan Gindinto: shat ooh Grand 
‘pope had ftirred. up the: emperor: and the French ae fi 
king againft. him, as} he \had’ forefeen when: he Militia. 

cageition sed the general mutter, of the Londoners, 
endeavoured to-fruftrate their. evil, defigns by put- 
‘ting his kingdom,ino. a pofture of defence... And 
- amoneft other ‘means, commiffioned Sir William 
Forman; mayor -of Londons, immediately ‘to make 
another general mufter of his fellow. citizens, at 
“Mile-end., At-which time, -his,Jordfhip. enrolled 
‘@5000 effective. men to bear.arms,, exclufive of 
_ pioneers, and other attendants,. and marched them 
An three divifions of 5000 each, through the city, 
to be reviewed by the king, at We shminfber-s ; which 
made a very brilliant appearance, and. was..the 
greateft, mufter'ever made beens this time; lie the 
aityok Lendoneiristen to vm 41) 

»The-great reputation Pau] Whtioe Pool; was'at Mr. Pool’s 
this time in, for his great penetration: and wifdom, Wahi 
obtained this)mark. of diftinG@ion for him, That 
there was.an order of commen-council made, on 
‘the 22d of Ofober, 1539, impowering him to be 
prefent at -all .common-councils,. and ices of 
mayors and fherifis. | 

The king, in the 29th year of his reign, grant- Charter 
eda slain to, the company of archers: by. which Asay 
he conftituted, them a fraternity of St. George, and 
gave them power to ufe and exercife fhooting at 
marks and, at fowls, as well m the city as Goltetih, 
and in all other places, with long-bows, crofs- 

Vou. I, | Kk bows; 

IE 
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A.D. bows, and hand-guns: with this claufe, « That 
"939" ¢© in cafe any perfon were fhot‘and: flain in thefe 
“« {ports by fome ‘arrow fhot ‘by ‘any of thefe 

«* archers, -he was not to'be fued or molefted, if 

“6 he had immediately before he ‘thot, ufed 

“ that ‘common word ifa/f.?’Thus'archery came 

into gteat’ repute? “Their chief ‘was ftiled prince 

Arthur, the rett his ‘knights ; who exercifed their 

fport of fhooting at Mile-end, and were frequently. 
dignified with the = of te ae Laas at 

the faid fports. 9 Br 
ee ‘About this’ time the Z; bamsinid was! fo erhpeiaNBE 
don-bridge its freth-water fupplies, ‘that: ‘the’ falt fea-water 
flowed ‘above London-bridge. And ‘the. ftews or 


bawdy- -houfes hitherto’ licenced’ on’ the Bankfides- : 


in Southwark, were put down by the: _ ro 
clamation and found of ‘trumpet. (9 5 
Leaden © A. D155 22,5 Robert Brock, ‘a king’s” deaphia, 
pps invented the ufeful art of making leaden pipes 
without ufing folder, for the grt ge on Water 
undergtotnd: malt ails 
Sheriffsim- Fhe ‘fheriffs si Mier offivats belenieibe to the 
Cae compter, then fituate in Bread -freet, having mal- 
of Com- ‘treated the ferjeant ‘at arms, fént® by the heate of 


- mons for 


breach of commons to demand’ the réleafement ‘of George 
Bee Ferrars, member for Plymouth, who had beéh 
1542. arrefted at the fuit of one White, for 200 marks, 
were ordered to attend the faid houfe,’ and aftér 2 

fevere reprimand for’ their contempt and outrage- 

ous behaviour, the’ ‘fheriffs and White were com- 

mitted prifonets'to | the tower, one of their clerks 

was confined ina toom called Litile-eafe, and the 
‘arrefting officer and four others were feat to New- 

2 gale, 


r 
i 
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gate, till difcharged by the faid houfe, at the ear- A. D. 
neft petition of the lord-mayor, &c. a i 

It was, in this year that the king firft granted a 
privilege to a bookfeller in London to print the 
bible in Exgiib. And about the fame time an Several 
act pafied in parliament that /dgate High- pba: 
firect, viz. all from Aldgate to Whitechapel ype 
church; Chancery-lane, High-Holbourn, from the VII Rat. 
bars weftward to St. Giles’s, Grey’s-Inn-lane, Shoe- i 
lane, and Fetter-lane, grown almoft impaffable, 
fhould be paved with ftone. 

“The year 1543 is remarkable for a funiptiiary A fumptr- 
rahi made by the mayor and common-council of a Silly 
London, to prevent luxurious eating or feafting in ur) 
a time of fearcity; whereby it was varebeiabe ay that 1543. 
the lord-mayor fhould not have more than feven 
dithes at dinner or fupper, an alderman and the- 
riff no more than fix, the {word-bearer no more 
than four, and the mayor and fheriff’s officers no 
more than ‘three difhes, upon the penalty of gos. 
for every fupernumerary difh; which was occa- 
fioned by a great mortality then raging amongft 
the horned cattle. And the fame authority at- A. kind of 
tempted fomething like the prefent game-act: 8°" * 
for it was ordained, that neither the mayor, alder- 
men, nor fheriffs, fhould, after the Zafer next 
enfuing, buy a crane, fwan, or buftard, upon 
the penalty of 20s. for every fowl fo bought. 

But the purchafer was at liberty to clear himfelf by 
his own oath. : 
avement 

The parliament, this fame year, refumed the of London 
confideration of the bad ftate of thofe parts of the one oF 
metropolis which yet remained unpaved, and were yan 
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become ‘almoft’ impaffable, and enaéted, That. 
Whitecrofs-fireet, Cbifwell-fireet, Grub-fireet, Shore= 
ditth, ‘Gofwell-freet, Seis ‘Fobn’s Street, Cow-crofs- 
frreets Butcher-row, “Wych-Street, and Holywell- 
fireet, near St. Clement?s. Danes; the Strand from 
Femple-bar to Strand-bridge; Petty-France in Weft- 
uinfler, Water-lane in Fleet-ftreet; and Long-lane, 
near. Swithfield, fhould be paved with ftone, and 
a channel made in the midft of them, at the charge 
Of the ground-landlords in each ftreet. And it 
was further enacted, ‘* That the lord-mayor, alder: 
** men, €¥¢. of London, fhall have power toen- 
© quire into, hear, and determine the defaults 
** of paving and. reparation. of ftreets; and that 
£6 any three juftices in Loudon, whereof éhe mayor 
** to be one, may fet fines. upon fuch.as do not 
‘*- pave and repair any ftreet or lane in London, or 
** the.liberties thereof, .to be levied by dittre singe 
** action, Gc. by the chamberlain, to the ufe of 
** the mayor and commonalty of the faid city.” 
And further it was-enacted, ‘*. That the conduits 
** of London fhould be made and repaired, for the 
**. better watering of the ¢ity,andvits liberties; and 
‘* that the mayor and)citizens fhould have power 
“* to. bring water to the faid conduits: from Ham- 
$$ fiead-heathy St«Mary-le-Boue, Hackney, and Muf- 
‘ well-bill, upon their,indemnifying the the awne 
‘ ers of lands for damages tharmight be done by 
$* ‘therfaid: -water-courfes, ite’) wledowe gael: 
London was vilited this year fo greatly: by the 
plague, that great numbers of, people’ were fwept 
away, gnd the term: was adjourned to Sz. Alban’s. 
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» A.D. 1544 died Sir Fobn Allen, lord-mayor, A. D.. 
and privy-counfellor, who gave a rich collar of deat * 
gold to be worn by his fucceffors in that high Allen’sbe~ 
office; and 500 marks to buy ftock for fea-coals °°" 
and the rent of his lands, purchafed of the king, 

to be diftributed yearly to the poor in'each ward | 

for ever ;’ befides his liberal benefactions to prifons, 
hofpitals, lazar-houfes, and the poor of other parts 

about the city. And he was buried in a chapel 

he had built at St. Thomas of Acres, in a much 
different’ manner from the funeral of Margaret 
Atkinfon, who by her will, dated Offaber' 28, 1544; Margaret 
appointed, That, on the Sunday after her inter- a 
ment, a collation fhould be provided by her exe- 

cutors for the entertaiment of her fellow-parifhio- 

ners, to confift of two dozen of bread, akilderkin — 

of ale; two gammons of bacon, three fhouldes 

of mutton, and four rabbits, to be eaten in the 

church on a table placed there for that purpofe. 

By the city records we find, that the twelve Twelve 
companies lent the king 21,263]. 6s. 8d. upon somPani’s 
mortgage of crown lands, to enable his majefty mig Be 
to carry on a war again{t Scotland. But after- po evo- 
wards, commiffioners being fent into the city to eoveteu’, 
affefs the Londoners in an arbitrary manner, by way 
of benevolence, his majefty did not meet with his 
expectations. Alderman Richard Read not only 
oppofed it, but abfolutely refufed to pay the fum 
demanded ‘by the king’s commiffioners. 9 For Alderman 
which he was preffed and fent to Scotland to ferve mye? pee 
as a common foldier : where he was taken prifoner, dies. 
and obliged to pay a confiderable ranfom for his 
liberty, after undergoing many hardthips. 
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A.D. | Thequalification of grand jurors was now aug~- 


testis mented, by the 37th of Henry VIL. to 400. marks 
tions of — in real and perfonal eftate. And the fame parlia- 
on. fhe ment did enact, That each of the citizens and 


Tythes of inhabitants within the city and liberty thereof 
the clergy | 
afeertained {hould, for every ros. annual rent, pay to the 
vicars of their refpective parifhes 1s. 4d: and for 
every rent of 20s. 25s. gd..and in page 
higher rents. — 

King Henry was. highly difpleafed sith inhi re- 
buff his commiffioners met for-afleffing the London- 
ers towards the benevolence he had demanded; 

zooe foot. but they foon recovered his good graces by a.vo- 
snc Lallt luntary fitting out of 1000 foot at their own ex- 
ware pence to reinforce the army in France; and this 
was managed with fo much fpirit and addrefs, 
: that it contributed greatly towards bringing about 
Peace pro- @ peace; which was proclaimed on Whitfunday, 
oo 1546: on which occafion there was a folemn pro- 
1546. ceffion from St. Paul’s cathedral to Leadenhall, 
and back again, confifting of a number of men 
carrying ‘the “parochial filver crofies, followed by 
_ the parifh-clerks, chorifters and priefts in Loudon: 
the choir of St. Paul’s in their richeft copes, fol- 
lowed by the feveral city companies in their live- 
riés, and by-the lord -mayor and aldermen in. their 
Prefent to fcarlet robes, who clofed: the proceffion. Befides, 
te eee” the citizens prefented Claude Annebaut, high-admi- 
val of Prancej and the French ambaffador extra- 
"ordinary, with four large filver flagons, richly. gilt, 
and other things, on his return home, after. makeing 

his sedis any into saondons 
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The common-council, in’ the year 1546, for 4. D. 
the better enforcing the powers granted by the : Hilo 


late act of parliament for watering thecity, granted conduit 
two 1sths for erecting a conduit in Lothbury, which re 
was built near the wohdiith of St. Margaret, and 

to bring water from the celebrated {pring of Dame- 
_Annis-the-clear, at the fouth-eaft entrance of the 

fmall village of Hoxton, beyond Moorfields. 

The priory and old hofpital of S+. Bartholomew st. Bartho- 
in Smithfield being diffolved by King Henry VIII. nofeal in 
that king, in the daft ‘year of his reign, founded corporated, 
the hofpital anew, and endowed it with the annual 
revenue of 500 marks, upon condition that the 
city fhould pay anvequal {um thereto. The city 
accepted the \propofal; and the new foundation 
was incorporated by the name of The ho/pital of the 
mayor, commonalty, and citizens of London, governors 
for the poor, called Little St. Bartholomew's, near 
Weft-Smithfield., Of whofe improvement and pre- 
fent ftate we fhall treat hereafter. 


List of Mayors in the Reign of King Hen 
| ry VilIth. , 


In his rft year Thomas Bradbury. 
2d Sir Henry Kebdble. 

Sir Roger Acheley. 

Sir William Coppinge. 

Sir William Brown, 

Sir George Monox. 

Sir Wiliam Butler. 

Sir Fobn Reft. 

Sir Thomas Exmewse. 

Sir Thomas Merfine. 
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